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ADVERTISEMENT. 

A Few Copies of Dr. Hasselquist's 
Travels into the Holy Land, &c\ in the 
SwediQi Language, having found their Way 
into this Kingdom, Application was made 
to an ingenious Gentleman, who had lived 
fome Time in Sweden, to tranflate them 
into Englijh. An Opportunity of furnifhing 
the Learned of this Country with fo curious 
a Work, was^not difpleafing to One, who had 
been well acquainted with the Merits* and 
Abilities of the Author, being himfelf a Pu- 
pil of the celebrated Dr. Linnaeus. He ac- 
cordingly undertook, and before his Depar- 
ture from London finiflied, the following 
Tranflation ; which indeed fuiFcrs in point of 
Stile, from the Tranfla tor's not being a Native 
of England, and from his adhering too 
clofely to the Idiom of the Swedifli Language: 
but it is hoped that when the candid Reader 
confiders the great Difficulty of finding a Per- 
ifon lufficiently verfed in Natural Hiflory, and 
the Swedifh Language, and at the fame 
time willing to undertake fuch a Talk, hp 
will rather forgive Imperfections, than wifh 
to have deprived the Republic of Letters of 
fo agreeable an Acquifition. 
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SOME 

A C C O U N T 

OF 

Dr. HASSELQ^IST, 

Written by 

CHARLES L IN NiE US, M. D. 

FREDERICK Haffelquift was born the third 
of January 1722, at Toernvalla in. Eaft 
Gothia. His father Andrew Hailelquift, was curate 
there, and had the lead income of any clergyman 
in the diocefe. He died during the minority of 
his fon» in indigent circumflances ; his mother 
Mafia Helena Pomin, being weak both in body 
and , mind, was put into the infirmary at Vad* 
ftena. This Frederick therefore would have been 
unnoticed in life, if his uncle, the Rev. Mr. Pontin» 
hadnot taken compaflionon him, and kept him with 
his children, at the fchool in LinkcEping ; but he 
was foon deprived of this Benefactor, and obliged 
to fupport himfelf by teaching young children^ 
until he was of age to go to theUniverfity, 

In the year 1741, he came to the Univerfity of 
Upfaia, where he was obliged to content himfelf 
with inftru6ting others for trifling gratifications, 
but by this had the advantage of living coaftantly, 
at the Univerfity, and daily hearing the Ipdures 
of the. Frofeflbrs. His inclination was immediate-^ 
ly bent for Phyficvanu Natural Hiftory loon be-^ 
came bis favourite fludy •, he had alio jbme talent$ 
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lor Poetry. The Faculty perceiv^ the fisr^ottf 
with which our youth ftudied thofe Sciences his 
inclination led him to, and therefore in 1746 gave 
him a royal ftipend. In 1747, he gave the firft 
proof of the proficiency he had made in his ftudies, 
in his Diflertation on the Virtues of Plants, which 
he wrote well, and defended ftrenuoufly. In one 
of my botanical ledures in the fame year, I enu- 
merated the countries of which we knew the Na- 
tural Hiftory, and thole of which we are ignorant. 
Amongft the latter was Paleftine ; with this we 
were lefs acquainted than with the remoteft parts 
of India ; and though the Natural Hiftory of this 
remarkable country Was the moft neceflary for Di- 
vines, and Writers on the Scriptures, who have u&d 
their greateft endeavours to know the animals 
therein mentioned, yet they could not, with any 
degree of certainty, determine which they were, 
before fome one^had been there, and informed 
])imfelf of the Natural Hiftory of the place. 
This is the more furprizing, as Botany is much 
indebted to feveral induftrious Divines, who 
have ftriAIy examined the plants of other coun- 
tries } but though many of the Romifh clergy 
travel to Paleftine every year, not one has ever 
troubled himfelf upon this fubjeft. Haflelquift 
was very dcfirous of being the firft who fliould in- 
form the Ppblic of the Natural Hiftory of Pa- 
leftine, and was determined to accomplifh it. 
He imparted his defign to me foon after, but, 
furpriaied at his enterprifing fpirit, I reprefented 
to him the length of the way, the great diffi- 
culties, the many dangers, and the very confi- 
derable expences which would attend fuch an un- 
dertaking, and laftly, his indifferent ftate of health, 
in particular his weak lungs, as he was fub- 
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Dr. HASSELQ^UIST. iil 

je^^ CO fpitting of blood : but he urged it the 
more^ as weak lunes can only be cured by travel* 
ling and change of climate, and was enough de- 
termined in his refolution, to fay, he would ra^ 
rather walk all the way» than have his purpofes 
eroded. His mind was fixed on the voyage ; he 
therefore foUicited for fbme of the legacies left by 
perfons of diftinftion for thofe who intend to tra* 
yel, but fortune did not favour him in this attempt. 
He prevailed on his countrymen to contribute 
Something towards this journey ; when he had 
got this, he follicited the Faculty of Phyficiant 
and chey gave him two of the King's fiipends, the 
Faculty of Civilians gave one, foon after the Phi- 
lofophic, and at length the Theologic, gave him 
each a ftipend. But how little was this propor«, 
tioned to fuch an expenfive undertaking Haf* 
felquift in the mean time was preparing: he 
began to (tiidy the Arabian and other eaftern lan-» 
gUages ; and that this enterprize might not ob* 
ftruA his academical ftudies and defigns, he gavq 
the ufual fpecimens of his abilities, viz. he wa^ 
examined, he wrote, and defended his Diilertationi 
for the Degree, read Leftures, &c. that he mighty 
though abfent, receive thofe honours in Phyfic, 
which a youth of his merit and learning had a 
right to claim ) therefore the degree of Dodor of 
Phytic was conferred on him on the &ch of March 
lysij at which time he was in Cairo. The Fa^^ « 
culcy was well acquainted with his induftry and 
narrow circumftances, and therefore gave him 
gratis all Ledures, Examinations, f^racfidia and 
the Promotion. ^ 

In the fpring 1749, Haflfclquift already a licen* 
tiate went to Stockholm, having iirft finilhed hit 
academical ftudies, where he read Lectures on Bo- 
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tany during the fummcr, and got the good gt-aCes 
of every lover and patron of this Science. He pre- 
pared himfelf every day for his Voyage, and the 
Levant Company offered hinii a free paffage ta 
Smvrna. 

The 7th of Auguft he went on board, and ar- 
rived at Smyrna on the 26th of November. It 
was his good fortune to find Mr. Andrew Ryde- 
lius, Conful General from Sweden, at Smyrna, 
who was his countryman and relation, and re- 
ceived him with paternal kindnefs, and forwarded 
his undertaking by every means in his power. He 
ftaid in Smyrna all the winter, and beheld all the 
produAions of nature in that temperate climate. 
In March 1750, he travelled to Magnefia in Na^ 
tolia, viewed mount Sipylus^ and returned again 
to the worthy Rydelius in Smyrna. 

In the beginning of May 1750 he left Smyrna,- 
travelled by way of Alexandria and Rofetta, arriv- 
ed, in July, at Cairo, the capital of Egypt ; here he 
remained near a year, and had the bed op-^ 
portunities of informing himfelf of the fingu* 
larity of the climate ror which it has always 
been famous. Here he viewed the Pyramids^ 
one of the feven wonders of the world j de- 
fcended into the fepulchres of the Mummies \ ob- 
ferved the ftrange rifing and falling of the Nile% 
collefted the fcarceft produdions of Nature ; and 
this he did with more attention, than any one 
had done before him. During this time he cor- 
refponded diligently with his friends in Sweden, 
and filled his letters with curious Experiments 
and Obfervations, which were inferced in the 
papers printed twice a week in Stockholm under 
the title oi Literary News^ and all v;ho read them, 
were prepoffefled in fa^^our of this attentive tra- 
veller. Our Haflelquift therefore was not forgot 

in 
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In his own country. The Faculty of Phyficians 
propofed him as Profcffor extraordinary ot PhyGc 
to the vacant place, and the Royal Academies ac 
Upfala and Stockholm chofc him a Member of 
their Societies ; he made himfelf worthy of theft 
honours, by the excellent Obfervations, which he 
fent to both Societies, which are printed in their 
Tranfaftions. In thofe of Upfala for the year i j^o^ 
are infcrted his Obfervations and Trcatifes on the 
Egyptian Acacia^ which affords the Gum Arabic, 
page 9. The Camel-Deer^ p. 15, The Jumping 
Moufe^ p. 17. The Oriental Tbruflb^ p. 21. The 
Cocte^ p. 22. The Viper of the Shops, p. 24. The 
horned Fiper^ p. 27, The horned Snake^ p. 28. 
The Scincj p. 30, and in the tranfaftions of Stock- 
holm for 1 750. The Endemic al Difeafe of Aleppo^ 
p. 136. 1 75 1. The //flw*, p. 196. The prepa- 
ration of 5^/ ^ww^wtf^, p. 259. 1752. The Locufts^ 
being ufcd for food in Arabia, p. 76. The moup- 
tain Raty p. 123. It was furprifing to fee how 
anxious the nation was to fupport Dr. Haffelquift, 
when he lived in an expcnfive place, where he 
could not advance a ftep without confiderablc 
charges,, and wanted money to accomplilh his de- 
fign. The lovers of Science contributed feveral 
times, and raifed in a very (hort time about on^ 
hundred and ninety pounds ; an inftance, fcarcely 
to be met with amongft the moft opulent nations. 
Dr, HASsELquisT at length left Cairo in 
March 1 75 1, and went over Damiata^ J^ff^-* and 
the Holy Land. Hence he travelled to Jerufaletn 
with the Pilgrims who intended to celebrate their 
Eafter there; and thence he Went tojericho^jordan^ 
Bethlehem^ Acra^ Nazarethy TihriaSy Cahaj Galilee, 
Tyre^ Sidon ; thence he failed over to Cyprus ^ Rhodes, 
Ohio, and arrived fafe at Smyrna, laden with an 

incre- 
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incredible quantity of curiofities colle^ed in tho 
three kingdoms of Nature, bciog the produflions! 
of the Eaft, Egypt and Paleftine. . . 

Nothing .now renuined but to wait for a pro*^ 
per opportunity of returning home with bis riches j 
out his firengtb was fpent by the difficulties he had 
W^crgpnc in his trayelsy as well as by the violent 
heat of the cliniate in Paleftine i and whilft he in- 
tended to recover it by tarrying in Smyrna, the 
ierpent which he bad long .harboured in his boibm 
awoke, and a confirming heAic fever with weak- 
nefs, reftleiTnefs, fpittlng of blood and ibortnefs of 
breath, confined him to his bed, but he ftill poA 
. fefied that h6pe» which is peculiar to thofe in hit 
condition. He defired to be removed out of tho 
city into the country, to enjoy the free air, and ulo 
inilk as his only refource, which was accordingly 
done I but notwithftanding all this, our beloved 
pr. Hafielquifl: wafted away daily like a lamp, 
whofe oil is l^ent, and departed this life^ thQ 
^h of February 1752, to the inexpreflible grief o| 
all who knew him. 

We were immediately informed of his death by 
Mr* Rydelius, whofe love for Haftelquift was not 
to be extihguifhed by his departure \ this gentle- 
man alfo added to our forrow by giving us to un^ 
derftand, that the late Pr. Haflelquift, had con- 
traded a debt of 350/. on his travels, and that his 
creditors had at the time of his death taken po(^ 
feflion of all his coUeAions of natural curiofities, 
obfervations and manufcripts, which they would 
not part with, until their demands were fatisfied, 
Thus did we lofe our worthy and dear country* 
man ^ his name was in the like danger ; and his la^ 
hours were threatened with deftruAion by the 
hands of Barbarians. We knew no means of col- 
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letting 00 a faddeo fucb a fum of money, bu( 
the worthy Di^. B^eck, firft Pbyficitn to the Queea 
of Sweden, wjio has alwayar loved the Sciences* 
sind pacrooized learned men^ undertook to pre* 
fent thefe unhappy circumftancea to her Majefty 
Queen Louisa Ulrica, who gracioufly protects 
Science, and is poiOeffed ^ a moSt refined lafte 
for the produ&iona of Nature. Her Majefty ini« 
Bdediately refolded to pay the debt out of her own 
purfe, and redeem the Colle&ton, without which 
the Public would very laie, if ever, have enjoyed 
ihis Work. The next year all thefe creafures ar« 
rived fafe and well preferved at her Majefty^is 
palace of VrMmngbalm^ at which time I was 
ordered to attend* and was aftoniflied at the 
fight of fo many unheard of curiofities. The col- 
led:iofis of dried plants from Natolia, Egypt, Pa« 
teftine, Cyprus, &c. all the SHnes and forts of 
earth from fa many remarkable places in Egypt 
and the Holy Land ; the many rare MJhes out of 
the Nile, and poifonous Serpents from Egypt, the 
rare InfeSsy the exteniive coUeftions ot Oriental 
Dntgs^ Arabian ManufcriptSj Egyptian Mummies^ 
&c. could not but excite the admiration of the 
beholder. 

Last year Dr. Haflclq|jift*s own original Ma- 
nuicripts arrived, with the' principal Obfervations 
he had made. Her Majelly was mod graciouQy 
pleafed to order me to arrange and pubiifh them 
for the fatisfaftion and advantage of mankind. I 
have accordingly digcfted the Work in the beft 
manner I could, ranged every thing under its pro- 
per Tr/^tfj zddcd Names to plants and animals, 
altered the Technical terms and manner of writing, 
without changing in the ieaft the Author's meaning: 
1 had the work corrected at the prcfs, and myfelf in- 
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fpeded its publication. I imagined it needlefs to 
add Synonyms^ which would have fwelled the book ; 
cfpecially as they may eafily be fo^ind in the tent;h 
edition of my Syftem pf Nature, in which I have 
introduced thefe names. 

There is an incredible number of curiofities- 
from the three' kingdoms of Natpre in the Collec- 
tion of our late Author, which have been incor* 
porated with the cabinets of their Majefties, and arei^ 
already defcribed, and may foon be publifhed with 
other wonderful produftions of Nature*. 

Her Majefty has been ple^fed to give me a 
ijpecimen of every plant, in which there were above 
two, thefe I have defcribed in anothdr Tre^tife, un- 
der the* tide of Flora PaUftina ; and therefore think' 
it needlefs to enumerate them here, as'I would not 
infert any thing, which did not come from the 
Author's pen. I (hall think myfelf happy, if I 
have fulfilled her Majefty's command, and anfwer- 
cd the expedbitions of the Public. 

* Thefe have been fince publiihed in Odlayo, tender th^ 
title of Mufaeum Regin^.. 
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; U $ t' tile 7t1i> : 1 74p,^ i went on board 
ike ^p.tllrica, b9l9Biging to the Swedifh 
Leyam ,cpmpaiyK;.wl3ticht was now about 
making the 8 tk voyage to;Sniwia, under the com* 
ipand of CJapta^ Ekeroth* . We foiled from Stock- 
ihoim at ten o'ciock» and came to Skaggelianm In the 
Evening, where we lay that night. 

THfc next day we came to jiiufhanm. The 
jWmd was ibuthcrjly, which obliged tis to tack fre- 
jQuently; but.ihc weatieif ws^s ycry fine. . Here wc 
Jay wind-abound to the 13 th. i\ , ,- 
\ I H AT 1: always iiaid a great inclination to botanize 
ifn the fea coaft of Sw^e^ and now a fine oppor- 
iunity o£(arc4 ; but this opportunity j^isored inef» 
fe^al/ as the hufbandmen had already cut dowa 
.the flowers of. this fummen I was neverthetefs in 
.hopes that th^ ihoire would in fome meafure grar 
'tify. my cariofitVy and therefore on, the X2th went oh 
,ap ifland; but round npthing there except the Glaux 
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maritima, or Sea Milk Wort, and Arcnaria Pc^ 
ploides, or Sea Chick Weed, which was already in 
Teed. 

The rocks here feemed to be fplit by the wave* 
in large perpendicular clefts, which were filled up 
with cleat quaffe, or ci^ftallifl* matter^ by which 
one migKt plainly difcover traces of the generation 
of thisftone. The 13th, at two o'clock in the morn-^ 
ing, we came to Dalc«pen^ where we anchored, in 
order to fliew our pafs at the fort, and get cuftom-* 
houfe ofiicers on board to vifit us. Both fides of the 
harbour were built with fmall wejoden-houfes,- which 
gaVfe the place the appearancto of a little town* 
Thofe oh one fide are called lutholmen and the 
•Mher Dalefeon* The inhabiubts^ of both places 
ar^ chiefly pilots and fifhermen. They catch here, 
iomef imes in large (Quantities, a kind of fifl), called 
'by LiiiilSeus, Cottus quadf icoriiis (Potir-hortied Btijl'» 
;head). ' The fituation of the' plabe was very d^ar 
"g^reeible, being furrbunded with ba,rren mountains 
and faildy hills. I cduld not leairVthat they had 
'any otfier fign here of the change qf the wind; but 
•Wh^tt the fea fwells tpWards the fiiore they ttt (txtt 
of ^ northerly wind, which our pilotr faid they kneifr 
'jfrom.lortg exper|eiicc* .:.... 

I The 14th, we failed ty a gemleitiah^s feat called 
'Siiidmat: here there' isiji elegant gjirden and a fine 
view of the fea. Ou the 1 6th, we left the harboGr 
t)f Daleroe^, and ^^el^hed anchor at five o'clock in 
*^h'e Ti^orfain^^^ not. to ancjio? igain in xHh 

TBalpc,;- which happened hcrkily according^ to otrt: 



••• Landsort Was th^ lafi:' laiid *W(J faw oii the 
"Stocldiolm coaft ; there 'is a Ifght-houfe here for the 
Tertice of feamen^ Our. pilots left us here, aftdout 
'feamen took chygc of the flxip. The Captai*, 
•among either accounts h«f gave us of his travels, as we 

were 
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Were walking the deck on the 1 7th, acquainted us« 
tiiat he had carried the famous King Theodore to 
Holland. He was delivered to him near Corfica hj 
Captain Blix^ a . commander of a Swedifh man of 
war, who had taken him under his protedion, when 
He fled from Corfica. -Capuin Ekeroth put him 
in a Dutch fiflung boat in the Texel. His retinue 
confided then of a footman and a cook. I relate 
this circumftance for the fake of fome future Bio- 
grapher, to whom it may happen to be unknown. 

The high fandy mountains of the ifland of Goth- 
land appeared to^y on our left, looking like fo 
aiany great columns at a diftance. We could dif- 
cover nothing from hence through our glafies, but 
the fteeple of u church *. 

Charles's iilan(ls were in fight 011 the 1 8th, in t!he 
forenoon. The movmtains of limeflpne on the Chore 
flood like high brpken walls towards the fea. Both 
iflands were fo barren, that we cot4d only fee two 
Ihrubs on one of . them. 

The 19th, we had CEland on our right. 
About one o'clock on the 20th, a little grey bird, 
of the fparrow tribe, came flying clofe after our (hip^ 
The Captain faid inmiediately, that it fignified a 
ftorm. Half an hour had fcarcely paiTed, before we 
had fo flrong a gale^tlutt die fea beat over our gunnel* 
I haye afterwards obferved feveral times, both ia 
the Baltick, the IjTorth and Spanifh feas, that as of- 
ten as birds came' on board, we had hard weather^ 
which induces me to belieye that the Peteril (Pro- 
cejllaria) is not the only forerunner of bad weather. 

The ifland Bornholm was the firft Danifli land we 
faw on the 2ifl. We had Scania on our ftar-boardy 
and were in fight of both the whole day. 

The 22d, we came near the fhore of Scania, and 
in the evening were within a cannollflLOt of Traelle^ 

* Limudi Iter Gothland. zSz^ 

B 2 W« 
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borg* The fields of Scaoia were covered with fheafeS 
of corn, and afforded the agreeable fight of a fertile' 
country. * 

We lay to all the flight of the la^d* within fight 
df Scania, for fear of running a-grotmd near thtf 
Sound in the night, and at day-break had two fine 
Tiews : one on fcore, of the white chalk mountains 
of Seeland-: the other at fea, of fome (hips which 
had come up with.us whilft we lay by in tne night; 
Drakoc is a handfome village, with a church to the 
hft. We hoiftpd our flag here, ind got three Da- 
ftifli pilots on board, who carried u$ paft Copen- 
hagen for fix rixdoUars. We faW that the road was 
dangerous ; , for a Dutch fliip h^ ycfterday, rufl 
a-ground here in fine . weather, . and was now fur-* 
founded with a number of fmall craft JFrpm Drakoc, 
which were ciriployed in getting*her off. We faw a 
fine forcft of oak between this village and Copen- 
tag ehi -where there is penalty bin any one who at- 
tempts to cut the timber.. Aboot noon, we were 
within cannot fhot oF Copenhagen, ^nd<:ould fee the 
palace, fleet, arfenal, and fome fine churches. Here 
the Danifli pilots left us, after they had truly fore- 
told us fine weather. -We could fee the city of Malma, 
Hyith its churches,and large houfes from the ftarboard, 
Oppofite Copenhagen* ATiandfome b^ach wood came 
in our view, in which were fome fine houfes j this was 
laid to be the royal Danifh deer park. The whole 
-coaft from Drakoc is very beautiful from the fea, and 
Icems contrived by nature to refreffi and give plea- 
fnre to feamen, long ufed to the melancholy prof- 
peft of nothing but fea and fky. We faw Land- 
^fkrona from the ftarboard at two o'clock, and went 
quite near under Hven, which was entirely unin- 
habited towatrds this fide. In the afternoon, we 
came to- tin aifehor in the . road between Helfing- 
borg and Helfingncur, to pay toll to the Danes* 

Hclfing- 
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Hel&igneur is a little town, ^ walls of the houfes 
are framed with timber, and the yoid fpaces filled 
up with either brick or day, and near it lies the . 
fortrefs Cronenburg, which, from its outward ap^ • 
pearanee, feems fufficient for what it is intended, « 
key to the Baltick. 

I w£NT Up to town the 24th, where evcrjr thing 
jthat can accoi^modate feafaring people is fold in fuch 
plenty^ that the town really. merits the name of a 
Mart for fearaen. 

Wje went early under fail the 2 6th^ and fteered 
for Gk>ttenbttrgh, where we were to take in fom^i 
jEaft-India goods and carry them for the Levant qoAj^^ 
pany's account to Smyrna. Kullen was the laft land 
pf Scania, about thirty Ungliih miles from the Sound, 
f:oniiftiag of high hills, uppn which there is a Ught*** 
houfe. 

Tj^E 27th, I faw 'at)imals and vegetables, the lika 
of which I had never before feen, The former were 
Sea-netdes (Medufae), which, yefterday and to-day, 
ihone by thonfands in the fea, and in calm weather 
and a ferene iky afford an agreeable appearance 
from tl^eir fhiniiig green colour* The latter were 
fea weeds, called Fuci Veficulofus, Faftigiatus, Sacr 
^harinus, to which hung a vail number of the fmail* 
eil (hells. We could fee the coajd of Halland before 
us. The 28th, early, we failed pail the town an4 
fortrefs pf Warberg and Nidingen, which is the fbrii 
^fland on the Gptteiihurgh coaft, where there is ^ 
)ight-houfe. 

On the 29th, we knew we were not far from 
Gottenburgh, by difcoVering the iiland of Vinga acd 
. ^ts light-houfe, foon ^ter which a pilot ?ame on 
|x)ard us. 

We failed paft the fortrefs df Elflborg about 
ftoon, and there came to an anchor. This fort ap- 
fiS^?4 9? he in a good {tate> and well fituated to 
r * g command 
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command the harbour of Gottenburgh. The road> 
without Gottenburgh, hath maiiy little rocks lying 
clofe to one anothetj foifie of them being uridei^ 
water, makes the nJivigatibn dangerous. The Swcdiih 
Eaft-India cottipany's fliip Gotteiiburgh,' was loft 
three years ago in her voyage home, on one of fhem, 
within the fort, which confirms this account of them. 
We faw Gottenburgh the 30th, which is knoWn to be 
a ftrong and famous trading town, and the beft in 
Sweden next to Stockholm. We had fix miles to roW 
from the fort to the town. The firft objefts that 
prefented themfelves to Oirr view iil* the harbour^ 
which is' large* and' fafe, fuf rounded with high 
mountains, were f6tne fmall men of ' wai* and fri- 
gates ; farther up five Eafl-India ilhips ; then three 
or four dock yaixis. * ' 

The faw mill is built on a rifing ground, clofe by 
the harbour ; it is fiirnilhed with many faWs, which 
are worked by the wind; atid is fo contrived, sts to 
taife the tlmbfef out of the fea. We came out of thd 
large harbour, through a flood-gate, iiito k ditch or 
Walled canal, which runs through thetoWii. In this lay 
fmall craft, efpecially Dutch fmacks that wete em<- 
ployed in exporting Eaft-India goods. The town is of 
middling extent. The houfes arc generally of wood, 
fome few of ftone. The buildings ai^c very neat; they 
^re covered with deals, ^hich are painted yellow of 
ted : there are fmall narrow yards to each houfc, 
which make the place dangerous in cafe of fire. The 
court-houfe, ftate houfe, and Eaft-India houfe, aife 
the largeft and handfomeft buildings iYi the town. 
* He RE I fortunately met with my relatioti Mr. Guf- 
ftavus ToUatider; who had returned thisfummer from 
the Eaft-Indies : he was fo kind as to fhew me mariy 
curious obfervations, which he had made during his 
ftay there, efpecially among the Chinefe.- I viewed at- 
teqitively the Chinefe weight, and was informed, that 
^ . •• • • ■ -. the 
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th€ wdgfat China was diyided in i catche, which con* 
tains 1 6 teel ; i teel i o mees ; i mees i o candrin ; i can-* 
drin lo caas. A catche is (cqual to 1 4^Ib. A hundred 
catche make 142 lb. The common money weight 
contains 50 teei in China, which make g catche and 
2 teei. A'Spamifh pieee of eight contains 7 mees and 
4 candria. On comparing it with the medical weights^ 
I find that i ounce is equal to 8 mees, 

I WAS not a little glad to meet two more perfont 
from . the £aft*Indies the ift of September. They 
were clergymen, and had returned this year ; Mr. 
Thoren in the ihip Freden, and Mr. Hiortberg in 
the fhip Hoppet. They had both, befides the duty 
/>f their office, pnriued the ftudy of natural hiflory, 
agreeable to their inftrudlions from the diredors 
of the Eaft-India company, which they performed 
mih honour and applaufe. Mr. Hiortberg was 
now bufy in finifhing his journal ; he could 
draw, which made it an eafy matter for him to 
adorn his book with the figures of what he had feen 
in natural hiftory. He had in particular chofen 
fifhes, and hath m-'de fome fine obfervations and 
figures of them> but efpecially on the Hound-fifli 
(Squalus Acanthis) Scomber Dufior, and Remora 
(£cheneis}« He had likewife collected fome infefis 
and vermes. He promifed to prcfent the whole to 
the Royal Swediih Academy of Sciences. Mr. Tho- 
ren has ihewn himfelf in botany a worthy difciple 
of his mafter Dr. Linnaeus. His cQlleAiori of plants 
was faid to be yery confiderablc, which he had al- 
ready delivered to Mr. Lagerftroem, who fent it to 
Dr. Linnaeus,' by him to be made public, to the ho- 
nour of the colleftor and pleafure of the lovers of 
nature. 

The 2d of September I faw feveral patural curir 
ofities from Eaft-India and China, at Mr. Lager-^ 
(j:fggm'§, quc pf thQ Direftors of the fiaft-Jndia comr 

? 4 pany. 
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pamy. This gentleman has for fereral years beet^ 
making co|le£tipns of natural curiofities. Haftq 
would not permit me to fee more than..a large cd^ 
leAion of {hells and bandfome qorals,- efpecijilly onq 
that had a large piece pf the bafis' left» lorhich wa^ 
clay. This gentleman had got home, In the la{£ 
Ihips, four gold fiih in freih water ; they were from 
Canton, and .(|uite lively. They eat wafers : the 
manner of bringing this fifh to Europe is defcribed 
by !Qr. Linnaeus, in the royal Swediih academy of 
Sciences for it 46* A heifer, nine months old, from 
China, which. differed in nothing from our cows bu^ 
that fhe feemed more lively and iprightly, as if ihe 
had been bred up in the fields and in the open aii% 
and- not confined in a narrow hut or a dark ilable^* 
which always give creatures a hi and poor appear* 
dnce. She was of a red brown* &t'and merry, an4 
the voyage feemed to have had no bad.effe& on hen 
A live plant of the Bamboo reed, fo much lifed by 
the Chinefe ; the ilem was an inch thick,' articulated^ 
a fpan's length between the joints; the leaves fword- 
(baped, the whole plant was two feet high. Mr. Ar^ 
vidion, the librarian, ihewed me the library of tlie 
college. Sdba's iezcellent book was the deareft an4 
befl they had. ' They hkd already made k handfomil^ 
coUedion of natural curiofities, amongft. which were 
the Flying-fiih, an Eel of kn enormous fize, the teeth 
of a Sea-horfe, a very h^dfome LithiDdenidron, al 
Hair Ball (^gagtopila) of a Cow, the bignefi oif 
one's fift, a Parcel dl Fetrefa^ns given by the late 
Dr.Stoba-us. ' ' - 

The cloaths which women here ufe in bad wea- 
ther appear (Irange to travellers. They throwa piece 
of black {biSy four fe^t long, over their heads and hal|. 
their bodieS} fo as likewife to cover their faces^ It is 
ufed by all people of middling fortunes, and hath 
without doubt been introduced by the foreigners, 

' that 



^91 firft built the tottro, nor has it yet uodergone th« 
change to wh^ich the jixidb of vrmncn k liable. 

The 7th inftaai, I wqat fo a peafa^s. hpu^ in the 
country* yf^txt the vnn^yr was in th^ roof, whkh 
made.the roonis dark» bjit muf h warper : In Scania* 
Smpland ai^d Bohus, tjbey ufe the fame method. Gal>» 
bages were planited her^ in large quantities by eterj; 
jfarmer ; and I am cold that this uiefal plant is more 
jufed here than in any other place. 

Early in the morning of the 8th, we hove np 
our anchor and fet lail from Elffbprg fort. We faw 
^arifarand in the afternoon, and at night Skagens 
light-houfe. 

The 9th, we had Jutland tm our larboard. 

On the ioth,^ we took the £ibx Roftro Gufpi- 
j^ato, Artedi fpec. 2. (Gacfiih). The defcriptioa - 
comes Very i^car the common Pike ; but is eaiily 
idiilinguifhed by its lo^g xpftrunt The fcalcs were 
green, the whole body was of a green colour,. and 
its back and fide bones were green, which I hav^ 
not obferved in ai^y other fifL 
' Ti^F i3th» we had a Weilerly wipd and hard 
Weathen* » 

Ok the 15th, fome Uttle birds, .fuch as the Red- 
ibrt, common 3 wallow, and a Sea Swallow, were 
driveri by bacl weather on board us, before we per- 
cetyedat ; not long after we had a violent ftomtfrom 
the N. W. which laftdd. for t;hree days. 

The 2oth# fome ChafBnches and a Sea Swallow, 
the common forerunners of bad weather, came on 
boar4 us. In the eyening it blew a flrong cold wind 
from the Weil, which was foon over. 

The 21ft, in the morning, a failor^ at the maft 
head, faid, h^ faw the Dutch coaft ; our Captain 
believed us not fo far in our way, and therefore re- 
garded it not:. before three in the afternoon, we 
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law the EngHfli coaft about Yarmouth, from tfaa 
ynafl-head, by which we knew where we were, and 
that it was neceflary to be upon our guard, as we 
were between the Engliih banks. The founding 
lead is in fuch a cafe a failor's right hand ; and it 
was now much ufed between fear and hope. We 
founded, and found twenty fathom, and immediately 
after five, which continued for feveral hours, and was 
a fign of the uncertain gropnd on which we were. 
The failor^ believed us to be out of our true courfe, 
and upon iome'^bank not put down in their chart* 
We were fo lucky as to have excellent weather, and 
fhc wind proving favourable, which brought us be-* 
fore night in our true courfe. 

Th£ Dutch have here their gold mines, for fo 
we may juftly call their herring fiihery ; nor c^n it 
be denied that they keep nearer their neighbours 
thzn their own properties. We failed by numbers 
of their boats on the 2 2d| and could pnce count 
above thirty on a little fpot. 

On the 23 d, we entered the narrowed part of 
the channel, between France and England, and 
could fee thie coafls of both thefe powerful kingdoms 
at the fame time. We were very near the latter, and 
could without a glafs fee its chalky hills, covered with 
flints, and Dover fort fituated on the fummit of them. 
*A good wind and excellent weather drove us over 
thofe dangerous flioals, that have been fo fatal to 
f^iiors. T|ie 25th, about noon, we came into the 
Spanifli fea, having in two days and a half failed 54Q 
miles, being the whole length of the channel. 

Our Swedifli flag hath nothing to fear from the 
rpvers of the coaft of Barbary, as long as the 
Swedifh crown, to the great advantage of our trade, 
keeps at peace with the mod powerful of them. 
A few ftn^ll rovers, from the pprts of Salee and 

Tangier, 
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Tangier, that fometimes infeft thefe feas, are the only 
pirates againft whom the Swedes ihould be partial* 
larly cautipned : and as axj enemy ought never to be 
defpiied, we put our cannoo^in order, and the 26th 
gave arms to as many as were on board. In thi$ 
pofture our veflels commonly fail until they have 
pafled Gibraltar. 

The 28th, at noon, we were jn fight of the fa- 
mous head, beyond which the ancients thought 
there was no lancl, and were fo near the (hore that 
fome Linnets (Fringilla) reached us, and wearied 
out, fought a night's reft in the (heltcr of our fails. 

The 30th,. as we were failiqg'in the Spanifh feas, 
the weather was fo fine, that it feemed as if the /ky 
and fea ftrove to excel each other in beauty. The 
little knowledge I had, was confinecl to the three 
kingdoms of nature, and therefore I found myfelf 
in the fame fituation, as a perfon who walks in a park 
filled with the fineft ahinpiab and plants, without un- 
derftanding natural hiftory. Such a one can fay no 
more, but that it is very handfome. I doubt not but 
many fine opportunities paffed imobferved by me, 
which might have given hints for ufeful obferva» 
tions to a perfon who had any knowledge in aftro- 
homy and natural philofophy. We had now paiTed 
by St. Vincents head, which is a head-land well known 
to failors, when we, the 9th of Oftober in the 
morning, overtook a Dutch frigate of war, whicli 
Was carrying home a Tripolihe Ali EfFendi, whc^ 
returned from his embafly to the Dutch republic 
and was thfe fame that fome years before had beeif 
in Stockholm on the fame errand. It feemed very 
fufpicioas, confidering . the place we were in, to fee 
Turks on board a flbip, and a number of armed 
xhen, who hoifted no nag when we did ; this occa- 

fibned our feamea to arn^ themfelves for their de* 

*• ' .. * ' ' • ' ' fence; 
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fence ; but our fufpicioB$ ended, when the lieuie?'^ 
nant, with z fubaltern and eight meni came on board 
to enquires ^hen$:e wfi cami^ apjl whither we werp 
bound* 

Heke we obferved- Urge droves of ForpufTe; 
coming from the W. towards the S. E. which were 
the firft we had feen fince we left the North fea. 
The failors fayihey fpreiell bad weather, when they 
appear on the iurfacc of the watier, efpecially iti 
thofe places to which they direA their courfi?. But. 
they were miftaken this time ; for the fine weather, 
which we had through the Spani0i fe^, cominueci 
with yiolent heat for fome days. 

Th£ I ith, we were the whole day in fight of the 
African coaft, and towards evening had the Spaniih 
coaft on our right as before. We were now very near 
going into the Mediterranean fea i but were obliged 
tp be content, and cruize for two days between the 
Spaniih and African coail, or accoupt pf a brii^ 
|)ailerly wind. 

The 14th, in the afternoon, we went through 
the ftrait that divides Africa from Europe. -High 
luneftone mountains were to be ieep pn bpth fides 
of the channel, out of which there came the fmoak 
of many fires, which are lime-kilns, that they have 
in the clefts of the rocks of both coafla. Befido; 
thcfe lime-ilone mountains, we could fee others of 
loofe fand. which were not fo fteep, bpt more gra- 
dually declining to the fea. They were quite green, 
covered with fome fiurubs, apd had fome vineyards. 
7he profped of thefe miountains was far from bein^ 
figreeablic. The ornament of the Northern moun- 
tains, Ever-green Pines an^ Junipers, aj:^ not to bg 
(eenhere. 

We iaw the town and fortrefs of Gibraltar th^ 
I5ih; they arefituated on a high rock, that termi- 
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iiates the Spanifh mountains towards the fea. Geuta 
iits almofl facing it on the ^rican coaft* When 
thefe are out of fight, the Straights are pafled, and 
another fea is entered.. 

We faw the Mediterranean by fun*i1fe, and 
failed along the Spaniih coaft, to which feamed 
always keep nearer than the African; A beauti** 
ful little bird (Motacilla Hifpanica) came on b6ard 
us from the Spanifh coaft. It was the forerunner of 
hard weather, which happened to us a few hour»' 
after, with a flrong N. £• wind, which lafled all 
night* We had violent thunder and lightning, with 
hail and' rain, in the night of the i8th, which 
was an uncommon fight for Swedes. We were yet 
in fight of the high Spanifh mountains, which by day 
we faw covered with mow, and at night fhining with 
fires, which are partly thofe of the guards, and 
partly thofe of the lime-kilns. We caught a Lark 
and a Wagtail TMotactlla corpore e fufco viride*' 
fcente,. pcftore terrugined) on board. Many of the 
former were drowned; only this one came in a mife«« 
rable weak condition on board. 

The 25th, in the forenoon, we had.Formentent 
6n our left. This is an ifland in the Mediterranean^ 
ovei*-kgamfl the Spanifh coafl, upon which we could 
only fee a fewbumes; its fhores rife perpendicular 
irom the fea. 

We experienced for fome days the autumn of 
this climate : florm, cold weather, t$in, and at night 
terrible lightening ; bat at nine o'clock, in the night 
between the 28th and spth, twelve miles to the 
Wefhcrard of Sardinia, we had the mofl^tcrnble and 
feverc weather that we had yet fuffered in our voy* 
itge* The wind from the North, , attended with 
Violent hurricanes and lightening from all parts of 
|he fkj^ With fome thunder : then a^ihower cif rain^ 

with 
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with hail ;, but this did not lad above half an hotifi 
The hail ftones which fell, were partly of an oval 
fOrni, fome tOund, fome elliptical, others angulated. 
The largeft were bigger than walnuts, the leffer like 
:|ilitmegs. The outfide was white and clear, with a 
kernel in the infide, which was blueifh, and the big- 
nefs of a pea. I found fome of them that weighra 
an ounce. ; . 

The I ft of November we cotdd fee the Africati 
Coaft from the maft-head ; from thence a bird called 
Eniberiza africana came on board, us; 

The 2d, we failed by Sicily, with a ftroqg North 
wind : juft before this we had feen fome Porpuffes. 

An innumerable flock of Sparrows (Emberiza 
inelitenlis) furrounded our veflel on the 3d, and im- 
xnediateiy after we had a hard gale that lailed all 
the. following day. 

Th? 7th, we were in figiit of thecoaft of Mo- 
tea, when a Levant, i. e. a N. £; wind met us, and 
ebliged iis to cruize to the iith^ without gaining 
the leart. 

Early on the 1 2th, we had Candia and Cerigo on 
our left 

The 13th, we law Morea to the kft, and Milo 
to the right, when we were in topes foon to end 
our voyage, and the fine weather we now had, made 
fome amends for the difagreeable neccffity of being 
fo long at fea. But our happinefs was at an end 
in the afternoon. The nearer a failor comes to 
the ihorc, the furer he may be of inconftant wea- 
ther. A North wind met us with a moft dreadful 
itorm, and obliged us to drive about for two days* 

It was lucky for us, that on the 15th we were fo 
near Milo, that we could run in during fuch a fu- 
rious ftorm. The harbour of Milo is one of the 
belt in the Archipelago, furrounded with mountains 
on all fides, of which one hath a ruined caftle and 

a 
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4 Tillage at the entrance, which without doubt 
hath one of the higheft fituations, and mod exten- 
five horizons of any in the univerfe* We came. to 
an anchor in fail twenty fathom water. The depth 
of the water in this harbour, nlakes it of much moire 
confequence in bad weather. 

The 1 6th, in the forenoon, we rowed a fliore, 
and went up to the town of Milo. I was glad to 
find fome plants in bloflbm at this time of the year» 
though autumn had already taken hold of the 
greater part, and of thofe the withered remains werd 
only now to be feen. The firil I faw was the au* 
tumnal Dandelion, which grows in Sweden, and* 
flowers about the fame time. The Anemone Coro* 
naria was in full bloflbm, fome of which were whit^ 
others blue^ Nerium (Oleander) flood in two places 
in large buihes befide the road, and adorned the 
pliice with its fliff' green leaves and long pods, but 
had not yet ripened feeds. A Fig-marigold, half a 
foot high (Mefembryanthemum Nodiflorum) grew 
in all the fields, with little obtufe and fucculent 
leaves, without flowers.' In the wall, grew two 
:ihrubs or buihes four feet high ; one of them had 
little oval green leaves, without flowers (Rhamni 
Species) ; the other had hoary leaves, which I like- 
iwife defcribed. The road was full of pebble ftones 
jwd clear quartz infmall pieces, red and white fpar, 
befide; fand-flone and hard lime-ftone. On both 
fide^ the walls round the gardens were built with a 
jough fand-flone, with which was mixt with fome 
coarfe light yellow clay m large pieces ; this was in 
fome places turned quite red by the heat, of the 
J fun. 

After. walking. near a mile from the (hore, we 
. came into the town. The fight of it could not but 
: excite the compaflioQ of the behplder, as nothing 

wa» 
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was to be feen but the remains of ruined houfeiiir 
formerly (lately, built of fquare Umc-ftone. Withirf 
thefc pbbr walls, lired mifcrablfe inhafbitantd, whofe 
dwellings differ frdih the Worft of prifonsr, only asf 
thefe receive light through the door, inftead' or thd 
windows, and have the liberty of going in k'tidout 
of themi. ,We went inunediately to the Dutch? Con- 
ful, and after dinner with the Venetian Gonful, t6 
fee the principal church. On the fliore I found the! 
Ncrium (Oleander), Erigeri Species, Fig-marigold> 
&c. in the gardens, which are bad, are very large 
Palni-trees, tome Fig-trees, fome large old* bulhe^ 
of.Rofemary, Narciflus, Marjoram, which Wasr 
there reckoned a rare plant, and was almotl the 
only one kept in pots. Wild fowl they have iti 
plenty. Amongft them they had a bla<^k gamer,' 
larger than the Swedifh ; this was a rare birdj fo 
far to the Southward. The town, though poor, 
is full of people. Children- come out of every 
corner, but all raiferable. The better fort dwell 
in the firft floor, but then* dwellings were sdikc 
bad. Here are two Greek churches; but no RomijCli 
chapel or miflipnary. I went* into oile df the abovti 
thurches, which made a toterable appeairance. They 
fbewfed me a curiofity, which defetved attention^ 
It was a piece of i fliip*s plaitk, bored tbtongh 
by a filhbone, Which Wa$ p4rt of thfe tdofb' of 
the Monodon (Unicorti i5{h). A French Cap- 
tain had found it in the keel of his fhipi as fht 
was careening in Morea. He! cut out the ^ecH 
'and took It to this pll6d; t6 be httng up in the 
thuf chi .1^ AK^as euriou^, but - not miraetiloiis^ 1(9 
thefe good people imagined. The French hwc 
.liQrc.a Conful of their Aatioff; the Dndt and Ve** 
lietian?'haVe*eich'one fctfttt among the Grtdt ifi* 
habitants; ^ there h vtir ttut in this iflsindL The 
' L Gaptam 
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captain Pafcha fends a galley here while he cruizes 
in the Archipelago to fetch the Turkifli emperor's 
yearly tax, which is high enough confidering the 
poverty of the country and the fcarcity of money. 
It is governed by primates, who collcft and ac- 
count for the taxes, and compound differences. 
The people in general are very friendly and polite. . 
The women's drefs is one of the oddeft and lead 
becoming of any of the iflanders in the Archi- 
pelago. They were naked from the neck to the . 
waift, and had a Ihort petticoat reaching to the mid- 
dle of the thigh, a loof(^ garment covered the 
head, and their plaited hair hung down to the fmall 
of the back. The ifland produces fome qott on, which 
the French' and Venetians buy. They alfo have, 
bad wine. 

-^ The 1 8th, after taking a pilot, who was. to 
' conduft us through the Archipelago, we fet fail. 

The 19th, we faw the ifland Parfo. The 20th, 
Tins, NegropOnt ; and the 21ft, we anchored on 
the coafl: of Karuburno, which is on the continent 
of Natolia ; we had N^tolia on the one fide and 
Scio on the other. I went on fliore the fame day, 
but found nothing to reward my labour, except the 
common wild Thyme. Haliotis (Scar Ear) an4 Pu- 
mex (Pumice ftone) were the other naturalia found 
here. 

The 25th, we failed pnder Scio, and had an 
opportunity of feeing its handfome town, which 
makes a fine appearance ; but the plantations and 
gardens are a more material' ornament, as they 
produce the famous Maftix* 

The 26th, we came in the Gulph of Smyrna, 
and had Natolia on both fides. 

The 27th, we had like to have made an unfortunate 
end of our voyage, at a time we thought our mif- 

C fortunes 
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fortunes w^rc all over. We had the wind Cofl- 
ftantly a-head, which obliged us to beat up be-» 
twectt two (horcs ; this isdangcrdUs in a narrow chan- 
nel. By failing too ne^r the land, at day breaks 
we run aground. A Greek and a Turk» who were 
fifhing on the {hore, came immediately on board, 
ftnd offered us their afCflance in procuring fmalt 
teflels to lighten ours ; but a land breeice filled out* 
fails and help'd us o£ At noon, we anchored wfthout 
the Caftle of Smvrna, which commands the en- 
trance, "frhen Mcmeurs Palm and Hebbc, our Swc- 
difti merchants, came on board. We Went into the 
harbour, and Were fainted, according to cuflom, 
by the guns of all the veffels, except the French^ 
who never honour any nation with a falute> nor rc- 
eeive it from them* 

We went on (hore in the s^ftemdc^ with the 
captain, and were, by our cohful Mr. Rydclius^ re- 
ceived with a politenefs to be expefted from a 
gentleman of his noble qualifications. 

The 29th, I waited on Mr. Peyfoncl, the French 
tonful, and member of the Academy of infcri ptions 
and belles lettres. To his great knowledge I 
am^ indebted for the following obfervation relating 
to natural hiftory. Corals have in our age been c- 
fteemed a proper fubjeft for the pens of the greateft 
naturalifts. Nature hath fo comrivedjhis part of 
her works, that Corals have h^d a contrarv lot 
from other naturalia, and have been claffed 
under the different kingdoms of nature. And 
it is yet uncertain, to which they properly be- 
long. In Mr. PeyfoneFs company, the learned 
Count MarGgli had the good fortune to overcome^ 
all the doubts he had entertained about thefe na- 
turalia, when in his invaluable Hiftoria Maris he kid 
before the world what he took to be the flowers of 

the 
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Ae Corals. At that time they were thought to be 
Vegetables. We know of none Who immediately 
diuented from this opinion. Mr. f eyfonel, hj 
fome obfervatlods he made on the French coaft, 
before Marfigli printed hk book, had reafon to 
thiiik otherwife, experience convincing him that 
Corals Were inhabited by worms, .Mr. Peyfoncl 
did not make natural hiftory his chief ftudy; he 
did not fet much value on thefe obfervations, yet 
cdfnmunicated them to his brother, a learned 
phyficlan, who intended to publilli them* 

At length, Count Marfigli anticipated Mr. Pey- 
fonel, who fuppreffed hi^ and his brother's obferva- 
tions; but afterwards informed Mr. Reaumur of 
theto, who kneW how to make nfe of fuch t con- 
federablc fpeculation. Mn Reaumur gave it in to the 
Royal Parifian Academy of Sciences augmented with 
his own obfervations; nor omitted to attribute the ho* 
liour to the real difcoverer. This was the rife of ati 
opinion about Corals, that fmce hath been thought 
^orth the eliquiry of the learned, and has received 
an aloftoft univerfal applaufci which the inventor ne^* 
Verexpefted 

A TRAVELLER* who, Cither foi: his pleafufe or 
fome ufeful putpofe, would chufe to be acquainted 
livith the ceremonies of thofe religions Which have 
claiified the attention of mankind, fhould vific 
fomfe city itt the Levant, whefe he will fee them all, 
except idolatry. Many Chriftiaiis imagine that the 
Greek church comes neareft >Vith refpeft of ceremo^ 
tiie^, to that, which was predominant at the begin- 
ning of chriftiailit^. 1 faW thofe of the church of Smyr- 
na fo remarkable for her antiquity, andyet more for 
having. preferVed herfelf iu thfe tolerable fituation 
ftie now is in, though perfecutcd by the Pope and 
Turk, while her lifters are fcarcely known here. 

C 2 The 
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The church of Smyrna hath a biftiop, fucceffor to 
him who received this remarkable title from the 
fupreme Shepherd. His power is limited to thofc 
who live in this city, of whom, by contributions and 
jnoney for ceremonies, he hath his revenue, which 
is one of the moft confiderable, among the Greek 

clcrofV* 

Few of thofe, who have publiflied travels, have 

Civen us any account of the ftate of phyfick out of 

Europe. Few phyficians have travelled out of the 

circle of the learned world ; though others have 

been attentive to what regards their refpeftive pro- 

feffions. I have thought it my duty to make myfelf 

' acquainted with what regards medicme in thofe pla- 
ces through whici? I went. Smyrna, m the time 
the Grecians made phyfick a part of heavenly 
doftrinc, was adorned with temples, facred to the 
God of Health and Medicine. They ftruck medals 
in honour of thofe who praftifed this facred fcience, 
and with judgement adminiftered thofe remedies, 
which Providence had revealed to them*. Time hath 
ereatly changed the ftate of this Science here. The 
Greeks have yet remaining fome fparks of that fire, 
which ihone in their fore-fathers ; but which would, 
without doubt, be extinguiftied, if a few, more en- 
couraged by the hope of getting a living than out 
of love for the fcience, had not determined to acquire 
knowledge in our learned Europe. There are fome 
Greeks to be found in Conftantinople and Smyrna, 

! who have ftudied phyfick, chiefly in Padua : moft of 
them born on fome ifland in the Archipelago. Scio, 
in particular, has a number of tolerable phyficians, 
and alfo fupplies other places with them; I know 
not what pretenfions iflands have to furniih good 

•Sec Mead, Orat. de Honor. Med. 

phy- 



\ 



TOSMYRNA. at 

» • 

phyficians: Stanchio (Cous) and England afford us ^c 
remarkable examples. I had an opportunity of 
making thefe obfervations, on the 9th of De- 
cember, when I was called to a confultation, to \ 
enquire into the difeafe of their chief brother' ; 
phyfician, a Greek from Scio, who died within 
a few days of an Afthma convulfivum. He obfer- 
Ted ftriftly the rule he had followed in his praftice, 
to leave all to nature, without ufmg any drugs, un- 
lefs diaetetical. Thefe are almofl the only drugs 
prefcribed by the phyficians in Smyrna, and the diet* 
confifts in a fort of falling. They give for reafon, that 
the air is nourifhing, and fufficient to keep the Cck 
in life; but this convinced me of my former experi- 
ence, that the moll falutary rules may prove detri- 
mental, when carried too far, and not applied to 
circumflances. The phyficians here, in my time, 
were Doftor Demetri, who was above 80 years old, 
was born in Scio, had travelled through England ' 
and Gei*many, praftifed nine years in St. Efprit, the 
chief hofpital in Rome, and in his youth had acqui- 
red fome knowledge in botany, which he did not 
negleft, as he at this age had a complete knowledge 
of Ray's and Tournefort's fyftems. I gave him 
fome idea of Dr. Linnoeus's famous fyftem. He re- 
* ceived my informations in the fame manner, as an 
aged foldier, incapable of attending battles and 
fieges, is yet rejoiced to hear of new expeditions. 
Dr. Zani was the other of the faculty in Smyrna ; 
he appeared to be ayoung, handfome, and naturally- 
ingenious man, provided with fuch learning as is 
required for knowing common difeafes: he had 
great hopes to gain the peopks confidence, towards 
which he was already pretty well advanced. 

The 1 6th, I made my firft jaunt on horfeback, 
which gave me no favourable opinion of the inaa- 

C 3 bic^iHts 
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bitants of the Eaft. The miferable roads^ over hilb 
and dale$, f^U of ftones and mud* pnt me in mind q( 
the incomparable roads in Sweden, and gave me a 
much wprfe opinipn of the celebrj^ted Squtherq. 
countries, than I before had. But what on thia 
journey caufed a woeful remembrance to a Swede, 
i^as the place, where five years ago, Mr. Kierman, 
merchant in Smyrna, and fon to Mr. Alderman 
Kierman in Stockholm, was fhbt dead by fome 
feighwaymen. The lofs our trade fufFered by the 
4eath of this young man, was not to be repaired by 
the laraefitations of th^ Turks or the punifliment 
qf the mur4erers. The former however fhewq^ 
that, amongft thofe we efteem barbarians, there are 
lovers of virtue, and the latter confirms to us, that 
the Turks have learned the wife rule, that jufticc 
is due to alj men. Budgia, an agreeable country* 
feat of the Duti:h Cpnful Hochpied, to which 
we came, expelled thefe melanc][ioly reflexions. Its 
Cyprefs park, filled whh Gazellas, Peacocks, Phea- 
fants. Partridges and Nightingales, is incompar 
rable. 

The diverfions of the Carjiaval began amongft 
the Franks, the beginning of the year, with balU 
and genteel fuppers- I was prefent, the 5th of Ja? 
nuary, at the entertainment the Dutch Confui 
Hochpied gave to all the Europeans. Every thing 
i«ra$ well condufted, after the European- manner^ 
Mufick i$ the only thing, we niuft put up with, after 
the manner of the country, which is bad enough. It 
confifted of two miferable violins, and two lutes, neir 
tlicr of which was well played. This npble art is now 
fio more to be found, in a country where it once had 
arrived to the higheft perfeftion. In vain may we 
now look for an Orpheus among the Greeks; but 
d> dance, a remain of the Grecian age, performed by 

the 
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the Greek women, afforded me infinite pleafare* 
They were about fifteen in number, the forerooft of 
which conduced the dance, by making figns with a 
garment (he held in her hand. The art confifted 
in keeping an equal half-circle^ to be obferved un- 
der «tll their different turnings. They likewife fe- 
deral times made a labyrinth, but in^mediately re- 
jaffumed their former ftation, There was fome* 
thing particular in this dance, which at firft fight, 
convinced me it was ancient. My cotyefturcs were 
confirmed by Mn Pcyfonell, the French Conful, 
who hath much knowledge in what relates to Gre- 
cian antiquities.^ He told me, that fome monuments 
of marble ha^ been found, on which this dance 
was fculptured. It is fo agreeable when danced 
by Greeks^ dreffed in the ancient manner and con- 
formable to the dance, that no modern inventioq of 
this kind feems to equal it. The mufidc ufed oa 
this occafion did not appear to me to have been 4e- 
figned for it by the antient$i What I aitervt^rds 
heard them fing, fcemed to me better applied. 

The hard froft, which had lafte^ a whole week; 
(the like was not remembered by the oldeft men li- 
ving) wa.5 now fo far brokci tha^ I in the afternoon 
of rhe 2d of February could venture myfelf in the 
jgardens, without the town, to fee what havock win- 
ter had made amongft ray flowers, which I a fliort 
time before had feen in their ^lory, They had 
withftood the cold pretty well, fo that Chryfanthe- 
nmm and Calendula, with feveral others, yet adorn* 
c4 the fields ; but fome of the SyngcQefifts ha4 fuf^ 
fcred a little. Art has been but qf fmall affiftance 
m the gardens here, except m planting a few 
Orange-trees, which do not grow wild. Nature in 
this place is amiable; but, if a little art was ufed, 
?]fee gardens lj?re would (oon poflfefs much greater 

* , C 4 b^autie? 
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beauties, than thofe in our Northern Europe, whicK 
require fo much coft and labour ; Orange-trees grow 
here in abundance, nor does any. body care to pluck 
the fruit, which remains on the trees the whole 
year, until the flowering feafon, when it falls off. 
Some Fig, Olive, and Pomegranate-trees, ftand here 
and there, without order. Poplar-trees are common 
^'. enough few Dates and Palm-trees are to be fecn, 
and thofe feemto be very old. Cyprefs trees 
"^ grow in fome places, and mount towards the fky, 
like tall Pyramids. Such are the grcateft oriiaipents 
I nature has given to thefe countries. Hedera Helix 
1 (Ivy) grows in fuch abundarc^ about and within all 
I the gardens of Smryna, that it can fcarcely b? more 
common in any place. It makes the greateft part 
of their hedges, and creeps about every where in 
their gardens, to which it is an ornament but of 
little fervice. I faw fome of nature's mafter-pieces, 
of this plant, which confirmed me in my former o- 
pinion, howufeful it is to adorn gardens, efpecially 
if art leads it to f)roper places, where it is moft 
.wanted. 1 faw an Ivy and a Vine together, cover 
a Pome-granate tree, which made a noble appear- 
ance. In another place, four Vines had crept up a 
Fig-tree, and with their fibrous roots faftened to 
the bark, which was not lefs agreeable ; but the 
handforaeft of all was a gateway, nature had made 
pf Ivy, which had twilled itfelf together, over 
a miferable garden gate, to the thicknefs of three 
feet, and the length of eight. The gate confiiled of 
fomeunplancd and rough deals nailed togetiier, ordi- 
nary enough for a common ftable door ; but the cover- 
ing might have been an ornament to tlie <:ntrance 
of a royal garden. The fences round gardens are 
moftly fuch as the want of wood taught them, tp 
make. They are chiefly hedges, . and therefore 

perma- 
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permanent. They make them of Willows, which are 
planted at the fides of a ditch, at four feet dift- 
ance; or of Caprificus, which is yet handfom- 
er, and peculiar almoil to this country, planted in 
the fame manner. I believe, that our Swediftx huf- 
bandmen will not dare to plant fuch fences ; but I 
know the former hath been under confideration, 
and I wiih it was done in the fame manner it is here, 
as I am perfuaded it may. 

Ba^ccs are more common here. Ivy, and a 
parcel of other bufties grow on them, with common 
Reed, Arundo Phragmites, (Donax) much larger 
than the Swedifli, and make them durable and a 
good defence. 1 was curious to know how this Reed 
came ta grow in fuch quantities on thefe banks, and 
enquired of the inhabitants whether it had been 
fown or planted there ? They anfwered in the ne- 
gative. I alked whether they had carried the 
earth from the fea fliore, and the roots in it, which 
afterwards grew up? This they likewife denied. 
The earth for the banks is dug on the fpot, and 
thrown out of the ditches on both fides. It was not 
however very difficult to difcover whence this plant 
came. It is not long fince the fea went up to thefe 
gardens, which runs now a cannon-flaot from them, 
and then, as now, Reed grew on the fhore. The 
fea decreafed, . and its bottom became dry land, 
whereby the roots of this Reed remained with its 
former fliores, which, after the ground was dug up 
for banks, were at liberty to fpread, grow up and 
feed, like the largeft wood j but this was not fo ea- 
fy, whilft they lay hid in the ground under a high- 
way. Clay walls are the worft kind of fences ufed 
here. The fpring began already, on the 12th of 
February, to bring farth the beauties of the South- 
ern regions, owing to'the mild climate. The Al- 
mond-tree 
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mond-tree flowered around Smyrna on bare 
boughs. Anemones and Tulips adorned the fields, 

?( and grew fpontaneoufly in valleys, and at the foot 
of mogntains. The former arc pretty, of diflferent 
colours, purple and deep red, cochineal red, 
with a white ring at the bafis of the petals. I 
defcribed to day a Solitaire, a bird kept in a 
cage in our Swediih houfe. It is a kind of Thruih 

I (Turdus folitarius), highly cfteemed by the Eaft- 
ern nations for its fong; and they have told me, that 
it fells to the Turks at Conftantinople, for 200 Pi- 
aftcrs. It whifttes, and can learn to fing entire 
airs, if it be kept to it, and excrcifed. They arc 
found in the Grecian iflands. Whence they are 
brought over and fold by the Greeks, who in their 
latiguage, call it JAsyct^M. If kept in a cage, it is fed 
with freih meat, infe^ and currants. 

I was defirous to fee Opobalfamum or Balfam of ^ 
Mecca in a place where I was certain to find it good 
and genuine. This is feldomf ound genuine in Europe, 
and perhaps never entered an Apothecary's ftiop in 
Sweden, unadulterated. It is a drug that is feldom 
to be had genuine, even in Turkey ; for the buihe$ 
from which it is taken are fcarce in Arabia, and the 
quantity they yearly afford is barely fuflicient foif 
the court of the Turkiih Emperor, and the gran« 
dees of the' empire. A few of the common Turks^ 
who make pilgrimages to Mecca, may chance to get 
a fmall quantity not mixed, but fcarcely one in ^ 
tjioufand that yearly go there return without fome 
mixture, which they fell for the true Balfam, though 
they have made it of Turpentine, &c. Of this kind I 
take the greatcft part to be, which the Druggifts 
and Apothecaries in Europe have; as I faw their 
merchants in Smyrna buy fuch mixtures, and fen4 
them to Europe, (he^e to b^ dii^fe4 of pnder tha 
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flame of the true Balfam of Mecca* I faw fome the 
1 3th of February^ which I am fure was of the true 
kind ; as it agreed with the de£:riptioos the heft au* 
tbprs h^ve givea us, aod what I myfelf have leara'4 
.concerning its tranfporcation« I had frequently op- 
portunities to fee, what was called Balfam of Mecca* 
but I never believed any to be the true, except 
chisi which I have de&ribed 

Sf&ing was now advancing apace : and as the 
heat encreafed, I went without the town on the 
I4th« to fee what effeA this fine weather had on na- 
;ture, and what fore of plants the fpring afibr<led* I 
went to the burying-places of the Turks, to fee 
vhether they coofained any thing worth notice. 
They bury moil of their dead without the town, 
^ey have however near fome of their churches, 
and even private houfes places fill'd witli graves. 
But the largeft and moil- numerous are without 
the town. They occupy s^ large terrace around the 
town, and therefore make a|i incredible quantity of 
earth ufeleft, which they cncreafq dailyt by digging 
?}ew graves and iej^pching for other places, when 
they bury their dead. Thef have their burying-^ 
places furrounded with: fine walls, and handfomer 
thiin thofe about their gardens aB4' vineyards. At 
each grave they h^ud raifed. up a (lone of coarfe 
marble,, for tfee mod part grey, but foinc brown. 
On thefe they had bellowed jaiore or left art, ac» 
cording to the eftate and cfteem thedeccafed enjoy* 
ed while living. I concluded thofe were grandeft, 
over whom was built a triangular monument of 
ftones. Next w:ere thofe with oblong ftones, on, the 
farther end of which was engraved a turban or 
Turkifli headdrefs ;.if this is green, it Agnizes that 
i^x Emir or relation of Mahomet lies here. The 

pooreft ha4: plj^ip ftpaes without 9.ny m and la^ 

bour. 
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bour, except cutting them out of a rock and 
fmoothing. There were fome that had infcrip- 
ttons. The burying-places of the Turks are 
handfome and agreeable, which. is owing chiefly to 
the many fine plants that grow in them and which 
they carefully place over their dead: Cyprefles of 
Y> remarkable height, and an innumerable quantity of 
Rofemary, were the plants chiefly found here. The 
latter were now in fujl bloflbm and aflForded a de- 
j licious odour. The former, which the Turks ef- 
I teem mourning trees, were in fruit, and are agree- 
* able both fummer and winter to the light and fmell. 
The Turks aft much more confiftent than the 
Chriftians, when they bury their dead without the 
town, and plant dver them fuch vegetables, as 
; by their aromatick aiid balfamick fmell can drive a- 
I way the fatal odours, with which the air is filled in 
fuch places. I ^m perfuadcd, that they by this ef- 
' cape many misfortunes, which afFeft Chriftians, from 
their wandering and dwelling conftantly among the 
dead. A large and fine variety of RanunculiitJ 
Ficaria ; the Androface of Linna&us were new flowers 
of this year, which I fa,w, and the Almond-tree 
which was fnow-whit6 with bloffbms. Why does 
the Almond-tree, which hath white flowers, blof- 
fom on bare boughs ? not for the fame reafon as 
the hazel ; perhaps the fruit, having a ftonc, 
requires a longer time to grow ? They adorn the 
. rifing grounds, and according to nature's order ought 
to afford much fruit, as they bloom at a time of 
the year when the iky i? conftantly fercne, ai!id it 
neither rains nor is there any kind of bad weather, 
which in many countries prevent a fine bloflTora 
from giving the wiihed-for fruit. 

The 17th, I found Hyacinthus Mufcari grow in 
common round the town, and in full bloffom. The 
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Turks call it Mufcharumiy and it ferves them in 
their love affairs in this manner : A young man feuds 
^ this flower to a girl h& loves ; When fhe fees it is 
Mufcharumi, flie muft remember a word in rhime to 
anfwer this, which is Ydfkerumi, and puts her in 
mind by implication what her lover expefts from 
her. This is properly called an allegorical manner 
of fpeaking. This evening I learned an ingenious 
method of giving wine a good and pleafant tafle, 
from the French conful Mr. Peyfonell, who had late- 
ly got it from the Greek biftiop in Smyrna, 1 have 
defer ibed it in my colleftions, and took care of the 
thing with which it is to be done : this Mr* Peyfonell 
likewife gave me. 

The 24th in the afternoon, I had an opportunity 
of feeing the Jews fynagogue. I went there with 
Mr. De Cofla, the principal Jew merchant in Smyr- 
na, and a man of knowledge acquired both by 
obfervation and reading. There are not. about fix 
fynagogues in Smyrna ; there were more formerly, 
which Were dellroyed by fire, and not fmce rebuilt. 
Thofe remaining are fmall, but handfome. In 
the middle of the fynagogue was an elevated 
place furrounded with a clofet, within which were * 
benches. I took thofe, who fat there, for holy men. 
Round the walls were likewife benches, upon which 
the men fat, and on the fides on the floor and in 
galleries were feparate clofets, in which the women 
performed their devotions. From the cieling hung 
a quantity of glafs lamps and ' fome metal candle- 
fticks. In . one of thefe fynagogues I was (hewed 
the books of Mofes, wrote in a fine Hebrew let- 
ter on parchment, covered with filk, rolled up and 
tied round with ribbands. They had about four 
clofets filled with fuch volumes : thefe clofets flood 
in the wall ; and on the pannek of the doors the 
2 Law 
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Law bf Mofcs, the ten commandments, and othef 
parts of the Pentateuch, were i;^otk6d with letters ttit 
out of black cloth, and fewed on cloth of different " 
colours, hi each fynagogue fat a man on one fide of 
the door, dreffcd in black or White, reading ih the 
book^ of Mofcs; and feveral people that fit on 
the benches likewife had them and read after him* 
Coming home, I got an Iris (tuberofa) imbcrbis^ 
corollis apice pnrpureis. 

Barnaba is one of th6 prettieft villages I'btitid 

Smyrna, being about two hours journey from the 

town, whither we went on horleback the id 6{ 

March. An Aga had the command of this, as weU 

as fome other villages hereabout ; but the lad 

poffeffor of this office having feveral times fufniflht* 

cd the Franks with occafion of complaint, at the 

beginning of this month they petitioned the Porte to 

difmifs him. He was accordingly difcharged, by 

which mean^, the Franks became more at liberty 

to enjoy the pleafures the country might afford* 

The hufbandman was now ploughing the land that 

had been fallow laft year. The foil is here quite 

loofe and eafy to till, and therefore requires little 

labour in cultivation. It confifts chiefly of a loofe 

clay mixt with fand and covered with rich mould* 

They always ufe oxen to plough the field ; the cott^ 

ftruftion of the plough I have ddfcribed m another 

place* It is amufing to ,fee them take off the 

plough-fliare when they have done their v^ork, and 

put in on again when they have occafion. We 

paffed by the burying-ground of this place, thain 

which many of our country parifhes in Sweden have 

not larger. It ftiould therefore feem, that it was 

more than fufficient for a villagei which cpritstins 

Hot above 20 or 30 families; but, to bury after the 

'1 Turkifli 
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l\tr]dfli manner, who never lay a corpfo where 
another before hath been buried, fueh a placd 
nmft^been larged every year} and probably, all the 
land belonging to the village will in time be filled 
With grave-ftones and bones of the dead. The 
largenefs of the place, and the number of monu* 
meiits (hew, that the village muft have been a con* 
fiderable time inhabited, as people live to a great 
age, and feW die in a, year. We alighted at the 
houfe of Mn^Begler, the chief Grecian merchant 
in Smyrna^ a man whom I ought to mention with 
refpef):; he had good fenfe, had lived long in HoIland» 
and now had an extenfive trade to that country in 
company with a Dutch merchant. His houfe was 
bnilt in the Dutch taile, and furrounded with a 
fmall garden^ where no other plants grew 
than thofe of the country. Marjoram (Origanum 
Majorana) which almoft every farmer in Sweden 
has growing in his garden^ was reckoned the fearced 
plant, and kept in a pot near the entrance oF the 
hoafe, with Cheiranthus Incanus over againd it, 
on th(t other fide were Fig-trees, Almond-trees, 
Orang^-trecs, QjaentalPlancriree. (Platanus orien* 
talis) &c. which with us arc kept in hot-houfes 
and pots, but here in the open air left to nature ] 
1 took however notice, that the hard froft towards ^ 
the latter end of February had ravaged the Orange* 
trees, _whofe leaves and fruit were entirely deftroy- 
ed. This had likewife happened in the town, a- 
mongft the trees that Were there. On our return 
We faw Storks, that were travelling from the South- 
ward to the Northward, who took up their lodg- 
ings in a wheat-field, where they walk as gentle and 
fcarleis as if they were tame. Thefe birds arc 
mod favoured in Turkey% The Turks are their 
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\ grcatcft defenders ; and if a Chriftian fbould hap* 

j pen to kill one of them, he would endanger bis 

j fafety. Thofe who own a houfe where Storks have 

\ nefled, are fuppofed to receive great bleffings 

from heaven, and to be free from all misfortunes. 

A neft of them is efteemed by a bigoted Turk, 

more than a field full of Sheep and Camels. 

The I ft of March in the afternoon, I viewed 
the dock-yard in Smyrna, as they were about laying 
down a Swediih (hip. This is a miferable place, 
built by the Turks, where fliips can be laid over to 
clean them^ but a middling vcffel will not be hove 
down for lefsvthan 150 to 200 piaftcrs. The 
place over which we went • and returned took • 
up my attention more than the dock : It confifted 
of a pretty fpacious field, which, as well as I can 
guefs, may contain little more than one acre. I be- 
held this field was anew world, or a new enlargement 
of the inhabited world ; it may be difEculc to find 
a place which fo clearly proves the decreafc of the 
fea, as this : Here I could plainly fee a dried bot- 
tom of the fea, which confifted of clay fill'd with (hells 
and all forts of fea-infe6ls ; around its extremities, on 
the former fliore, lay all forts of pebble-ftohes, 
which the fea had thrown up. Here no plants had 
yet had time to root, and be changed into mould ;. 
but I am perfuaded that within a few years one may 
walk here as in a garden, fetch fruit out of a vine- 
yard, or mow a corn-field. Towards the latter a 
good beginning was already made by the Turks at 
the weft-end of the place, where a little ftripe was 
fown with barley, which grew freely. The place 
• on which Smyrna is built hath had the like origin 
and appearance, with its gardens, vineyards and 
corn-land ; I could never have found any thing more 
agreeable than our Swedifli arrow-headed grafs 
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(Triglochin paluftre) which t found to the north- 
ward of this field. If I had not been able to dif* 
cern w&b-my eyes, and confirmed by the inhabi* 
tants that this place formerly flood under water, 
this plant had been fufficient to convince me and 
others, who know its nature, and that through 
the whole world jt grows in fuch places, where it 
can receive nourifhrnent from an earth that hath 
feme remains of fea fait. 

I HAD an inclination to fee the inland fituation 
of Natolig, before I left its coafts, and therefore 
fet out on the nth of March for Magnefia, which 
is 8 hours travelling from Smyrna. I fet out at 
fun-rife, accompanied by a Drogman, an Arminiaa 
fervant and a guide. We were all well armed, 
which is cuflomary in this country, and fre* 
quently neceflary in the fhortefl journey. We took 
horfes hoax the daravan, which goes every Wednef- 
day and Sunday from Smyrna to Magnefia. In one 
hour's travelling from the town we came to a large 
field, covered with Olivcrtrees, and- in foiw placet 
turned into corn lattd. Round thcfe fields were fe- 
vefal villages, under the command of an Aga, who 
had his feat in Barnaba, one of the largefl and 
handfomeft. "After this we faw a quite different 
profpeft, and this fo odd, that I doubt whether any 
one who has not feen the Eaftern countries can 
have any idea of it : a> mixture of hills and vallies, 
like the high billows and gulphs in a boifterous fea* 
In no place was it more evident that the continent, 
we call earth, was in the beginning the bottom of 
the fea. The hills wer^ in their form unequal, 
fome being flat towards the top ; others of a 
conick figure. At a diftance they feeraed com- 
pofed of fand, gravel, clay, or fome other earth, 
being covered with mould and plants. But at a 
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nearer view they are found to confill of a dark 
brown, coarfe, loofe flate, compofed of thin flate*, 
and which mly eafily be broke by the fingers. 
I found hills of flate at the road fide, with breaches 
cut through them to make pafl!ages for travellers* 
The other hills of Natolia confifted of Lime-flone, 
which was whitifh, and of a coarfe grain : in thcfc 
I likewife faw fome large breaches; but an innif- 
merable quantity of loofe ftones of this kind covered 
both hills and roads. Nor were there wanting 
loofe flones of Quartz, Spart, reddifli Lime-ftone, 
Sand^ftone, Spars mixt with Quartz; yet unmixed 
Quartz was fomewHat fcarce, and always in Angle 
pieces. Such mountains as we moftly have in the 
North, are not to be feen here. Mould makes the 
upper furface of all hills, in which grow various 
plants, but none fo common as Arbutus Andrachnc. 
This bufli covers the hill in every place, and grows 
in fuch quantities, that I have never feen any plain 
fo covered with Juniper-buflies in Sweden. The 
latter were fo fcarce, that I fcarce faw ten on the 
whole road. The Spanifh Pine (Pinus Picea) was 
fomcwhat more common, and occupied the moft barren 
places ; but moft of thefe trees were young. All 
the hills lay uncultivated, a fign of a country 
badly till'd. If Natolia was well inhabited, good 
hufbandmen would certainly make the hills turn 
out to fome account. Here might be planted 
good vineyards of the fine vines that grow about 
Smyrna. Here a number of Iheep might feed in 
places that agree well with them, where the flieep's 
Fefcue grafs (Feftuca ovina) grows fufliciently. 
Goats might feed here to a much greater number 
than are now found here, there being plenty of 
food for them. And if all other places, which here 
lie uncultivated, were to be turned into corn land, 
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a careful hufbandman might raife the fineft crops oa 
thefe hills. The vales between the hills did not 
appear very remarkable lb me. They rather con- 
fifted of fmall vales dividing one hill from another, 
than of large and level plains. I faw no more thaa 
two or three fuch plains, but they were not large, or 
elfe over-run with the Andrachne. The profpcft of 
the country is rather ftrange than pleafmg j and the 
roads are very bad, as travellers muft ride amongfl: 
broken ftones up and down the higheft hills. la 
fome places the roads were paved, which feem to 
be the remains of the ancients care for the conve- 
niency of travellers. We met alfd with ftone- 
bridges, which feemed too good to be built by the 
people who now inhabit the country. They were 
formerly of morie ufe than at prefenr, as the river 
muft have been larger ; for we could now conve- 
niently crofs it without paiEng the bridge* Taverns 
were frequent on the road. We came to three or 
four, but they have nothing to give travellers but 
Goflfee, and water, which every one might fetch from 
^ the well. The coffee-houfe confifted of a heap of 
ftones piled, covered with boughs* Here a Turk 
made a fire for the cofFee*pot, and to light pipes ; 
thefe, with a cup, were all \ve could get for our bo- 
dily wants. Wine and brandy are ftrange thing* 
for a Turk to give or fell to a traveller ; but if he 
be treated with a glafs by a traveller, he will forget 
the rigour of his religion during the time he drinks 
it. A Turk of the better fort commonly makes it 
a matter of confcience not to tranfgrefs the law that 
forbids them the ufe of fpirituous liquors. There 
are however more to be found that regard this as 
a commandment not rigoroufly enforced ; and when 
the number of Tuiks who believe drunkennefs no 
iin^ comes to equal that of the Chriftians, life will be 
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much more miferable both for them and ftrangerar^ 
We alighted to reft at one of thefe places, and 1 
feized the opponunity to fee what plants the fpring 
had brought forth. Saffron (Crocus fativus Linn.) 
vras the firft^ and the moft remarkable I found. I 
ihould have been well fatisfied with feeing this 
plant grow in its native country, if I had found no- 
thing elfe in this journey. The oriental Saffron is 
not a diftinft fpecies from the European ; but its 
goodnefs and virtue in phyfic hath always been 
more efteemed than the latter, therefcM'e the dofe 
of it is lefs as it is ftroager. It grew here^ but in no 
coniiderable quantity, amongft the Arbutus An- 
drachne ; not at the top, but towards the decline of 
the hilts; nor expofed to the heat of the fun^ but ia- 
ihady places. The colour was a pale yellow; but I 
iaw fame near Smyrna of a more dark and almoift 
deep yellow* Natdia is weB ftorcd with this, pre- 
cious plant, 'without culture; and in certain places^ 
as round Magnefia, towards the confines ofBruSk, 
large quantities are ^thered and exported to dif- 
ferent places in Afia and Europe ; I have however 
food reafon to fufpeA that all our apothecary (hops 
ave not the fort to fell that is gathered here, when 
oriental Saffron is prefcribed. The phyfician as well 
as the apothecary cannot but fufped its genuinenefs^ 
after having gone through the hands of fo many 
druggifts, who, as I myfelf have feen, underftand 
the art of encreafing a drug they cannot gain by 
when fold genuine.' Therefore, if any one is de- 
firous of having the true oriental Safiron, which is . 
fuch a noble medicine, he maft endeavour to get ic 
from the firft hand, which can beft be done by or* 
dering it from any of the above-mentioned towns^ 
and fome iilands in the Archipelago, where it grows 
In yet larger quantities* A ph^cian, who is pot 
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certain of this drag, will find it confident with pru- 
dence, rather to prefcribe Englifh Saffi-on in a larger 
dofe, than to prefcrifoe one thing and get another. 
The Hyacinth (Hyacinthus) and Star-flower (Omi- 
thogalum) were the other (pring flowers I found 
here. We came to Magnefia at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon, and got lodgings in the firfl: Khan or 
Carayanferai place, which for its ufe anfwers to an 
inn in Europe ; and where a traTcller hath the fame 
kmdof accommodations, according to the cuftoms of 
the country. The houfe was well buHt, but kept in 
bad repair, covered with lead, and over the whole 
roof were raifed arches at the diilance of 12 feet 
from each other. The building was two {lories high. 
The upper were lodging rooms, and the lower ma« 
gazines for goods and (landing for horfes. It con- 
fifted of a quadrangle which enclofed a fine large 
yard, in the middle of which was a good fou tain, 
affording excellent water. This the Eaftern nations 
are always foUicitous to keep in order, for themfelves 
and travellers. I here firft experienced how a tra- 
veller is lodged in Turkey. We were led to a 
chamber, the paflage to which was more difficult 
than the high hills I afterwards afi:ended ; as on the 
latter I had firm ground to (land on, but here loofe 
ftones. The inward appearance was fuch as might 
be expelled in a place which ha^ not been cleaned 
for 1000 years, viz. from its beginning, and perhaps 
fome thoufands of people have lodged in it. A rufh 
matt was laid on the floor for esich of us, on which 
we put the bedclothes we had taken with us ; and 
this was all our furniture, table, chairs and bed. 
They make no great preparations here to accom- 
modate travellers, and yet they live tolerably well, 
though not very agreeably, in the beginning, to 
thofe who are not accuilomed to it. Mufclem (thus 
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the chief commander of a town in Turkey is called) 
was the firft I had to wait on, to deliver him my 
letters of recommendation from his friends in 
Smyrna, and to let hini know my intention of feeing 
the town and places adjacent. I went immediately 
to him, and made him iomc prefents I had brought 
with me. No traveller approaches a Turkilh of- 
ficer, efpccially if he has any bufinefs with him, 
without bringing him fome prefents. This is the 
cu(lom of the country, and was the fame in ancient 
times, as may be feen by the travels in the Old 
Teftament. Sweetmeats, tea, or fome, fuch mat- 
ters, are what a traveller had beft offer,- as they arc 
acceptable. When I firft came in, he was engaged 
in more important bufinefs than to bcatleifure for 
me. He was at his prayers, which were thofe, that 
after the Mahometan religion are performed an 
hour before fun fet, and no Mufulman will on apy 
account omit or poftpone them. I therefore went 
away, and was by his fervant brought into a houfe 
where a Turkifli wedding was* celebrating. I was 
politely received here, as well as in, every place I 
went to in the town. I could not fee the marriage 
performed, nor the married couple. Very few 
Turks, much lefs a Chriftian, are allowed, to be 
prefent. But I was at liberty to behold the diver- 
Cons of the guefts, who were in a large room, which 
always is before the Turks chamber. They con-f 
fifted here, as in other places, in mufic and dancing, 
tho' quite foreign to our tafte. The mufic were 
two fmall kettle drums of copper, and a kind of 
rough and ill-founding dulcimer. The muficians 
beat both fo hard, that in a very large room, open 
on all fides, none could hear what another: faid, 
tho' he fpoke loud ; but there was nothing like order 
©r time kept. The dance was performed by one 
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perfon, who might juftly be faid to dance for all. 
He was dreffcd in a ftiort jacket, was bare footed, 
and looked like a Turkifti foldier. He held in each 
hand two wooden fpoons. Thus accoutred, he 
ikipped about the middle of the room, and moved 
his head and arms as much as his feet, at the fame v 
time often bending his body backwards, forwards, 
and fideways. He held the fpoons, two in each 
hand, in fuch a manner between his fingers, that he 
could frequently ftrike them together, which with 
the rough mufic made a noifc no ways agreeable to 
our ears. As far as I could comprehend, the chief 
pleafurc confifted in feeing a perfon for full three 
quarters of an hour perfift in a motion fo ftrong, 
as to put the body and every limb at once in full 
aftion. By this we may fee that fomething of the 
xruftoms.of the ancient inhabitants of thefe places, 
whofe greateft diverfions confided in feats of ac- 
tivity, ftill remains. I went back to Mufclem, and 
being' new admitted to a hearing, was received with 
much politenefs. He was fo young that his whi/kers 
had but juft begun to grow, and was therefore 
early enough appointed to fuch a confidcrable em- 
ployment. The road to preferment is the fame 
amongfl: the Turks as amongft other nations. Merit 
is fometiraes of fervice, but conneftions, riches and 
power beft avail. Kara Ofman Oglou, one of the 
moft remarkable perfons at this time under the 
Turkifli government, was his father. He had found 
means to get the command over all this part of Na- 
<olia, which reaches from-Smyrna to Burfa, and had^ 
3t the change the Turkifli Emperor made this year 
amoagft his officers, prevailed fo far as to be ap- 
pointed Mufelem in Magnefia, where he put his fon 
in his room* and fent his fon-in-law, who had hi- 
xherto been in Magnefia, to Smyrna. Himfelf lived 
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10 Kyragatchy a village two days journey from Mag* 
oefia, where are the richeft and fineft Cotton plan- 
tations in Natolia. He could immediately raife 
2o,oop men, which were under his command; and it 
was rumoured that his revenue were 1200 piaftera 
a day. It was now about fun (eu when the Turks 
eat fupper ; I therefore took my leave, after being 
defired to call again after fupper, I had fcarcely 
time to go from the fopha to the door, before the 
cloth was laid and two diflies cleared. The Turks 
cat extremely faft, I have known a dinner of above 
twenty diflies to hav^ been finiflied in a quarter of 
an hour. 

I COULD not undertake any thing before I had 
made another vifit to the Mufelem. Being a phy-t 
fician, I was much regarded by him; and his example 
was not only followed by his fervants, but through 
the whole town wherever I went : fo far from points 
ing at me or ray fervant, and calling Jaur (unbe* 
liever) which is otherwifc cuftomary amongft the 
Turks when they fee a Chriftian, efpecially a 
ftranger, I faw and heard myfelf called and taken 
notice of a$ Hekim Packi 2 however, I had not this 
complaifance for nothing. Mufelem, as the chief 
of the town, began very carefully to think about 
his health ; which was not only followed by his fcr* 
vants, but by all in the town whom' I had occafiou 
to converfe with. It is common enough amongft 
the Turks, and even Greeks, to be fick as often ai 
they have an opportunity of fpeaking to a phyfi* 
cian, Moft of them are fubjeft to the hypochon^ 
driac diforders ; and as this difeafe always occafiona 
pcrfons to be fufpicious of their health, efpecially 
in the country, and in little towns, where they feldom 
hav? 9n opportunity of converfing with them who 
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can give them any fatisfadton, it is no wonder they 
(houid be curious, and that a phyiician ihould be 
both welcome and employed. There is no occafion 
to dcfirc to feel the pulfe. The firft thing the per* 
ion does who confults a doctor, is to put forward his 
naked arm. I knov/ not where they learned this, as 
perhaps neither they, nor their fathers before 
them, «ver appeared before a phyfician capable 
of judging by the pulfe. If I may guefs, I (hould 
think it tranfmiued by the parents to their off* 
fpring, and to have been firft introduced by that 
great phyfician who lived here, and put fuch great 
and juft confidence in the pulfe. It is not difficult 
10 imagine that the great doftor from Stanchio 
(Cous) to acquire perfeft experience, on which he 
built his fcience, here introduced the cuftom, that, 
when any difeafed perfon confultcd him he felt his 
pulfe,'which he taught his difciples ; of whom the peo- 
ple learned it, and have retained it to this day 
without knowing the reafon ; in the fame manner 
as hath happened with religious ceremonies amongft 
fome nations, who now, tho' they ftill ufe them, 
know not whence or why they were introduced, 
thofe who introduced and propagated them having 
through the change of times been extirpated. I 
gave my Mufelem fome medicines I had taken with 
me from Swedeii in order to ftrengthen his ftomach. 
A Seraglio of fifteen women, which at fo early 
an age he kept, was enough^ to hurt it ; but I would 
not advife any phyfician, who may chance to be in my 
fituatibn, and is confulted by a Turkifli grandee, to 
tell him this, as he might perhaps become a martyr 
to truth. It is beft to think and do what appears 
10 be of fervicc, and talk as little as poflible. By 
way of rccompence he gave me, a$ Lord of the 
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Town, liberty to go whither I pleafed, and pro- 
mifed to take care that the mountains and places 
where I intended to botanize fhould be clear, 
which I efteemcd the beft reward I could defire. 

The Greek and Armeijian churches kept this 
week (April 12) holy. They ufe the Old Style 
as we do in Sweden ; but our Celiian amendment 
of the Swedifh almanack brings our Eafter and Lent 
at the fame time with the Roman Catholics and others 
that follow the New Style. The ceremonies, which 
certainly make the greateft part of the divine wor- 
fliip amongft the Chriflians here, were better to be 
feen this week than at any other time, becaufe now 
they were to be more devout. They all tend, and 
were by the ancients evidently inftituted, to (hew 
and reprcfent a|l which the Scriptures hiftorically 
tell us of Cbrift's fufFerings, refurreftion and his 
great works. On Thurfday preceding Good Fri- 
day, was celebrated a commemoration of Chrift^s 
wafliing the difciples feet, in both churches. 
On Good Friday, they reprefented the burial 
according the Scriptures^ On Eafter, was per* 
fonally ftiewn the Refurreftion of Chrift; however, 
the perfon of our Saviour was not reprefented by 
any body, but painted on a table with an cnfigii 
in his hand, which was carried by priefts. The 
Greeks have likewife proceffions, but dare not go 
farther than round the church, though the Romaic 
Catholics go through all French-Street, from the 
Capuchins to the Jefuits Convent. They have thi^ 
liberty as fubjefts of European powers; but the 
Grecians are not allowed, as they are fubjefts of the 
Turkilh Emperor. I faw the ceremony of walhing 
the feet performed by the Greek Bifliop at 1 1 
o'clock in the forenoon, in their largeft church St. 
Pholini, which was done in this manner : After mafs 
had been read in the veftry, where the priefts and 

Bifliop 
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Bifliop alone had taken the Lord's Supper, there 
came forth twelve pricfts drefled in habits of cere- 
mony ; ^ey had mitres on their heads covered with \ 
crape, which is the head drefs of the Greek priefts. 
Thefetook their places on a fquare ftage raifed three 
Aeps fronv the grounds and f^ated themfelves on two 
benches, fix on each fide. The Bifhop foon fol* 
lowed drefled in his epifcopal habit, with two, if not 
three, palls and fmail bells hanging to them, and a , 
Bifhop's mitre of gilt filver and richly fet with pre* 
cious flones. He mounted the theatre and took a 
a front plage, fo as to have his Abbots before him 
on each fide. At the fame time an aged man that 
had been Bifhop in another place, but depofed by 
the Turks, afcended the pulpit which was oppofite 
to the ftage, dreflfed in a pall, accompanied by four 
priefts, and had with him the writings of the Evan- 
gelifts wrote in folio ip literal Greek, and bound 
magnificently in filver. So foon as he had left his 
epifcopal ch^ir, I was permitted to feat myfelf in it 
by fome of the chief of thie Greeks, whence I could 
plainly fee all the ceremonies. Any one that will 
jreprefent to himfelf the Biihop as Chrift, and the 
twelve priefts as the twelve Apoftles, and then read 
the account the Evangelifts give us of this afl^ 
jnay eafily conceive how all was condufted. The 
prieft in the pulpit read the hiftory of Chrift's 
waftiing the difciples feet; and as faft as he read 
what Chrift did, the other imitated. There was 
even occafion for Judas tp be prefent to make up 
the number; but no prieft will voluntarily take 
upon him to ad his perfon if he is not paid for 
his trouble ; wherefore he that takes upon him to 
reprefent the perfon of Judas for a little while, re* 
ceives fifteen piaftres. It would be but of fmall confe- 
quence, if he had only the name of Judas during the 
time his feet are wa%d, but he coiDm>nly retains 

it 
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it for life, Peter politely refufed when that part of 
the text was read which concerned him, wherefore 
eleven only were wafhed. The Biihop again put on 
his pall, and finifhed with a blefCng, after he had 
wa(hed, dried, and kiifed the feet of his meaned 
brethren; and they in return had the honour to 
kifs his head or rather mitre, with which the fcene 
concluded. During the whole fcene, igany large and 
fmall wax candles, and a prodigious number of lamps 
. were burning; The Biftiop held three fmall wax can- 
dles, and each prieft held one. The congregation 
fung in chorufes their hymns, but in their Greek 
method, which is the moft pitiful that can be heard, n 
Noife and riot, which proceeded even to blows on 
the head, were not wanting whilft this fcene lafted. 
In a Greek church the people cannot flcep, which 
often happens in the churches of other perfuafions, 
as thefe are obliged to ftand up, and be in a con- 
ftant motion by croffing and bowing ; but they fall 
into the other extreme, and are too much awake 

foing out of church. I faw the Greeks receive the 
.ord's Supper. Married priefts only receive with 
their own hands the bread and wine, which is given 
them by the Biihop. This was alfo done, as I have 
already noticed, before the wafliing of the feet. 
The bread was of wheat, thick, hard, in fmall cakes 
of three inches diameter, and feemed to be of the 
kind the European mafters of veffels have baked in 
Smyrna for fhip^bread, which otherwife never is ufed 
by the inhabitants of the country. The cake was by 
the Biihop broke into fmaller bits, which were takep 
by the priefts that ftood round the altar, who bit off 
a piece and took the wine, which was likewife given 
them by the Biihop. The people received the commu- 
nion from a prieft after the waflimg of the feet. He 
flood in a iitUe chapel bciide the vcftry, and through 

a window 
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a window reached out to them the Sacrament He 
had bread and wine mixt together in afilver cup, of 
which he gave a tea fpoonful to every body that 
advanced. This was done as the people were pref* 
fing out of the church. The confeiCon had been 
before made, which is done here as in the Latin 
church, each confeiBng by himfelf (Confeifio Au« 
ricularis). The Greek church enjoins children to 
be confefled as ibon as they can ipeak, and they 
even give them the Lord's Supper. The Armenians 
performed this ad in the afternoon ; but it was far 
from making the appearance which that of the Gre- 
cians did. It was done before the altar in the 
church by one of their chief prfefts, as they have 
no Bifhop living here, but are fubordinate to the 
Biihops of other congregations who now and then 
viiic them. Mafs was firft read; the prieft was 
dreiTed in a pall, and had an epifcopal mitre of 
(liver ; he feated himfelf on a carpet ; before him 
flood a chair, in which fuch as were to be wafhed 
feated themfelves one by one. The firft that were 
wafhed were twelve priefts, but the humility was 
carried farther than with the Greeks ; for here the 
whole congregation had this liberty, without dif- 
tinguifhing the richeft merchant from the loweft 
fervant of the ftable, of which two conditions this 
congregation chiefly cooiifts. The priefts vfralhed 
and dried the feet, ^ and anointed them with frefh 
butter, which they faid was made out of the firft 
milk of a young cow. The perfon wafhed and 
anointed kiflcd the prieft's head, went chearfully 
away, and made room for another, which they told 
me would laft a good part of the night. On each 
fide of the prieft was a number of people, old and 
young, who fung in the fame difagreabk tone as: 
the Greeks had done \ but in the literal Armeniai^ 

toriguc; 
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tongue, which is likewife ufed in their public wcrr-» 
fhip, and difFers as much from the Armenian they 
commonly fpeak as the literal Greek does from the 
modern Greek. They had lefs regard to order and 
decency here than amongft the Greeks. He that 
came firfl: began to fing ; arid if any thing was to be 
done, as drcffing and undreiBng the prieft, lighting 
the candles, &c. they ran to and fro without order* 
They had not fo many lights in proportion to the 
fize of the church, which is large, handfome and 
magnificent, and by far furpaffes the Greek church- 
The fair fex never (hewthemfelves openly in any of 
the Chriftian churches in the Eaft, or mix amongft 
the men; but are always prefent in the churchy 
where they have galleries for themfelves, before 
which are fixed lattices through which they may fee 
all that pafles in the church, but cannot be feen. 

The burial of our Saviour was celebrated by the 
Greeks in the afternoon of the 1 3th. The daughters 
of Eve have, by virtue of the Evangelic Hiftory, re- 
ferved this ceremony to themfelves, which is but 
right, as nature has made them propcreft for what 
is here required, namely, to weep. I know not how 
many there were that fulfilled their duty, as I dared 
not to go there. Their bowlings were difagreable 
enough at a diftance, and nothing amiable could 
be feen, as they were veiled. 

The Armenians had a large and magnificent mafs 
on the afternoon of the 14th, Eafter eve, at which 
I was prefent. In the choir beneath the ahar was 
placed a defk, on which were laid the books of the 
Evangelifts, wrote in literal Armenian, bound in 
folio in red and gold tifTue. On one fide of the de/k 
was placed an armed chair, which was occupied by 
the chief prieft (who was to dircft the aft inftead of 
the Biihop) drelTed in his black prieftly habit, and a 

cowl. 
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cowL On each fide of him fat a pried on the flooi> 
drefled in the fame habit. Six married priefts went 
forward to the pulpit, one after the other, fome of 
which read, others chanted, fomething out of a 
book. They were dreffed in their black prieftly 
habits, and when they began theirofiice, a handfome 
pall was put on them. On each fide of the pulpit 
flood a priefl, having a pall and mitre, who held 
fome wax candles, near whom were fome boys 
dreffed in white furplices adorned with croffes* 
When thefe had made the round, twelve handfome 
young men came up to the fame place dreffed in 
white furplices, which reached to the ground, 
ad,orned on the back and fleeves with red croffesu 
They were bare-headed, fhaved to the ears, and 
the crown bald like the Romifh Monks. As far as 
I could learn, fome of thefe were difciplcs to the 
dergy, the others conjmon fervaius, but who had 
the advantage to have been at the hallowed places 
near Jerufalem, and acquired the name of HadgL 
They were all handfome and well-made youths, 
and feemed to be fitter to be under the command of 
a Colonel than a Bifhop. They kiffed the Vice- 
Bifhop's arm as they went forward, and obferved 
the fame at their return. Each of them chanted or 
read fomething out of a book, in the fame manner 
as the former; and betwixt each of their chanting, 
one of the priefts who fat on the floor rofe up, and 
repeated fome words thrice over. I underftood not 
what they were, but was told they were Gloria* 
Their fong ended, one of them that had before 
chanted mounted one of the fteps, and flood before 
the altar, which was hid by a curtain. After he 
had chanted a piece put of the fame book, the vocal 
and inftrumental mufic began below the altar. The 
latter confifted of fmall iron pipes, noc unlike a kind 

of 
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6f dulcimer, which were flruck againft one another; 
and two round brafs plates, which were, according to 
true time> flruck together. This is Turkiih mufiCt 
and does not found very bad in a fong. At certain 
times fmall bells might be heard. After the muilc 
had laded awhile, the curtain which Jiid the niche 
of the altar was Opened, when an old \tntxdblc 
prieft was to be feen, having on a gilt epifcopai 
initre adorned with precious flones, (landing a fmall 
diftance from the altar. On each fide of him flood 
a priefl in black habit, and nearer to him flood the 
priefls who had before beeii at the pulpit with the 
incenfe pot and candles in his hands. The prieft 
began to chant and give benedidlions, which were 
anfwered with finging and mufic by the congrega- 
tion. A little while after the Sacrament was brought 
fonh from a little clofet behind the altar. It was 
borne by one of the above-mentioned difciples, 
who carried it as high as his head, and placed it on 
the altar. At the fame time came another, who 
took the mitre off the prieft, who was now to pro- 
nounce a benediftion over the Sacrament and ex- 
hibit it to the congregation. Every one lighted the 
candles, which were before diftributed through the 
whole church for money, and were large and nu- 
merous. Two were lighted at a time, as faft as the 
ceremony advanced. The largeft, which ftood on 
the front of the altar, and were about fix inches 
diameter, were fecmingly lighted when the Sacrap 
mcnt was blefTed. It was however not they that 
burned, but fmaller candles fixed to the top wxre 
lighted in their ftead. The priefts chanted and the 
congregation fung, until the fcene was concluded. 
The priefts on each fide had a plate faftened to a 
long ftafF, with which they made a tinkling when 
^y.thiUArOf confeque;ice vsis performing; nor did 
; F the 
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the ptit^ vmh the incenfe pot omit his duty, for he 
qf tea wa?eii and diftributed his odours both towards 
the altar and choir. The curtain at length was tec 
dowai to %niff that all was ended, and for everj one 
to return hoaxc. On each fide of the principal altar 
were two fmaUer, on which no ceremonies were per-* 
formed; but in a handfome large chapel without 
the church, there was mais read by other prieits» 
for thofe who bad not room in the church^ 

The j[5th, Eafter-day, the feftiyal of the Arme- 
foians and Greeks began« The manner in which it 
\7zs celebrated by the latter was worth notice, as it 
teflified how much this nation retains of its former 
bclinations for diflblute diverlions at feftlvals* He 
that Jknows what is related about Bachanals, &c. of 
their .anceftors, may here fee the remains of them 
m their offspring. They purchafe from their 
inafters the Turl^, the liberty of purfuing their 
;t>leafur6s uncpntronled ; for which they pay to their 
jMufelera in Smyrna one purfe (500 pieces of eight) ; 
but in Clonftantinopjie they give five or fix purfes. In 
iconfid^pation of this, they are at liberty, in their 
jboufes and in. the (beets, to get drunk, fight, dance^ 
play, and do every thing their hearts defire. An 
£a(l.er ieldom pafles in Confl:antinople, without 
ibme per^QS being murdered. There was a high 
mafs in both churches on the night before Eafter. 
This concluded about midnight; and fcarce was it 
ended^ before the whole congregation cried X^^roc 
Mpirti becaufe then their great and long fafi: nad 
endpd, whercfpre they in that very moment began 
to eat of whAt they had taken to church with them; 
and having begun their joy in church, they rufhe^, 
out, jin ord^r t6 return with plcafure to their ordi-» 
nary food; and this fo violently, that I am perfuaded 
tmvfy received. mifcrabl4 Eafter marJes, ^0^ Were 
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juft beginning their joy. A high mafs and magnl- 
■ ficent proccflion was performed by the Bifliop of St. 
Trinity church about noon on Eaftcr day, to the 
honour of our Saviour's refurreftion. There was 
nothing wanting in point of magnificence and (hew, 
which could attraft the attention of the audience. 
• The 1 6th and 17th, nothing -was to be heard 
*but the Greeks Eafter frolicks, in the ftreets and 
alleys, houfes and yards. They ftrove, efpecially 
the mob, who fhould eat and drink moft. They 
danced their Greek dances through Frank-ftreet, 
after bagpipes, drums, and inftruments unknown 
to us, but neither fo tuneful or agreeable as 
to merit much attention. They had a fort made of 
the peritonaeum of oxen, fpread on a circle bf wood, 
which they beat wjth their fingers. They invent 
feveral tricks to get money from thofe that chufe to 
look on, to defray the expences for liquors. Amongft 
the reft, I faw one who could ballance fo well with 
his head, as to fet a large bottle of wine -on it, on 
Vhich he laid a roll, upon this- a glafs of water, in 
which he put a i»ofe bufli, and with thefe he danced 
^through the whole ftreet, hopp'd and kept good 
time. In their fongs they often cried Xjifo? aV«Vn. 
No murder was heard of, this feftival, as tnc Bi(hop 
•had on Eafter-eve ufed the precautioti to declare 
him excommunicated, who fliould, during the hoH* 
days, carry a knife- or piftol about him. The Ar- 
menians are a more fedate and wife people, at)d 
don't celebrate their holidays with fuch fuperfluitiesw 
1 never faw them dance, drink, or make a noifc in 
.the ftreets ; but if they divert themfelves, it is done 
-in fome houfc or chan, where the Armenian fervants 
affemble and enjoy innocent divcrfions, or a 
company ride out on horfcback, in which they 
^ ^ •. greatly 
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greatly delight, and fhew that they inherit of 
their forefathers the art of good horfemanfliip. ^ 
Sedekio near Smyrna, is a remarkable place, 
becaufe the great Sherard, who in his time was Re- 
gent of the Botanic world, here gave Flora a feat, 
wherefore it cannot but be viewed with plea- 
fure by a Botanift. I determined to vifit this place 
on the 29th. This great lover and patron of Bo- 
tany fpent his time agreeably here every fummer, 
during his ftay in Smyrna as Conful from England. 
i have feen the houfe where he hath enjoyed the 
greateft pleafure of perhaps any European that 
ever was iti this country, .when he employed his 
time in making the great Botanical coUeftions, by 
which he' rendered himfelf immortal. Near the 
houfe is a little garden laid out by him, in which he 
introduced no foreign plants, nor was at great pains 
in adorning it. He knew it was better to fpend 
his time and money on fuch matters in his native 
country, than in a barbarous place, in which his 
ftay was fo uncertain. 
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MAY the isth, I rode out to fee the gardens 
of Alexandria, which were the firft places I 
faw after my arrival. I procured an equipage 
which I had never ufed before. It was an sis with 
an Arabian faddle, which confided only of a cushion 
on which I could fit, and a handfome bridle. On 
each fide of the afs walked an Arab, and another 
followed, who took care to help me along. The 
beaft was one of the handfomeft to be fcen of the 
kind, lively and well kept. I here miffed the ad- 
Vantage I had a fortnight before of riding on horfe- 
back. The great opinion Turks have of themfelves, 
and contempt for Chriftians, Jewd, and Moors, are 
in Egypt very evident ; of which this is a proof, that 
they never permit any of the above-mentioned peo- 
ple to ride on a horfe, which they efteem too noble 
a creature to bear fuch defpicable wretches, and 
which ought only to ferve a Mufelman. A few 
Arabs or Moors, who arc in fome efteem, lawyers 
or the like, are permitted to ride on a mule- The 
Chriftiatis laugh at this fooliih behaviour, which is 
only the height of ftupidity. Since cuftom has in- 
troduced the ufe of thefe creatures, they can fcarcely 
be deeoied defpicable : bar on the contrary, one 
Inay in fome meafure be well fatisfied with this in« 
ftitution^ No town has better conveniehcies df 

going 
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going frqin place to place than Cairo or Alexandria. 
The ftreets are ahnoft all full of affes. A perfon yj 
who chufes not to walk, mounts the afs he likes 
be(t» and gets on apace. For one, two, at the moft 
three para, he may ride through the whole town. 
The Moors own thefe beads* and value them high 
enough. Few would imagine that they pay more 
for fuch a miferable bead, than a fine horfe cofls ii| . 
Europe or here. The perfon who owned that I 
rode on, faid it coft him 20 ducats, and that he 
would not take double the money for it, as it fup- 
pprtjcd him. In the place I had l^ithcrto refided, I 
had walked in gardens of Lemon, Orange, Fig and 
Mulberry trees. I had fcen whole fields filled with 
the fineft vines. 1 had travelled through forefts of 
Olive-trees, and reftcd myfelf in the agreeable 
groves of Cyprcffcs ; but I faw not one of thefe 
Eaflem glories in Egypt. Here I met a garden 
filled with other forts of plaints, which the Creator 
hath given to the Southern countries. Palm or 
Date trees now defended us vrith their agreeable 
Ihade. I began immediately to enquire of the iuT 
habitants what they knew concerning the qualities 
of this vegetable, in order to encreafe the hiftory of 
them, w^ich is yet fo dcfeftiye amongft Botanifts : 
A$ whether they knew any thing about a male an4 
female of the Dates, and their fecqndaiiqn ? Bvit the 
French interpreter interrupted my enquiries by 
changing the difcourfc. 

The 39th, at two p^clock iq the mora<ng, I left 
Alexandria in a little boat. At 1 2 o'clock I came 
into the opening of the Nile that leads to KQfettJ^^ 
where it is about a cannon ftiot Qver. The (horcs 
were ^t firft dry and covered with fand ; but farther 
Wp the country, which is Icvelj they were full of 
^xie y^ln^-tre^s^ 'Xlic ftiores afterw^irdls became nar* 
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rower, and were elegantly adorned with Rjilhes and 
the fineft Jlice-fields; yet farther in were clofc 
Palm-woods. We failed by two fmall caftles. Some 
villages lay on our left hand, fituated on Delta. 
Dolphin? and PorpoiiTes tumbled about in the water. 
I came at two o'clock to llofetta, and was well re- 
ceived by the French Conful Du Salauze. Towards 
evening I went out in the fields, which had been fown 
with Rice eight days before. The Rice was three 
inches high; the water Hood four fingers high on the 
ground, and was raifed by wheels worked by 
oxen, and condufted on the fields in channels. This 
is done during the time the Rice grows and ripens. 
I heard a found which feemed artificial ; for example, 
as if fomebody had knocked together hard wooden 
flicks. I aiked what it was, and was told that my- 
riads of little frogs which kept under water emitted 
this found. We were on the road perfecuted by two 
kinds of creatures of diflferent nature, tho' both in- 
tended to hurt us ; they were Gnats and Buffaloes. 
ITie latter efpecially feemed to be angry with me 
and the interpreter I had with me, as we were 
dreffed jn red. Our Janiffary was obliged to drive the 
animals from us with his cudgel. Under the Turkilh 
Government one muft always be ready for attack and 
fence. • The people in Rofetta are tolerably 'civil; 
therefore a perfon is in no danger of being attacked 
by them. Our other enemies, the Gnats, tho' they 
were much weaker, yet could not be fubdued 
by this guard. Their number made them intoler- 
able and invincible. The Rice-fields, becaufe they ^ 
are conftantly under water, occafion a fwampy^ 
ground, fit for the fupport of thefe vermin, and in 
thefe they lay their eggs. They were a different 
fort from thofe we have in Europe, being lefs ; but 
bit worfe, and left great boils in the ikin, withan in- 
tolerable : 
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tolerable itching in the place they bit. They are 
quite different from thofe I fawat Alexandria, which 
were as large as we liave them in Sweden, but of a 
different colour, namely, afli-coloured with white, 
fpots on the joints of the legs. 

The nth of June, I faw at Mr. Barton's, the 
Englifh Conful, Tamarinds which clofed their leaves 
every evening towards fun-fet. A variety of a Cat 
head, fomething more oblong than in the common 
Cats. She was of a conCderable Cze, being the 
length of five fpans, three and a half high, and two and 
a quarter broad. This fort is found in Egypt. I got 
fome information concerning Sal Armoniac, and how 
it is made in Egypt in large quantities. It is made 
of Soot, which is gathered of the burnt dung of. 
Oxen and Camels, and is carried hence in great 
quantities by the Venetians. The manner and place 
of making it is kept fecret. The Seine, a me-. 
dicine which is ufed in' Europe, but its hiftory 
fcarce known, is a Lizard, found on the (hores of 
the Nile in Egypt, and even in the houfes up in the 
country. It is dried and Ibid to the Venetians and 
Genoefe, who powder it, becaufe then more con- 
venient for tranfportation; wherefore it was difficult 
to know whence this drug came. The inhabitants 
of Egypt in general fear this animal, and few are to 
be found that for the fake of gain catch and fell 
them to the Europeans. The Egyptians ufe this 
drug to excite venery, and of them the Europeans- 
have without doubt learned to make the fame ufe 
of it. 

I SHOULD mention fomething concerning the 
hatching of Chicken in Egypt. The method the 
women ufe is extremely odd. They put the eggs 
under the arm pits, and have the patience to keep 
them there until they are hatched by the natural 
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heat of the body.. I got fomc corals that were 
taken in the Red fea. 

A WHOLE company of us rode put on affes oij 
phe 1 2th of June, to take an airing with the Con- 
ful. We faw an incredible number of peafants on 
the road driving affes laden with dung, and fomc 

>( with Saf-flower (Carthamus) which had already 
^een reaped. Both were defigned for firings to fup* 
ply which article every thing is taken in Egypt. 
^ Caflia fiftula, Oily grain, Bammia, were now in blof- 
foaL On our return, we faw a number of women, 
who went about inviting people to a banquet, in 
^ lingular, and, without doubt, very ancient man- 
ner. They were about ten or twelve, covered 
with black veils, as is cuftomary in this coun* 
|:ry. They were preceded by four eunuchs : after 
them, an4 on the fides, were Moors with their ufual 
walking ftafFs. As they were walking they all 
joined in making a noife, which I was told fignified 
|heir joy ; but I could not find it to refemble a joyful 
or. pleafing fong. The found was fo Angular, that 
I am at a lof§ to give thofc an idea that have not 
heard it. It was flhrill, as womens voices commonly 
are ; but \t had a quavering which was much dif- 
tinguiflied, and which they had learned by long 
praftice. It was mux:h like the found I heard the 
frogs make near Rbfetta. ' 

At (i^ o'clock in the evening, we went with the 
French Conful to fee a fcftival, which was cele* 
brated by a rich Turk, whofe fon was to be circum- 
cifed. The father was one of the richeft privatd 
perfons in Egypt; he therefore fpared no coft to 
celebrate this feftival, which is by the I'urk^ donirf 
with all imaginable grandeur. The feftival lafted 
30 days befot-e the circumcifion of the child, an^ 
this was the lad day. The preparations had beeii 

; ' ^ • .' . • alike 
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alike each day with open table for every body, fire- 
Works, iiluminationsr, muiic and dancing, &c We 
jircnt to fee the illuminations, which were made ia 
i large plain before the father's houfe. They were 
not like thofe made in Europe; but were pretty 
enough (jonfidering they were made by the inhabit- 
ants* of this country. They were three : To the 
right in a comer of the place was reprefented a 
Hhombus, t^hich was terminated by a fquare, the 
corners of which were cut off. To the left in the 
other corner was reprefented the machine, in which 
the Coran every year is carried to Mecha, when the 
caravan With the pilgrims travels thither. Here 
were prettily reprefented the carpets raifed and 
.divided into pinnacles, with the Camel that bore 
Ihem. In the middle or near the hbufe of the 
Turk, at whofe expence this feftival was celebrated, 
was a large portico ; the whole was conftruded of 
lamp^ hung on cords, without any other building. 
The fireworks confifted chiefly in a great number dF 
rockets, which mounted well; fome wheels and 
fountains, with two boys who had fallened round 
their waifts two machines refembling horfes, out of 
which poured forth fire on all fides. It was plea- 
fant to fee the people who had affembled in great 
numbers,' fit ftill on the field in a ring, without 
making the lead noife, quite contrary to what is 
done in Europe on the like occafions. The mufie 
was to the tafte of the country, with hautboys 
and kettle-drums. They brought us Coffee, which 
was of the beft kind, and Carpets in cafe we would 
fit down. It was believed that the expences of this 
circumcifion amounted to 8000 ducats. Thefe ex- 
fences are in a great meafure paid by the large ' 
prefents he receives from all his friends. It wa^ 
rumoured that this man had received twenty or' 
•- I ' thirty 
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thirty camels laden with prefents. On fuch 0CC2tr 
lions> all thofe that depend on him muil fhew their 
duty with fome prefents, which confift in camels, 
fheep, oxen, or fomething of the kind that belongs, 
to their eftate. 

About noon on the 2 2d of June, appeared fome, 
Egyptian dancers under the windows of the French 
houfe, where I had an opportunity of feeing them. 
Each country hath its peculiar pleafures, which from 
times immemorial have been adapted to the people's, 
difpofitions. The Egyptians, inclined to a loofe life, 
are pleafed with the tricks and inventions of thefe 
x:ommon dancers, as they are entirely adapted to ex- 
cite fenfual defires. It is furprifing, that in a country, 
where all other women are locked up apd guarded, 
thefe Ihould be permitted by the government, not. 
only to fliew themfelves to the people, but even to 
appear in the commoneft, and, as we Europeans 
ihould think, moft unbecoming habits and geftures. 
Thofe that follow' this praftice, and by it acquire 
money, are young country laffes, and fometimes 
married women, all dark-brown, and little better 
than naked, being dreifed in a blue linnen garment 
adorned with different kinds of bells, together with 
a parcel of JboUow filvel: machines which ring when 
they move themfelves, and make part of the mufic, 
that'Terves them in their folly. They were veiled 
according to the cuftom of the country, with a cover-* 
ing which only left an opening for the eyes, and 
hang loofe over the face, which they adorned with 
all forts of tinkling pieces of brafs, filver, and even 
gold if th^y could mord it. They feldom appeared 
barefaced, but made no fcruple to difclofe thofe 
parts which our European ladies never expofe to 
public view, though they (hew their faces without 
bluihing. It is a cudom introduced in later times, 

which 
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.which the greateft part of the old men imagine as 
unbecoming as we think it ridiculous when we fee 
it, but retained to this day by their offspring in the 
Eafl. The mufic they ufed on this occafion, befide 
their ratcling-flitff, was a kind of drum with one 
head, or parchment extended on a wooden circle, 
which a woman beat with her fingers; and a kind 
of violin with two firings to it, which founded more 
like a wind inflrument than a Yioiin. . 

About noon on the 23d, I faw a burial, which 
was one of the moil remarkable proceflions in the 
country. It was a Scheik, for fo they call the Law- 
yers of the Moors and Arabs. This man was up- 
wards of eighty, years of age; who by a pious and 
honefl life had acquired much love whilft living, 
and was greatly lamented when he died. It was 
thought that-he had acquired fo much refpeft by a 
virtuous life, as to be pronounced a Saint at his 
burial, which is cuftomary amongft the Mahome- 
tans as well 4s Chriftians. He had been warden of 
a Mofque lituated in theChriftian quarter; where- 
fore he had an opportunity of making himfelf known 
and efteemed by the Chriflians, to wl^om he did 
good fervices on thofe occafions wherein they needed 
his afnftance, which is very necelTary in a tyrannical 
country. Thefe Scheiks conflantly endeavour to 
gain the confidence of the populace, by which they 
make themfelves necefTary and even dangerous to , 
the Turkifli Regency, as being capable of raifing 
a mob. 

The proceflion was as follows: An old worthy y 
Dervice marched foremoft, bearing an enfign, fuch 
as they have on the Minarits of their Mofques at 
feftivals. On each (ide of him walked a confider- 
ableMoor: An innumerable croud of people fol- 
lowedjjall men, without any order, fome lining the 

flreets. 
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ftrccts, Atnongft thefc ^cre fome Schciks trhd 
carried cnfigns. Then came the corpfe laid in a 
mifcrable coffin without a lid, covered with a piece 
of coarfe linnen. After which followed a pretty 
large number of women, all veil'd with their cufto- 
mary^ black garments. Some men carrying cnfigns 
and walking in ranks ck>fed the proceffion. All the 
men cried \frith a loud voice, and called to God in 
behalf of the dcccafed and themfelves, which occa- 
(oned a terrible and difagreeablc noife ; but the 
women made the fame noife I heard when they in- 
vited to a banquet. It is Angular enough that they 
fl)Ould not rather fing mournful tunes : I aiked the 
reafon, and was anfwered, they imagined that joy 
agreed better than fadn^fs when a righteous man 
died, at whofe happy ft ate every body ought to be 
well pleafed. At other burials in Cairo I faw wo- 
men lamenting. It was extremely odd to fee how 
anxious every one was to touch the corpfe. It was 
with much trouble the bearers advanced, on ac- 
count of the number of people that thronged upon 
them to enjoy this benefit. After they had touched 
the corpfe, they raifed their hands to their fore- 
head, at the fame time lifting vp their eyes very de-5 
^outly. The proceffion went through the ftreet 
where the French have their hpufe, as the deceafed 
was to be carried to a Mofque at the cAd of the 
ftreet. This was very difagreeablc to the Mufel-, 
ipen who atttsndcd, on account of the Chriftians be- 
holding their devotion ; and for every blciSing they 
teftpwcd upon the dead, they uttered a curfe againft 
the enemies of their faith. Conjurers are com-, 
mon in Egypt. Th^y are peifants from the coun- 
try, who coinc to Cairo to earn money this-way. 
I faw one the 24th, who was expert enough, and\ 
in dexterity equalled thofe v^ haye in Europe j^ 
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but the Egyptians can do one thing the Europeans 
are not able to imitate; namely, fafcinate fer- 
pents. They take the mod poifonous Tipers with 
their bare hands, play with chem, put them in their 
bofoms, and ufe a great many more tricks with them, 
as I have often feen* The perfon I faw on the above 
day, had only a fmall viper ; but I have frequently 
feen them handle thpfe that were three or four feet 
long, and of the moil horrid fort I enquired and 
examined whether they had cut out the vipers poi« 
fonous teeth ; but I have with my own eyes feen 
they do not ; we may therefore conclude that there 
are to this day PfylU in Egypt ; but what art they 
ufe is not eafily known. Some people are very fu- 
perllitious ; and the generality believe this to be done 
by fome fupernatural art, which they obtain from 
invifible Beings. I do not know whether their power 
is to be afcribed to good or evil ; but I am per* 
fuaded that thofe who undertake it ufe many fuper- 
ftitions. I fliall hereafter give a plainer defcrip* 
tion, with fome obfervations on this fubjedh 

The 2d of July, I waited on the Groek Pa* 
triarch, who hath his feat here inflead of Alex- 
andria, and is the fuccelTor of St. Athanaiius. He 
was a pious, man, of about fixty years of age, feemed 
to underftand the principles of his religion well, and 
was greatly inclined to the Evangelical dofirine. He 
fpoke no language but the Greek, and was dreifed 
in the habit of the Greek clergy. I went after- 
wards to the Coptite Patriarch, an Egyptian of the 
Cophtite nation, abotkt forty years old. He was not 
to be diflingui&ed by his habit, which was fuch as 
are worn by an Arao or Turk. He was very po- 
lite, and was employed at my arrival in adjufling dif* 
Terences between his followers ; being in matters of 
finall cQ;ifequeQce a Judge, or, in virtue of his office^ 

a Mediator* 
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a Mediator. He ordered fome perfons to ftiew me 
his Patriarchal church : the entrance to it was in a 
narrow dark ftreet, through a miferabie little gate, 
which indeed was only a hole cut through a brick 
wail. The church confifted of two (lories; the 
under (lory being pretty large divided into five 
rooms, with clofets that went acrofs, one joining 
the other. In the foremod (lood the altar in a 
niche under an arch, on which lay a manufcript 
Ritual in the Cophtite language. The ciofet with- 
out this room was elegant enough, and well con- 
ftrufted after the tafte of the country, with codly 
woods from India in all parts inlaid with large 
croffes and other ornaments of ivory. On the altar 
Hood a few candlefticks, which partook of the fim* 
plicity of the firft church. The feet of them were 
of Sycamore; and a fmall bough of the fame tree 
feryed for an arm or pipe, to the fide of which tjie 
candle was fadened : from the cieling hung feveral 
lamps, the cords of which were adorned with 
Oftriches eggs : on the walls were a parcel of 
painted pannels ; the Virgin Mary with the infant 
Jefus ; St. George on horfeback, fighting with the 
dragon ; St. Antony, with a great many more of 
their Saints, were reprefented in the ancient manner 
of painting. Among the reft of the pannels fome 
naked women were painted ; which they faid,were 
in remembrance of fome Indians, by their church 
regarded as Saints. There were no carved images. 
It was remarkable to fee amongft other things in 
their church, a number of crutches, made of iinr 
barked boughs of Sycamore and other trees, about 
three feet long, and of moderate thicknefs, with a 
crofs at the upper end about a foot long. A parcel 
of them ftood in the choir or foremoft room, and in 
every other place in the church; but in the room 
2 ncare(t 
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:iieareft the door, lay thoufands of thefe flaSs. I en- 
qutred for what ufe they were defigned ; and was 
.anfwcred by a Cophti, that in former times, in 
. the beginning of the church, the Chriftians had ufed 
. them for arms, to defend themfelves from their ene- 
mies when they came upon them during divine fer- 
vice; and from that time it has been cuftomary for 
every one to have fuch a ftaff during the time mafs 
is read ; which now ferve only to lean on with the 
.arms, for which they are commodious and neccffary 
in a church where no benches are to be feen. 

The gd. Now was the time to catch all forts of 
Snakes to be met with in Egypt, the, great heats 
bringing forth thefe vermin : 1 therefore made pre- 
paration to get as many as I could, and at once re- 
ceived four different forts, which I have defcribcd 
and preferved in Aqua Vitae. ^ Thefe were the com- 
mon Viper, the Ceraftes of Alpin, Jaculus, and an 
Anguis marinus. They were brought me by a 
Pfilli, who put me, together with the French Conful 
Xironcourt and all the French nation prcfent, in 
confternation. They gathered about us to fee how 
.{he .handled the moft poifonous :and dreadful crea- 
tures alive and briik, without their doing or even 
offering to do her thie leafl harm. When fhe put 
them. into the bottle where they were to be pre» 
ferved, Ihe took them with her bare hands, and 
handled them as our ladies do their laces. She had 
CO difficulty with any but the Viperse Ofl&ciuales, 
which were not fond of their lodging. They found 
means to creep out before the bottle could be 
corked. They crept over the hands and bare arms 
of the woman, without occafioning the leaft fear in 
her : {he with great calmnefs took the fnakes from 
her body, and put them into the place deflined for 
their grave, . She had taken rfiefe Serpents iq the 

field 
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field witli the fame eafe {he handled them before 
us ; this we were told by the Arab who brought hei^ 
to tts. Doubtlefs this woman had fome unknown 
$Lrt which enabled her to handle thofe creatures^ 
It was impoffible to get any information from 
her; for on this fubjeA Ihe would not open her lip$* 
The art of fafcinating Serpents is a fecret amongft 
the Egyptians. It is worthy the endeavours of all 
tiaturali{ls» and the attention of every traveller^ to 
learn fomething decifive relative to this affair^ 
How ancient this art is amongft the Africans, may 
be concluded from the ancient Marii and Ffylli^whd 
y Were from Africa, and daily ihewed proofs of it at 
Rome. It is very remarkable that this fhould bt 
kept a fecret for more than 2000 years, being known 
only to a few, when we have fecn how many other 
fecrets have within that time been revealed. Tht 
circumftances relating to the fafcination of Serpentt 
in Egypt related to me, were principally, i. That 
the art is only known to certain families, who propa- 
gate it to their offspring. 2. The perfon who knoWd 
how to fafdnate Serpents, never meddles with othet 
poifonous animals ; fuch as Scorpions, Lizards, &c 
There are different perfons who know how to f a£^ 
dnate thefe animals ; and they again never meddle 
with Serpents. 3. Thofe that fafcinate Serpents 
eat them both raw and boiled, and even tnzkt broth 
of them, which they eat very commonly amongft 
them ; but in particular, they eat fuch a difh Ifrhen 
they go out to catch them. ' I have even been told 
that Selrpents fried or boiled, are frcquendy eat by 
the Arabians, both in Egypt and Arabia, though 
they know not how to fafcinate them, but catch 
them either alive or dead. 4.' After they have eat 
their foup, they prbciire a blcffing from their Sckeik 
(Prieft or Xawyer) who ufes ibme iuperftitious cere- 
monies. 
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fiioniesy and amongft others, fpits on them feveral 
times with certain geftures. This matter of getting 
a bleffing from the Pricft is^pure fuperftition^ and 
certainly cannot in the lead help to fafcinate Ser* 
pents ; but they beliere, or will at lead perfuade 
others, that the power of fafcinating Serpents de- 
pends upon this circuraftance. We fee by this, that 
they know how to make ufe of the fame means ufed 
by other nations ; namely, to hide under the fupcr- 
ftitious cloak of religion, what may be eafily and 
naturally explained, efpecially when they cannot ot 
will not explain the natural reafon. I am inclined 
to think that all which Was formerly, and is yet 
reckoned witchcraft, might come under the fame ar- 
ticle with the fafcination of Serpents. The difco- 
very of a fmall matter may in time teach every body 
to tafcinate Serpents ; and then this power may be 
exercifed by thofe who have not got it from the 
hands of a holy Scheik, jufl as the heat would tia- 
turally hatch chicken in an Egyptian oven ; whether 
a Scheik did or did not lay himfelf naked on it, when 
the eggs are juft put in ; yet to this ceremony do 
the fuperftitious Egyptians afcribe the happy event 
of the chicken being hatched, when they arc a/ked 
the reafon. I have been told of a plant with which 
they anoint or rub themfelvcs before they touch the 
Serpents ; but I have not hitherto received the leaft 
defcription of it, therefore I regard it as fabulous *- 

* Mr. Jacqain, in a letter to Sir Charles Linnaeus, iays, thac 
die Indians in the Weft- Indies charm Serpents with the Arifto- 
lochia Anguiceda ; and the late Mr. Forikohl on his travels to the 
Baft, likewiie informed Dr. Linnaeus, that the Egyptians ufe a 
ipecies of AriHolochia (Birtbwort) but does not determine whicli 
^ ipccics it is. 

V From 
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From Cajro to the Egyptian 

Pyramids. 



I Left Cairo at four o'clock in the afternoon of the 
17 th, accompanied by a JaniiTary and my fer« 
tant. I had befides for companions a traveller, bom 
in Aleppo, and bred at the court of the German 
£mperor> who was oititled a Baron, fumamed Bur- 
kana, and had lately arrived from Rome ; a Geor* 
gian Chriftian, who was a phyiician here» and a 
Jew Rabbi from Nuremberg, We all rid on affes. 
After we had rid through the miferabie, narrow^ 
foggy, and unpaved ilreets of Cairo, we came into 
a pretty fpacious and uninhabited plain, which re* 
fembled a linle defart ; but with this difference, that 
fome Sycomore and Tamariiks adorned this dry and 
fandy plain with their green leaves* 

Wb afterwards came to Old Cairo, which is a 
fuburb to Cairo. We faw fome large, and accord* 
ing to the talle of this country, handfome houfes, as 
we pafled by, which are the fummer habitations of 
the Turkifh grandees. Adjoining to each was a 
large, handfome, and fpacious garden, with fine trees 
of CafQa, Acacia, Flaintain, Dates^Tamari/k, Senfitive 
plants, and many others, but all in diforder, being 
entirely left to nature. Thefe feats were fituated 

4 on 
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m the Nile, and were fuch as might certainly pleafe 
the poflefTors of them. 

The moft remarkable thing at Old Cairo, was 
the place where the depth of the Water is taken, 
when the Nile encreafes. This is a pretty large 
boufe, built in a fquare near the rivef. Its roof 
terminates* in a white pyramid : in the foundatioii 
wall are holes, through which the water has a free 
entrance : in the nriddle of the building is crefted a 
marble obelilk, on which is a fcale of mches. Here 
they daily fee whether the river decreafes or in- 
crcafes, till the water is let into the town and over 
the country. The Regency fends fomebody hithef 
to take the mark every hour; and at this time their 
fuperftition will not permit any but Mahometans tof 
enter it. It was therefore impoffible for us now no 
fee the inlide of this holy place, but I had an oppor- 
mnhy of feeing it another time. We went in a flat- 
bottom boat over the Nile, with our aflfes and all our 
equipage, and landed on the other fide at Gifa, one 
of the handfomeft villages round Cairo, where they 
make Sal-armOniac. We continued our journey to 
another village fome diftance from this, where we 
lay that night. It gave me Angular pleSfure to fed 
the perfeft hufbandry praftifed here, in a level 
country, with villages, peafants, women, fields, cat* 
tie, hufbandry, utenfils, &c. in them. Egypt re* 
fembles entirely our flat country in Europe. At 
this time etery thing was like our autumn : the 
fields were dry and bare, and in the plains was 
fcarce a grefcn leaf to be feen, except in fome places 
where the fiekfc were fown with Cucumbers and Se- 
famum (oily grain). It is in our winter and fpring, 
from December to the month of March, that Egypt 
is in its glory ; for then the Nile is confined within 
its banks, and the fields are fown. Then a perfon 

F 2 can 
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can fee from a little hill a ftriking refcmblance of a 
green fea, I mean the verdant earth, without being 
s^ble to fee the end. We came to our quarters, and 
were politely received by the Sheick, who was the 
principal man in the village. He ordered us to be 
conduftcd to a large room of a ftone houfe, which 
was the property of a Turk in Cairo. After fomc 
time we got our fupper, which, after the manner qf 
the country, was (paring. Our Sheick had killed 
two kids. In the fame water they were cooked, was 
alfo boiled a quantity of wheat-bread to a pudding : 
of this they filled two vcffcls, each as large as two 
men could carry. In the middle, and upon the 
bread, was boiled rice ; round the edges the meat 
was laid, cut into fmall pieces ; the floor ferved for 
a table ; a ru(h mat for a table doth ; the palm of 
the hand for a fpoon, and the fingers for knives and 
forks. A perfon that cannot be fatisfied with this 
treatment from Arabs, will fare but indifferently 
amongft them : but if he takes in good part the 
well-meaning manner in which they treat ftrangers, 
I doubt whether more goodwill, franknefs, and hof- 
pitality, is to be met with amongft any nation than 
amongft them. This hath been the manner of their 
fathers, whofe hiftory we have in the Scriptures ; 
and fuch it is to this day, and will remain fo for 
ever. We fet out at break of day for the place of 
our deftination. After we had travelled an hour 
and a half over plains, and near fcveral villages, we 
came to the Arabian tents, who have their camp 
round the Pyramids. Their chief is a Scheck, and 
without his permiiTion none can approach the Pyra- 
mids. He fent his cldeft fon out on foot to meet 
and welcome us, and he conduced us to a little 
houfe, built for travellers, at fome diftatice from 
their tents. I there ordered him the prcfcnts I had 

brought 
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brought with me; and after he had given uscofFeCt 
we mounted our afles. The Scheck came then him- 
felf from his quarters, accompanied by his youngeftr 
fon, both mounted on excellent horfes, and con« 
duded us to the Pyramids. There I learned the 
difference between a real and imaginary idea, be- 
tween feeing a thing with one's own eyes, or thofe 
of others. I had read all the defcriptions travellers 
have given of thefc Pyramids ; I had feen drawings 
of them ; I had heard them defcribed by thofe who 
had been here : and more than that, I had my felf 
feen them at various diftances fince I came to Egypt; 
but with all this, I knew not what the Egyptian 
Pyramids were until I came within twenty yards of 
them ; and lefs yet did I know of their inward ap« 
pearance until I had been in them. We firft went 
round the largeft and handfomcft Pyramid, to con- 
template its height, breadth, form and conftrudlion. 
After the entrance had been opened, and we had 
lighted our flambeaus, and difcharged fome piftols 
at the entrance, we went in. The Scheck and his 
fon faithfully kept clofe to my fide through all the 
vaults, walks, and rooms. We went in at feven, and 
came out half an hour before nine o'clock. After 
we had come out, I began alone, whilft the others 
were taking fome refrefliment, to climb up on the 
out-fide, and gather what naturalia I there found of 
ftones and petrifaftions. I chofe the Weft fide, and 
kept neareft the left comer, becaufe it Was caficft 
there to afcend. I had already got to the middle of 
the Pyramid, and between each ftep found fome* 
thing worth notice ; when the ftones, heated by the 
fun, began to burn through my boots, and therefore 
were much lefs to be touched with the hands, which 
prevented me for this time from reaching the top, 
and obliged me to content myfelf with gathering 
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zt the foot of it whatever I cpuid find worth notice. 
We afterwards went to the fmailef Pyramids, rGiui4 
which I rid, and bi^held attentively their appear* 
ance. I was determined to know wh^ether ftone$ 
abne muft fatisfy my curiofity, and if a burning 
fand had excluded ev^ry thing that had life fron^ 
this place. If I had not fearched attentively, I 
fliould certainly have been of th^ opinion, and con- 
firmed what I was told in Cairo, that no living crea- 
ture, much le{s a plant, was f,o be fo^nd near the 
Pyramids. Thfi earth is. of £w]^ a nature here, that 
\t would appear to many <i mic^t^Q^ if any ^ni^nal of 
plant could here. find nourifhmcQt and, fuftenan^e. I 
found however both; nan^ely, one fingle plant, 
which was Gum SuccQury(Chowi?ma jnncea). Of anii 
mals, I found the little Lizard, w^ipb I had every 
where feen running on the walls in the Levant, ruor 
ning here in numbers on the £|nd. But what moft 
pleafed me w^ a Lion Ant (Hemerobius Formicalea) 
which infefls.bave their o^Sn republic, Th?fe run 
by hundreds in the fand, in the £c^nie manner a$ 
Fifmires, Each held ftone, fand, or rotten bits of 
wood betweea their curious jaw$ c^ maxilla^, and 
haflened with them to the dwellings they had mad^ 
in the fand. I fs^w numbers of this infe&'s nefts. 
They were thrown up in tufts in the fand* about 
the bignefs o£ the two fifts, and- a little deprefled at 
the top. In the. middle of this depreffion w^ a little 
hole, about die bignefs of a fmall pipe flem, through 
which they went in and out. I attacked them 
within their intren^hments, in hopes of feeing the 
inwaxd conftruftion of their nefts, but I was de- 
ceived, and only demolifhed their outworks ; frona 
which went a private paffage, fp artfully condufted, 
that it W4S in vain ta endeavour to come to their inm 

nermoft dwelling. All the architeftare, magnifi- 
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eeocCf and'expence that Ihine in the excelleiit Vj* 
ramids» cannot give a contemplator of nature fuch 
high ideas, as the art of thefe little creatures can 

excite. 

Between the tents of the Arabs and the Pyra- 
mids, I faw the dreadful large image, mentioned hj 
every author. It was now fp much abufed that no« 
thing like a face was to be feen. The Arabs, who 
as Mahometans fuffer no images, have entirely ruined 
the face, by cafting their lances at it It muft have 
been an excellent piece formerly, as the whole image 
was cut out of one part of a limeftone mountain. 

We returned to the Arabian tents. I was curious 
to fee in perfon their manner of living, of which I 
will give a (hort defcription. The Arabians affem- 
ble in certain families, who occupy a place where 
they ereft their tents. Thefe chufe a Scheck or 
Leader. His office is to compromife quarrels be- 
tween them, and lead them on when the^ are at- 
ucked. Their ceconomy is compendious, but quite 
fufficient to make life agreeable : they dwell in 
tents, which commonly are made of camels hair : 
they are divided in fuch a manner, that the womeh^ 
live in different rooms from the men; as both fexes, 
according to the cuftom of the Eaft, are ijot per- 
mitted to live conftantly in the fame room ; nor arc 
women permitted, by the Mahometan religion, to 
fliew themfelves to other men. The furniture of 
the rich conlifts of a mait, which they fpread over the 
ground in their tent; upon which they place a 
foffa which ferves them for table, chairs, and bed. 
They have fome copper veflels in which they boll 
their viftuals, and fome wooden dilhes in which t|iey 
ferve them up. Their eftate confifts in cattle, as 
horfes, affes, camels, oxen, cows, flieep and goats, 
of which each family hath their own before the 
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tent. For this reafon they keep a number of dogs. 
At this time the Arabs had all their cattle at home, 
tind fed them with cuttings of flraw and dried tre* 
foil, but the horfes with barley. At the time of the 
year when Egypt is verdant, they fearch for fuch 
places as will afford food for their cattle. The 
greateft property of the Arabians confifts in horfes. 
They have reafon to fet a great value on them, as 
they are certainly the fineft and bed in their kind 
that can be feen. An Arabian horfe is flender, has 
f a long neek, clean legs, fine Ikin, is full of fire, and 
runs very faft. They are moftly forrel or browa 
bay, but fome are white and iron grey mixt, A 
black horfe is very rare to be fcen. If they get one 
of this colour, without fpots, they reckon hhn un- 
lucky, and part with hinu The Arabs are excel- 
lent horfemen ; they fit faft and well on a horfe, being 
ufcd from their youth to it. Their faddles are almoft 
made in the fame manner as ours; but the hindmoft 
tree is fo high, that it covers more than half-way up 
the rider's back. The ftirrups are flat in the 
Turkiih manner, and hide the whole foot, They 
pever ufe a girt, which makes it fo much the more 
difficult to ride and mofunt. The Arabian youths 
often ftand ftraight in the faddle, whilft the horfe 
runs in full career, and keep themfelves in a juft 
ballance, throw their lances, and turn backwards 
and forwards ; fome of them whilft the horfe runs 
in full fpeed, throw themfelves over and ftand on 
their heads in the faddle. Their cioaths are not 
very elegant. Over the body they hav? a piege of 
white woollen cloth, which they caft feveral times 
up and down from the feet over the flioulders, fo 
that they always have their arms at liberty : they 
likewife ufe linnen. Thofe with whom I was, had 
red gampaghes round their legs, and ^ curbap 
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round the head. Their arms are a lance, commonly 
twelve feet long, with a point at one end, which 
they ufe in batde^ and when they take a long ride ; 
a battle-ax faftened to a ftick or three feet length, 
with a little edged oblong iron club faftened to fuch 
another ftick; thefe they conftandy carry with 
them. They ufe no fire arms, nor fabres, nor 
knives. 

The Arabs are of a middling fize, full of fleflit 
but not fat ; they have ftrong mufdes and a rough 
ikin ; their countenance is dark brown ; and after 
they are married they let their beards grow, which 
are always; black. 

With the new moon at feven oMock in the 
morning on the 27 th, began the time when all 
the Mahometans invert the order of nature, turning 
night into day, and day into night. Thb is thdr 
iamous Ramazan or Ramadan^ which lafts for 
thirty days, or the whole courfe of the moon. Under 
all this time every Mufelman refrains from mea^ 
drink, tobacco and coffee. In a word, none can 
without puniihment take a drop of water from fun* 
rife to fun-fet ; but no fponer is the fun gone down 
than they begin to eat, drink, and be merry until 
fun-rife. All minarets, or fteeples of their Mofques, 
are at this time adorned with burning lamps all the 
pight long, as likewife are the principal ftreets. I 
went on a balcony at feven o'clock of an evening, to 
fee Cairo's innumerable minarets illuminated, which 
aflbrded a fine fight. 

On the 27 th was celebrated a feftival, to which 
nature gives Cairo alone a right, and therefore can* 
not be celebrated at any other place in the world. 
It was on this day that the water of the Nile was let 
into the town, and therefore a beginning was made 
to Egypt's fertility for the cnfuing year. As the 
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good or bad fortune of the country depends on this 
dav» in refpeft to the plenty of the water^ it is 
fuuly one of the moft folemn in the whde year. 
The Nile is entirely under the direAion of man : it 
oyerflovs the country, but wanders not at will : it is 
conduced to all parts of the countries which may 
want it, with prudence and circumfpedion ; but the 
art of man cannot contribute to its encreafe. This 
is the work of nature. When the Nile begins to 
encreafe, a dam of earth is caft up at the opemng 
of the ditch, which the Emperor Trajan made from 
the river, and goes through the city, which for- 
merly ended in the fea at Rofette, after having wa« 
tered the whole country throngh which the ditch 
was made. When the water bath rifen to a fuf* 
iicient height, which can be f^en by the famous 
Kilometre, tliis dam is opened and the ditch filled 
with water, which is afterwatd^ encreafed and led 
(Over the whole conntry. The day this is done is a 
leflival, and was now celebrated. The feftival was 
not fo remarkable this year as in others, becauie the 
Turks had now begun their Ramadan, when every 
body is (ilent and devout. The fcene was com- 
monly performed in this manner : the Baihaw in 
Cairo, accompanied by a detachment of looo or 
more Janiflaries, with his Kiaja and other officers, 
goes to the dam on horfeback at feven o'clock in the 
morning, where he enters a Tchioik (an open fum* 
mer-houfe) and orders thofe that are to open the 
dam to hold themfelves in' readinefs. The honour 
of ppening the dam is' divided between the Turks, 
Cophti, and Jews, and is opened by them in their 
turn. When every thing is ready for opening, the 
Bafhaw throws with his own hands afpade upon the 
dam. This done, it is removed by thofe who are 
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appointed for the purpofe, with ths laudeft acdtr 
matiaas of numbers of people. . 

The Turkiih Emperor bad font a new Bafluv 
into£gypt» which happens almoft cviny yetr. AB 
Baihaw, who fix months before was grand Vizir, ww 
now appointed Baihaw. He carae op the eTeinng of 
the 1 6th, to Bulack, Mter a voyage of ten days on 
the Nile. He had been long coming a fhort foy^ 
age ;.but thefe vcflels have neither fails nor oars, \ 
being drawn with ropes by a number of people 
on the fhore. At the arrival of a ^aihaW| the Beys 
and other officers in Cairo, make handfome prepa« 
rations to receive him. With thefe, the Engliih 
Conful Mn Barton and I rid out to fee the procef« 
lion. After we had come out of the city and Bu« 
lack, we alighted and went along the fhore on 
foot. We had the Nile on our left hand, which 
now had rifen to a tolerable height, fmooth, and 
agreeable to behold; and on the right, magnificent 
grand tents of the Beys and other grandees; before 
each was a fine illumination of lamps in diflFerent 
figures, hung upon cords. I went into the tent of 
a young Bey, in which was a room capable of con- 
taining two hundred perfons; the whole of the in- 
fide covered with fine cloth of gold, with foffas of 
the fame kind, and fine Indian carpeting on the 
earth: a magnificence much more becoming a 
Prince, than a perfon who fome years ago was 
bought for .fifty or fixty piafters, whofe bufinefs was 
to fis on his knees, pour out coffee, and light the 
tobacco pipe for one who had rifen in the fam<i 
manner to honour,- This is the rife of the Egyp-^ 
tian Regents. The Baihaw had landed with his vef-* 
fels on the other fide of the river, oppofite the tent§, 
where he lay over night in his veffel. The next 
foorning he came over, and was received on the 
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(bore by all the Beys* with much magnificence. He 
mounted a horfe, and they accompanied him on 
foot to a hotife hard by, where the Baihaw com* 
monly remains for fome days before he makes his 
entry into the city. He forms a wrong idea of the 
TurKs, who unagines them to be rough, uupolite, and 
Ignorant of what we tenn complaifance. They are far 
from wanting it I received on this occaiion, as I 
had often done before, feveral proofs of it. Se* 
Teral who knew us not, defired us to walk in, and 
we were politely treated by thenu 
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A Defcription of the Mecca Caravan ^ 

from Cairo. 



THE Caravan goes every year from Cairo to 
Mecca, about this time. The Bey's march 
from the city, is one of the molt remarkable cere** 
monies of any to be feen in the Eaft. I had an op« 
portunity of beholding it on the loth of February. 
It began at eight o'clock in the morning, and went 
from a place below the palace, where all thofe aflem« 
ble who are to go to a place without the city, where 
the Caravan hath its encampment. They obfenred 
the following order on this occafion : i. A number 
of fpare camels faddled. i. Six field pieces on their 
carriages, drawn by fix horfes. 3. Six Palanguins 
con{tru6led of grand filk hangings, which covered a 
foffa, each carried by two camels, the one behind 
the other. They are for the ufe of the Bey, and 
the principal officers on the journey. ' All the 
others muft ride on camels. 4. About forty camels 
with provifions, and as many with ammunition. 5. A 
number of camels carrying water in leather bags^ 
for whofe fupport handfome legacies have been left 
by the former Sarracenian Suhans of Egypt, which 
flill continue to be paid. 6. Beds for the fick, car- 
ried by camels, one on each fide. 7. Field mufic 
of drums, kettle-drums and hautboys. 8. A num- 
ber 
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bcr of fpare camels with empty faddles» in no 
order, followed by a number of Scheks. 9. Six 
fine large led horfes, excellently faddled, out of the 
Turkifti Emperor's ftable, which he keeps in Cairo, 
to ferve at grand ceremonies. 10. The Bafhaw's chief 
eunuch (Kiflar Aga) with his flaves, above twenty, 
on horfeback. f r. A number of fpare camels.. 

12, A number of fine well-faddl^d led horfes. 

13. The CommifTary of the Turkilh Emperor, whom 
he keeps here to buy flaves of both fexes, horfes, 
jewels, curiofities, &c. 14. A number of fpare camels, 
adorned with oftrich feathers on their heads, and 
with fliclls and pearls. Oii fome of them rid black 
flaves. 1 5. A number of Scheks on foot. 1 6. The 
officers led horfes. 17. The officer who hath the 
infpcftion over the water on the journey, and is one 
of the greateft, with his flaves in armour. 18. Two 
pair of kettle drums ; a large one and a fmaller to- 
gether. 19. A number of fpare camels, about 
fixty. 2o, A troop of Pilgrims on foot, followed by 
fome Scheks. 2 1 . A troop of camels laden with 
water. 22. Two pair of kettle-drums, followed by 
a number of well-drefled camels in three troops, be- 
tween each a pair of kettle-drums. 23. Two guidesf 
riding on camels ; thefe were old men, eath holding 
a red enfign, adorned with green Arabian letters, 
in his hand: 24. A Cadi, who is one of the prin- 
cipal officers of the Caravan, and manages what- 
ever relates to religion and Juflicc on the journey, 
followed by a number of enfigns of diffisrent colour: 
after which came a number of green enfigns carried 
by Scheks. 25. The Turkifli cavalry (Spahi) in th^ 
feme order as at the Baftiaw's entry ; but with this 
diffisrence, that each -troop was clofed by a number 
of officersr-flaves riding on camels, fome drefled in 
black, others in white cloaks, and numbers of le J 
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camels with rich faddles, and covered withvelTet 
houfings. 2 6. The Janiifaries on foot, intended to 
efcort the Caravan on the joumev, to the number 
of four hundred ,27. The Bey s two horfe tails v^ 
and two eniigns. 28. The Bey's Secretary, fol- 
lowed by fome officers of the Janiflaries. 29. The 
Aga of the Janiflaries and Azapes, in his drefs of 
ceremony, attended by his ilaves and ordinary 
guard. 30. All the Beys in ceremonial habits, with 
their officers and attendants. 31. The corps of the 
Azapes, with their officers in tne fame order as be- 
fore, with a number of . Cuiraffiers on foot, armed 
in the ancient manner* 32. The corpfe of Janif- 
laries with their officers, preceded by a number of 
young ilaves on foot.- 33. Some officers of the 
Baihaw's court, in white cloaths, 34. The Bey him- 
felf, who commands the Caravan, followed by Sevea 
Kiaja, and his flave Cuiraffiers. On his right was 
carried a green enfign, which is the one that is by 
the Baihaw, in the £mperor*s name, delivered him. ! 
to be hallowed, by touching Mahomet's grave with 
it ; and he is enjoined, at the peril of his life, to 
carry it fafe backwards and forwards. It is after- 
wards fent over to Conflantinople, and is a great en- i 
couragement to all faithful Mufelmen, as they fol- ^ 
low it without fear againit their enemies. The Bey 
was a man of feventy years of age, rich and well 
efteemed, and was now a fourth time employed as 
conduftor of the Caravan. 35. The.treafurer of 
the Bey, with other officers of his court 3 6. His 
mulic, confiding of a number of kettle-drums, trum- 
pets and hautboys, clofed by ten drums, all on 
camels. > 37. I afterwards faw nothing, but an 
amazing number of Scheks (rulers of the church) 
divided into troops, and Dervices (who are the fame 
amongd the Turks as Monks amongft the Papids) 
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all on foot. There were cnfigns of diflfcrent colotir^ 
to each troop, fome green, others yellow, others 
red, and others white and red, &c. One troop car- 
ried long reeds, fuch as grow near the Nile, inftead 
of enfigns. I was told thcfe were the fifhermen of 
: the Nile. The inventions thefe people had intheir 
inarch were innumerable, and all ridiculous, giving 
them more the appearance of people that had loft 
their fenfes than of rational beings. All repeated 
in a high tone of voice, but without the leaft har- 
mony, the Mahometan confeffion of faith. They all 
continually caft their heads backwards and forwards. 
They muft either have ftronger heads than other 
people, or be well praftifed, to be able to continue 
this motion fo long, without being affeftcd with 
fwimmings. With each troop were fome that had 
difguifed thcmfelves in different manners, 38. The 
cavalcade was compleated by the camel that carried 
) the pavillion, under which are fuppofed to be the 
I carpets the Emperor fends yearly to Mecca, to 
cover the magnificent mofque in which Mahomet^s 
tomb is. The camel was moft magnificently adorned 
with feathers, ribbands, lace, falfe pearls, &c. and 
condufted himfelf in fuch a manner as to do honour 
to his office. The pavillion he bore was formed 
like a pyramid, about fix feet high, and covered 
with green filk, embofTed with gold and filver letters. 
Under this the carpets were fuppofed to be car- 
ried ; they were not however there, but were packed 
np and loaded on other camels, fo that this had only 
the honour, without bearing the load. A beaft 
chofen for this occafion may certainly be deemed 
happy in comparifon to others of his kind. After he 
has made this journey, he is kept in a ftable during 
the remainder of his life, a- penfion being allowed 
for his fuflcnance, and is fervcd very carefully by 
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iereral perfons appointed for the purpofe, berag 
free from all future labour. The tapcftry fent to 
Mecca is made by Coptices in Cairo, who have a S 
certain number of rooms allowed them in the palace. I 
They arc black ftuflF, woven only for this purpofe, ' 
and emboffed with letters of gold. They arc 
changed every year; and thofe that arc carried ; 
there one year, are taken back again the next, being 
then divi^d into feveral pieces, mod: of which are 
fent to the Turkifli Emperor, who gives part of them 
to fome Mofque for covering the doors, or to fome 
of his greateft favourites, as valuable prefents. The 
Bey of the Caravan referves fome for himfelf, and 
gives a piece to the principal officers. It was plea- 
fant enough to fee how the mob crouded towards 
the camel as he paffed, in order to touch the pavil- 
lion, which they efteemed holy. Thofe that could 
not come fo near as to touch it with their hands, 
threw their handkerchiefs or faihes on it, that they 
might at leafl: polTefs fomething which had touched 
fo holy a thing. I afked my companion, who knew 
the cuftoms of the country, whether they did not 
make a fuperftitious ufe of thofe things ; but he 
denied it, faying, that they only keep them in 
icftimony of having feen a thing, for which they 
have fo great a veneration. Some travellers fay, 
that the Alcoran is carried under this pavillion; 
but I know not whence they have taken this relar 
tion. I have afked Turks that were well informed 
of every thing, but all anfwercd, that no Co ran is 
under it. The Turkifh Emperor gives of his re- 
venues from Egypt to the Bey 20,000 ducats, to 
defray the expences he is at in c(mdufting the 
Caravan. A Bey, who only makes the journey 
once, gains nothing by it, but rather lofes, on ac- 
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count of the many valuable equipages he muft pra-* 
cure, and the presents he is obliged to make the 
Arabian Princes through whofe territories he 
marches, that may allow him a free pajBTage, whicb 
he hath foraetimes difficulty to gain even with pre- 
fents. After - the Bey has thus marched the Ca- 
ravan with ajl its attendants through the city, he en- 
camps at the diilance of about half a day's journey, 
in a large plain, where he waits eight days* In this 
time all affembl e, who either out of devotion, or on ac« 
count of traffic, intend to go to Mecca, It was vu^ 
moured that the Caravan would this year confifl of 
40,000 fouls. A number of women alfo undertake 
this journey every year. The Caravan is divided into 
two troops ; one confifts of thofe which tomt from the 
whole African coafljfrom Tetuan and Morocco, to the 
three Republics of Barbary. Thefe malce about i o»oo^ 
men, who in going bring up the rear of the Ca^ 
ravanf but returning, they are in the front. Whcir 
one refiefts on the long journey they take, who come 
from the remoteft parts of Africa, and go to Arabia,, 
and that the countries they pafs through over land 
are uninhabited defatts of burning fand, we cannot 
but conclude that they are induced to undergo thefe 
hardihips by an inconceivable zeal and religious 
. fervour. The other troop confifts df Turks, from all 
parts of the Turkifc Empire, except Syria, and* 
thofe that border on Perfia, who form another 
Caravan at Damafcus, wiiich meets andjoins this at 
an appointed place on the road» The Turks traffic 
confiderably on this journey. They do not all giy 
6ut of devotion, that travel to-Mecca : - a ronfiderable 
number go far the fake of gain. They boy from- 
the Franks in Cairoj and carry to- Arabia Cloths, Co- 
chineal, Spites Lead, Brafs, falfe Pearls, aqd othw 
things, together wich^ what ihould have been; firfl! 
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metitioned, an immenfe quantity of SpanKh or 
German Dollars. They bring back Coffee, Opo- 
balfamum (Balfam of Mecca) Myrrh, Frankincenfe, 
Zcdoary, with other drugs, China ware from India, 
fine Cotton Stuffs, Turbans, Indian Silks and Tiffuc, 
or Gold Stuffy &c. By thefe merchants the Bey 
gains confiderabiy : for the time is always fixed how 
long the Caravan is to be on the journey, and how 
long it may flay in Mecca. If the merchants cannot 
Settle affairs within the limited time, which is very 
Ihort, they defire the Bey to defer his march for 
fome days, to which he complies^ provided they 
pay him a certain fum every day, which they wil- 
lingly do, as their profit can well afford it. 
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From CAtkd to the burid Places of the 

Mummies. 

IT wasi now a conyenienc time to tifit the burial 
places of the ancient Egyptians, where em- 
balmed bodies are yet to be found, under the name 
of Mummies, as the journey might be made in 
boats acrofs the country, which was now under 
water* I fet out on the i 6th, accompanied "by Mr# 
Hoboly, a French interpreter in Alexandria^ two 
Janiflarfes, and two iSrench merchants. We came 
to Old Cairo towards evening, and lodged with fomef 
Syrian merchants from Damafcus: Whilft we waited 
for fupper, we fent for one of this country'^ mufi- 
ieians, who was a Chriftian Coptite, to amufe 
us with his mufic. His inftrument was common in 
Egypt, and in many other places of the Eaft^ being 
t^^ithout doubt of great antiquity, and probably re- 
fembled David's harp, ^ The Chriftlaa Cq)titesy 
and even the Franks, who trade here, call it Pfal« 
teriunv It is in the form of an oblique triangle, fa 
large as to lay commddidUfly on the knees When 
they play on it. It has two bottoms, two mche^ 
from each other, with about twenty CKguts of.£f<* 
ferent fizes. Our mufician, whrlfl he was playing, 
fang fome Arabian fongs on Providence, a contented 
mind, &c which afforded an agreeable entertaiip- 
ment. It was perhaps with this iimple, but fnge« 
iiious, inflrumcnt, that David's f &lms were fimg: 
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smd performed We went the i-7th at fun-rifet on 
board one of the veflels in the Nile, after we had 
encreafed our company with our landlords. We 
failed firft for the large Pyramids, which I had t 
mind to fee once more, as well for their bein? fo 
much worth notice, as particularly for the plealure 
I now had of coming to them on the water, the 
&me way I fome months before had gone by land# 
This voyage is the pleafanteft that can be imaginedi 
We fadled in from two to four feet water; and thofe 
places which the water hath not yet overflown, or 
where it had already begun to decreafe, appeared 
clothed with a charming verdure, a great part fown 
with Turkey wheat, 2M fome parts, tho* but few, 
with Luceni,the latter not being commonly fown be* 
fore the water has entirely decreafed. Innumerable 
flocks of diffeirent kinds of birds are to be feen on 
the places not under water. I particularly faw the 
Koyfton Crow, or common Crow {Corvus Cornix) 
Sand Piper (Tringa Hypolcucos) which had lately 
smrived, a kind of Dotteril (Charadrius) as large as 
a Dove, which I have defcribed; the common field 
Lark (Alauda arvenfis) a kind of Crane, Ardea 
virgo temporibus criftatis, the oriental Crane (Ardea 
orientalis) which I have defcribed in Smvrna. The 
Pelecan (Pdicanus Cinocratalus) which flew by us in 
large flocks ; as this is the time of their migration, 
when they come to thefe Southern parts from the 
Black Sea and the coafts of Greece, the ufual places 
of their fummer's rcfidence, All thefe excited my at- 
tention, but none fo much as the Crane, called 
Ibis : I thought this mofl reiifiarkable, as an incre* 
dible number covered the fields. A perfon that 
hath the leaft knowledge of Nature's oeconomy, may 
p^lj find why the Creator hath ordered this bird 
tp ^qn^e in fuch members to the marihy Egyptian 
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fields at this time : here they find in great abundance 
their proper foqd, from the number of frogs that 
cover the country when the waters decreafe, and 
multiply extremely during the time of {he flood. The 
bird, by feeking its proper food, does the country a 
Angular fervice, freeing it from vermin ; which, were * 
they to remain and rot, would certainly occafion a 
ilench mortal to mei\ and beafts. This bird never leaves 
Egypt. I have feen it all the time the country was dry, 
but liever in fuch numbers as now in certain placesj 
as they can then range over the whole country ; bup 
now the water obliges them to feek for dry places. 
When the frogs are not fo numerous, it lives oii 
little graftioppers, and other ifafefts which are never 
wanting in the burning fields of Egypt; and they 
would , certainly be in much greater numbers, if 
they had not this enemy. I have fhot it in both 
feafons of the year, but found a remarkable dificr- 
ence in its fatnefs, which proves that at this time it 
gets greater plenty of proper nourifhrnent. The ac« 
counts of Bellonius concerning the birds that come tq 
Egypt during the overflowing of the l^ile, are very 
juft. About noon we came to the large Pyra-' 
raids. Thofe of my companions who had not feeq 
the inward conftruAion of the largefl: went in, and 
I took the opportunity of looking for natural curiq- 
fities. I found none but fuch as I had feen here hcn 
fore, except a fine black Jafper,which will bear a good 
polifli. The remarkable Rat (Mus Jaculus) which 
the Egyptians call Gerbua, or Yerbua, and which 
I have already defcribed (Aft. UpfaL 1750, p. 17.) 
and the little thin Lizard, which I faw here for the 
firft time (Lacerta wSgyptiaca). This was by th^ 
ancient Egyptians fo far honoured, as tQ have its 
image engraved on an antique jacinth in my poflef* 
Ua^on. I now determined to put in execution my 
I intention 
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intention of climbing to the top of the Pyramid, 
vhich the heat prevented me from doing before; 
but it feemed as if fortune had refolved that the 
weather fhould always hinder me from reaching 
iabove the middle of its height. When I had got to 
the Quddle, there came fuch a wind, that I and my 
fervant were glad to find ourfelves in a part of the 
Fyramid where we could lay ourfelves down between 
the fleps, until the violence of it had gone over us. I 
thought it therefore too much to venture to proceed 
farther, as in cafe of another fuch accident 1 might 
mot perhaps find the fame fhelter. We continued 
our voyage, which through the carelefsnefs of the 
mailer was not fo agreeable as before. He carried 
us to places where the water was not deep enough, 
fo that our boat fluck fail: in the mud It was not 
fo dangerous to run a-ground here, as before CEland 
or Yarmouth. The watermen of the Nile knew a 
convenient method of helping the boat forward. Six 
of them went on each fide, put their (houlders under 
the gunnel, and, as it were, carried the whole boat, 
in which were above twenty perfons, with much 
baggage. In the evening we came to Abufir, a vil- 
lage, near which is one of the holes leading to the 
Sepulchres of the Mummies. Before we reached the 
land, the fhore was full of people, old and young, 
women and children, who came out of the village tq 
fee and enquire what we wanted. Feafants are in 
every place curiousand full of wonder, when they fe? 
ftrangers; and the Egyptians are moreover fufpi- 
cious. The Scheck of the village came on board, 
accompanied by two of his neighbours, who had the 
appearance of Arabs, armed with fabres and piflols. 
They^ enquired our errand, and permitted fheep to 
be brought us for mon^y, to be drefled for our 
fwpper, The old man went away immediately, and 
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left us his companions. He was fcarce got on 
ihore, when he made figns to our Janiffaries, that 
they were permitted to fire on thofe who remained 
on the fhore after him ; which the boys, of whom 
the croud chiefly confifted, took in good carneft, 
and went home. Thefe twomen fupped with us very 
moderately and rationally. My interpreter a/ked one 
of them, who was a large and ftrong man, why he eat 
fo little ? He anfwered, ** A fool eats more than na- 
** ture requires, and afterwards Cckens with it.'* Our 
guefts wiftied us a good night, arid we refted in our 
boat, where we were better off than if we had re- 
moved to fome of the miferable hut^ of the peafants. 
On the i8th, in the morning, the Schcck of 
Abufir fent us a cake of flower, honey, butter arid 
water. The relifli of it was ^ heightened by the Am- 
ple and well-meaning manner in which we knew it 
was given. The greateft virtue the Egyptians and 
Arabs have retained of thofe that were to be found 
amongft their forefathers, is hofpitality. It would 
be a great error in the father of a family, to let a 
ftranger go away without having treated him with 
fomething. A perfon who is hungry, and finds them 
eating, may boldly feat himfelf by them, and eat 
with them, without fear. This is a liberty they 
defire to have returned, as well by their equals as 
others. We walked to the cave of the Mummies. 
On the other fide of the village we met with a wood 
of the -Egyptian Acacia, which in this dry fand was 
a mere flirub, whereas in good ground it grows to a 
large tree. It was yet in blo^m, and at the fame 
time bore ripe and unripe fruit. We met with hares 
(Lepus timidus) round this wood in fuch numbers, 
that without dogs we killed fome of them as they run 
by us. This occafioned my interpreter to come hi- 
ther again, after we had returned tb Cairo, for this 
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ialq? of hunting only, and he killed above twetxtf 
within two days. 

The Arabs and Egyptian peafants are the only 
people that don't diiturb thefe creatures, which are 
perfocuted in all other parts of the world. Mr. 
Barton, the Engliih G)nful at Cairo, told me that 
Counfellor Carlefon, during his (lay in Egypt, had 
there (hot the firft hare that had been feen by the 
Franks in that country. Before that time it was 
icarcely known that this creature was to be found in 
Egypt, at lead not to the Europeans, and yet lefs 
to the inhabitants of Cairo, who neither admire the 
meat, nor fuch a manner of hunting. On a little 
ifland near this place, the French have introduced 
hares for the pleafure of hunting ; and I was in- 
formed, that they had increafed remarkably; nor 
are the Rock Goats (Capra Cervicapra Linn.) fcarce 
in this part of the country. We faw their tracks in 
the fine fand that covered the ground every where, 
as plainly as we can difcern the tracks of different 
beafts in the new-fallen fnow in Sweden. If we 
^ had now been furnifhed with a good long-barrel'd 
gun, a fwift Arabian horfe, and a {launch hound or 
a hawk, we might have divened ourfelves in a maur 
ner truly royal, aad which is here chiefly praftifed 
by the Arabs of quality, who kill the Rock Goats with 
their lances whilft running, never making ufe of firo 
arms. We at length came to the pit, fituated not 
above a cannon fhot from the village of Abuiir, oi| 
a fandy plain,, ari^ rcfembling the fox-holes in 
Sweden. We defcended with much danger and dif« 
ficulty on a rope ladder we had brought along with 
us from Cairo. At the bottom of this pit, on thq 
fide fronting the defart, was the' entrance into the 
famous Sepulobres of the Mummies. This lime-flonq 
rock, which I take to be the bafis of all Egypt, has 
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with an infinite deal of labour J^eca hollowed out, 
for the reception of the bodies and aflies of their 
dead. The firft objcAs that prefented themfelves 
to us, were an amazing number of conic urns, or 
earthen veffels, fifteen inches long, and nine inqhes 
diameter at the bottom. They are made of a very 
coarfe clay, burnt in the manner of our earthen 
ware, but not glazed. The opening is at the larger 
end, covered with a lid of the fame workmanlhip, ^ 
little raifed and cemented with mortar. > In fuch 
urns as have been well prcferved, is found a piece 
of middling coarfe fleafy linnen, artfully wound in 
foldings-, and kept together by twine, which i$ 
obliquely wound over from the upper to the lower 
part. Within this linnen is preferved a quantity of 
4ark grey aflies, mixed fometimes with a beak or 
bone of a: bird. ThefC',^es, covered with the lin*- 
pen, are in the fame cojiic form as the urn, and are 
commonly found packed clofe within it. There is 
often found a lump of afties without an urn, which 
feems to have been deftroycd by time. It happens 
fometimes, tho' very feldom, that they find in the 
urns a bird, in which the feathers, head, legs and 
feet, and even the colours, are fo well preferved, 
as that one may know what kind of a bird it is. 
The Crane, call'd Ibis, and Cranes (Ardea Grus) are 
fhe only kind, as I have been told, that could be 
known again. I had not the fortune to find one pre-# 
ferved, tho' I opened, many fcore of thefe pots. I 
have been told by thpfe who have found them, that 
their heads and legs have been laid under the 
wings, and thus prepared in the fame manner a^ 
thofe whofe afties are to be feen. There are even 
fouild embalmed dogs, laid in linnen. I have feeq 
one in the poffeffion of the French Conful at Cairo, 
}/lX. Ljvewovirt, which yr^ fq wcji preferved, that I 
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fOfoid fee, fay its hair, colour and appearance, that 
the fame common fqrt of dogs is yet in Egypt, that 
hath been there fome thoufand years ago; and that 
none of the many varieties we have in Europe have 
I been tranfplanted here. Dogs had then a better lot 

in Egypt than now, as they arc accounted unclean, 
unworthy tp come under the roof of a Mahometan, 
)dUed if they touch his cloaths, and forced to live iii 
the open air on the legacies left them by the chari^ 
table people and alm^ or feek their food from what 
fortune throws in their way. I have been in- 
formed, that the French Jefuit Sicara, who for the 
fake of antiquities travelled with much attentioq 
fome years ago in Upper Egypt, had there found 
an ox embalmed in the fame manner, which he fent 
pver to Paris. We left the burial place of irra- 
tional beafls, and proceeded- farther to that of man* 
This is not done without fome danger of lofing the 
way, cfpecially if one ventures too far in the paf- 
fages. On both fides.of this paiTage are niches, in 
which Mummies in their coffins are preferved, ftand- 
\ag upright on their feet. The niche is clofed up 
with a wall, fo that nothing can be difcerned on 
the outfide. 

At ten o'clock in the morning, we returned from 
^efe fubterranean places, which afforded me lef^ 
pleafure than the open plain I faw around them, 
where I fearched for natural curiofities. Theinfeft^ 
I found in the fand were the greateft advantage 
I reaped from this journey. I found fome, whicl^ 
1 am pcrfuaded no naturalift had ever before fecn. 
Some of thofe I found were known to me. Of 
thefe I collefted within a fhort time fix fpecies of 
Libellqlae (Dragon fly) four Cicada?, and fome^ 
Grylli (Locufts and Graflioppers). Of what ufe is a 
wild dciartj, filled with burning fand? Can any livingr 
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creature fubfift in it? Are not thefe defarts ufeleft 
fpots on the earth ? Such are the queftions of a pert 
fon who cafts a hafty eye on thefe wild plains. ' But 
if he remains there a little time, and is not frightir 
ened by the fcorching heat of the fun, or the flying 
fand, bends himfelf down a little, and looks around 
him with attention, he will in this dry f^ndy wilder-* 
nefs find a confirmation of that truth, that the 
Creator hath not made any thing in vain : and that 
no place is to be found on our globe, which is not 
by nature deftined for fome living creature. In the 
afternoon we fetout on our return, and came to a 
little fine wood of the Egyptian Acacia (Mimofs^ 
Nilotic.) which had on one fide a large field planted 
with Turkey wheat. I here faw that Acacia, like 
mofl other trees, hath its gall (Galla) which is foft» 
white, confifts of feveral coats, with many cells. 
This was now full of caterpillars, who without 
doubt bring forth a fmall fly (Cynip$) which time 
would not permit to fee. We faw the herb Furflaiu 
growing in the moifl places, where the water that 
ran from the fields hid flagnated. We c^me to a 
fwanipy defart, overgrowing with the thorny Reft 
Harrow, and covered with the Ibis. This plant, 
which ocpafipns fo much trouble to the hufband- 
men in Scania, is np lefs cpnmion in Egypt I have 
feen it in many other places cover whole fields. If 
the Egyptians were defirous of tilling all the land 
fit for hufbandry, they would certainly fpare no 

{)ain5 tp deftroy this pernicious weed ; but they fol-i 
ow, with the fame religious zeal as other nation^ 
the foptileps of their anceflors : the fon lets the 
V^ter run on thofe fields where the father and 
grandfather did the fame ; and the fields which 
then brought forth thorns and thiftles, continue to 
produce the fame weeds under the children and 
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grand ^ihildrtol* In many plaeei in the feriptures^ 
mention is made of Thorns, but none knows tl|6 
plant meant by that ^rord, it might be worth whild 
fix writers oxi the Scripture plants, to thmk of this 
Reft Harrow ; which not only grows in large quan- 
tities all over Egypt, but even in the bordering 
countries of Afia. In this defart^ not far from the 
\^ter, a Mahometan hermit had his dwelling near a 
tomb ereded oTer oac of his fainu. Thefe are verf 
common inTttrky,but more fo in Egypt. We continued 
our voyage, and failed all the night the fame courfe 
we had taken before^ I had leifure to defcribe a bird 
in the Toyage» which my Janiflary had {hot in a wood 
of Acacia^ near the fand heath ; it is by the Arabs 
called Ketvan, and inghly efteemed, if they get it 
alive to keep in a cage. It comes into the ordo of 
Pica?, and is of the genus of Corvus, tho' its 
beak hath no fetse at the.ba(is< When I came 
home on the 19th, I met with two European tra- 
vellers of condition, who had lately arrived in 
Egypt; one of them was a Popiih prelate (Defiderio 
de Cafa Bafciana) who had been this three years 
guardian of the Popiih convent in Jerufalem, and 
was now on his return to Italy : a man of merit, 
who received me with great politenefs. I had let- 
ters of recommendation to him from the Dutch 
C!onfiil Hochpied, and the Jefuits and Francifcans in 
Smyrna : it was therefore a favourable drcum- 
ftance for me to meet him on his journey. He 
very kindly gave me other letters to the perfcHi 
who fucceeded him in his office. The other was 
Commiilary Lauder, a Scotchman. The Emperor 
of Germany, as Great Duke of Tufcany, had fent 
him to get neceifary intelligence relating to the Le- 
vant and Ipdia, which might contribote to forward 
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the trade, v^hich he had eftabii&ied in Trielle and 
Leghorn. 

The water in the (rhahfiei of Cairo had 6n the 
fi4th of September fo evidently decreafed, that it 
tould be feen by the marks near the houfes On both 
£des of the channel, to be half a foot lower. Thid 
remarkable decreafe is occafioned by a channel about 
a day's journey from Cairo being Opened, which 
leads the water on a fpacious country between Cairb^ 
and Alexandria. The weather was now remarkably 
altered. It had changed from being burning hot, to 
moifl and cold, equal to what we have in Sweden iti 
the months of September and OAober, accompanied 
with a ftrong wind and cloudy fky, but without 
tain ; for this is a very uncommon ching at CairO^ 
and is efteemed 1 wonder if fome drops fall in N4H 
tember and December ; but in fome years it rainst 
m Alexandria for feveral whole days together. The 
Turks begin now todrefs in furs. It is greatly con- 
ducive to preferving health, co change cloaths ac- 
cording to the different feafons. Flies were novir 
ieen in much greater numbers, and more briik than 
before. This was without doubt owing to the ex* 
ceffive heat in the fummer months, which robbed 
them of a great part of their vivacity, and fcHrced 
them to keep in their retreats, where they had 
ihade ; but cool weather gives them air and liberty 
to try their fortunes every where. Migrating birdi 
of different kinds arrived at this time, Crsmes, Fclf- 
cans. Sand-pipers, a kind of Fetti-chaps. 

On the 29th, I went to fee the Well of Jofeph, 
trhich is (me of the curic^ties vifited by aU ilranger& 
tliat come to Cairo. This Well is ^ug and cut lA 
the lime-done rode, on which the palace of Cairo 
is built. Oil the fide of its i^pening is the -famous 
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labyrinth, which is about three-quarters of a mile 
deep, and two fathoms wide, being fquare : it dofes 
continually from the upper to the lower part, and 
• at length anfwcrs to the depth of the Well : it is fix 

f feet wide in the narrowefl places, but in fome places 

wider. In fereral parts oi the wall on the right* 
hand* are cut holes through which the light comes 
in. At the end of the labyrinth is the bottom of 
the Well, out of which water is taken up, by the 
ufual manner of drawing up water in Egypt, and 
thence led to a large Mofque^ and a large Bagnio 
at the Baihaw's palace. The water is brought to the 
Well from another refervoir which lies deepeiv 
from whence the water is drawn by oxen. To the 
loweft of thcfc refervoirs, the water is brought by 
aquaeduifts from the Nile, near Old Cairo. This is 
the remains of a work which teftifies the magnifi- 
cence of the ancient Sovereigns of Egypt- The 
inconceivable labour and incredible coft wUch have 
been beftowed on this labyrinth, certainly merit the 
attention 6f travellers. The rock h of the fame 
Icind with that on which the Egyptian Pyramids arc 
built, viz. a whitiih lime-flicme, filled with diflFerenc 
kinds of ihells and fea infects, entire and not changed.. 
The greateft part of the palace, formerly in a good 
ftate of defence, is now deftrc^ed; fome towers 
only being left, of which one hath been enthely 
prrferved, but it is without a garrifon or ammunif 
tion J the whole of it built of hewn ftonc, of the 
kind I have already mentioned. We beheld atlaitthe 
f uined building, which was formerly the palace of 
the Sarracen Sultans. Here we faw magnificent 
Granite columns, above two fathoms or twelve feet 
in length, of one piece, with well wrought capitals 
and handfome foliages, cut in (lone, and fome ob<» 
kwc remains c^ painting in water dolours^ hand^ 
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fome enough for the time in which they were exe-^ 
cutcd ; fome palm boughs were the mdft vifible. 
The roof and columns of a: very large hall were yet 
entire, in which was alfo to be feen a number of 
Arabian infcriptionsi with Coptic letters rdund the 
cornifh of the roof. From the rtiins of this palace^ 
almoft the whole city of Cairo may be fcen^ As far 
as I can judge, I fuppofc Cairo to be twenty-four 
miles in circumference. The view is far from being 
tigreeable: ill-built houfes with flat roofs, grey, 
dully and dirty walls, with a number of minarets of 
Mofques ftanding up amongd them, cannot, do not^ 
make it more agreeable. 

The 1 2th, the verdure began to appear in Egypt, 
the greateft part of the water having drained from 
the fields. At this time the country appeared in its 
full beauty, wherefore I went to Old Cairo, to have 
ian opportunity of feeing what vegetables this fea* 
fon could afford worthy of obfervation. Bladder 
Ketmia or Venetian Mallow, is a plant eaten in Egypt, 
contrary to the cuftom of other countries. It was 
now in full growth, and had already finiihed its flow- 
ering, when the country people took it up, tied it in 
imall bundles, and carried it to the city for fale. 
The Turks, being fond of war, are not ignorant 
■* o( military exercifes. In Cairo they order their 

flaves, who are all young Chriftians, moflly bought 
from Circailia and Georgia, to be inflruded in thofe 
exercifes to which they are moft accuftomed, which 
t:onfift in riding well, firing on foot, but moftly on 
horfeback. The latter is not unworthy of atten- 
tion* They hold their gun in one hand clofe to the 
thigh, and in the other they have the bridle and a 
match : they touch the fufe when the horfe is in full 
fpeed, and if they are well trained, hit the mark, 
which is a jar fet up at a certain diitance. The per- 
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fbll who beats down the jar, receives a reward from 
the officer who commands the troop. Their third 
exereife is to throw a lance. Inftead of lances, whilft 
they arc learning, they ufe branches of palm-tree, 
with which they ride sLftei" one another in full gal- 
lop. I faw all their revolutions as I wis riditig by 
the place of exercife, between Old and New Cairo, 
where they affemble three days in the Week, under 
the infpeftion of an officer of diftinftioil. 

I SPENT the 13th, on an ifland direftly oppbfite 
Old Cairo. I had here an opportunity of feeing the 
Reed of the Nile, of whidh frequent mentioti is made 
in the fcriptures. There are two forts of Reed 
growing near the Nile : one of them has fcarce any 
branches, but numerous leaves, Which are ilarrow, 
fmooth, channeled on the upper furface, and the 
plant is about eleveil feet high* The Egyptians 
make ropes of the leaves. They lay. them in water 
like hemp, and then make good and ftrong cabled 
of them, which With the bark (Integuraentum) of 
the Date tree, are almoft the only cable ufed in the 
Nile. They make floats of this Reed, whieh the/ 
ufe when they fifh with nets. The other fort is of 
great confequence. It is a fmall Reed, about two of 
three feet high, full branched, with {hort, {harp, 
lancet-like leaves : the roots, which are as thick a^ 
the ftem,* Creep and mat themfelves together to 1 
-confiderable diftance. This plant feems ufelefs iri 
ordinary life; but' to this is the very foil of Egypijp 
owing, for the matted roots have flopped the earth 
which floated in the waters, and formed out of the 
fea a country that is habitable. Before I left this 
place, I obferved attentively the fliore of the Nile. 
It chiefly confifts of fand, which is compofed of a 
whitilh (^rti, or Criftalline particles, unhed to 
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fome oblong lammae^of black Mica, and a very 
fmall proportion of ruft-coloured Spar. 

During mv ftay in Old Cairo, I ventured to do 
a thing, which I beliere very few travellers before 
me have done; neither would I advife any one to 
follow my examplfe, for it might not perhaps " be 
attended with equal good fortune. It was my 
going on the T5th, into a Turkifh Mofque. Accord- 
ing to the laws of Turky, a Chriftian, who goes 
in one of their places of worfliip, mud either 
turn Mahometan, or be burnt alive. Money will 
fcarcely obtain a mitigation of the law in this cafe, 
tho' it helps in all other cafes, even in the moH: 
notorious ofiences, except when any perfon hath 
been too free with their women ; for this offence is 
as heinous in their eyes, as feeing their Mofques* 
The Molque in which I went, is juft befide the 
piark-houfe of the Nile : I chofe a time when none 
of the Turks who live there were prefent j and en- 
tered it, accompanied by a French interpreter, Mr. 
)e Grand, and a good honed JanifTary, who was 
devoted to me, after I had given the door-keeper a 
faandfome fee. Suc'h things may have good and bad 
confequences, therefore a traveller ihould never un- 
dertake them, without great circumfpe&ion ; and 
the more, as all the advantage he derives from his 
curiofity is, that he may fay he has feen a place of 
this kind ; for there is indeed nothing remarkable it) 
them. The Molques are almolt all built in the 
*fame manner, conjdfting of four galleries, which 
form an open fquare ; but the galleries are covered 
and fupported by columns. If thefe are (^ marble, 
porphyry, or granite, in thefe confifts the greateft 
beauty of the Mofque. In the middle of that fid^ 
which points towards Mecca, is an oblong niche cut 
i^ the wall, in which the Cor an lies, anddire^y op- 
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pd^ie to it, is a finall gallery between two column% 
pretty high from the ground; from which theirScheik9 
orFrtefts read to the people Ibme part of the Corany 
or fomething elfe which may excite them to obferve 
iheir do&ine, and liye accordingly. In fome of the 
other galleries are the fteps that lead to the minarec 
or fteeple» from which the hours of prayer arc pro- 
claimed iix times a day, viz. at fun-rife, at noon, 
three o'clock in the afternoon, at fun-fet, half ap 
hour after feyen in the evening, and at midnighf. 
If the minaret is well built, it makes the outward 
I appearance of the Moique agreeable, and cotitri- 

I butes a little to the beauty of the city, if fuch a 

'thing is to be found amongft a people who defpife 
archite^ure, and glory more in deftroying tha^ 
f crefting. Their fteeples are cylindrical, with one 

or more balconies, and four doors, one from eac^i 
quarter of the world. In Old Cairo is a grotto 
much efteemed by the Chriftians, as Chrift and his 
mother were concealed in it when they fled to 
Egypt. Over this the Coptites have bu jit a churcl^ 
they keep in tolerable repsur, afid ufe the groito 
for a chapel . . 

NsAR Matarfe is a well of fweet water; all ih^ 
others are fait. Here is likenfife ^n obeli/k^ which 
IS the handibmeft in Egypt. I never believed sa* 
tural hiftory was fo ufeful in the iludy of aqtiqui- 
. ties, as I experienced on the. 25 th. ^ perfqn who 
is acquainted with birds, may fee at firfl: fight of 
what kind thofe are, which are carved on it. I 
could know a Strix (Owl) whicji ftood uppermoft 
on the top of the obeliik ; a Scolppax (Snipe) much 
like the pluvialis, an Anas (Duck) and, what I 
'think niorc remaikable, could plainly difcern the 
Ardea Ibis alba in the pofitiqn it is yet to be feen in all 
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the fields of Egypt, carrying its head high and 
tail low. 

The entrenchments of Sclim's camp, who took 
Egypt from the Mahometans, were yet plainly to 
be fcen. They were built of brick, dried in the 
fun, made of clay and ft raw, in the manner the 
Ifraelites were obliged to make them during their 
flavery in Egypt, in the time of Pharaoh ; of thefe 
bricks, the remains are to be^ feen to this day in a 
Pyramid at Sacchara, which was built of them. 

The Egyptian peafant now continues plowing and 
fowing the field, which he has begun with the month. 
Their utenfils are of the moft iimple kind, but they 
are fufficient for tilling the lightefl ground under 
the fun. Their principal inftrument is a plow, 
which coniifts of a long handle, two uprights to 
which the reins are faftened, with a fmall ifi-made 
fliare* They ufe oxen for their works of hufbandry ; 
their inftruments are indifferent, when they caft up 
clods too large to be left entire, they break them 
with a kind of hoe, which they alfo ufe in pre- 
paring the beds in a garden, and to clean the fmall 
partitions in ^the fields. Before I left Mataree, I 
defired to fee the Sycamore; which, as they relate, 
•afforded our Saviour fhade when he fled into Egypt 
I regarded this tree as a lover of nature. It is only 
four fathoms thick, fo that it is not fo large as others 
I have feen in Egypt. It was a little hurt on the 
Eaftern fide, and lefs in that part. By comparing 
it with young trees of this kind, whofe age I knew, 
1 imagine this, and the other trees of its fize, to be 
about three hundred years old ; an age that will not 
warrant us in regarding it as a relique. 

The Janiffaries gate is on the left hand of the 

entrance to the palace of Cairo, where they have a 

- guard room for officers and common foldiers. In 

the 
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the afternoon of the 26th, I went thither to fee an 
edifice, which was erected by the ufurping go« 
yemor, to tranfnut hi$ name to pofterity. • It con* 
fifted of a handfome hall for the Janiflary Aga, 
clofing at the top in a dome, and had the walls 
adorned with feftoons, but the roof was fupported 
by fome fine marble columns from luly. On each 
£de of the hall was a gallery, with a flat roof and 
painted walls. 

We muft not expeft to find; any traces in the 
Turkiih architefture, of the magnificence which 
js yet yifible in that of the ancient Egyptians^ 
Grecians, and Saracens. A Turk underftands 
not how to lay a (lone properly, much lefs how te 
I raife a wall . The Armenians are their architeAs; 

who^ by their natural inclination for the art, aififted 
I by what they have feen on their travels in the £aft, 

1 build as well as can! be expe6bed from people who 

. owe all their knowledge in a manner to nature.- If 
thefe people were to travel to Europe, and there 
cultivate their parts, we might fee in the Eaft, 
matters in every ufeful fcience, who might proba- 
bly vie with the ancients, and furpafs many of the 
modems. In the entrance to this < place, are to be 
feen a number of various kinds of arms, ufed in the 
holy wars ; being the remains of trophies whiqh the 
[ Saracens and Turks took :from the ChrifliaQ forces 

after their vi Aor ies : fach as helmets, harnefles, battle 
axes, pikes, partizans, and fome bows,.one of which 
I was of a prodigious fize. Thefe were the deftruftive 

inftruments of thoCe times, before an unlucky che^ 
mical invention taught men a ihorter way to fend 
one another to the other world. The Janiffary 
Aga, the Kihaja, who ihould dire£l the police, and 
' a Tchiauz, are the officers that are obliged to live 
CM&zni\y in ,xhsk guard-ropm, which I faw, A 

H 3 number 
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immbfcr of Capigl, or fubaltetm, art -coteftaBtfy Itt 
their ftations. There is no fixed toUrtbc* of Jahtf* 
farics: they come amd go tts they think pttspep, 
Th6 foldiers think themfelvds too good to be ^blig^d 
to keep a ftrift :guard. 'Tliey find thfeir accfewwit 
better by keeping in the city^ where they liare ad 
cfpponuhity of robbing atid abiafing wnohi thfe^ 
iplcafe This is the empteytnent of thofe wbd 
ought to proteft people from violence aind injuftfce. 

On the ^yth, I faW blade fljiv^ fold m the AArel 
ifa Cairo; they Tjnere brought from Abyffitiia, Jfcthl- 
opia and Dongala. Thfe gi^at4^ part ^er^ w'OfllefS 
almoft naked, having only thw priirtfCfc ptfrts tow^ 
cealed: they had their hair plaittd jA (iliali )od(^, 
anomted with fome kmd of greafe, and adottied Wkh 
icorals and coiral beads, which hmg in t^ nOfe aad 
«ears« Ornahients are nec^ffary to all irka!t!idti& 

On the 6th d£ December, advice (Mttit to Cah*A, 
Miat the German Emperor^s Comftiiffalry, Mr.liander, 
iad returned to Egypt, which he had Idft two wrintbs 
.before to travel to Smyrna. In the Ardiipdago 
•he met with three of the Emper or*s fliips of war, 
bound for Alexandria, and With them returned. 
The fame day we heard that Captiaia }acobfotH of 
:Stockhotm, had arrived at Akrx^dria from ikig- 
iiorn. He had failed from Alexandria two KicMths 
before, and now returned With 27,000 Spnniih 
dollairs, on account of the Jews in Xicghorn, befides 
merchandiw. 

Some dayiB after wfe pdrcclved that Ifma^fel Effcn*\ 
who commanded the caAle of Alexandria, vrx% de« 
ternrined to raife the mob againft the Emjiror^ 
three (hips of war. A ftrange f^gi tad efpedaUy a 
blackbird (the Imperial Eagle) in it, was fufideht 
to give the Turks a fui^picion- They had fent m 
'Cairo from Alexandriaji to glv6 ntftice to the Ke* 

gcncy 
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^enqr of their intendoo, and at the fame time nufe 
this dty ; but received a cold reception from the 
Pacha and Janiflaiy Aga, who knew on what account 
the (hips were come. 

The firft of January 1751, Mr. le Grand took of 
me the credentials by which I was empowered to aft 
as Ckmful in Egypt. I knew not what he intended 
to do with them, but believed he would, as he ough^ 
deliver them to the Kegencf. I was informed to 
day by the Englilh Conful tnat he had delivered the 
power and liters with it tp the Jews, who rent the 
tofloms in Cairo ; and deiired them to do what they 
pleafed, as this matter concerned a foreign nation, 
and he would not give himfelf any trouble about it. 
The Mecca Caravan made its entry this day, 
after it had been out (ince the loth of September 
^ of the laft year. Many of the people had periflied 
M the road ; many by the rainy, cold, and bad 
weather, which they could not bear; fome were 
killed by the Arabians, with whom the Caravan is 
obliged to fight every journey, when they come to- 
plu^er. It ihould feem that 100,000 fouls coming 
mto a city on one day, would occafion a great change 
in. the price of proyifions; and I doubt whether 

I there is a city in Europe, capable of receiving at 

once ft) large a number of guefts without feeling 
it ; but in Cairo no want of viftuals was knovm, on 
accaonht of this remarkable encreafe of inhabitants, • 
This is not only a proof of a rich country, but like- 

\ wife of a fparing people, who have not yet forgot 

tfaat^ture is content with a little. They loft die 
Be/ of the Caravan and 480 camels on the ro2ul. 

^ It muft have been a tedious journey, when camels 

could not (land it. One of the grandees of Cairo, 
who had been two years in Mecca, returned, and 
was received with particular honour. All thofe 
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who had made this holy journey, had the firit (lory 
of their houfes painted, and hung oyer their doors the 
niirre-fhaped Aloe, which grows in large quantities 
in the gardens of Cairo, to teftify their hope by this 
cver^green. This was both a joyful and forrowful 
day. Thofe who could embrace their relations and 
friends, after this dangerous, and by them greatly- 
^fleemed journey, had reafon to fmg joyfql tunes, 
and meet them with harps and drums; but they 
who had loft their friends, filled all the ftreeta 
with the lamentations and cries of hired mourn- 
ers. This is a trade pra£tifed of old, and retained 
to this day in Egypt, with another quite the 
contrary, and both to be bought. • When joy 'and 
ibrrow are to be fold, nothing will be found in the 
world which cannot be accompliihed with money. . 
Cairo celebrates every year on a certs^in day, 
Tiz. the 28th of January, the birth-day of Mahomet, 
in a more particular manner than any of thofe places 
who eftcem the name and memory of the founder 
of this Eadem religion. I may fay, that all who 
could flir were this day in motion at Cairo, all of 
the name of Mufelmen celebrated the day, and peor 
pie of other denominations went to be witnefles of 
their joy. The large h^ndfome fquare Lefbikie. 
was the centre of the feftival ; it is not far from the 
Turks ftreet, and exaAly oppofite one inhabited 
chiefly by Coptites, on the left hand of the road 
that leads to Bulac. This place, which fome week) 
ago (load under water, in the evening was bright 
with illuminations. A city mufl: pofTefs a Nile be^- 
fore it can have, in one and the fame place, at one , 
time a pleafant navigable river, at another a field 
covered with verdant plants, and then blaze with 
different kinds of bonnr^s. Feflivals of this kind 
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are to the women of Cairo, as holidays are to 
fchool-boys. The latter leap for joy, when they 

\ g^^ ou^ ^^ ^^^ %^^ ^^ ^ fevere fchool-mafter, and 

have an hour to indulge the inclinations of child- 
, hood. This mud likewife be the cafe with the 

former when they are allowed a day, on which they 
get an opportunity of enjoying thofe pleafures to 
which their fex, over the whole world, are nata« 
turally inclinedj and mpft when they are kept un- 
der conftraint. It i« hpweyer a misfortune for this 
fex in Egypt, that the feftivs^l cannot procure them 
all the libarty to be wjfhed fon The eunuchs^ their 
fworn enemies, follow them conflantly; but their 
fchemes are fpoiled if they can't outwit th^fe wretches* 
The reafon why this day is more celebrated here 
than in other places, is, becaufe the eminent Abu* 
bekir's race Uve here, and can prove themfelves do* 
fcended in it dirc^ line from the father-in-law of 
Mahomet, Of this family was in my time remain* 
ing a Scheck, the mofl refpe^ted of any in Egypt, 
who had once a brother- (dead fome time before); 
and on their children, which were numerous and 
always n^arry one with another, depends this family 
fo much refpefted in Cairo, which, according to ap« 
pearance, is not likely to be extinft for many years, 
A proof of the regard the people in Cairo have for 
the head of this nimily, was to be feen this day, 
when he received the viiits of the principal men in 
the Regency, the Pacha excepted, who came to his 
houfe^ and by kilTing bis hand, fhewed the great 
efteem they have for him. Some time after they 
celebrated another feftival, to the memory of two 
fons of prophets ; but in another manner, and with- 
out illuminations on the above-mentioned place. 
The hqufes in the largcft ftr^ets wer^ adorned with 
.. . ' hangings, 



t66 TRAVELS TO THE EAST. 

Baitgings, and Iamt>s pat up before thofe of the 
imndpal perfons. 

On the thinl of February it rained in Cairo^ 
is worth remarking, as it happens fo feldom. 
The weather varied at this time in Egypt, as it 
Ai>e$ with us in April, but differed in regard to the 
dimate. 

ThIb: 2 2d it vrii quite cold with a ftrong Honh 
Wibd: all the trees lofe their leares about this 
time, and put forth new. Sali% tlalaf, Sycomorus, 
Mimofa, had got young leaves, and the fir(t: 
bl<^(Hned on bare boughs, which about this time 
were brought to the apothecaries, who diftil from 
them the Odaf water, fo famous and fo much ufed 
in Egypt. 

The 7th of M^iixh h^ppined a revolt In Cairo^ 
but it had not the deiirdd dSkA. Some of the 
lleys, Who Were bantihed on the ufurpadon of the 
neigning Abraham Kiahajas to the fupreme power, 
had found iiiteans to flea! into the city, with an 
iiiteut to make an affault on their enemy; but 
they had the misfortune to be difcovercd. The 
Governor fent men to furround the houfe, in 
whith they were concealed. Their faithful hoft, 
and three of the confpirators, loft their heads in a 
Moment ; fire was put to the houfe, and all, even 
the women, who were in it, were burnt alive. 
The other Beys and their accomplices favcd them- 
felves by flight, and the Governor avoided this 
blow, which fcrved only to ftrengthen him in his 
power. The riot laHcd no longer than from four 
to fcven o'clock in the afternoon. The Turks dif- 
patch their affairs quickly, well or ill. 

I LEFT Cairo on the loth of March, juft as the- 
Palms were ripe for copulation j all the bloffoms 

were 
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were sow in their beauty, the trees (hot forth 
tea-w lesiVHf ^aid whieat atul bartcj ivtre now in 
ear ; after I had been there for nine months* 
and liad fufficient (^portunicies of knowing Egypt; 
a couiitry without an equal, ted Cairo, a city' 
whicli is bed defcribed by the title its Lord the 
Turkifli £mperor giycs it, when he calls it^-' 
gular in its kind. 



TO 



io8 TRAVELS TO.THE EAST. 



TO D A M I ATA. 



t^at^mmm^mm^mmmammr^i^iam^tmm^m^^m^m^mmm^mmi^^m^^^m^ 



THE I gth of March in the forenoon, we pafied 
by Maufora, a place which hath got an im- 
mortal name by the unlucky pilgrimage of the 
French King, Louis the Holy, to Egypt* It is now 
a little town, or rather a large village, about half 
way between Damiata and Cairo, well diftinguifhed 
from the other' villages, by fix Mofqucst and its 
fmall houfcs, which however are tolerable hand- 
fome and built of ftone ; the others having mere 
clay huts, and fome are without a Mofque. We 
came to Damiau after a voyage of three days on 
the Nile. 

The 1 6th early, I went out to botanize round 
the town, but this neighbourhood aflfords nothing 
different from the other parts of Egypt. Cicho- 
rium fpinofum% Centaurea calcitrapoides^, Carduus 
fyriacusS Tragopogun picroidcs^, Medicago polymor-- 
pha% Trifolium refupinatum^ Scorpiurus fulcata% 
Lathyrus hifpanicus ^, Ranunculus fceleratusS Eu- 
phorbia peplusS Poa annual Hordeum murinum", 
Adiantum capillus", Trifolium procumbens% Poa 
bulbofa vi vip.P, Apium gravcolcjisS Salix cegyptiaca', 
Chenopodium virideS Much larger quantities of 
dew fall about this time in this part of Egypt, 
which is neareil the fea, than in others more cQf- 

^Thorn^r fQCcory. ^Knapweed. ^ Syrian tbiftle. <^ Goatsbeard, 
« Sniil trefoil. ^ Kefupinaced trefoil, s Caterpillars. ^ Spanifh 
chichling vetch. ^ Crowfoot. ^ Spurge, ' Annual poa. "* Barley. 
■ Maidenhair. <> Procumbent trefoil, p Bulbofc poa, ^ Stinking 
paHIey, ' Egyptian willow. 'Goofcfoott 

tant, 
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tatlt, hy which the fields aire enriched, even where 
tlie ISfile cannot ovdrflow. The rain likewife con- 
tril>i:ite8 to it, falling here frequently during the 
V7 inter and fpring months, which fcarcely even hap* 
pens at Cairo. The Palm began now to open its 
male flowers, which however is not general before 
the enfuing month. In Damiata, wbuch aflfords an 
incredible quiintity of flax, they manufafture a 
kind of handfome natpkins with white, blue, red, 
yellow, and more forts of ftripes, of which they fell 
large quantities to Turkey. I faw this manufaAure^ 
*which is eilabliihed in a little quarter feparate from 
the town. On my return to my lodgings, I went 
into a houfe where they drcfied Rice, the chief com* 
modity and riches of Damiata. It is pounded by 
hollow iron peftles, of a cylindric form, an inch in 
diameter, lifted up by a wheel worked by oxen. 
A perfbn fitting between the two peftles, puflies 
forward the rice when the peftles are rifing. Ano* 
ther fifts, winnows, and lays it under the peftles. In 
this manner they continue working it, until it is en* 
tirely free from chaff and hulks. When it is clean 
they add a 30th part of fait, and pound them to- 
gether, by which the rice becomes white, which be- 
fore was grey. After this fining, it is pafled through 
a fine fieve, to part the fait from the rice, and then 
it is ready for fale. Damiata fells every year 60,000 
facks of rice, each fack of feventy-five oke, of which 
the greateft part goes to Turkey, and fome to Leg- 
horn, Marfeilles, and Venice. Rice is one of the 
chief produftions of Egypt, and of courfe therein 
confifts in a great meafure the riches of the inhabi- 
tants ; it grows only in the rich fields round Da- 
miata and Rofetta, which are eafily watered by the 
Nile. The Egyptians undoubtedly learned the 
tuitivation of rice under the reign of the Califs, at 

which 
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mbxch time many ufieful plants nircrc brought oref 
the Red fea to £g]rpt» which now grow fpoata- 
neoufiy there» aiul enrich the country. The Re^ 
gency at this time would not gtre themfelvts the 
trouble of introducing any thing of the kind, and 
perhaps would not even culti? ate what they already 
naTe> were it not for their flaves, the ancient inha« 
bitants of £gypt» who are obliged to praAice what 
their fcM-efathers taught them, without reaping the 
leaft advantage from the fwcat of their brows, being 
obliged to offer every thing to the luxury of their 
tyrants. 

On the 19th in the afternoon, I failed on the 
Nile, to view the lituation and appearance of the 
town. Damikta is a little town, built on the (bore 
of the Mile in the form of a half mooji, fituated on 
xhe right hand in coming from Cairo. The Nile 
snakes a little turning to the Eaft, before it falls in 
the fea. This reach, vrbioh is fomething broader 
than the river in other places, ftretches beyond the 
town, and ferves frar its harbour, which is unfit to 
receive the veffels of the town, the mufches from 
Cairo, chcmbccks from Cyprus, Syria, &g. fcheo- 
meone from Alexandria, and other fmaU craft of 
this kind. The European veffels mnft anchor in 
the open road, veithout the mouth of the Kile, 
where they are no Icmger fafe than whilfl the wea- 
ther favours them. In bad Weather they have no 
ether chance but flipping their cables and running 
to fea, or iiretching for the harbour of Cyprus* 
On this account Damiata is a miferable place, and 
-frequented by few European veffels; yet fome 
Frenchmen, who from their youth have been ufed 
:to the road, and are not frightened by thefe diffi- 
culties, but for the fake of the profit they get by 
the freight of the merchants goods, run all hazaixL 

The 
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The hoaies near the fliore are tolerably veil built 
after the Egyptian manner, but thofe in the towq 
are the moil miferable huts one can any where fee» 
I counted about twelve Moiques. I afterwards failed 
to the other fide of the town, where I went on fhoro 
to look for plants, and there found in great plenty 
the handfbmeft in Egypt, and perhaps of all plants^ 
viz. the Flaintain tree, which, with Vines, Mulberry 
and Peach trees, made part of a hedge round a fieUL 
in which Sugar and different forts of Cucumbers 
vrere planted. A more valuable hedge will fcarce be 
found in any other place. If it was even made of 
valuable metals, it would not equal this. The 
Plaintain tree was now in blofibm, and had al«- 
ready at the lower end of the Pedunculus, frui( 
of two inches long, on a ftem two fpans thjck an4 
about three fathoms high. Clifford'^ Flaintain 
tree was too .valuable for our Linnaeus to anato- 
mife. To me was left thQ buiinefs of anatomizing 
and defcribing it, which I could do with eafe in ^ 
place where I might cut down the whole plant with 
bloiToms and leaves for fourpence : I therefore di& 
feded it, and found its conilru^on as wonderful as 
the other parts which my mailer defcribed. The 
Vines had lately put forth leaves. The Egyptians 
don't cultivate mem for the fake of wine, their re-^ 
ligion forbidding them to drink it. They keep a few 
for the fake of the grapes, which they eat freih. 
The Peach tree was in bloflbm, but the Mulberry 
tree in the fame iitUation as the Vine, nor is it ap- 
plied to that valuable purpofe for which it is fo 
ufeful to other countries. 

The Maltefe cruizers frequently keep in the 
road before Damiata, when they are at fca, which 
is commonly ^bout this time of the year, when the 
pilgrims go to the holy land^ One of them was feeq 

in 
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in the mdrniiig of the 20th, at the vety mouth 6f 
the Nile, where it feized three of this countries 
chebecks, laden with wood from Caramania fof 
Egyptj and having on board a number of Turks 
and Greeks* The Turks taken on fuch an occafion 
are made flaves, and the Gteeks are fet at liberty^ 
but their goods are deemed a lawful prize. Thefd 
cruizers are all equipped at Malta, but they feldoni 
carry a Maltefe flag^ dxcdpt the drdinaty religious 
veflel which is commanded by a Knight, and con- 
ftantly kept at fea. The others Carry the flag of 
Sardinia, Spaih, bt thd Prince of MorodcO, as thefd 
powers are never at peace with the Pone, or the 
Republics of Barbary ; that above-mentioned carried 
k Sardinia flag, but was from Malta^ Six others 
Cruized at the fame time on the coafts of Syria and 
Caramania^ 

On the morning of the 21ft, I had the pleafure 
of feeing from my window one of the moft remark- 
able fights in nature. A female Palm (Phoenix 
dadylifera Linnsei) had in the night put forth its 
bloflbms from the fpatha. I went thither at fun- 
rife to fee it, whilft the dew was yet falling. I faw 
a gardener, the proprietor of the Palm, climbing 
up the Palm, which equalled our largeft firs in 
height. He had a bunch of male flowers, with 
which he powdered the female, and by thefe means 
fecundated them. After he had done this, he 
cut away the inferior boughs or leaves, between 
which the flowers of the preceding year had come 
out, together with the remarkable web which 
covers the bafis of the leaves, and goes from one 
edge of a leaf to the other. 

On one fide of Damiata is a large river, or ra* 
ther gulf, which empties itfelf into the fea. and 
iikewife receives an arm of the Nile ; by whicn the 

land 
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land whereon the town is built betome$ an ifland. 
On the 2 2d, I went out to fee this gulph. The 
miscture of fea and river water caufcs this water to 
be neither fait nor fwect, but between both. A 
number of'filh keep here, which arc caught 
near Damiata> and coniift chiefly ,of the Burri 
(Mullet) of the Egyptians, and different fpecies 
Scinense Artedi, which I haTC already defcribed. In 
returning home I faw a (ingle tree- of Caffia fi(lula» 
which had ripened its pods, but had not yet put 
forth leaves. This valuable tree is rarely feen in 
ihefe lower parts of Egypt, but more common 
round Cairo : it grows now fpontaneoufly, but was 
firft brought from India. On this excurfion, I found 
the moft remarkable Date tree I had feen in Egypt ; 
it was conqx)fed of two trees, which had grown to- 
gether at their bafis, but parted two feet from the 
ground, one ftem being larger than the other. It 
fometimes happens thai feveral of thefc trees grow 
up fo near to each other, as to join^with their ba* 
lis; but they are always diftinft tree?, nor does ever 
one root emit two ftems. But at Tajum I faw a Date 
tree divided into two crowns near the top, which 
happens very rarely. Entering the town, I faw the 
houfe in which the French Conful dwelt during his 
ftay at Damiata. It was entirely deftroyed, and 
BOW uninhabitable. It has been in this iituation 
ever fince the Conful and his merchant were ex« 
pelled the town for ^ riot which they had raifed 
for an affair of gallantry ; fo dangerous and unpar- 
.donable an offence is this amongfl: the Turks. From 
that time there has not been a French Conful or 
merchant in Damiata. No other nation hath ever 
had any buiinefs here. The Greeks alone have % . 
church in Damiata, by which I afterwards paffcd. 
It has a number of priefts and a pretty large con- 
' I greg^jsition. 
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gre?at!On, particularly fince a ittimber of thofe> 
Grcjeksi who were driven from i.^ypriis by the ty- 
ranny of the Turks, have taken refuge here. 1 here 
are lame rich Greek merchants in Damiata, and the 
infpeftor of the cuftoms is a Greek, who pays 400 

Surfes for His office; but in moil of the Greeks 
ere, their national raifery fiiews itfelf. The Papifts 
have .neither chapei vioi mifllonaries here, which is 
the only place of any confideration in Egypt de- 
ftitute of this kind of apoftles. The Syrian mer-* 
(dian^ a^ut 200 in number, and all confiderable 
people, have rv^^o monks from the mountain of Li* 
banon, o£ the order of St. Anthony, who read mafs 
ih their chambers, which even the French Captains 
frequent. The principal part of the inhabitants 
eonfiAs in Turkifli Janiflaries, who are all merchants, 
governed by Serdasj moft of them are rich, but 
then they are chiefly knaves and run-aways,who, for 
great mifdemeanors having quitted Conftantmople, 
Caramannia, or the iflands, took refuge in Egypt, 
and there live in fafety^^ There are many Greeks 
here; a few families of Coptites; about 200 rich 
Syrian merchants already mentioned ; of Jews a 
pretty large number. The brokers are all Jews, a 
few of them rich, but the greateft part poor* They 
have ao fynagogue here, but worfhip God in their 
own private houfes. The Franks were obliged 19 
quit the place entirely, after the French had been 
expelfcdi . 

On the 24th, we had the fineft weather Ihad feei> 
fbr twelve months, as it rained pretty hard in the af- 
ternoon. One (hould live a confiderable time in the 
Climate of Caitoi where there conftantly reigns a 
fcorching heat, and fcarcely ten drops of rain fall in) 
t-he year, to be fenfible of the refrcfliment both thp 
body and mind receive from a cooling rain. 

Ji oLJo* 
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The 28th, I left Damiata with pleafurc, as it is 
the inojft miferable place ia Turkey for a Frank to 
Kyc in. * We had two hours voyage on the Nilfe 
from Damiata to the fea. , The Ihorc on the right 
hand confifted of fand-hills, with rteds near the 
water, and on the left rich land. At the mouth of 
the Nile, on the left hand, was a tower which, they 
fay, was founded in St. Louis's age. On the right, 
was a village, near which we brought to with our 
boat,, and reftedqver night. . 

This was the laft night I flept on the Nile, and 
the following day we went to fea with our (hip, and 
failed three leagues. We were at fea four days. 
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THE firft of April, 175 ir we anchored be- 
fore Jaffa, called Joppa in the Holy Scrip- 
ture,, after four days voyage from* Damiaia. This 
tov^jo:- hasi no harbour, and the veffels muft aor 
chor in the open road, which obliges them to put 
to fea in the leaft bad weather, as is the cafe at 
Damiata. The water was fo (hallow on this coaft, that 
our boat could not reach land, and we were obliged 
to be carried on {horc. We were fet down ^t the 
fine ilonc wharf lately built on the ihore : it is the 
only one I have feen of this kind in the Levant. I 
went firft with my Captain to a French faftor, wha 
is kept here by the merchants in Kama, and is the 
only Frank who dwells in Jaffa, being an old man^ 
and having two fons, 

I WENT from thence to the quarters of the Latiir 
monk§, who are here tp receive Pilgrims, and take 
care to forward them. They were two Monks^ 
on;e Priefl 4nd one Layman,"who was Procurator. 1 
had a bad lodging, becaufe their building ^^s very 
fmall, and the avarice of the Turks did not permit 
them to extend it, though they ought to have the 
largeft lodgings in the Levant, on account of the 
number of travellers that land there; but I was well 
treated. The Procurator begaa direftly to make 
preparations iFor my journey to Jerufalemr He 
commenced with a queftioa which I fliould "wil- 

Kngly 
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Imgly have avoided. It was, Whether I came to 
^ifit the holy places out of devotion? I anfwered 
without ambiguity, No, What, continued the 
Monk, who was a Spaniard, travel to the Holy 
Xand without devotion ? I was for putting an end 
to this difagrccable converfation, and began ano- 
ther fubjefl^ by talking of money. I counted to 
him fixty-two piaftres for myfelf, and the like fum 
for my fervant. Thi« money every Frank pays m 
Jaffa, for his whole journey to Jcrufalem and back 
again. I left all my things in his charge till my re- 
turn, only a fuit of cloaths and fome books, to dry 
plants in, which were fent to Jerufalem before me; 
and I then put on a Levant coat and a Greek cap, - 
carrying nothing with me but my memorandum 
took. After thefc preparations had been made, 
the Procurator lent a meffenger to Jerufalem to ad- 
vife them of my arrival, and I was obliged to wait 
his return. I was well pleafed with this deUy, as it 
gave me time to reft myfelf, after a difagreeabic . 
voyage, before I fet out on a journey yet more dif- 
agreeabic by land. I was now come into the Holy 
Land, therefore had reafoa to e3q>eft continual in* 
formations of holy things, Th-e Monks began with 
their hotel, by informing me that it was the holy 
|>lace where St. Peter had his fifhing hut, and 
where he threw the famous ring into the fea. 
Every thing, even to the table on which we fupped, 
was holy. The wine we drank came from the holy 
defart where St. John dwelt; and the olives grew 
on the Mountain of Olives near Jerufalem, Thefe, 
independent of their holinefs, were of the beft kind 
I had tafted in the Levant, being fuch as Paleftine, 
always famous for Olive-trees, affords. Amongft 
jthofe who vifited me, during my ftay in Jaffa, was 
gclerkof tbecuftoms,v/ho on the third day came to 

I 3 ' recei^\e 
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receive the twcnty-rtwo piaftresi which every ]Prank 
is obliged to pay to the cuftom-houfe of Jaffa, for 
the privilege of <;oiximg on fhore and travelling in 
the country. The inhabitants of tlbe country, Ar- 
menians, Greeks, $:c. pay only half the fum. But 
as 4000 perfons arrive yearly, befides as many 
Jews, who come fron^ all quarters of the world, this 
may be eileemed a confiderable revenue for the 
Turks ; and indeed they receive no other from this 
uncultivated and almoft upinhabited country. The 
greateil: part of this money is by legacies left.tp 
Mecca. A flirew4 difpofition, which appropriate^ 
the revenue ariiing from one kind of fuperftition t^i 
the maintenance of another. 

The 4th of April, I went out to take a view of 
Jaffa. This place, which may be called a little 
town, is fituated near the fea, on a .rifing groundi» 
having a caftle on a rock, garrifoned by an officer 
and fome foldiers, which commands the road; but 
fome of the ordnance were honeycombed with i:uil, 
and othersf funk in the ramparts: in this pegligent 
manner the Turks keep their forts. The place wa^ 
fome years ago in a much worfe condition than at 
prefent ; but an Armenian from .Conftantinople^ foe 
reafons to me unknown, obtained liberty to im^t 
prove the buildingSj; which he .did by rebuilding 
the wharf already mentioned, and ^refting fomef 
ftone houfes and magazines on the fhore, which^ 
give the place an appearance from the fea fide, much 
preferable to the miferable profpeft it formerly af- 
forded. The other houfes in the town are poor 
huts, chiefly inhabited by Turks and Arabs, toge* 
ther with fome Greeks and Armenians, whofe 
Monks have each an hotel here for the reception of 
Pilgrirns. The country round the tov^n is not very 
agreeable: the roads are broad and level, but incon- 
venient 
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wcnient from the quantity of loofe fand which covers 

4cliem : the handfome plain, which reaches as far as 

Rama^ begins at a fmall diftance from the town, 

;near whi,ch are fome plealant gardens after the 

manner of the countrT, where inparticular I found 

-Come Figrtrees, a? bea«tifiil as any I h^ feen in the 

Xeyant. Here were likewife feveral Sycamore^. 

which are fcavcer as you advance in the country* 

The hedges were overgrown with di&rem kinds of 

prickly plants, in which the virild beads had theif 

paflages and habitations,, particularly the little 

^ftem Fox Jackal, who is to be fcund in large 

jBjQiQbers in tlMs neighboQrhood 
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TJHE 5th of April, about noon, I travelled 
from Jafia, accompanied by my merchant 
frpm Leghorn, and two French Mc»iks. We got 
from the Monks in Jaffa, whofe bufmefs it is to ac« 
commodate with neceffaries thofe who intend to vifit 
Jerufalem, miferaile affes, and yet worfe faddlcs, 
together with ten Arabs and two Turkifh horfe- 
men to conduft us, who received us at the town'$ 
end. The whole country from Jaffa to Rama con- 
fills of little liills; between thefe are level and 
handfome vales, which extend in large plains* A 
part is turned into corn fields, but moft of it lips 
wafle. The ground here confifts of a loofe reddilh 
fandy mould; and I have never feen in any place, 
the ground (o caft up by moles as in thefe 
plains, lliere was fcarce a yard's length between 
each mole hill. This is an advantageous circum- 
llance for all forts of felf-fown wild plants; there*- 
fore entire 'plains wer© covered with Buphthalmura 

'foliis oblongis dentatis ; or Oxeye, with oblong 
dentated leaves; which made them much yellower 

. than our Swedifli meadows are in the month of 
June, from the Caltha Paluftris and Ranunculus, 
or Marfti-marygold and Crowfoot. In other places 
the fields were white with a fort of Matricaria, 
or Feverfew. In three places, we had fine vales 
abounding with Olive-trees. Cranes, the inhabit- 
ants of uftcukivated countries, were here to be found 

iu 



TO JERUSALEM. 121 

in great numbers. At four o'clock wc came ta 
Rama, and alighted at the fine convent, which, if 
wc except Jerufalem, is the bcft in the Holy Land. 
I In the afternoon of the 7th, the Prefident at the 
Holy Sepulchre ift Jerufalem went with the greateft 
part of the Monks to th^ church, where the Holy 
Sepulchre is, to remain there till Eafter day, after 
they had ikft made a holy vifit in the morning of • 
the 4th, to the place where the garden Gethfemane 
had been. About three o'clock, in the afternoon, 
the Monk, who was appointed to wait on me, con- 
duced me to the famous temple where the places 
were (hewn, which Chrift, by his fufferings, death 
and burial, has immortalized in memory. Befinre 
the door of the temple is a little place, to which one 
defcends by a flair cafe of ten or twelve fteps. Thit 
ferves for a market, in which Patemoftcrs were the 
chief commodity. The place on which the temple 
js built, is (aid to be that which formerly was called 
Golgotlia, or the place of Skulls. The Europeans 
Imagine this is a hill or rifing ground ; it is quite the 
contrary, a vale or deep ground. We now went 
into the temple, which at its entry had two doors, 
one befide the other, but one of them was walled 
up. Before the entry we found three Turks, 
a Schcrif or Lawyer, a Janiffary, and a Bp- 
ftangi, who were ordered thither by the Regency 
of the country. The bufinefs of the firft is to 
mark down the names of thofe who go in, for 
fake of the payment, which the Turkilh Regency 
takes from the Chriftians who vifit this place, as it 
belongs to the Turks. The latter fliould take care 
and prevent quarrels between Chriftians of various 
denominations, who pay their devotions here. The 
firft thing I was fiiewn at my entrance, was the ftone 
on which Ghrift's body, &s jthey fay, was laid and 

anointed 
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ynpinied by the women^ before it was placed in the 
grave. It is direftly oppofite the door, and a few 
fteps from it, furroundecj with high iron rails. It i9 
a fine ilab of white marble, about Gx feet long and 
three broad. This belongs to the Latins ; for each 
kind of Chriftians, except Proteftants, poflefs cer- 
tain holy things. From thence we went into the 
holy Sepulchre, which is in the midft of the choir, 
being the center of the church, and belongs to the 
Latins. 

. In the afternoon of the 8th, I went to fee fome 
of the remarkable places in the town, i. The 
]pazar, or market place, which is miferable, and 
contains fe;w valuable goods, s. A houfe, in which 
the mother of the fons of Zebedee livedo as thq 
Monks reports The Maltefe had it for their dwel- 
ling, whilft they were matters of Jerufalem. The 
Greeks have now turned it into an inn for pilgrims, 
and have a little chapel there, g^ A church of the 
Syrians, which is faid to have been St. Mark'^ 
houfe. T|iey fhew a ftonc veifel, m which the 
'^poftles are faid to have baptized the primitive 
Chriftians. 4« The i^ace where Annas's palace for-f 
merly flood, and where Chrift was tried, which be^ 
longs to the Armenians, Vfho have a little chapel 
there. Before the houfe ftands an old Olive-tree, 
which thefe people have in great veneration : the 
fiem of it is coviered ovec with earth, and it ha$ 
pnly fome branches above ground. They fay that 
Chrifl Yfd$ tied tq this tree whilfi the trial conti'^ 
pued. 5. Another Armenian chapel, faid to bo 
built on the place where Chrifl "^eas examined be-? 
fore Caiaphas: thi$ was not far from the other, but 
without the town gate. In, both was a little k% 
parate chamber well ornamented, exaftly over the 
place where the affair happenedi which was painted 
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in it. In the chapel of Caiapha$, the altar confided 
of a fione eight feet \oag and five feet high, faid 
to be the fame which had been laid pn Chrift'sf 
grave at his burial, and the women would have 
takei} away, but found it too large. It was. now 
covered with mortar an inch thick, and was of the 
faar4 limeftonei common in Paleftine. In fome 
places they have left it bare, for devout Pilgrims to 
kifs : here was likewife painted Peter's denial of 
Chrift. From thence we went out through one of 
the town gates, and came immediately on the holy 
mount Sion, fo famous in the days of David. It is 
now a defart fiat and level, fituated immediately 
without the ramparts. It is occupied by, and. left 
to the Ghriftians for a burial place, where all deno- 
minatipqs of them bury their dead. Hence we 
could fee a Turkifh Mofque, with a handfome 
cupola, ereded over David and Solomon's grave. 
la this fame place, they fay, Chrid indituted the 
Lord's Supper, and the Holy Ghpd came upon the 
ApoKlles. No Chridian can approach nearer to 
. this mod principal of holy places, than Sion, which 
is at two guns diot didance. I botanized o.n the dry 
and poor Sion, and found fome common plants 
there, viz. Allium fallens, Veronenfe; Betontca oj^ci- 
nalis; BifcuUlla didyma ; Trifolium globqfu/rii tOr 
mentofuniy refupihaium ; Ephedra dijiachia *. 

The 9th in the forenoon, I paid a vifit to the 
Patriarch of the Armenians, with whom I had beet^ 
acquainted in Smyrna. He refided in the convent 
of this nation, which is the larged in Jerufalem, 
larger than that of the Latins, and the next to it in 
riches. It has above looo chambers for Pilgrims, 
bcfide thofe of the Monks. The rich Armenian 
nation, which is more inclined to devotion, if not 

• Two forts of Gariick, Betony of the fliops. Buckler Muftard, 
three ^ons of Trefoil, and the Snrubby Horletail. 

fupcrftitipn, 
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fupcrftition, than apy other nation of the Eaft, hath 
by pilgrimages put this their fpiritual dwelling in 
Jerufalem fnto fo refpeftable a condition. There is 
not a year paflfes but more than i ooo Pilgrims ar-* 
rive from Armenia, Pcrfia, and Turkey, who never 
leave it without giving cenfiderablc alms. The cha^^ 
pel which they have here in the convent is the hand* 
fomeft of all the private chapels in Jerufalem ; the 
whole is adorned with rich hangings, fine painting% 
and an innumerable quantity of valuable filver 
lamps, fome gilt, and almofl all made by eminent 
marfcrs. G<ring home, I pafled by David's caftle, 
which at this time is the name of a Turkifli fort, 
and the only one with which they think themfelves 
able to defend Jerufalem. This is almoft totally 
dcftroyed, as are all the fonrelTes belonging to the 
Sultan. On a platform lay a dozen of cannon, 
which* muft be caft over again before they can be 
ufed. This fort lies on a low ground, and is not 
Situated fo as to command the town. It ferves only 
to give fignals by firing fome cannon on the feftivals 
of the Turks. Jerufalem has amongd its inha<r 
bitanis about 20,000 Jews. Tlie Jew women go 
here with their faces uncovered ; this the Turks 
have ordered, that they may be known from their 
own women. The greateft part of the Jews here 
are poor, as they have no opportunity of trafficking j 
for without it they cannot thrive in any part of the 
world. They have no other income here than 
what they can get from the Pilgrims of their na» 
tion, who come far and wide from all places to pay 
their refpefts to the fcyat of their forefathers* Their 
Rabbi has large revenues from his brethren through? 
out the whdle \torld, of which the Turks draw the 
greateft part; for Jews las well -as Chriftians muft 
conftantly brtng offerings tq their slwrs, if they will 
kif3 their holy places in peace. 

T Q 
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EASTER day fell this year on the nth of 
April»*new (lyle* After divine fervice, and 
all the ceremonies were ended at the holy Sepul- 
chre we went to St. Salvador to dine. At dinner 
the Superior broke the filence, which had lafted^ 
during the Lent ; and at the fame time proclaimed 
that all who intended cp make the journey to Jordan, 
and the remarkable places adjacent, ihould be ready 
to go with the Caravan after dinner. We afiembled 
at the time appointed, and found a company of 
4000 people* Greeks, Armenians, Coptites, Sy- 
rians, and a few Roman Catholks. From the Latin 
convent were the Superior, the Procurator, and 
Vicar, with about thirty Monks, the interpreters 
and JaniiTaries of the convent. The Caravan was 
led by the Governor of Jerufalem with 300 foldiers^ 
and was actompanied by the Arabian Princes and 
comQianders from the confines of thofe places 
through which we were to pjifs. The Governoc 
makes a good deal of money by this jottrney, con- 
ildering the ihort time and little trouble that is em- 

Eloyed in it; for he receives from each of the m« 
abitants four, and from a Frank ten piailers, Be- 
thany, famous for the raifmg of La£arus from the 
dead, was the iirll remarkable place we came to, 
about three quarters of a mile from the. town« 

We 
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We were (hewn the place where Lazarus^s Sepul- 
chre had been ; over which was erefted a little ftone 
hut, and the ruins of an old houfe, but no cthef 
fjgns of a town or building, which formerly mud 
have been there. After travelling two leagues, we 
refted at another old demoliihed houfe, which was 
reported to be a remarkable place by the Monks*. 
It would make one fmile to be ihewn a place wherd 
an affair happened, which perhaps never did hap- 
pen; for they fay this was the place where the 
man fell in amongft the robbers, and was paiTed by 
the Prieft, but taken up by the Samaritan : a pa- 
rable which Chrift delivered after his ufual manner, 
and therefor^ cannot be affigned to any particular 
fpot. Not far from this place, is a hill on which 
the Chriftians in the time of the Croifades had a 
forti On this road the original fituation of Judea 
may be feen, which is the fame as it hath been from 
time immemorial; though many divines contend, 
that Judea hath undergone a change, or, according 
to their manner of fpeaking, hath been transformed 
fince the death of Chrift. Judea is a country full 
of hills and vales, and as fuch it has been defcribed 
both in the Old and New Teftament; where it is al- 
ways called a hilly land, and is every where famous* 
for its mountains. ^The hills are all of a moderate 
height, uneven, and sire not of any mathematrca! 
figure, like many others, which are either of a 
conic, hemifpheric,' or fome other fuch form. At 
firft, and ncareft tojerufalcm, they confift of a very 
hard limeftone, which approaches to the nature of a 
^int, of a , whitilh colour, or pretty near a pale 
yellow. They afterwards, and nearer the Dead Sea, 
confift of a* more loofe limeftone, fometimes whitd 
and fcttiftimcs greyifh; between which arc layers 
of aj/ftddi|h micaceous ftbne, or &a^um furum 
• > micaceum. 
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micaceum. Near Jerufalem grow different fdrts of 
plants on thefe hills, efpecially Ceratonia^ Carob** 
tree ; MyrtuSy Myrtle ; and Terebinthus^ Turpentine- 
tree; but farther towards Jericho, they are bare 
and barren. The vales, like the hills, are not fruit- 
ful, but deferted and uncultivated, being full of 
pebbles, and without vegetables ; neverthelefs, the 
earth coiififts of a good red mould, and would am- 
ply reward the hufbandman's toil. In the begin- 
ing they are fomewhat narrow, but become wider 
nearer Jordan. Thefe interchanges of hills and 
vales, make the roads in Judea as dangerous as in 
any place whatever; and they could not be travelled 
with any but Arabian horfes, which are ufed* tp go 
upon fuch ftony roads as feem impaffable, and per-s 
form it with great fagacity. I have had fuch proof* 
of this as I fliould fcarce believe, if I had not feen it 
myfelf, efpecially on the journey from Jericho to 
the Dead Sea : but though thefe creatures are ufed 
to trot in . the hills, they will blunder unlefs ihey 
be well governed. This I faw by thofe on which 
the Monks rid, who were but indifierent riders, 
and therefore their horfes feemed to have forgot 
the expertnefs and fafety with which they went 
when managed by an able horfeman. The fun had 
already hid himfelf behind the hills of Stony 
Arabia, and the moon come from her retreat ; when 
we, at eight o'clock in the evening, arrived at our 
encampment, which was laid out on the great plain 
of Jericho, that extends two leagues in length along 
the Dead Sea. Here we found tents ereftsd for us^ 
which by the care of the Procurator had beetf 
brotight thither; under which we had a pleafatttt 
and delicious fupper, and reded during the darkeft 
part of the night. My Herbarium fer?ed me for a 
pillow. I was happy in^having this^ when the reft 
of the company, and the fuperior himfelf,' had no- 
thing 
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thing to lay on but the bare earth. If our bed was 
not convenient, our reft was not long* We arofe 
before day ^break to go to the mountain where Chrift 
fafted and was tempted by the devil: we came 
thither at fun-rife, and began to afcend before the 
heat ihould incommode us. The mountain is high 
and pointed ; and on our left, as we afcended, was a 
deep valley, towards which the rock was perpen- 
dicularly fteep. It confifts of a loofe white lime* 
ftone, mixed with another that is greyifh and 
harder. The way up to its higheft point is danger- 
ous beyond imagination. It is narrow, fteep, full 
of rocks and ftones, which obliged us frequently to 
creep over them before we could accomplifh our de- 
fign» The difficulty is encreafed by the valley on 
one fide ; which, befide its terrible afpe6t, b danger- 
ous in cafe one fliould flip, as in fuch cafe it would. 
be impofliblc to efcape death. Near - the top of 
the mountain are the ruins of an old Greek con-^ 
vent, which (hew how the Monks and Anchorites of 
the ancient Chriftians lived, and what places they 
inhabited, viz. fuch as really inclined them to lead a 
lonely, detached, and devout life: therefore de** 
farts and inacceifible rocks were chofen by the pri- 
mitive Chriftians for their dwellings, where they 
might offer up their prayers in folitudc. The former 
arc yet occupied by the Coprite IV^onks in Egypt, 
for they have two convents in the defarts; and with 
refpeft to the latter, the Greeks prefervc the an- 
cient dwellmgs of their forefathers in Mount Sinai> 
Saba, Stt.Elias, and other places in the Eaft. I 
went as far up on this terrible mountain of tempta- 
tion as prudence would permit, but ventured not ta 
gp to the top, whither I fent my fervant to bring what 
natural curiofities he could £nd, M'hilft I gathered 
vhat plants and infc^ I could find below; of the 
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latterlfound a verycurioiis and new Cimex^or bug, 
J had time enough do view the mountain and ad« 
jacent country, when we broke up ax nine o'clock, 
and continued our journey to Jericho, and travelled 
over a part of its large plain, which was entirely 
defart and uncultivated, bringing forth a number 
of the trees that aSbrd the oil of Zacchasus, and fpme 
Hhamnus callM Chrifl'sThorn. We came, after a little 
.time, to the fountain of Eiiiha, which is the name of 
a fine fpring .of frelh water, fituated in a vale, iind 
iurrounded with divers fine trees, viz. Salix iafeaf> 
Lonicera^ affinis fioribus coccineis; and, amongfl the 
ireft, fome Fig-trees, which grew there wild. We 
continued our journey over a vale of this plain, in 
which the Arabians had fovm barley for their 
horfes ; and this was the only cultivated fpot of 
ground I had feen between Jerufalem and Jericho, 
a country of a good day's journey in extent. We 
came towards noon to Jericho, or two ftones caft 
from the place where they Ihew fome remains in 
memory of this famous town. At this time there is 
not the lead building, except the walls of an old 
houfe, which the Monks> who are apt to fanftify 
every thing, have called the houfe of Zacchaeus, 
who, as they iky, climbed up in a Sycamore tree, 
growing on this road, to fee Chrift. But the Chrif^ 
tians of tlie Eaft fay that he climbed up in a diflferenc 
kind of tree, which now grows common here, and of 
whpfe fruit the Arabs exprefs an oil, which the Pil-r 
gdms purchafe under the name of Zacchdeus's oiK 
The Grecian text plainly calls it Sycoraorus ; which in 
theSwedifh tran{lation,and by Luther, is erroneouily 
called a Mulberry tree. The Sycamore does nop 
grow near this place at prefent, but is to be found 
in other parts of Judea nearer the fea; and might 
have been planted here when the country was iii- 

K habited 
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habited and cultivated. Wc returned m the after- 
noon to our tents; and after dinner I walked out to^ 
fearch for Natural curiofities around Jericho, cfpe- 
cially near the rivulet that runs acrofs the plain. The 
famous Afclepias gigantea of Judea, and the tree 
whofe flowers refcmble a Honey fuckle, and hath thick 
leaves, were the mofl remarkable plants I found. 

We broke up from Jericho dircftlv after mid* 
night, to go to Jordan. We travelled over the re- 
maining part of the plain of Jericho, and therefore 
had a good road. We came before day-break to 
the fliorc of Jordan, three leagues from the Dead 
Sea. Here mafs was read by feven Priefts. 1 ob- 
ferved the different breadths of Jordan. Here it 
was about eight paces over, the fhores perpendi- 
cular, fix feet high, the water deep, muddy, rather 
warm than cold, and much inferior in goodnefs to 
the Nile. On thefliores grew Rhamnus,Vitex Agnus 
Caftus, a Willow of which Pilgrims make ftaffs. We 
travelled hence to the Dead Sea, accompanied by 
an Arabian Prince. The plain reached to thefea, 
and was three leagues long, level, with fome fmalj 
rifing grounds difperfed in different places ; between 
which were narrow vales, uncultivated and barren. 
The foil is a greyifli fandy clay, fo loofe that our 
horfes often IVink up to the knees in it. The whole 
furface of the earth was covered with fait, in the 
fame manner as in Egypt. The foil therefore was 
Egyptian, and might be as fruitful if it were tilled*; 
and, without doubt, it was fo in the tiijie of the 
Ifraelites. The river had thrown up z quantity of 
Willow at Its mouth. The fliore confifted of the fame 
clay as the large plain over which wc had paffed. 
In feveral places were perpendicular ftrata formed 
of a reddiifh brittle earth; which, without doubt, will 
m time become fiate, mclofed in limeflone, &ch as 
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is to be found in the different parts of Judea neareft 
the Dead Sea. The flones on the fhore were all 
C^artz, of different colours and iizes. We fol- 
lowed the whole length of the fea fhore. Here I 
found Quartz ftones in the form of a flate, which is 
one of me rareft Natural curiofities I got in my tra- 
vels. If it was burnt, it fmek like Bitumen ; which 
proves that it had its origin from it, like all the flate 
of this country. We took another road to our en- 
campment, and followed the foot of that mountain^ 
which at this time divides Arabia Petrsea from the 
Holy Land ; and was formerly the boundaries of the 
Ifraelites who lived on this, and the other fide of 
Jordan. A Lichen covered in feveral places the clay 
ground in this large plain, which was fomewhat 
ftrange in an open dcfart. There grew in feveral 
places of this defart, the Tamarilk tree ; Keaumuria ; 
a kind of the Arabian Kali, and a labiated flower 
of Linnaeus ; clafs of Didynamia ; this had a foetid 
fmell, and is called Bafel by the Arabs, which fignifies 
a Leek. I found but one (hrub of the Mimofa Nir 
lotica, or true Acafia ; which has been brought hither 
by birds from Arabia, its proper and native country. 
In a piace near the foot of this mountain, is a river 
that has its j(hores covered with Reed, which doe$ 
not grow near the Dead Sea. We faw on the top of 
a niountain; the Greek Convent St. Saba, famous in 
former times; and where, in the firft ages of Chrifti- 
anity, 4000 Monks were maintained, who lived there 
in caves. The Greeks continue to make pilgrimages 
hither, and have Monks fent hither as a punilhment 
for fome tranfgrefTions, As we continued our journey, 
I found the Partridge of Arabia, or the Holy Land, 
which hath never been before defcriVed; and 1 think 
it alone worth a journey to the Deiid Sea. Tbe/c 
birds are undoubtedly the Quails of the Ifraelites; 
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GOOD Friday fell on the 1 2*^of At)ril, newftyle. 
Every one may imjagine that it %\^s particu- 
larly celebrated in Jcrufalem, as bring the* place 
where thofe things happened, which make this day 
facfed to all Chriftians. The ceremonies at thi 
holy Sepulchre were thefe : i .We Wem m die church 
at three b'clock in the afternoon, when the officium 
began as ufual; and ended when the Superior fell 
on his knees before the door of the holy Sepulchre, 
)aud faid his prayers. 2. At fix o'clock we went mto 
the little convent, which the Latins have befide the 
church, through which they go into the veftry room. 
Here we fupped, which was the miferablcft meal I 
ever eat : it confifted of a head of lettuce; the de- 
ficiency was to be made up with bread and wine; 
two material articles for the refrdsflimentand fufte- 
nance of man, and which the Monks always !^d 
very good. To be more at liberty, Which is hard to 
obtain in a cloifter. I went with a Jefuit, who was a 
Pilgrim, into another chamber, where we were re- 
frefhed with Hebron wine, and excellent bread, 
baked with oil, that we might fupport a whole, 
hight and day's fatigue in beholding the ceremonies. 
A Capuchin, who came immediately after to us, 
made a better fupper than cither of us; In virtue of 
a Canon ufed by the Monks, which he rehearfed: 

** Humidum 
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^ Humidum non rumpit jejunium;'* but he added 
•* modice fumtum.** 3. At «ight o'clock, the proceffion 
"began to the raoft remarkable places in the church. 
Whilft this was doing, feven fermons were preached 
in different languages, which was the beft of any 
thing that was done. The firft was preached in- the 
veftry room, bef(pre the proceffion went out; during 
which the Monks underwent difcipline, as they call 
. it, or whipt themfelves in memory of the fuiferings 
of Chrift. They had fermon and difcipline amongfl: 
themfelves, without any fpeftators. Upon this the 
proceffion came out into the church, and halted 
irft, where, the cloaths of Chrift had been divided ; 
and here the fecond fermon was preached in 
French, by a Monk from the Low Countries. 

We afterwards went to the place of crucifixion, 
belonging to the Greeks, under which they have 
their magnificent choir. Here they preached a 
third fermon, on the place where Chrift was nailed 
10 the crofs; and the fourth, not far from thence, 
where the crofs was fet down, and where they ftiew 
the hole which is open, round, of half a fpan dia- 
meter, and lined with filver, over which the Greeks 
have built a fine altar. Here the firft. was' preached 
in French by the fame Monk, and the other in Ita- 
lian bv a German. We defcended hence, and came 
to the ftone where Chrift's body was anointed: 
here was preached a fermon in Arabian, and at 
eleven o'clock we finiftied the proceffion at the 
grave, where a flow and zealous Spaniard tried out* 
patic;nce. 

The 15th, I went to fee thofe places in the town 
which had hitherto efcaped my notice, and which 
were thought remarkable, i. Where the old city 
formerly ended, which is now in the middle of th • 
new. 2. Where St. Veronica dried the face of Chrift 
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with the famous napkin, g. Where Chrift's >udg« 
mcnt was read, " JefusNazarenus Rex Judasorum/^ 
where now ftands a broken column, ereAed by St. 
Helena, in memory of the place. 4. Where Chriil 
fell down, tired by the weight of the crofs. 5. The 
place where Pilate fhewed Chrifl to the people, and 
laid, *• Eccc hoino ;" where arc the ruins of a theatre 
and an arch pretty high. 6. Where Mary Mag- 
dalene obtained the Remiilion of Sins: here the 
Turks have a wretched Mofque. 7. The palace 
of Herod, now the ftable of a Turk. 8. The 
Tower, which defended itfclf longed again Vefpa* 
fian. 9. The place where one of the gates to So- 
lomon's temple ftood. i o. The grotto wBere the 
Virgin Mary is faid to have been born : over this 
the Turks have a large well-built Mofque, which be- 
fore was a fine church. Here was a fine court ; 
and in it grew Iris florentina, Jafminum fruticofum, 
Amygdalus and Rhus coriaria. z i. An old fquare, 
and formerly-magnificent ciftern or pool ; in which 
the angel (lirred the water at Bethefda, that came 
from Fons Signatus. 1 2. A gate of the town St. 
Mary, which was fhut, }ike all the others, during 
the time of pilgrimage. 1 3. The hofpital of St. 
Helena, formerly a magnificent building, now an 
houfe for the poor, poSclTed by the Turks : here 
were feven large copper kettles, which are faid to 
have been here from the firft foundation, and two 
were yet fcrviceable. 14. The palace of Pilate* 
now the feat of the Turkifh Governor, but almoft 
ruined. 1 5 . Hence we faw the temple of Solo- 
mon, which is an o£hingular well-conditioned 
Mofque, with a fine court before it. In going out 
from the court of Pilate's houfe, the place is fhewn 
.where SanAa Scala flood, which is preferved in 
Rome as a valuable relique. 1 6. The prifo.n osf 
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Peter, which is yet nfed by the Turks, to imprifoQ 
chofe guihy of great crimes. 1 7* A ^^ ^ck chapelt 
Arhere Abraham intended to offer his fon Ifaac on 
ihe place of Skulls. The holy Sepulchre is in the 
middle of the church, which is built over the holy 
places, in the middle point of that choir which be* 
longs to the Latins, and which is the middle part of 
the church. The chapel round the holy SepuU 
chr^ is quadrangular, confifling of two apartments; 
the exterior can hold twelve people, and the inte- 
rior fix. In the interior apartment is a coffin of 
marble, on one fide of the wall, over the burial 
place : over this hang a number of lamps, belong- 
ing to all the different fe^ The chapel is ruin- 
bus, and cannot be repaired on account of the dif- 
fenfions of the fefts. Direftly oppofite the door of 
this chapel, the Greeks have their magnificent 
choir ; and over it is the place whcr^ Chrift was 
.fixed to the crofs, l^elonging to the Greeks, built in 
a half cylindric form. The large choir adjoins alfo 
tq a gallery, of which the Armenians have a (hare, 
confiuing of a fpace, containing feven columns for 
their chapel. The Syrians have under this their 
chapel. The Coptites have theirs behind the chapel 
of the holy Sepulchre. The veftry room of the 
Latins is under their gallery; from which they go 
into their little convent, where they have conftandy 
iten or twelve monks. 

Ok the 1 6th, I fawwhat I do notefleemthe 
leaft curiofity in Jerufalera. This was the Pharma<» 
copoeaof the Latihs; which, on account of the rich 
ftores of Drugs and Medicines, may fafely be 
reckoned one of the rapft valuable in the world. It 
was amazing to fee what quantities of the deareft 
Prugs their roagaziae contained. All forts of 
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balfams^vrere to be fonnd hcr^ to the value of folic 
thoufand piafters. Here were feyeral pounds of the 
taluaUeMuiniamineraiis from Perfia^ which is fold 
at three ducats. The Indian and American drugs 
come all from Spain, and are chiefly given as pre* 
fents. Here is prepared the Jerufalem Baifan, fa- 
mous in thefe countries/ which is a preparation made 
of all kinds of baifams, and a number of aromaticks 
diffolvcd in fpifit of wine. Of this they make yearly, 
in the fummer folftice, a quantity that c(^s 150 
ducats at Jerufalenu It is very ufeful in all freih 
external wounds; but too hot to give internally. 
However, they give it in blood-fpitting and con- 
tufions, from ten to twelve drops. The whole Phar- 
macopcea is valued at 100,000 piafters. The Greeks, 
Armenians, Syrians and Coptites, who all follow 
the Julian Calendar, had Eafter eve on the i yih* At 
two o'clock in the afternoon, We went 10 fee the fa- 
mous facred fire; one of the mofl remarkable rites 
to be feen at any place of divine worlhip. All the 
Chriilians of thefe denominations believe, that on 
Eafter eve a fupernatural fire comes up out of the 
holy Sepulchre, and this they call holy or facred. 
They believe, that their priefts, by a miracle, call 
it down from heaven on this day. One prieft of 
each fcft goes down into the holy Sepulchre at two 
o'clock. The Greek prieft goes into the innermofl 
apartment, and the others into another chapel, be- 
hind that apartment belonging to the Coptites. 
They there fay prayers by themfelvcs; and to ihoit 
the common people afcribc the coming of the fire. 
In the mean time the Greeks, who are the moft dif- 
orderly Chriftians, ufe various inventions in the 
choir round the Sepulchre; fuch as the ancients de- 
fcribe to have been ufed at their Bacchanals. Boys 
dance and ikip about, reprefenting the death and 
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refurreAion» and praAice a thoufand other follies 
of which the heathens would have been aihamed. 
This they do^ at leaft fo they fay, to warm the 
earth, that the fire may come up more eafily. Ac 
four o'clock, all the three nations began a procef- 
fion ; and a little while after, a lamp was brought 
out of the grive, which they believed to have beea 
lighted by the facred fire. There was fuch a fight- 
ing with tcMTches and flambeaux, becaufe every one 
was defir6us of lighting his at the facred fire, that 
it occafioned a greater and more deteftable noife» 
than is even heard in a market place or a bear 
gardeti* The mod' entertaining fight was the 
manner in which the Turks treated the Greeks oa 
their feftival. About twelve fl:out men pofted them- 
felves at the entrance of the Sepulchre : fome had 
whips, other flicks, with which they laid on the 
crouding multitude, without paying any regard to 
great or fmall, fpiritual or temporal: they even 
fpared; not the Bifliop's gown; for as the Greek 
Biihop was carried out on the ihoulders of his con- 
gregation, with the holy lamp in his hand, he re- 
ceived unexpeAedly a hard ftroke with a flick over 
one hand: yet they mufl bear this treatment; and, 
blind with fuperftition, they fuffer it with pleafurc. 
If the Turks did not ufe precaution, and banifh as 
much as poflible the diforder that would enfue, this 
fcene would never end without fome unhappy ac* 
cident. The Franks or Latins look with difdain on 
this fuperftition, and thofe who think rationally do 
the fame; but here the ftupid vulgar mud be kept 
in the fuperftitious imagination they have long had; 
befides, it is certain, that of 1000 Pilgrims who now 
yearly arrive, not ten would come, were it not for 
the facred fire : to let it go over their faces, and the 
women over their breafls;to!ct fomeof theirwhiikers 
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and beards be burnt, in order to fan&ify them* 
feltcs. Another powerful motive for their pil- 
grimages is, to waih themfelves in Jordan, the 
water of it being no lefs fan&ifying than the former 
element. It is a matter of confequence to receive 
the facred fire from the Biihop firfl; and confe- 
quently it cods mucfh in a place where holy things 
are fo valuable. Some rich merchant, for the moft 
part an Armenian or Syrian, as the Greeks are ge^ 
nerally poor, oflfers himfelf for this purpofe. He 
goes into the outward apartment, and is the firil 
who feceives from the Bifhop in his torc)i, the fire 
out of the lamp, which he hath lighted at Ac fa-* 
cred fire in the inward room. Three years ago an 
Armenian from Perfia paid for the^rit fire 30,000 
iequins, a fum which perhaps nevci$ was given for 
an anfwer from the Delphian Oracle. Thefi; re- 
•venues are divided between the^ four Convents to 
maintain them ; it is therefore no' wonder that they, 
fliouid be foUicitous to keep them in force. Tht 
Convent St. Salvator in Jerufalem, belonging to. the 
Latins or Roman Catholics, is the mpfl powerful 
and richefl. This is pofTefled by the Francifcan 
Monks of the Obfervation Order ; confiding of all 
the different Catholic European nations. Their 
number is confiderable, but varies according to the 
times. They may be always reckoned 100, more of 
lefs, feculars and regulars. They remain there for 
three years, except the Spaniards, who are per*' 
mitted to remain fix. They are governed by a 
Guardian, Vicar, and a Procurator: the firft of 
thefe is always an Italian, and keeps his office fix 
years ; the fecond is a Frenchman, and the third a 
Spaniard. The buiinefs of the latter is the mod 
important, as he has the entire management of ever^ 
thing. that relates both tp th? holy Sepulchre, and 
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^fkt Convent; on tehich account there yearly palTes 
through his hands, at lead half a million of livres. 
Thefe are the revenues of the Sepulchre and Con- 
vest, of which little remains at the year's end. 
The revenues arife* from alms, the greateft part 
from Spain and Portugal ; from thofe people who 
permit the Barbarians to ruin their trade, and 
plunder their country, without fupplying one piafter 
.for their chaftifement; but fend yearly a confider- 
able fum to Jerufalem, to be devoured by Tavks, 
their inveterate enemies, and by Monks, who .are 
ufelefs inhabitants in Europe^ and unneceflary at 
Jerufaiem, where they are of no fort of advants^e to 
ChriJlianity, unlefs we can believe that their devout 
Idffing of (tones has fome hidden virtue. France 
gives a littlei A tUnking natbn by degrees leaves 
off all abfurd cufloms ; but the French, iince the 
time of Louis the Saint, have fomething elfe to 
do beiades making pilgrimages to Jerufalem. The 
prelents to the lK>ly Sepulchre from Germany arc 
fparing*. A German Monk told me, that the Canon, 
** Frimum quae neceflaria, deinde quse opus funt,'' 
prevented works of piety in that country. Alms from 
the Polanders, though fuch zealous Catholics, are 
quite out of the queftion, and few Pilgrims cone 
from that country. 

On the 2 8th^ when I took leave of the Arme- 
nian Patriarch, he ordered me to be conduced into 
his church of St. James, which is in his Convem, to 
fee its orpanients. They are well worth feeing, 
being, pafi all doubt, the richefl and moft valuable 
that any church in the Eaflt can boad of, and per*- 
haps equal to the ornaments of the .lau^gefl and 
richeil Ghriftian churchte in Europe. They con- 
(id of Palls, Bifiiops Mitres, Surplices, Chalices, 
Stafis, Ofteqfqriat ifc. ^me qf pure gold, the 
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others of filver gilt, and all enriched with pr(9- 
cioDS ftones. The Prieft's garments are all madt 
of the mofl; magnificent ftnfFs from India, and a 
great part of them adorned with precious ftone^. 
The lamps in the chnrch are ati of filver, well 
wrought, and hnng in fine order, being worth a 
ccmfiderable fum. Ail thefe ornaments were this 
day put on a large table in the choir, in order 
to their being exhibited to the public on St. 
James's dajr. The ornaments of the Latins are 
nagnificent, and perhaps made in a better tafte; 
but they themielves own that the Armenian are 
richer. The Greeks in this refpeA are not to be 
compared with either of them. 

Without the town I faw, r. The Sepulchres 
of the Kings, cut in a limeftone mountain; but thej 
are not to.be compared to thofe of Alexandria. The 
doors, were of a harder limeftone, and turned upon 
two hinges in the nature of axles. 2. The cave of 
Jeremiah, where he wrote his book of Lamentations. 
3. The prifon of Jeremiah, which is a ditch full of 
water :' here ftood the coffin of an ancient King, out 
of which the Turks water their borfes. 4. St. 
Stephen's gate, and befide it the place where this 
Martyr was (loned, which is a little remarkable 
rock. 5. St. Mary^s Sepulchre, over which is ereftcd 
an handfome church, but without ornaments. Be- 
fore it is a fine court, in which grew a Bird Cherry 
tree, or Cherry Laurel (Padus) three fathoms 
round. You dcfcend to the church, by a ftair-cafe 
five ^fathoms broad, containing forty -fix fteps. I 
faw a fandluary belonging to the Latins, in which is 
dug sC coffin of marble ; and the graves of St. Ann 
and St. Joachim on one fide of the ftair-cafe, and St. 
Jofcph's on the other. 6. The cave where Chrift. 
Iweated blood, cut out in the mountain, with fome 
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-thick cdiumas to fapport k. Gothfemane^ a place 
wfaer^ Chriil exhorted his ApofUes. 7« Gethfe- 
mane* atthe foot of the mouauip, a handfome licde 
fpoc, with fix old ^live-tre6s» belonging to the 
Xatins, who have them guarded by a Turk. 8« The 
ipo^ where Chrift was taken, a corner between two 
.walls. 9. The place where xke difciples flept» whca 
:Cbrift was^taken^^Bot far from thence. laThe plaoe 
.whore Th(»ias received the girdk of St.Marjr,when 
Ae afcended ipto heaven* 1 z. A narrow road up 
to .the moimtaiR of Olives, full of flint Hones; m 
. jthe top <iff which is a ehapdi on the fpot whenq; 
Chrift aiceoded into heaven. This ohapel is rounds 
with a cqpola, has no ornaaents, but a fine yard 
iuri^tiaded with a wall. 12. Near this lafl is the 
place where the angel appeared to Mary, and fore- 
told her death. 13. A cave where St. Hacida 
lived thirty-feven years on bread and water. The 
Turks have here a houfe for prayers, which no 
Chriftian dare enter, 14. From a pla<:e on the 
other fide of the mountain, we faw the- Dead Sea 
and Jordan. 15. I faw the place where the difd- 
ples queftioned Chrift about the laft judgment. 
1 6. Where Chrift taught the difciples the Lord's 
prayer : here was a ruined column.- 1 7. A little 
cave, wherein it is faid the apoftles compofed the 
confeffion of faith. 1 8. The Sepulchres of the pro- 
phets, nearer the foot of the mountain. 1 9. Jehofa- 
phat'sVale with his Sepulchre. 2 o. Befide it the grave . 
of Abfalom; a fmall building, with a conic fteeplc. la 
-this vale the Jev^rs had one of their burial places. 
2 1. Lower down in the vale, the place where Chrift 
fell, when he Was taken. 22, On the decline of a 
hill above the vale, a cave, wherein the difciples 
hid themfelvejs when Chrift was taken, near which 
were two columns. 2 3. The Sepulchre of Zachary 

the 
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the Ton of Barach, cut in the mountain. 24. Tht 
Virgin Mary's well, which yet hath water, but it is 
unpleafant, 25. Hence was feen on the top of the 
mountaiui on the left hand, the remains of Solo- 
mon's town Silvia, where he kept his 300 concu- 
bines. The houfes are now inhabited by indigent 
peafants* 26. An old pool, wherein it is faid the 
blind man wafhed himfelf. 27. The 'tree where 
Ifaiahwasfawed afunder. (Moras alba) a white Mul- 
berry tree, flood here in bloflbm. It is a fable of 
the Monks, that this bears no fruit. 2 8. The VlTett 
of Nehemiah, where he kept the facred fire* 29. I 
likev^fe faw the grotto on a rifing ground, where 
the feven apoftles lay hid. go. Pwed by Porta 
Aurea, which was walled up, and returned over 
Mount Sion* * " 
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TO BETHLEHEM. 



I WAS determmed to fee Bethlehem, and there- 
fore received ftora the Governor an officer, and 
from the Procurator a Monk, to conduA me : with 
thefe I fet out from Jerufalem the 19 th in the morn- 
ing. The country was at firft pretty level, and the 
earth tillM and fown with corn ; bcfides which, fome 
plantations of tobacco prefented themfelves to our 
view. When we had reached half way, I was fhewn 
the place where, it is faid, Elias flept, when the 
angel revealed himfelf to him. It was an oblong 
pit in a rock, the length of a man, ihaded by an 
olive-tree. I know not whether the prophet found 
this rock cut out in the manner it now is, or whether 
the people of thefe latter ages have cut out thii 
kind of a bed, to give the ilorv a better appearance 
of truth : but whatever it be, the place was very 
convenient to fleep in. The Greeks have on the 
left hand, near this place^ an old Convent, bearing 
the name of the prophet Elias, which they fre- 
quently viiit ; but the Latins do not. Diredly be- 
fide it they ihew a grave, faid to be Rachel's : this 
is an ancient ftru^ure, large and well built, with a 
dome over it. The other half of the way, the 
country was flony and uncultivated, and proiduced 
little elfe beCdes fome olive-trees ; and the beil of 
thc(e were deftroyed fome years ago, in a tumult 
I the 
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the Bethlchcmitcs had amongfi: themfelves. After 
a journey of two hours, we came to Bethlehem at 
Bine o'clock : this is a large village, fituated on a 
high ground, the houfes ruined, and the inhabitants 
lawleis; partly Chriilian Catholics, partly Maho- 
metans, and ail Arabian peafants. I went to take 
my lodging in the Latin Convent, which is* large, 
well built, furrounded with ftrong walls, fituated 
h^tm the Tillage on the left hand. In this <^n- ' 
Tent are conftandy ten or twelve Monks. I was . 
here very well received, and entertained by the 
Superior, a Monk from Dunkirk, who- had been 
chaplain in the French army when it took Bergea 
op Zoom ; and by the organift, a Monk from Thu« 
ringia, eighty years old, found and heal^y, who 
had known and fpoken to the prefent Archbi&op 
of Sweden, Doctor Henry Benzelius, when he wft$ 
at Bethlehem. I employed the forenoon in beheld- 
ing that which made this obfcure place famous 
throughout the whole Chriflian world; I mean the . 
place Ivhich is here ihewn, and faid to be that where 
Chrift was born and laid in the manger. We de- 
fcended fome fteps under ground, to come into the 
cave where thefe two places are ihewn, viz. on the 
left hand the place where the infant was bom, and 
on the right where he was laid in the manger. Over 
both are erefled fmall altars, on which lamps are 
kept conftantly burning. , Over the cave is ercfted 
a very fine church, of a particular architefture; 
after which, they fay, St. Paurs church in Rome is 
built. The cave is under the choir. Without this 
church is another, through which one c m likewife 
go into the Convent: this church is large, well 
built, with two rows of fine marble columns. Here 
they alfo (hew the room, where St. Jerom is faid to 
bave kept his fchool and chapel. The Lati^is ar^ 

the 
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the fole poffeffors of thefe holy places in' Beth- 
lehem ; nor can the Greeks, though they have a 
little Convent here, or other fe6te, vifit them, with- 
out their permifGon. In the afternoon, we went to 
fee fome remarkable places on the other fide of 
Bethlehem, where fome monuments were fliewn, 
which, they faid, were erefted at the time in which 
the Jews were in their fplendour. We then fol- 
lowed the foot of a mountain, which lay on the 
right hand. Another hill extended itfelf towards 
the left fide : between thefe was a vale, in which it 
is fuppofed Solomon had one of his gardens (Hortus 
Solomonis) ; and according to the relation, this 
fhould have been his private garden, of which he 
fp^aks in chap. iv. 12. of his Canticles. The place 
will well admit that Solomon might have formed 
a garden here, though it is not by nature an agree- 
able fituation, being in a bottom ; but perhaps this 
great Prince might chufe to improve nature by art, 
as many other potentates have done. What feems 
moft to have contributed to adorn this place, is 
the aquaeduft from the well, of which I (hall fpeed- 
ily make mention. It was carried by this place to 
Bethlehem, and therefore could well have ferved to 
have watered a garden on the way. In one place 
of the vale, fome ruins of ancient buildings are to 
be feen. After two hours travelling, we came to the 
fpring of water which is ftiewn under the name of 
Solomon's Sealed Well. This is a fountain, which 
flows up out of the earth in a cave, cut in a mountain. 
The cave confifts of feveral apartments, all cut out 
and worked according to the rules of art. A little 
below this fountain, and nearer Bethlehem, are the 
three fquare refervoirs, one after the other ; which, 
by means of a fubterraneous aquaeduft, receive the 
water from the fountain. Whence, in the days of 

L Solomon, 
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Solomon, an aquaeduft is alfo fuppofed to have gone 
to Jerufalem, conveying the water to the city, and 
to the cifterns in the temple. The water is yet con- 
veyed from hence to Bethlehem, and might with 
cafe be conveyed to Jerufalem, if the Bethlehemitcs, 
fworn enemies of the Hierofoly mites, would permit 
it. The water of this fountain is wholefome, and 
not of the coldeft kind. Not far from the fountain 
is an old caftle, without doubt founded in the time of 
the Croifades, and yet in a tolerable repair, but un- ,* 
occupied. On our return to Bethlehem, I was 
ftiewn a mountain of a conic figure a great way on 
the right-hand of us, which the inhabitants to this 
day call the Frank's mountain, in memory of the 
Croifades; when the Chriftians left marks of their 
prowefs in the very heart of the country. We tra- 
velled by Bethlehem; and a little on the other fide, 
came to the place where the angel appeared to the 
fiiepherds % there is a cave into which thofe de- 
fcend who are inclined to fay their prayers. Whilft 
my companions were doing this, I had an opportu- 
nity of viewing a kind of a Plough ; here ufed to 
turn up the earth, on which I faw fomething which . 
1 had never feen in any other place, viz. They fix 
a reed along the Plough-handle to the fhare ; at the 
upper end of the reed is fixed a leather funnel. 
The workman, by this invention, waters the earth 
at the fame time be is ploughing it. Under his 
left arm comes a pipe from a leather bag, filled 
with water, which hangs on his flioulders : out of 
this he lets the water run into the funnel, which 
through the reed waters the ground as he is plough- 
ing ; a compendious method of watering the earth 
in dry weather. I lay this night in Bethlehem, 
and next morning, after I had botanized in this 
neighbourhood, returned to Jerufalem. A difeafe 

ha4 
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had got amongft the Monks in Bethlehem, which 
would have been ftrange to me, if I had not made 
myfelf acquainted with it in the North. The Scurvy, 
which I had never feen in Egypt, or the Levant, 
had taken root in the Convent. The Monks, who 
were conftantly ftiut up within their walls, for fear 
of the Arabs, were obliged to eat fait filh on their 
fafl: days, being at a diftance from the fea,, and thus 
brought this llcknefs upon themfelves. They were 

* not ignorant of the virtues of Cochlearia (Scurvy 
Grafs) which is the greateft remedy, in this difeafe, 
of any Art hath yet difcovefed; but it was not to 
be found. I therefore advifed them to try another 
plant of the fame tribe, which has been found of 
fervice in that diftemper ; this was the Nafturtium 
aquaticum (Water Creffes) which I faw growing ia 
great quantities, in the moift places, near the wells 
of Solomon. I defired the Monks afflifted with the 
Scurvy, to prefs out the j nice of this plant, and drink it 
with milk, which they did, and found themfelves re- 
lieved by it, as I was afterwards informed in Cyprus. 
Bethlehem is by legacy left to Mecca, and therefore 
is not under the Governor of Jerufalem's command ; 
but is under him who governs Jaffa, which likewife 
belongs to Mecca. This certainly contributes much 
to the licentious life the Bethlehemites lead, and 
which hath rifen to a height, fcarce to be equalled 
by any nation. They are almoft in conftant quar- 
rels with the Hierofolymites, or with the inhabitants 
of Hebron, or fome other of the neighbouring vil- 
lages; and their differences are feldom adjufted 
without the effufion of blood, which fo'metimes is 
confiderable. Five or fix years ago, the inhabitants 
of Bethlehem and Hebron carried on fuch a war, 
as deftroyed the greatefl part of the befl inhabitants 

•of both villages} and the neighbourhood of Beth- 
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lehem was entirely laid'waftc, its Olive-trees citif 
down, and the ftumps of them yet fhewn in woeful 
remembrance of thofe diffenfions. The Bethlchc-* 
mites fcarce ever go to Jerufalem, at leaft they take 
care not to come within ijts gates, at a time they are 
at difference with the Regency or inhabitants of it ; 
for thcfe laft would foon find means to revenge 
themfelves of an enemy within their walls : and on -. 
the contrary, thofe of Jerufalcm muft take heed 
tiot to venture too far out into the fields, towards 
the fide of Bethlehem, in unpeaceable time$; efpe* 
cially as, on fuch occafions, to be an inhabitant of Je- 
rufalem, is fufficient to make a perfon unhappy, who 
hath not at all defer ved it, Thefe people, have 
likewife conftant difienfions amongfl themfelves, 
not for the fake of religion, which in other places 
is the* fource of many evils. The Bethlehemites 
have not narrow confcienccs in this matter. Here 
live Chriflians and Mahometans, one with the 
other, without ever quarrelling for the fake of re- 
ligion; but they have other reafons for quarrelling : 
for example, their right to provide Pilgrims with 
horfes ; to take cafFar from the travellers, of which 
one party is in poffefTion, and the other would wil- 
lingly be fo. Befides this, the Bethlehemites, like 
all other inhabitants of Palseftine, both Chriflians 
and Mahometans, arc divided into two parties, which 
are called the white and red enfigns, and who only 
ftudy to fupprefs one another. The Turks take 
advantage of this ; and with a handful of men keep 
hi fubjeftion a country, whofe inhabitants are at va- 
riance, which would coft them much trouble if thej 
were united. But none fufFer more from thelc 
wicked Bethlehemites, than the Monks, their neigh- 
bours. Thefe would be happy, if they were fafc 
by being (hut up within the walls of their Convent ; 

but 
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but they everyday apprehend being attacked in 
their own chambers, by thefe robbers. They fur- 
prife the Moilks, either to obtain provifions, which 
iiklf moft other robbers they want continually, or 
attack and force them to buy a quantity of Pater- 
■ jiofters, models of the grave of Chrift, croffes and 
* other wares of this kind, which is the only employ 
lof all the inhabitants of this village. Of thefe they 
have fo large a flock in Jerulalem, that the Procu*- 
rator told me, he had to the value of 15,000 piafters 
of reliques in the magazine of the Convent ; a fum 
which one would fcarcely believe could be ex- 
pended in fuch things. An incredible quantity of 
them goes yearly to all the Rpman Catholic couun- 
tries in Eyrope, but moft to Spain and Portugal. 
Great part is bought by the Turks, who come 
yearly for thefe commodities. A number is yearly 
fi^nt by the Monks in Terufalem, to be given as prei-- 
fents to the patrons of their order ; and thefe arc 
]beft paid for by pther prefents they receive in re- 
turn. Nq Filgrim goes ^way, without parrying 
with him a ftorc of thefe wares ; and therefore the 
making of thefe holy things is a cpnftant and certain 
» employ for the inhabitants of Jerufalem and Beth- 
lehem, with which they may drive on a monopoly 
as lafting as the Dutich do, with Nutmeg and Cin- 
pamop. The dexterity and art with which they 
make thefe things, efpecially the Paternofters, and 
a Bull from the Pope, which grants indulgen-^ 
fies to thofe who have Paternofters brought from 
' thefe holy 'places, are circumftances which add to 
jheir credit. On" my return to Jerufalem, I was 
(hewn the place where the angel took the Prophet 
Habakuk, and carried him to Babylon, and another 
place, with fome ruins of a building, which my 
gui4e tQl4 ni? was the houfe in which the Patriarch 

I^ 3 JacQU 



ISO TRAVELS TO THE EAST. 

Jacob dwelt. If the palace of this Patriarch was 
like thofe mod ufed to this day in Palacftine ; 
namely, a tent made of a coarfe rugg ; thefc ruins 
do not deferve the honour of his name. 

The 2 1 ft, in the afternoon, I fet out from Jeru- 
falem, in company with a number of Monks; and 
had terrible roads for four leagues from the city. 
The Convent of St. Jeremiah was quitted and de- 
ftroyed, after the Monks had long, ago been mur- 
dered there. Here we paid cafFar. We had now ano- 
ther view of the Mediterranean Sea, from the mount- 
ains of Judea. This was a very hard day's journey, 
and which fcarcely afforded us a drop of water to 
cool our throats. In the evening we came to Rama. 

The 2 2d, we faw St. George's church in Rama; 
which is an ancient magnificent building under 
ground, with welU conditioned columns, covered 
with a dark green Mucor, and well fituated in a 
handfome place. The church of forty martyrs had 
likewife been a fine building under ground in its 
time, but was now ruined. They further fliewed 
us the remains of a Benediftine Convent, which W3«; 
now turned into a Mofque. Its magnificent fteeple 
was yet preferved, from which all Judea might be 
feen. The Turks fay, that thefe forty martyrs 
were forty robbers, who were puniflied with death, 
and regard them as faints in their religion, as well 
as the Papifts do in theirs ; wherefore they> at this 
time, began the pilgrimage, which they make every 
year to this place, in memory of their robbers. 

The 24th, I fet out early from Rama ; and after 
three hours returned to Jaffa, over the fine and 
fruitful plains which are between thefe two towns. 
Rama is a fmall, but pretty handfome town, ex- 
tremely well fituated on a fruitful plain, which af- 
fords wine, cotton, and corn. Tho' it be an in- 
land 
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land town, they carry on a good trade. Here is a 
French conful to three merchants houfes, who buy 
cotton, both raw and fpun, afhes, and large quantities 
of foap, Rama is now chiefly noted for beinr the 
refidcnce of the Tiirkifti commander, who, under 
the title of Bey, governs Jerufalem, Gaza, and 
Rama, and to whom all Chriftians, as well as the fub- 
jefts of the Turkifh emperor, who go to and from 
Jerufalem, n^uft pay a duty of fome piafters, which 
makes a fine revenue. The Franks alone are ex- 
empted from this. 

The 30th, in the forenoon, I came to the Town of 
Acra, after a voyage of twenty-fix hours from Jaffa. 
We went with the little boat, which brought us over, 
into the harbour,which is a gulf between the mountain 
Carmel and the mountain of Galilea, at the foot 
of which Acra is fituated, clofe by the entrance of 
the gulf. Here lay three French merchant fliips, 
which is the only nation that continues to trade to 
this port, and fetch its goods, of which the greateft 
part confifts in raw cotton, which fome years amounts 
to ten thoufand bales, each b^le of a cantar of one 
hundred rottoli of the country. I took lodgings at 
the convent of the French monks, which is the only 
European houfe in this town, and depends, as all 
others in Syria and Egypt do, on the Spaniards in 
Jerufalem ; I was here treated to my entire fatisfac- 
tion. The board and lodging in the other convents 
of Syria and Paleftine are preferable to thofe of Je- 
rufalem. In the afternoon I paid a vifit to the French 
vice-conful, who is here for the fake of five merchants, 
who carry on a trade to Marfeilles. Towards even- 
ing I went about the town, to fee the mod remark- 
able things here : I mean the work which a com- 
mon Arab, who hath lately ufurped the govern- 
ment of Galilee, ordered to be made round the 

L 4 town. 
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town, confifting of a wall four fathoms high, fur^ 
nifhed with two ftrong gates ; he began a baftion at 
one corner without the wall, and a palace within. 
This work, compleated by a rebel in fix months^ 
the Turkifti emperor would not be abfe to perform 
in any place of Syria, of which he is lord, within 
fome hundred years. Since the knights of Malta 
became m^fters of Acra, nobody ever thought of 
fortifying the place, tho' it is the key of Galilee. 
This Arab made iife of the remains of their ruih'd 
palace and caftle, and dug up the fubterraneops 
ruins of old Ftolemais for the continuation of his 
work ; and, according to the common report, fome of 
the buried treafures he found were of ufe to hina 
in accomplifliing his defign. A broken granite co-- 
lumn, of the thicknefs of the Egyptian, was ftiewn 
me, which had been dug up out of the ruins. Thus 
was this ftone fo highly valued by the ancients asi 
to have been formerly carried as far as Syria tp 
adorn their fplendid buildings. Over one of the 
new city gates, which leads to Nazareth, the Arab 
had ordered two lions to be cut in ftone, which 
are very bad, being done by a Mahometan, 
who, by his religion, is forbid to fuffer images ; 
but the Turks of this age are not fo fcrupulous irt 
the lefs material points of their religion, as their 
anceftprs. In returning to our lodgings, we went 
into the fubterraneous vaults of the convent of St. 
Clara, poffeffed by the Francifcan monks before 
the Turks took it, and is faid to have been founded 
by a lady, who, to avoid her obftinate lovers, had 
the courage to cut off her nofe, and live in folitude 
with a mangled face, rather than pleafe herfelf an4 
others with fuch an one^as nature had given her. 

The 2d of May, I travelled from Acra to Naza- 
reth. Without the town,, on the right hand, we 

met 
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inet with the remains of a town formerly built 
htve. Round thefe the fields were in tillage^ fron^ 
.whence they were carryiijig home the barley, which 
p this coyntry ripens about this time. To thefe 
ruins belong the large mounts that are feen here, 
pver-grpwn with grafs, which are faid tp be artifi- 
cially made, fi^r the better building the town. We 
afterwards came to a field, about three miles wide^ 
which bears eyery year a quantity of good cotton^ 
jand had now been lately fown» as this was the pro? 
per time. We travelled by a village called Rama, 
inhabited by Chriftians. On the other fide of it 
the country confifted of fmall hills, or rather rifing 
grounds, covered with plants, and fine vales between 
jthem. At the end of this field, the country roiin^ 
|is confifted of the fineft groves of the eailern Oak 
(Quercus coccif era) whofe fly, called Tenthredo, had 
made its hard gaul, in which lay its caterpillar, with 
others dried up, which the infefte had already quitted. 
The country here was like our Eaft Gothia. From 
f hefe groves we came into the fine plains of Zebur 
Ion, above three miles long and three-quarters broad, 
yet quite uninhabited, but not uncultivated, as the 
greateft part of it is planted with cotton. We tra- 
velled direftly acrds it, and on entering it we met 
with one of the wells of the Ifraelites, deftroyed, 
and at the end a fine grove of Oak, in which were 
aifo fome Beech trees (Fagus fylvatica); here we 
found fmall hills and vales, which we followed to 
Safuri, a village inhabited by Greeks. In thi$ 
place the monks, who were with me, alighted, tci 
honour the ruins of an old dcflroyed church, which 
is faid to have been built in memory of;tJiie mother 
of St. Anne and St. Mary, who are reported to have 
dwelt here. The inhabitants breed a great numbet 
c^f bees, to their confiderable advantage, and with 

little 
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little trouble. They make their bee-hives of claf , 
four feet long, and half a foot diameter, as in 
Egypt : They lay ten or twelve of them on one- 
another on the bare ground, without any thing un- 
der them. Over every ten they build a little roof, 
which makes their bee-hives exaftly refemble the 
<iog-kennels of our peafants. They wall up the 
opening of thofe in which the bees are at work, and 
leave only a little hole for them to go in and out. 
In the empty hives, the opening is not fhut. The 
dwellings of the people were miferable huts, made 
of clay walls, in which they lay on the bare ground; 
they have a little entrance on the earth, and no 
windows, or other openings, except a hole for the 
fmoak to go put. A little diftance from this vil- 
lage, we came to a foil quite diflferent, being hilly 
and full of hard lime ftones, fuch as we met with 
in Judea, of which this is a continuation under the 
fame meridian thro* feveral countries, which is fome- 
what. remarkable. The fame plants are feen here 
as in Judea, which before were not very common, 
and fomc fcarce to be feen, as Kali fruticofum. We 
came to Nazareth at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
after tiaving made an agreeable jqyrney, in a coun- 
try where there are good roads and one may travel 
in fafety. 

As foon as we were come to Nazareth in the 
evening of the 2d, we went to fee its remarkable 
places. Thefe are, a handfome church in the con- 
vent over the fanftuary of this place, where the 
angel announced the Virgin Mary's pregnancy; 
a ftone in the village without the convent, which 
the monks faid was the table of Chrift, at which 
he eat feveral times with his difciples. This is 
large, flicks faft. in the ground, and its upper fur- 
face declines: it is made of the hard lime-done 

common 
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common in Judea. This (lone is faid to have been 
formerly covered with iron plates, the marks of 
which are yet to be feen. We went from thence 
to a little church, which they fay ftands in the place 
where formerly a fynagogue flood, in which Chrift 
frequently preached when he was in Nazareth. 
It once belonged to the Greeks, but was taken from 
them by the Arabians, who intended to convert it 
into a mofque : they fold it however to tho Latins 
for a certain fum of money, and it is now in their 
poiTeffion, This is a latetranfaftion; fo that they 
have not yet had time to embellifli it, but intend 
foon doing it. We next were fliewn the place where 
the houfe of Jofeph, the fofter-father of Chrift, 
hath ftood, on which now ftand the remains of an 
Arabian hut. The place itfelf is poffeffed by Ara- 
bians, who have good houfes there/ Below the vil- 
lage, and near the road to Acra, is a good well be- 
longing to the village, where the monks fay Ave- 
Maria, for feven years indulgence, as the Holy 
Mother is faid to have fetched her water here. 
We went frbm thence to a fine large cave, made 
by nature in a hard lime-ftone mountain, which is a 
fine natural curidity, but is not holy, Nazareth 
is at this time a large village, fituated in a vale, 
with ftone houfes in the manner of the country, 
ftrong and well built, but far from elegant. This vil- 
lage can raife loo fighting men, in cafe any troubles 
arife between the Galileans and Samaritans, which 
frequently happens. The inhabitants confift of 
Arabians and Chriftians, the greateft part papifts, 
and fome few Greeks, who have only one prieft. 
The convent of the Francifcans is large, furrounded 
with ilrong walls, is rich, and hath conftantly from 
fifteen to twenty-two monks, which have more pri- 
vilege here than in any other place in the Holy 

Land, 
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JLand^ or perhaps in the Eaft,. They form, from 
the Bafliaw of Seyde, Nazareth, aad two oxher vil» 
lages in Galilee, for 4000 piaftres per annum. 
For this they are at liberty to tax the inhabitant* 
of the villages, and punifti the wicked. In a word, 
to govern both Arabians and Chriftians as they 
think proper; fpr which purpofe they have an 
Arabian officer of the village under them, wl^ gO" 
rerns by their direftion. 

We travelled from Nazareth to Mount Tabor ; 
it is a fine country, and coniifts of forefls, through 
which we could fee Samaria on our right upon z 
hill, a little on tjiis fide of Mount Tabor. Below 
this hill is the road that leads from Egypt to Da- 
mafcus and Conflantinople, which is large, broad, 
and fine. After travelling two hours wc began to 
lafcend Tabor, cooled by its agreeable deW, and re- 
frelhed by the milk of its fine herds of goats. It 
was a league up to the top, ftony and difficult; 
but we did not however difmount. On the top of 
it was a fine plain, the fides pf it rocky : between 
thefe rocks are the remains of a church and build-^ 
ing, erefted in former times by the Chriftians, where 
pilgrims pay their devotion. We could hence fee 
the beauty of Galilee and Samaria. We defcende4 
the hill after remaining there fijf hours, when I had 
botanized there. The hill is round, hath no pre-? 
cipices, is abopt four leagues in ciixumference, beau? 
tiful and fruitful. On leaving the mount we came 
to a little pUin, at the end of whic^ was a Chaa 
with a market-pl^ce, where the Arabs fold an4 
bought hprfes, affes, camels, pxen« ftteep, goats, &c. 
Here began the plain of Efdralon, and extended 
three miles to a village. At the entrance of it wc 
(:ould plainly fee Tabor and Hermon. Qn this exi 
^nfive plain, but little pf which is cultivated, the 
.1 Ar^b« 



TO TIBERIAS. 15/ 

Arabs fometimes fight their battles ; and the prefent 
rebel Dakcr flood for feveral months the Bafhaw of 
Seide. > I met here an Arabian huntfman with a 
falcon and fine dogs. The Arabs are great profi- 
cients in what relates to hunting. On leaving Ef- 
dralon, we came to almoft naked hills and dales, hav- 
ing^nly flirubs of Chrift's thorn on them. With this 
plaia began the Angular ftone, of which the Tibe- 
rian mountains conSft. We had much trouble with 
our horfes in this plain, being tormented by flies 
and heat. Wc refrelhcd ourfelves in the fliade of 
a Fig-tree, under which was a well, where a Ihep- 
herd and his herd had their rendezvous, but with- 
out either houfe or hut. Here I beheld the oxen 
and cows of Galilee, which conftitute a remarkable 
part of this country's riches. They are all of a 

* veryfniall fize, which (hews that the climate doe$ 
not occafion any difference in the growth of thofe 
animals; mountainous countries and low lands 
fooner occafion a difference in fize ; in the former 
the black catde are lefs than in Galilee, and in the 

' latter larger, as in Scania and Egypt. The fame 
profpeft of hills and plains continued till we came 
to Tiberias, where we arrived towards evening be- 
fore fun-fet. We went immediately, without alight- 
ing from our horfes, to the hot baths in this town, 
where I tarried long enough to defcribe the water, 
its fediment, and the places that were adjacent. We 
took our night's lodging in an old church built over 

' the place, where Peter received the important keys, 
which his fuccefTor afferts are in his pofTeffion : Ve 
cat, drank, and flept in this holy place, which now 
has fcarcely a roof, and fcrves the Arabians only 
for a flable. We afterwards went out to the fhorc 
of the fea Tiberias, and had fome fifh brought us 
by the fiihermei. 1 thought it remarkable, that 

the 
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the fame kind oF fifli fliould here be met with as in 
the Nile, Charmuth, Sikirus, Boenni, Mulfil, and 
Sparus Galilceus. The water in this river is fweet, 
but not very cold, though wholefome. 

Tiberias is a little town, half of it inhabited 
by Arabs, who are the mafters, and the other half 
by Jews, who pay taxes to the former. The Chri- 
ftians have no liberty here ; and if there are fome 
few, they are not known to be fuch. The town 
has lately been fortified by the frequently-ment- 
lioned Scheck Daker, who wag bom here, and 
reigns alfo fupreme lord. He has ordered the town 
to be furrounded with a wall, and built a caftle on 
a hill without the town. He had, however, no 
more than fix fmall iron cannon in this work of de- 
fence ; but he ufed. another method, more antient 
than cannons for defending forts. He ordered 
loofe ftones to be laid bn the top of the wall four 
feet high, which, in cafe of a fiege, might be rolled 
down and crufli the befiegers. Since he has fortified 
the town, it has been once befieged by the Bafliaw 
of Seide, the marks of which are yet to be feen in 
the wall, but it was not taken. 

The 4th early we left Tiberias, and faw on the 
right Bethulis or Saphet, whither the Jews go out 
of devotion to fpend their vacant time. We after- 
wards followed the broad ridge of a hill which had 
dales on each fide. On the right hand fide, about 
a league from Tiberias, the place was (hewn where 
Chrift gave food to 4000 men ; on which lay a heap 
of ftones in memory of it. Farther on we faw the 
mountain or hill where Chrift preached his fermon : 
it is high, ftony, and rugged. At the foot of the 
mountain the Arabians had an encampment ; to 
thefe I went to fee the manner of living of thefe 
uncivilized people. Their women are hideous ; half 

their 
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their faces are bare ; they are dreffed like the men, 
and have their under lip painted blew. They made 
butter in a leather bag, hung on three poles erefted 

, for the purpofe, in the form of a cone, and drawn 
to and fro by two women. We were next fhewn 
the place where thedifciples plucked the ears of corn; 
here was alfo a heap of ftones. We now met with 
limeftone and Olive-trees, which are not to. be feen 
farther in the country of Galilee. 

Can A in Galilee is a little village, inhabited by 
Roman Catholic Greeks : the church over the place 
where Chrift changed water into wine has nothing 
left but the walls, being without a roof. The ve(^ 
try room is inhabited by peafants. In the church 
of the village they fhew a ftone veffel, three feet 
in dfameter, and half a foot in height, which they 
fay is one of the jars filled with water, that was 
changed into- wine, and a Ikull, which they revere 
for that of St. Athanafius. 

The 5th, in the morning, we went out to fee the 
hill, from which the inhabitants of Nazareth were 
for throwing down Chrift when he preached to 
them. This is a high ftony mountain, fituated fome 
gun-(hots from Nazareth; confifting of the lime- 
ftone common here, and full of fine plants. On 
its top, towards the fouth, is a fteep rock, which is 
faid to be the fpot for which the hill is famous .: it 
is terrible to behold, and proper enough to take 
away the life of a perfon thrown from it. Jaffa is 
a yillage comprehended in the number of thofe the 
monks rent; thither we went in the afternoon.' 

. The monks piake devout journies hither in reve- 
rence to the place, where they fay Zebedee lived : 
they fhew it in a garden full of pomegranates and 
Fig-trees, which the monks have planted here ; and 
it was the only one I faw in Galilee,* being agree- 
able 
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able enough on account of its pieafant (ituation 
and fine young trees. We were ftiewn fome ftone^ 
in a place in this garden, which they fay diftih- 

gaiftied the fpoft tvhere the houfe of Zebcdee 
ood. But what I fotind mofl remarkable at this 
Tillage, was the great quantity of Mandrakes, 
which grew in a vale below it. I had not the plea- 
fure to fee this plant in bloflbm ; the fruit now 
hanging ripe to the ftem, which lay withered on the 
ground ; but I got feveral roots,, which i found it 
difficult to procure entire, as the inhabitatits had no 
fpades, but a kind of hoe or ground ax ; With this 
they cut up the earth, and hurt the root, which in 
fome plants defcended fix and eight feet under 
grouncL From the feafon in which this Mandrake 
blolToms and ripens fruit, one might form a conjee-* 
ture that it was Rachel's Dudaim. Thefe were 
brought her in the wheat harveft, which in Galilee 
is in the month of May about this time ; and 
the Mandrake was now in fruit. This plant groA^s 
in all parts of (Galilee ; but I never faw or heard 
any thing of it in Judea. The Arabs in this 
village call it by a name, which lignifies in their 
language the Devil's ViAuals. I likewife found in 
the Olive-trees here a Cameleon, which I carried 
alive with me to Acra, and learned, as I carried him 
in the eafieft manner, to make him change from 
black to a fpeckled or yellow colour ; the method 
confided in covering or rolling him up in a clothe 
and as foon as he then was taken out, he was 
quite changed. 

I left Acra early in the morning of the 14th, 
having retted there for feveral days after my return 
from Galilee. I took the road to Seide, accompa- 
nied only by one horferaan. There is no occauon 
for more company in Syria, where the roads are as 

fafc 
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fafe as in any Chriftian country, cfpeclally for a 
Frank. We followed the fea ihore, and for the 
firft two leagues had good roads, and a £ne coun- 
try, producidg the common plants, and Salix (Safsaf) 
^hich I had not feen before, with an incredible 
quantity of Wormwood. We refted at a rivulet un- 
der a fig-tree, the leaves of which were covered with 
the little white Moth, called Phalaena gregaria. 
Here began the terrible moUntdns, over which wc 
travelled for feveral hours, fometitnes on foot, at 
other time^ on horfeback. Thefe fhoot forth three 
great points into the fea, one of which is by the 
Teamen called Cape Blanc from the white lime-ftone, 
bf which all thefe mountains confift. On this is an 
old caftlfe, f Allen to ruin fince the Maltefe left this 
country : there kre feveral of them to be feen on 
this coaft. On the other fide of this mountain, the 
toad was eicceedingly bad, but pleafant on account 
bf the many plants whieh grev^ here. Having paflTed 
the firil hills, we got a fine road along the fea 
Ihore. I was nbw very near the fea, and could not 
Irefrain from going on the fhore to. look for natural 
curiofities ; but the terrible heat which ftruck me, 
bccafioncd by thi redoubled force of the fun-beams^ 
tiear the fea, made my ftay very {hort. This was 
the moft dangerous place I had been in for a long 
time; If i had xlot foon drawn near the mountain 
into the ihade, I fliould have paid dear for my cu- 
riofity ; for my head began to fwim, and my legs 
failed me, when I refted my felf comfortably under a 
Bay tree (Laurus) which I obferved to grow here, 
and not in Galilee and Judea. In one place 
of this level road we came to a fpring of water, 
where we paid caffar ; and in another I faw fome 
few, ruins of Scanderette, one of Alexander's magni- 
ficent Cities : \t was eutirely deftroyed, and even the 

M place 
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place uninhabited. A Hubus fbramble) grew in the 
ruins, which I had not feen before. Thp hills com- 
menced ag^iB, through which Alexandeir the Great ^ 
made a road for ms army to pais. We followed 
this road a.boye half apt hour j it was of different 
breadths, from half a fathom to three fathoms iu 
fome places. This was a labour which required an 
Alexander to accompliih. It is certainly one of the 
moH: advantageous places in the . world to obArud 
the paffage pf an army ; for on one fide are inac- 
ceffible rocks, and on the; other the great ocean, 
whofe (hores are fortified with perpen4i<^ular hills, 
by which there is no efcaping. At four o'clock in 
the afterQPQn we came tathe.moft rera<irkable place 
on this ^eadj viz. the famous wells, which are by 
traveller^ called Solomon's, from which Tyre for- 
merly, rqceived water through an aquaaduft. They ' 
are three,, alj cut out in a mountain of fand-ftone, at 
fhe diftg^nce of a gun-ihot from thp fea. Two of 
them are fquare, one fituated below the other,, 
each of about fix feet fquare. The third is the 
moft remarkable :' this is roqnd, and is at leaft lop 
feet in diameter : it hath two outlets, each con- 
;Cfting of a, narrow channel, to which the water 
runs through two round apertures, and falls into a 
fmaJl,b^fon; from this place the water at prefent 
ferves'tq turn fome rn^Bs; but it formerly ran into 
the aquseduft, cut out .in the fand-ftone hill, which 
carried the water for the fpace of two leagues to Tyre ; 
the remains of thi^.bebg ftill to be feen.. The infide 
of the ruix^s of this aqu^i^dudi is covered with a ftalaft- 
'ite,. fuch as is to he fpiind in the eaftern aquasdufts, 
liayi.n^ been there. dppo&ed by the water 2 this is a 
)nohle piece of antiquity^ the work of a great king, 
andtherejnains of a. potent people. They knfew not 

whence 
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whence the water came, which conftamly fills thcfe 
refervoirs ; but I naturally conclude, that it comes 
from fubtcrranean fprings, and rifcs in their bot- 
toms. The refervoirs are furrounded-with various 
plants, large trees of Salix Safeaf, a quantity of 
Ricinus and Vitcx Agnus Caftus* A number of the 
icommon little Pif mires were at work in the wall; 
and if Solomon hath ever travelled this* way, he 
might have had an opportunity of making his obfer- 
vations on thefe animals. We followed the fca 
ihore, which here had forined a little plain, and 
after travelling two hbiirs, came to Tyre, now 
called Zur, where we lay all night. None of thcfe 
cities, which formerly were famous, are. fo totally 
ruioed as this, eiccept Troy. . Zur now fcarcely can 
be called a mifenible village, though it was formerly 
Tyre, the queen of the, fea. Here are about tea 
inhabitants, Turks and Chriftians, who live by fifh- 
ing. Time has in feveral places left pieces of 
broken walls, in teftimony of the magnificent flruc- 
tares with which ;his city was once adorned. Of 
thefe I faw fome fine pieces of marble, porphyry 
and granite. Zpr might yet be in a much better 
condition than it is. Its harbour, which is doubts 
lefs to be prefcred both to thofe of Acre and 
flaide, might contribute towards it. The French 
merchant ihips frequently .find fheker here in the 
^nter feafon, when they cannot have it elfewherc* 
The reignidg Scheek Daker in Acra has deter- 
mined to ereaft a magaziae here for the reception df 
cotton, and houfcs for merchants, which might oon* 
tribute towards b^tering the condition of this now 
/wretched place : he would at leaft do fome fervicc 
to travellers, who are now indeed very badly ao- 
^commodated here. All travellers complain of Fleas 
4a Zur, wiii^, they fay, aiTemble here from all quai^ 

M 2 , ters 
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ters of die world. I fhall not contradif^ their zffef^ 
tions. Thisy and other inconvenienciesy made the 
lodging fo difagreeable, that I rather chofe to 
mount my horfe, and travel all night on a fine and 
level road, croffed by fcveral brooks and rivers, till 
I came to Seide in the morning. Nerium Oleander, 
which I had not hitherto feen, began now to appear 
on the road between Zur and Seide. 

We came to Seide (Sidon) on the 14th. The 
gardens in this town are the moft remarkable things 
in it, and in thefe confiil its riches ; wherefore my 
firft bufinefs was to fee them. They extend an en^ 
tire French mile round the town, and contain Pome* 
granate-trees, Apricots, Figs, Almonds, Oranges, Le- 
mons and Plums, in fuch quantities, that the town can 
yearly furniih other places with confiderable car^ 
goes of thefe fruits; but the moft numerous, and id 
which their riches chiefly confift, are Mulberry- 
trees, on which they feed an infinite number of 
filk worms. G)rdia Sebeften is a rare tree ia 
Egypt, grows wild in Palaeftine, is not feen in Na* 
tolia, but is fo common in the gardens of Seide, that 
the bird-lime, which is made of its fruit, is one of 
the principal articles of trade in this town. Rhus Su<- 
maco, and a three-leaved Bramble (Rubus) grew fpon* 
taneouily here. No vine grows near Seide; but it i^ 
produted in confiderable quantities on the mountains 
of Antiliban and Cafchevan. Some authors reckon 
the Tamarind amongft the trees of Seide, but I 
know not what tree they miftook for it; as it grovs 
not near this place, and not wild even in Egypt. 

The 1 6th, we faw the Sepulchres of the ancient 
Kings of Syria, which are at a finall diftance from 
•the town. They are cut out in a ]imeftone mou»- 
cain, and have their apertures level with the eanb^ 
which in moft i« fo large, th^t one may eater them 
I witl^ 
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vrith eafe. They confifl of vaults fome fathonis 
fquare, worked in the mountain^ with oblong niches 
in the walls. In feveral places may be feen obfcure 
remains of carved work in baffo relievo, over the 
niches, and of red painting, fuch as is feen in the 
Sepulchres at Alexandria. Thefe vaults are of a 
workmanihip much inferior to thofe of the Ifrad* 
ites at Jerufalem, and in nothing refemble thofe of 
Alexandria, though they feem made after their 
model. A great part of them are now open, and 
ferve as huts, for ihepherds, or dens for wild beafts; 
but it would certainly be worth while for an Anti* 
quarian to fearch along this hill* to difcover fome 
not yet opened, of which there is beyond doubt a 
great number. The town is not large, but ba$ 
fome fine houfes towards the fea fide, of which that 
of the French is tlic largeft and handfomeft. The 
harbour was ruined by the famous rebel Emir Fack» 
Rrdin ; for which reafon European veffels muft an* 
chor in the road^ and refbrt co the harbour of Zur 
in the winiter feaibn. Near the harbour {lands a 
ruinous eaftle, with a few cannon and a fmall garriir 
fon. The town is governed by a Ba(haw of three 
tails, whofe' command extends over the country to 
Acra, over Galilee, and the adjoinihg mopntjains of 
Antiliban, The principal part of the inhabitants 
ar.e Tur](:s, together with a great number of jMpror 
nites, many Papifls, and fome Greeks. The Ari- 
menians have neither church nor houfe : here there 
is a Franciican and Capuchin Convent in the French 
JCan, and an hofpital for the Jefuits, who have 
their Convent on mount Libanon, Th; French is 
;he only nation that trades hither ; They have nine 
merchant houfes whh a Conful, who has under him 
ihe Vice-Conful of Acra. Their comrperce is con* 
^erablCi in r?^ar4 to the place, an4 keeps Sidoa 
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The ?i.ft, I viewed the aquaedufls of the toiyjj^ 
an ancient wprk^ and the ^Qblefl that has becinrpper 
fcrved. The water has J)ccn by tliem cpnireyed 
tw$|yc miles from the hills iptp the tawp» and is by 
pipes carried to cy.ery part of it, whifh i$ npt lapr sg 

common in thple plapes pf the Eaft, where there ayj? j 

no refervoirs. Near the tow^ ther^ is fppiething / 

curious ip this aqua^uft, It runs on walls through 
^reat part pf the tpwti gardens, an^ has on eacli 
ide a gF.oyc, of all the diSprent fprts pf trees tp be 
fpund her^/ In fome places the channel is open» 
but ifor the moft part (covered j ip a few jplaccs are 
openings on both fidesy through which the water 
runs to the gardens, making pretty cafcades, which 
have an agreeable 'effe4^ amongil the green t^ecSt 
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I LEFT Seide on the 23d of May, 1751, and at 
the fame time the Syriao coaft, of which I could 
i^ot fee any more for many reafons. I went on 
board a ini^l French veflel, in which I failed to 
Cyprus. Qn the 28th, we anchored in the- road of 
Larnam^ a village, where the European CpnfuU 
dwell; part pf which lies on the ihore, but the 
greateft part a quarter of a league from it. In the 
firmer liye$ the Cpuful from Naples ; in the latter 
j^e Confuk from France, England, Venice and Ra* 
gufa, have their houfe$. I lived at the houfe of the 
VenctiaQ Cpnfnl, who vas alfo Gonful for Sweden, 
during the time I waited for an opportunity of con- 
tinuing my return. As this was the reafon of my 
coming tQ Cyprus, I had no notion of travelling 
through the ifland, for whiph this feafon of the 
year is not the beft, as one can hardly crqfs the 
ilreet in the day time, on account of the heat, and 
therefore mijft tyayel by night. The feafon to bo-^ 
^anize was lijkewifc over; and befides, the country 
aflfords little extraordinary in botany ; wherefore I 
found it pot wprtlj my while to make long excur? 
fxQns in the country. - For this reafon I made only 
two flxort journies ifi Cyprus. St. Crux, the higheft 
' ' ' pountaiQ 
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mountain on the ifland, was the fifft thing I went 
to fee. 

I UNDERTOOK this joumcy on the evening of the 
pthy haying only my fervant and a guide with me, 
not being incumbered with armed companions, who 
are not wanted in a country in which a robbery has 
never been heard of. We rid on mulc«, the com- 
mon dquipage of this country, where, they fay, they 
have the beft beads of this kind to be found in the 
Levant : wherefore they are bought up for Syria, 
which in return fends fmail Horfes, for the few who 
have a privilege of riding thefti. The road to the 
mountain is broad and level ; hills of 1st moderate 
height, and large vales, fill the coutitfy roftind it. 
The mountain confifts of a rufty littieften^, fttu- 
turated with vitriol. In the Vales I found al(b fome' 
grey liiiieilone, pure and unnfkixed, in lafge'^&nti^ 
tics, i'n the dried-up beds of rivulets. I& t^znf 
places the craggy mountain afforded lead and isop^ 
per or^, and a quantity of fmall moimtiam cfyftak< 
Of thefe ftones a fine fort is found towards Paphos^* 
which is large and clear, of which I faw a fine duder 
at the French CoflfuFs. They were feeWti feme 
years ago by a perfon at the conrt of tb^ 'Rirkrftf 
Emperor, who faid they were Diftttionds. This dif-» 
covery was much approved o( bjr tl^k vAib kaew nor 
better than himfelf ; and the Grand Turk- ^s per- 
fuaded he had within his dominions, a Diamond* 
mine. He therefore fent Workmen to Gly^us, to 
fetch thefe treafures. They began to Work, and thtf 
place was ftriftly guarded, but they left off in ^ 
liiort time. Myrtle, Pine, Oriental Ciftus Ladani- 
fera, and Arbutus Andrachne, grew altogether 
in. the woods, with the Oleander, which was now 
in bloffonu On this journey we faw feveral vil- 
lages, better built than they commonly are in the 
Levant, We went into one of them, not far from 

the 
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ttit mountain^ after midnight, where a fhcpherd 
gave me np his rcfting place, under an olive-tree, as 
it was too late to get a lodging in any of the houfes. 
The night was extremely clear, which afforded me an 
opportunity of viewing an eclipfeof the Mobn,which 
proved almoft total ; and before fun-rife I continued 
my journey. In a levd inclofu re beneath the moun- 
tain, ftood a little Greek church on the right hand. 
After we had paffed it, we began to afccnd the 
mountain, and in half an hour came to the top of 
it. The road was gckxl, even and broad, therefore 
we could ride all the way. On the higheft top of 
the mountain is a little Greek hermitage, with three 
or four rooms, and a fmall church. I there met 
with a Monk, who quitted his hut toj accommodate 
me. I fcarcely believed myfelf in Cyprus, every 
thing was fo different oa this. mountain, Inftead of 
a burning heat, almoft enough to make one faint, I 
was refreflied w;ith a moft !agrceabk footair. The 
thick, fickly, and I may almoft fay, p^fonous air of 
Cyprus, but efpecially of Earnacas, is not felt here; 
and I could, by the eafinefs of my breathing, find 
that I was come into a thin and found air. When 
I add to this, a profpeft of the fea on one fide, and 
on the other the whole ifland, as far as I could fee, 
one may eafy imagine, that this is the moft plea- 
fant place in Cyprus. After my return, I blamed 
the Franks, and was furprifed, that they who in* 
habit the moft difagreeable and linwholefome place 
in the ifland, fliould not furnifli themfelves with 
fummer houfes on this mountain, to which they 
might go for the change of air. They all faid, that 
a<j they had never thought of fummer houfes. they 
could not look out for a place ; but that this would 
be the propereft. One obftacle to making this 
mountain an agreeable dwelling, is, the want of a 
^ • level 
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level place on the top of it, which confifts of no* 
i:hing but rocks and flones, amongft which the 
Monks have fcarce found a little level fpot for their 
^welling; but towards the foot of the mountain, 
numbers of fuitable places might be. found. Some 
Aone mofles (Lichenes imbricati) were the only na^ 
tural curiofities I found on the top of the hill, 
which I have not feen in greater varieties and quan-* 
tides at any -place in the Levant. 

It is worth while for a perfon who is in Cyprus^ 
to fee Famagufta, as it has formerly been the 
flroneeft place in (he country, and the mod famous 
in hiftory. I travelled thither on the i ^th, in comw 
pany with an Engliih merchant from Aleppo, and 
the Englifh Gonful's interpreter. We kept along 
the fea ihore, and travelled almoft all* night, coming 
to the town before day-break. The gates are not 
opened before fun-rife, we therefore refted at the 
houfe of a Greek Deacon without the town. The 
Turks have the fame cuftom here ^s in Jerufalepi 
and Damafcus, not to fuffer any Chriitian, whether 
he be Frank or born in the country, to ride thro- 
the gate of the town. To obferve this foolifli order, 
we alighted at the Praw-bridge, as is cuftomary, 
^d walked through the gate, mounting again within 
it. As foon as we were entered, we rid through all 

arts of the town, and round the ramparts, Mr? 

rudvord, an Englifh merchant, had bi^ilt a houfe 
;n Larnaco, the fipeft and largeft at this time in Cy<r 
prus, which has the; handfomeft and mpfl fpacious 
^all I faw in the Levant, ^e faw many houfes oi| 
the road} between Larnaco and Famagviilas which 
he had built for his pleafure ; but the greatest part 
of them were in ruins. In Famagufta, we went firft 
to pajfva vifit to the Governor, and get his permif*- 
Con- to fee the fortrefs. The Gov?rnpr made the 
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ficme appearance as the town and fortrefs do, a very 
mean-looking perfon, without any token of his be- 
ing a commanding pj£cer, which the Turks never 
fail {hewing, at leafl by a number of fervants which 
they keep about them, if they have any money ; 
but .this, the poft of a Governor of Famagufta will 
not admit of. A Turkifh officer mufl always pay 
himfelf, I e. he mud take, right or wrong, as much> 
and often more than he wants, from thofe under his 
command ; bat this Governor had only 2 or 300 
good for nothing foldiers under him, and from them 
Uttle was to be got. The fort has not been repaired 
fince the Turks took it from the Venetians, and is 
therefore ruinous* Here were about 200 pieces of 
cannon, which were taken with the fort, but fcarcely 
one of them is fit for ufe. The garrifon confifled of 
about 300 men, of thofe called Levanti : thefe are 
foldiers who ferve in the fleet, and are the worft 
men in the Porte's fervice. The harbour for the- 
gallieSf which is well fituated, and defended by the 
fort, was entirely ruined. I have never feen fuch 
quantities of Aloe vera, as I faw on the ramparts of 
this fort. We went from the fort to fee the church 
of St. Sophia, which is ufed by the Turks for a 
Mofque. It is of Gothic architedlure, large, and 
was once handfome. It received, fome years ago, 
coniiderable damages by an earthquake ; and the 
Turks, who are the moft ignorant architefis in the 
World, have in a miferable manner repaired it. The 
tombs, monuments, and chapels, erected by the 
Chriftians, were entirely demoliihed : I could only 
fee fome epitaphs on the pavement in the churcl^ 
ibme m Latin, with old Qothic letters, others ia 
modern Greek ; and even of thefe I could only fee 
thofe neareft the threihold, which a Chriflian, ac« 
COfding to the fuperilitious cuftom of the Turks, 

muft 
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muft not pafs, Oppofite the church were the ruin« 
of the palace, formerly inhabited by the Venetian 
Governors. Here were feveral columns of Granite 
and Porphyry, and in feveral placeis of the waH 
the Venetian lion ; in ibme places carved in re* 
lief, in others entire. The town of Famagufta is 
now in a worfe condition than the fort. All the 
houfes, built by the Venetians, are either entirely 
demoliflied or uninhabitable. There are now no 
more than 300 inhabitants in the town, moft of 
them Turks, who poflefs the miferable remain^ 
which are left of the once fine and famous Fama- 
gufta. 

I HAVE always, fmce my departure from Sweden, 
with much attention examined the fca birds. I had 
feen many of them during my voyage to Smyrna, 
"but from that time they had been invifible tome. The 
firft I faw afterwards, was on the 2 8th towards even- 
ing : this was a little bird-, of the fize of a Sparrow, of 
a greyifti colour, with a brown breaft, and white uti- 
der his wings; he fometimes fettled on the fea,- and 
then flew up again, but not at any diftance from tht 
furface of the water : it followed the vefTel tiH dark. 
This bird had gone out to fea when it was fine and 
calm, in fearch of food, by catching Tome fmall in- 
fefts which fly above the furface of the fca. The 
diftance would not pcrtnit me fully to defcribe him, 
but the infefts were a kind of fmall Water-flies* 

The 30th, we failed by Carains andChateaCi 
llouge in Caramannia. At both places are haf- 
lw>urs, whence they load wood for Egypt, which is 
cut in abundance in the woods of Caramannisu I was 
told, that in the former place a town was to he feen 
under water, and the ruins erf another on the land. 
In the latter ait the remains of a caitle, which is one 
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of the many founded by the Mahefe Ejxights from 
Gaza, quite to this country. 

The 2d of July, at fun-fet, we came in fight of 
Rhodes, after a voyage of fifteen days : we were 
yet twelve. miles from it, at which difl:ance the 
mountain St. Catherine appears firfl. 

After a conftant calm which had occafioned a long 
and difagreeable voyage, we got on the ^.th in the 
afternoon the wiihcd-for gale, which in the night 
carried us paft this ifland: during the gale, we faw 
a number of Flying-fiflies, about two fathoms 
above water ; and we had before feen a number of 
dolphins fwimming on the furface of the fea : tl^efe 
always are a fign,of a change of weather. We 
viewed the town of Rhodes in the evening at fome 
diftance, with its fortifications, kept in good repair 
fince the Turks took them from the Knights of St, 
John of Jerufalem. Rhodes has a good harbour^ 
and always contains fome Turkifti men of wan 
Here are alfo veflfels built for the Porte, for which 
purpofe this, ifland is very proper, having plenty of 
timber. There are no Franks, only a French Con- 
ful, who is appointed by the French AmbaiTador at 
the Porte, in the fame manner as other fmall Con- 
fuUhips. The ifland, which is fruitful, is governed 
by a Baihaw; but the greateft part of its inhabitants 
are Turks, and fome Greeks, who carry on the trade 
of the ifland, which is not very important, and con- 
fids in fome cotton, tar, and fmall fiiip rigging. 
Himia is a little, and almod unknown ifland, dir 
reftly oppofite Rhodes : we faw it in the morning on 
our right hand; it is worth notice, on account of the 
fmgular method the Greeks, inhabitants of the 
ifland, have to get their Uving. Jn the bottom of 
the fea the comnuMi Spunge (Spongia' officinalis) 
is found in abundance, and more than in any othec 

place 
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place in the Mediterranean. The inhabitants makd 
it a trade to fifli up this fpungc, by which they gti 
a living, far from contemptible, as their goods arc 
always Ifranted by the Turks, who ufe an incredible 
dumber of fpunges at their bathiiigs and walhings* 
A girl, in this ifland, is not permitted by her rela* 
tions to marry, before fhe has brought up a certain 
quantity of fpunges, and before fhe can ghre a proof 
of her ilgilify, by taking them up from a Certaid 
depth; 

We had htth at fea twenty days, Whefi on thd 
dth we came in fight of Stanchio. Our voyage be-^ 
gan to gfow tedious. They never take mtich prcM 
Viffon ofa board for a toyag^ through the Archipe- 
lago ; but imagine they tan always ruh into fome of 
the iflandsi and gdt what they want. We bad thefd 
thoughts at our departure from Cyprus, with pro-^ 
vifidns for fome days ; and intended to provide ovlt^ 
felves in Rhodes, or Stanchio, for the remaining part 
of the voyage ; but we Were much dliTatisfied to find 
ourfelves without water, and with very little othei? 
provifion, being at the fame time informed, by a vef- 
fel which met us, that the plagte raged violently iri 
both the places We intended to rtin into, and there- 
fore were inacceffible. Oiir circumflances gavt md 
an opportunity of making a good obfervation. Wd 
hstd on board a Dervice (Turkifh Monk) Who came 
to us, and complained bitterly, nOt for want of 
Bread, though he had been withodt it for feveral 
days, but for fomething more tteceflary to him than 
Bread. He had been two days without Opiirtn, and 
^ow found himfelf in a condition which made hint 
fear he fhould find his grate in the fea^ I with 
pity faw a young man become lean, efnaciated, with 
a trembling tody, feized with Weaknefs and (Vim-* 
tbings. . This is the cafe of thofe> who by a dcflmcf-' 

tivc 
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ibit cuftdtn, have made it necefikry to eat Opium, 
which howcf et i^ tiot fo ccWittion imongft the Turka 
ttow, a$ it wds foriiierly. The ufe of Opium is now 
ttioftly eotifiAed to thofe who officiate in religious ce- 
remonies, Of ^^ho Would be ftfift folloxrcrs of Ma- 
homet, being pfdhibited the ufe of ftrong liquors. 
The Janiffaries have found means to explain the 
law, and adinit the ufe of Brandy, which, they fay, 
Was not forbid by their Prophet ; as it is prepared 
by fire, and every thing that pafTes through fire is 
pure and clean. Wherefore almoft all the Turkifh 
foldiers have, in virtue of this excellent explanation 
of the law, given over eating Opium, which made 
them ftupid and trembling, taking to Brandy, which 
Aakes them mad and dropfieal. Our Captain was 
peffuaded to put the Dcrvicc on ihore, on the coaft 
of Natolia, or Leffer Afia, where he might find Opium, 
fo neccflary to his fupport, whi^h was not to be had 
dn boatd. He tried, in the mean time, as a pallia** 
live, to take an uncommon large dofe of Venice 
Treadc, but without effeft. A body, ufed to ftrong 
medicines, i^ not moved by thofe of left power. A 
perfon^ jtccuftonied to tak« Scammony, is not at all 
moved by Manna ; we fometimcs fee what terrible ef- 
§t(h Opium hath on thofe who have been accuftomed 
fo take k, when they refrain from it. My fellow tra- 
veller, Mf. Titzyon, who had been long an EngKfli 
faftor at Aleppo, related the following Itory : a Prmce 
of Perfijk Was accuftomed to take Opium at certain 
hotirs ; hii ferVants, on a journey the Prince madf^ 
had forgot to take with them Opium ; his hour came, 
and he defired Opium, which Was not to be had. The 
Prince, who knew what the confequcnce iteight be, 
if he did not take Opium at the accuftomed hour, dif- 
patchcd feveral fcrvants by d^erent roads, to fetch 
m b^fte what their ueglcft had left at home : but, 

N M 
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to his and their misfortune, the Prince was dead 
when one of the fervants returned, though withia 
two hours. AnEngliih merchant, who had long lived 
in Ifpahan without company, took Opium to pafs 
away his melancholy hours. This pernicious re- 
/reihment became at lafl fo neceflary, that, to 
avoid any misfortune which might happen, if he 
were once to be without it, he ordered fmaU bags 
of Opium to be fewedin his apparel and bed-clothes^ 
that he might always have a fufficient quantity 
about him. 

We anchored before Stanchib the 1 2 th of July, 
having been informed that the plague was not there, 
but on the oppofite coafl, and in the country of 
Natolia. However, to be more careful, we did 
not venture on ihore, but only fent our boat for 
water, which was the mod neceflary article that 
we wanted. Stanchio has no harbour, but the 
veflels muft anchor in the gulph, at the diftance , 
of a cannon-ihot from the ihore between the 
ifland and the continent, to which the entrance 
on both fides is pretty narrow ; but its road is wide 
and open, for which reafon vefTels feldom anchor 
before §tanchio in the winter, but rather go to the 
oppofite fhore, where they find fmall harbours in 
the continent, in which they lie more fecure. There 
is a fpring on Stanchio, fix miles from the town, . 
which the inhabitants call the fountain of Hippo- 
crates r I could not learn whether this name is to be. 
attributed to the ancient Grecians, in which cafe it 
would be the only monument now remaining, in the 
place of the nativity of this great father of phyfic. 
It is alfo pof&ble, that fome Venetian- phyfician, 
when the Venetians poflefTed this ifland, gave the 
fountain this name, to revive the name of the great- 
eft man the ifland ever produced. The Greek Bi- 
fhop of this ifland hath. 5000 piafters revenue a 
4 year, 
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year, which the Turl^s left him, when they took 
poiTeifioa of the ifland. This is one of the moft con- 
fiderable fixed revenues that any Greek prelate, at 
this time, has. The Bifhop in Smyrna may ibmetimes 
receive 15,000 piafters a year, but at other times 
not half that fum ; as it depends on alms, and efpe« 
cially thofe that he receives on the day when he viiits 
every houfe, and prefents them with the holy water. 
He receives on this day from fix to 10,000 piafters, 
according to the generofity and wealth of his flock. 
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C L A S S I S I. 

M A H H A L I A. 
q^UADRUPEDES. 



!• Simia Cynamolgos. The dog-headed Monkey. 

2. Simia -ZEthiops. The Ethiopian Monkey, 

3. Canes varii. Several forts of Dogs. 

A. Viverra Ichneumon. The Ichneumon of the 
Nile. 

5. Vefpertilio Egyptiacus. The Egyptian Bat. 

6. Mus Jaculus. The Jumping Moufe. 

7. Hippopotamus Amphibius. The River Horfe. 

8. Camelus Dromedarius. The Dromedary. 
* ^. Equus Cabatlus. The Horfe. 

I o. Cervus Camclopardalis. The Camel Deer. 

1 1 . Capra Cervicapra. The Rock Goat. 

12. Capra Angorenfis. The Mohair Goat 

13. Ovis Aries. The Sheep. 

I. Simia Cynamolgos «. The dog-headed Monkey. 

IT is of the fize of a young Bear, above two. feet 
in length, and almoft one foot and a half high> 
and two feet broad ; it makes an horrid appear- 

* Linn. Syitem. Nat. Pag. 28. No. 16. 
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ance, and is very ugly towards the back parts : In 
outward appearance, it refembles a Bear. It is a 

cjueL p.^i%dk»»» aiid ahaoft imtamcable ftoimaK 
It is found in -Ethiopia. I have feen it brought to 
Cairo by vagrants, and led about to be flxcwn to 
the pepple at the uitindation of tbfi Nile. 

2. Simla ^hiops^. The JStluopia^ Momkey. 

It is about as big as a common Cat, and Is found 
in iEthiopia, whence the Negroes bring in numbers 
to Egypt. The female menftruates. It is very 
docile, 

3. Canis Vulpes ^. The Fox. 

« 

This animal is common jn Pala^ftine ; they ar« 
very numerous in the ftony country JibQW Beth- 
lehem, and fomethnes make great havock amQngfl: 
the Goats. There is alfo plenty of th^m near the 
Convent of St. John, in tl^ defart, about vintage 
time ; for they deftroy 4II the vines, uolefe they are ' 
ftriftly watched. 

Canis aureus \ The JackcalL Chlcal of the Turks. 

There arc greater numbers of this fpecies of Fox 
to be met with than the former, particularly near 
Jaffa, about Gaza, and in Galilee, i leav^ others 
to determine, which of thefc is the Fox of Sampiini* 
It was certainly one of thefe two animals, 

Canis familiaris*. The Dog. 

The magiftrates at Leghorn in Italy have zmf 
thority to iflue out orders for killing Dogs, if the^ 

^ Lin. Syft. Nat. P. a8. ' J^. 1 4, « P. 40, N, 4, ^ P. 40. N. 7* 

•^P. 2j». N. !♦ 

abound 
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abouod toQ much in the ftreet«> zxd moUA the ifh 
habiuot«. The men eotniftcd with the execution 
of ^hcfe order* go throivgh the city ia the nigh^ 
and drop fmall b}t$ of poifooed bread ia the ftreets; 
thefe are eaten by the Dogs, and inftantapeouily 
kill them: before fw-rifc, the ft me men go thrtf 
the ftreets with a cart, gather huiwired$ of the dead 
Does^ and carry them to the Jew^ buryioig^rQWid 
withoui the town. 

4*Vlvemi Ichneumon'. The fchncnmon of the 

Nile; 

It is met with both in Upper and Lower Egypt, 
limgy during the inundation of the Nile, in gar- 
dens and near the villages ; but in the dry feafoo it 
lives in the fields, and near the banks of the Nile; 
It creeps flowly along* as if ready to fcize its pcey^ 
It feeds on plants, eggs and fowls; killing the latter 
in the night, when it frequents the villages. In 
Upper Egypt it fearches for the eggs of the Croco- 
dile, which lie bid in the fand on the (hore, and 
eats them, preventing by that means the increafa 
of that dangerous animal. The Ichneumon may ea- 
fily be tamed, and frequently goes about the houfea 
like a Cat. Mr. Barton, who has been the Eng- 
HQk Conful nineteen years in Egypti has kept a 
tame one for feveral years. It makes a growling 
noife, and barks when it is verv an^ry. The 
Arabians call it Nems. The Frencn in tgypt, who 
give every thing they don't know names of their 
own making, have called this Rat de Pharaon» which 
the Latin writers of Egypt, viz. Alpinus and Belb-j 
nius, have followed, and called it Mus Pharaonis 

' Lin. Syft. N4t P, 43. N. i,^j 

(the 
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(tlie Moufe of Pharaoh.) The refemblance it has 
to a Moufe (Mus terrcftris) in regard to the colour 
and hair, might haVe mduced ignorant people, who 
know nothing of natural hiflory, to call it a Moufe; 
but I cannot conceive why they fhould call it Pha- 
raoh's Moufci The Egyptiaps were too intelligent, 
in the time of Pharaoh, to call it a Moufe, haying 
knowledge enough to give true defcriptions and fig- 
nificant names to all natural bodies ; nor is it at 
this day called Phar by ihe Arabs, which is the 
name for Moufe, but they call it Nems, as I have 
before obferved. What i$ related concerning its 
entering the jaws of the Crocodilci is fabulous. 

5. Vefpcrtilip ^gyptiacus. The Egyptian Bat. 

It is of the fize of a fmall Moufe, and lives in the 
gardens of Rofetta, near the banks of the Nile. 

6. Mus Jaculus «. Jumping Moufe. 

This animal is of the fize of a large Moufe : it 
fupports itfelf only on its hind legs, and therefore 
hops or jumps in its progreffive motion. When it 
TtvtZp it clofes its feet to its belly, and fits on its 
knees, bent;' it holds its viAuals with its fore-feet» 
or paws, as do the refl of this tribe ; it is fond of 
fleep, fleeping in the day and waking at nights; it 
cats wheat, wheat bread, and the feeds of oily grain 
(Sefamum.) Though it is not much afraid of a man, 
yet it is not ealily tamed : for this reafon, it is always 
kept in a cage ; and I have known one of thefe ani- 
mals kept for fome months, and even a year, in this 
manner at Cairo. It is met with in Egypt, or be- 

» Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 63. N. 15. . 

tween 
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tween Egypt and Arabia. The Arabians call it 
Garbuka; the French, who live in Egypt, Rat de 
Montagne. 

N. B. If one Ihould follow the method of the 
ancients in defcribing this animal, we might fay it 
had a head like a Hare, whifkers like a Squirrel, the 
fnout of a Hog, a body, ears, and fore legs, like a 
Moufe, hind legs like a bird, with the tail of a Lion« 
What a monftrous animal would this fcem to be ! 
And had it been delineated 2000 years ago, it would 
at this day have been accounted a monftcr. To this 
manner of deftribine, do moft monftrous animals 
owe their origin ; as Griffins, Unicorns, &c &c. For 
inftance, when the parts of a new-difcovcred animal 
are compared to thofe of other animals already well 
known; painters, from this method of defcrrbihg, 
receive an idea of a form of nature, which they 
jilways draw gut of charafter. 1 bis matter cer- 
tainly merits a farther enquiry. 

7. Hippopotamus Amphibius ^. The River Horfe. 

Some obfervations related to me by a credible 

perfon, who Bved twelve years in Kgypr. 

I. The hide of a full grown Hippopotamus is a 
load for a camel. 

^. The River Horfe is an inveterate enemy to the 
Crocodile,, and kills it whenever he meets it/ 
This, with lome other reafons, contribute much 
to the extirpation of the Crocodile; which, others 
wife, coiilidering the many eggs they lay, would 
utterly deilroy Egypt. 

3, The River Horle never appears below the Car 
tarads in Egypt, wherefore the inhabitants of 
Upper Egypt only can give any account of it; 

^ Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 74. N. i. 

and 
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and as very few Eur^atis, ndoe at leaft wh# 
underftood natural faiitarj, have travelled imct 
thofe parts of Egypt, we know little of the hifr 
tory of this ahimal ; fuch as have travelled in 
India, have had better opportunities of iirforming 
themfelves in this matter- ^ The Egyptians very 
feldom bring the hide of it to Cairo; and it if 
impoflible to bring thither the living anknaL A 
hide has been fent to France^ which^ I am in- 
formed, is preferved in the Royal Menagerie. 

4. The River Horfe does much dainage to the Egyp* 
tians, in thofe places he frequents. He goes on 
ihore, and in a ihort fpace of time deittoys aa 
entire field of corn or clover, not leaving the leaft 
verdure as he pafles; for he is voracious, and re^ 
quires much to fill his great belly. They have 3 
curious manner of freeiog themfelves, m fomc 
meafure, from this deftruaive animal : they re- 
mark the places he frequents moft, and there lay 
a large quantity of peas; when the bead comes 
on (hore, hungry and voracious, he falls to eating 
what is neareft him, and filling his belly with the 
peas, they occafion an infuppor table thirft; he 
then returns immediately into the river, anddrinkt 
upon thefe dry peas large draughts of water, 
which fuddenlv caufes his death; for the peas 
foon begin to nvell with the water, and not long 
after the Egyptians find him dead on the fhore^ 
blown up, as if killed with the ftrongeft poifon. 

5« The oftener the River Horfe goes on ihore, the 

. better hcqpes have the Egyptians of a fufikient 
fwelling or encreafe of the Nile. 

6. The Egyptians fay, they can almoft dtftxnguifll 
the food of this animal in his excreaxents* 

s 

8, Camelos 



8. Catnelus Drooieclarius >. The Drpmjedary:. 

I 

The Dromedary commonly weighs tooolb. it 
dgypt. They feed him, for want of better food^ 
with bruifecji kernels, Qr ftones of dates : they cc^u*^ 
}ate in Egypt in the month of December, 

9.. Equus Caballus ^. The Hor&^ 

Horses are found wild in the ^efarts of Crim 
^arrary, an4 difier from thofe that are tame, in 
paving much larger taits^ according to Juftij who 
fra?etJLQ4 in thofc parts* 

jto. Genms Camelopardalis >. The Camel Deer, 
BeUon. 179. Camelopardalis Girafisu Alpin, 
JEgypt. Zurpap. Arab. 

Tnt polonr of the whole body, head and legs of 
(his animal, is yariegated with dark brown fpots ; 
^he fpots are as large as the palm of a man's hand, 
lof an irregular figpre, ^nd in the living animal are 
pf various ffiadc$.. This Deer is of the bignefs of a 
fmall Camel ; the whole length, from the upper lip- 
tp the tail, is pi^eijty-fpur fpans, It is met with in 
the fhady and tl^k woods dt Stpj^df and j£thiopia« 

N. B. This is a mod elegant and docile animal, 
it has been ^cn \yj vcjry few natural hiftorians, and 
^ndeed fcarcely by any, except Bellonius ; but none 
have given a perfcft defcription, qr good figure of 
k. I nave only feen thq ikin of the animal, and have 

fsiot yet had an opportunity of beholding it alive; 

* ♦ 

f Lin. Sjrft. N«t, P, 65. N. |. ^ P. 73. N. i. ' P. 66. N. 1, 
I H'Capn 
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. iii Capra Cervlcapra". The Rock Coat. 

• This is larger, £wiftcr, and wilder, than the com-' 
inon Rock Goat, and can fcarcely be taken withoilt 
a. Falcon. It is met with near Aleppd I have fccn 
a variety of this, which is common in the Eaft, atid 
the horns appear difFerent; perhaps it is a diftinft 
fpecies. , This animal loves the fmoke of tobacco, 
and when caught alive, will approach the pipe of 
the huntfman, though otherwife more timid than 
any animal. This is perhaps the only creature, be- 
fide man, that delights in the fmell of a poifonous 
and {linking plant. The Arabians hunt it with a 
Falcon (Falco gentilis, Linn.) I had an excellent op- 
portunity of feeing this fport near Nazareth, io Ga- 
lilee. An Arab, mounting a fwift courfer, held the 
Falcon on his hand, as huntfmen commonly do: 
when he efpied the Rock Goat, on the top of a 
mountain, he let loofe the Falcon, which flew in a 
dire6l line, like an arrow, and attacked the animal, 
fixing the talons of one of his feet into the cheek of 
the creature, and the talons of the other into its 
throat, extending his wings obliquely over the ani- 
mal ; fpreading one towards one of its ears, and the 
other to the oppofite hip. The animal, thus at- 
tacked, made a leap twice the height of a man, and 
freed himfelf from the Falcon; but, being woi\ndcd, 
and lofmg its flrength and fpeed, it was again at- 
tacked by the Falcon, which fixed the talons of both 
its feet into the throat of the animal, and held it faft, 
till the huntfman coming up, took it alive, and cut 
its throat ; the Falcon drinking the blood, as a re- 
Ward for Ixis labour, and a young FalcoUi which was. 

» Lin. Syft. Nat, P. d^, N. 7. 

Ic^ningt 
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learning, was likewife put to the throat of tho 
Goat ; by this means are young Falcons taught to 
fix their talons in the throat of the animal^ as being 
the propereft part ; for fhould the Falcon fix them 
in the creature's hip, or fome other part of the 
body, the huntfinjin would not only lofe his game, 
but his Falcon alfo : for the animal, roufed by the 
wound, which could not prove mortal, would run to 
the defarts, and the tops of the mountains, whither 
its enemy keeping its hold, would be obliged to 
follow ; and, being feparated from its mailer, muil of 
courfe perifli. 

12. Capra Angorenfis ^. The Mohair Goat* 

The Mohair Goats are a fingular variety of tbqi 
common Goats, being famous for their foft and 
filver- white hairs, the like of which are not to be 
found in any place but Angora. The Engliih and 
Dutch have long, to their great advantage, made 
the Mohair Goats one of the principal articles of 
their Levant trade. The fine Engliih camlets are 
made of the hair, which is commonly carried ready 
fpun to Europe ; and, being there woven, is after- 
wards exported to all parts of the world, even 
to thofe whence the yarn was originally brought. 
The French at prefent tave fome fliare of the pro- 
fit refulting from this trade; but nobody could 
ever hit on a furer and more judicious method of 
making this valuable commodity ferviceable to his 
country, than Mr. Alftroemer, one of the Swediih 
Lords of Trade, who got the animal to Sweden, 
with an intention to propagate it there. We re- 
ceived this day four of them, fent by Mr. Bioerling, 

» Lin. Syft, Nat. P. 68. N. 13. 

from 
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fr^m Angora to Smyrna 5 he was fent thither by 
Mr. Alftroemcr, for this purpofe. This is the 
handfomeft ereature of the kind I ever met with, 
imd differs from the tommon Ooat» in having longer 
hair, ft fliorter body, ftorter legs, broader and flatter 
fides, and lefs and ftraiter horns» I flbould almoft 
eonclnde it to be a diftifift fpecies ; and the rather, 
a« it continues its breed without degenerating. 

13. Otfe Aries*. The Sheep, 

I HAVE obferved a cruft growing on the teeth oS 
the Sheep in Egypt, which hath entirely the ap- 
pearance of a Pyrites. It appears cluefly at the 
time when they* feed on grafs, which is fcarcely any 
thing bnt Lucem. I have heard that ilw is alio 
common to the Sheep of Antiliban, \ 

• lio. Syfi. Nat. P. 70. N. 1. 
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14. Vultur Percnopterus. The Egyptian Vultur. 

15. StrixOtus. The Horn Owl. 

1 6. Strix orientalis. The Oriental Owl. 

1 7* Pfittacus Alexandri. The Parrot of Alexander 

1 8. Pfittacus obfcurus. A Parrot from Africa. 

19. Upupa Pyrrhocoax. The Black Hoop. 

20. Corvus segyptius. The Egyptian Crow. 

21. Pirus minor. The Leffer Woodpecker. 

22. Alccdorudis. The Perfian Kings-fifher. 

23. Alcedo sBgyptia. The Egyptian Kings-filhcr. 

24. Merops Apiafter. The Bee-catcher. 

25. Ardea Ibis. The Ibis of the Egyptians. 

26. Tringa segyptia<:a. The Egyptian Plover. 

27. Tringa autumnalis. The Autumnal Plover. 

28. Tringa fubtridaftyla. The Three-toed Plover. 

29. Charadrius Himantopus. The Autumnal Dot- 

, terell. 

30. Charadrius alexandrinus. The Alexandrian 

Dotterell. 

3 1 . Charadrius a^gyp tins. The Egyptian Dotterell. 

32. Charadrius Kervan. The Oriental Dotterell. 

33. Charadrius fpinofus. The Armed Dotterell. 

34. Fulica atra. The Cootc. 

O 35. Anag 
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35. Anas damiatica. The Damiatick Duck, 

36. Anas nilotica. The Duck of the Nile. 

37. ftjergus Albellus. The White Nun. 

38. Larus fmyrnenfis. The Smyrna Gull. 

39. Larus canefcens. The Grey Gull. 

40. Sterna nigricans. The Black Sea Swallow. 

41. Sterna nilotica. The Egyptian Sea Swallow. 

42. Nuonida Meleagris. The Guinea Hen. 

43. Tetrao orientalis. The Oriental Partridge. 

44. Tetrao Coturnix. The Quail. 

45. Columbae varia?. Several forts of Pigeons. 

46. Alauda hifpanica. The Spanifli Lark. 

47. Stumus vulgaris. The Starling. 

48.. Emberiza melitenfis. The Eaftern Bunting. . 

49. Emberiza africana. The African Bunting. 

50. Motacilla yvica. The Wagtail from Yvica. 

51. Motacilla. The Red-breafted Wagtail. 

52. Motacilla hifpanica. The Spanifh Wagtail. 

14. Vultus Percnopterus *. The Egyptian Vultur. 

THEY light in great flocks on the lay-ftalls 
nfear the city of Cairo, and there promifcu- 
oufly feed, together with the Dogs and other 
beafts, on dead carcafes and other offal. They af- 
lemblc with the Kites every morning and evening, 
in the fquare called Rohneli, below the caftle (which 
is the place for executing capital offenders) there to 
receive the alms of frefli meat, left them by the le- 
gacies of wealthy great men. 

Th e appearance of the bird is as horrid as can 
well be imagined, viz. The face is naked and 
wrinkled, the eyes are large and black, the beak 
black and hooked, the talons large» and extended 

* Lin. Syft. Nat, P, 87, N. 6. 

ready 
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ready for prey,^ and the whole body polluted with 
filth : thefe are qualities enough to make the be- 
holder fhudder with horror. Notwithftanding this, 
the inhabitants of Egypt cannot be enough thank-* 
ful to Providence for this bird. All the places 
round Cairo are filled with the dead bodies of affes 
and camels ; and thoufands of thefe birds fly about, 
and devour the carcafes, before they pdtrify and fill 
the air with noxious exhalations. The inhabitant^ 
of Egypt, and after them Maillet, in his Defcrip- 
tion of Egypt^ fay, that they yearly follow the ca-* 
ravan to Mecca, and devour the filth of the 
flaughtered beads, and the carcafes of the camels, 
which die on the journey ; but I have not been au 
eye-\^itnefs of thfs. They don't fly high, nor are 
they afraid of tfieii^ If one is killed^ all the reft 
furround him, in the fame manner as do the Roy- 
fton crows ; they do riot quit the places they fre- 
qUdnt, thotrgh frightened by the explofiori of a giiri, 
but iiftmediately return thither. 1 am not of opi- 
nion that this bird eats infefts or worms, as it is 
fcarcely ever feen in the fields and lakes ; nor do the 
crther fpecics of this genus admire that diet. MaiN 
let imagines this bird to be the Ibis of the ancients ; 
but, I think, his opinion has not tlie leaft appearance 
of truth. We can fcarcely be indcrced to imagine, 
that a wife nation ihould pay fuch honours to an 
unclean, impure, and rapacious bird, which was not 
perhaps fo commony before the Egyptians filled tha 
ftreets with carcafes. If the Ibis is to be found, ic 
muft certainly be looked for in the Ordo of Gralla? 
of Linnseus ; and I imagine it to be the White He- 
ron, which is fo common in Egypt. The Arabians 
call it Rochaeme ; the French, living in* Egypt, give 
it the name of Chapon de Pharaon, or de Maho- 
meth: Maillet fays, ic is fo called, becaqfe it re- 

Q 2 fcmbles 
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fembles a Capon ; but, except its being larget than- 
a Capon, what refcmblance is there between them ? 
This is not the only ridiculous denomination given 
10 things. 

15. StrixOtus^, Horn Owl. 

I have feen this alive in Cairo, nor is it rare in 

Egypt. 

1 6. Strix orientalis facie pilofa futura crifpato— 
plumofa in dorfo roftri. The oriental Owl. 

It is of the fize of the common Owl, living in the 
ruins and old deferted houfes of Egypt and Syria, 
and fometimes in inhabited houfes. The Arabs in 
Egypt call it Maflafaj the Syrians Bana. It is 
very ravenous in Syria; and in the evenings, if the 
windo)vs are left open, it flies into houfes, and kills 
infants, unlefs they are carefully watched, where- 
fore the women are much afraid of it. 

17. Pfittacus Alexandria. The Parrot of Alex- 

ander. 

It is of the frze of a Dove, lives in Ethiopia, 
and is by the -^Ethiopians brought to Cairo for fale. 
This is a very pretty bird ; it has a Ihrill and pierc- 
ing voice, and can eafily be tadght to make it in 
fome meafure articulate. Its chief food confifts in 
the feeds of Safflower (Carthamus tinftorius). 

1 8. Pfittacus obfcurus «. A Parrot from Africa. 

This is of the fize of a Cuckow. 

t» Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 92. N. 4. ^ P. 97. N. 9. 

19. Upupa 
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1 9. Upupa Pyrrhocorax ^ The black Hoop. 

This is of the fize of ,the Jackdaw, lives in the 
fields and houfes of lower Egypt, during the 
months of September and Oftober, on the decreafe ^ 
of the Nile. It eats an infeft peculiar to Egypt, and 
near a kin to the Cock-Roach (Blatta). 

20. Corvus segyptius viridi maculatus, dorfo medio 
caerulco. The Egyptian Crow. 

It is of the fize of a lark ; it lives in the trees of 
Egypt, feeds on infefts. I have found the remains 
of Scorpions and Scolopendras in its ftomach. 

2 r. Picus minor s. The Leffer Woodpecker. 

This is of the fize of a Lark ; the female is a lit- 
tle bigger than the male. The peafants of Natolia . 
bring it to Smyrna. I can fcarcely believe that this 
bird migrates. 

22. Alcedo rudis\ The Perfian Kings-fiftier. 

It is found in Egypt, near the banks of the Nile, 
^nd catches fifli by diving with its long beak under 
the water, in the fame manner as do the Sea Gulls 
(Larus). 

23. Alcedo aegyptia. The Egyptian Kings-fifher. 

It is found in Lower Egypt, and builds its nefts 
in the Date-trees and Sycamores about Cairo; feed- 
ing on the frogs, infefts, and little fiih, which it 

' Lin. Syft, Nat. P. 118. N. 4. «?. 114, N. 12. ^ P. 
116. N. 6. 

gets 
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gets la the overflown fields. Its voice r-efembles that 
pf the Raven. 

24. Mcrops Apiafter *. The Bec<atcher/ 

This bird is called Varuar by the Arabs^ land 
is found in the plains of Galilee. 

25. Ardea Ibis*". The Ibis of the Egyptians. 

It is of the Cze of a Raven Hen. This bird is found 
in bwer Egypt, and is feen in great numbers during 
the overflowing of the Nile, in thofe places, which 
the water does not reach, and afterwards in the 
places the water has deferted. It feeds on infefts 
and fmall frogs, which abound in Egypt, during the 
inundation of the Nile and for fome time after, be- 
ing, by this means, of great fervice to the country. 
; They ofien a,flemblej efpecially mornings and even- 
ings, in the gardens, in fuch numbers, as to cover 
whole Palm-trees. When this bird rells, it fits up- 
right, fo as to cover its feet with its tail, and raifes . 
the breaft and neck. 

N. B, I am inclined to believe this bird to be the 
Ibis of the anjcient Egyptians^ rather than any pther ; 
becaufe it is: i. Very pomraon in Egypt, and gilmoft 
peculiar to that country. 2. It eats and deflroys Ser- 
pents. 3. The urns found in the Sepulchres contain 
a bird of this fize. 

» Ifin. S^ l^at. P,. M7- N. i. ^ p. ,4^. n^ |g^ 
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,26. Tringa aegyptiaca longiroftris, fufco albidoquc 
varicgata. The Egyptian Plover. 

This bird is of the fize of a Hen, and is found 
in the moift places of Egypt, during the month of 
September. 

27. Tringa autumnalis longiroftris, dorfo abdomi- 
neque purpurafcente. The Autumnal Plover. 

It is of the fize of a Hen, and is found in Egypt, 
during the autumn. 

28. Tringa fubtridaftyla. The Three-toed Plover. 
It is of the fize of a Pigeon. 

29. Charadrius Himantopus^ The Autumnal 

Dotterell. 

This bird comes to Egypt, in the month of Oc- 
tober, and is found in the lakes. 

30. Charadrius alexandrinus ™. The Alexandrian 

Dotterell. 

It is df the fize of a Lark ; I found it the 24th 
of May, 1750, in the channel, v^hich leads the water 
of the Nile to Alexandria. It feeds on infefts. 

31. Charadrius acgyptius". The Egyptian Dot- 

terell. 

It is found in the plains of Egypt, feeding on 
infefts. 

1 Lin. Syft. Nat. P. i ; i . N. lo. « P, 150. N. 3. ° P. i ^o. N. 5. 

O 4 32. Charadrius 
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32. CharadriusKervano. The Oriental Dotterdl* 

• 

This bird is of the fize of a Crow, and is met 
Isrith in lower Egypt, in the Acacia groves, near 
the villages Abuiir and Sackhara, near the Sepul* 
chres of the antient Egyptians, and in the defarts. 
The Arabians call it Kervan. It has a fhrill voice, 
fomewhat refembling that of the Black Wood- 
pecker (Pirus martins), which it raifes and lowers 
fuccejQIiveTy, uttering agreeable notes. The Turks 
and Egyptians value it much, if they can get it 
alive, and keep it in a page for the fake of its fing- 
ing. Its flefh is hard, and of a very good tafte, in- 
clined to aromatic. It is a very voracious bird, 
catching and devouring Rats and Mice (Glires), 
which abound in Egypt. It feldom drinks, and, 
when taken young, and kept in a cage in Egypt, 
they give it no water for feveral months, but feed 
it with frelh meat, macerated in water, which it de- 
vours very voradoufly. It is found in defarts, and 
is therefore accuftomed to be without water. I 
kept one of thefe birds alive in Egypt two months, 
and then fent it to Smyrna. 

33. Charadrius fpinofusP. The armed Dotterell, 

It is of the fize of a Dove : the French call it 
Dominicanus, from the .refembla.nce it. bears the 
drefs of a Dominican Monk; as it has a black neck, 
but the iides of it are white. 

34. Fulica atra^. The Coot, 

«* Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 151. N. 9. pp. 151. N. 11. 9 P. 152. 

35. Anas 
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35. Anas xl^iqai^tica grifca, roftro apice piano lato 
rotundato. T^e Damiappk DucL 

It is of the fizc of the common Duck. It is found 
near the fea coafU of Egypt, and is yery common 
in the Mediterranean ; but particularly in the Bay 
near Damiata, and between Alexandria and Ro- 
fetta; near the harbour Bichie, .where they arc 
caught with nets alive. 

3(f. Anax nilotica. The Duck of the Nile. 

The neck and upper part of the head are white, 
with grey fpots^ an4 a grey line runs lengthways 
behind the eyes ; the breaft is greyifh, with black- 
ftripes running acrofs it ; the belly and thighs are 
of the fame colour, but at the fides pf the belly arc 
(bme grey oblong ftripes. It is met with wild ip 
Upper Egypt, and no where elfe, if not perhaps ii^ 
the Red Sea. The Arabians call it Bah. It is ea- 
fily tamed, auql is kept in Egypt with the .co^unoJJ 
Geefe. 



3 7. Mergus Albellus '. The White Nun. 

I HAD this brought from the iiland Tinus: i(t 
lives in the North during the fummer months. 

38. Larusfmyrnenfis. The Smyrpa Gull. 

The upper parts of the beak, head, neck, back, 
•wings and tail, are black, but the lower parts are 
white ; the membraae of the toes, and the inward 

' Ub, Syft. N^t^P. 129. N, 4. 
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toes, are white, but the outward toe is black ; the 
infide of the legs is, white, and the outfide black. 
This was caught in the harbour of Smyrna. 

39. Larus canefcens '. The Grey GuIL 

I SAW this bird on the 26th of February, near the 
Nile, and fuppofe it came from the Mediterranean. 

40. Sterna nigricans. The Black Sea Swallow. 

41. Sterna nilotica. The Egyptian Sea Swallow. 

The beak of this bird is black; the head and 
neck are greyifh above, with fmall black fpots ; the 
part round the eyes is black, fpotted with white ; 
the back, wings, and tail, are grey ; the belly, and 
under part of the neck, are white ; the feet red, 
and tobs black. It is of the Tize of a Dove, and is 
found in the Nile. The Arabs call it Abunures. 
It bears a great refemblance to a Gull ; the lower 
part of the beak is fomewhat thick, but being flrait 
alfo, proves it to belong to this genus. This bird 
comes in great flocks to Trajan's canal (which runs 
near Cairo) in the beginning of January, and fecks 
its food in the mud left by the Nile. It hunts, ef- 
pecially for infefts without wings (Aptera), fmall 
filh and filth; it is therefore of great fervice to 
Egypt. 

» 
42. Numida Meleagris ^ The Guinea Hen. 

I HAD this bird from Nubia, whence the Nubian 
merchants bring it for fale to Cairo, with Monkeys 

' Lin. Syft, Nat. P. 1 36. N. 2. * Linn. Mtif. Regis, torn. 2. p. 27. 

and 
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and Parrots. When it raifes its voice, it makes a An- 
gular creaking found, eafier to be imagined than de- 
fcribed, fomewhat refembling the cackling of a hen, 
but more fonorous : there is a peculiarity in it which 
almoft penetrates the brain, and afFe6ls the head in 
a manner not to be defcribed; this, at leaft, has 
happened to me. I never heard it make this lou4 
noife but in the morning ; but its conflant noife is 
like a Turkey Hen. It chufes high places to fleep 
in, as Hens do: it Is brought up tame in Nubia, 
;and other places of Africa, as well as America, 
where it is very familiar, and feeds with other 
poultry. It is as pretty a bird as one would wifh to 
fee, and is certainly the third bird in beauty, after 
the Peacock and Humming bird : it does not, it is 
true, dazzle the eye with gaudy colours ; but its ele- 
,gant fliape, and the regular difpofition of the fpots, 
make it appear perfeftly handfome. 

43. Tetrao orientalis ^. The Oriental Partridge. 

It is of the fize of the common Partridge, and is 
found in the groves and woods of Natolia, It is 
taken in the winter. 

44. Tetrao Coturnix ^. The Quail. Tetrao Ifrael- 

itarura. HafTelquift. 

It is of the fize of a Turtle Dove : I have met 
with it in the wildemefs of Palceftine, near the 
ihores of the Dead Sea and Jordan, between Jordan 
and Jericho, and in the defarts of Arabia Petrsea. If 
the food of the Ifraelites in the defarts was a bird, 

» Lin.Syft.Nat. P. i6u N. 12. ^ p, j6i. N. 13. 
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this is certainly it, being fo common in the places 
through which they paffed. 

I HAVE feen a fpecies of Partridge, very common 
^hout the pyramids of Egypt, and in the defarts. 
It is of a greyifli colour, and lefs than our commpn 
Partridge. This ought certainly to obtain a place 
^mongft the birds mentioned in the Scripture^, 
The Arabians call it Katta. An Selaw ? 

45. Colijmb^ domeilica >• The Pigeon. 

I HAD three very Angular and fine varieties of 
this fpecies at Cairo, 175 1. 

I • Columba area oculorum lata nud^ rugofa pallid/^ 

fanguinea. 

A PIGEON, which hath the circle round the eyes 
broad, naked, • wrinkled, and of a flclh colour. 
This comes from Arabia. 

2. Columba crifpa. 

This bird is of the fize of the common Pigeon ; 
the pinions, or upper part of the wings, are covered 
with fmall ereft curFd feathers, fomewhat like the 
petals of a flower. It is quite white ; I have been 
informed, that it is likewife found of a black co- 
Jour ; but I never faw one of them. It is brought 
from India. 

3. Columba arabica tremula. The Fan-tail Pi- 
geon. 

It is of the fize of a common Pigeon ; it carries 
its neck very far back, and its head is in conftant 

« Lin. Syil. Nat. P. 162. N. 1. 

tremulation ; 
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tremulation ; the breaft is very cotivex, and projea^ 
far out, efpecially in the female. I had it brought 
from Arabia Felix to Cairo. The head, belly, 
wings, throat, and upper part of the neck, were 
quite white, and a white fafcia in the middle of the 
back ; the flioulders, back, and under part of the 
neck, were of a fliiiiitig changeable purple ; this is 
the colour moft common to this variety, yet I have 
feen others of a different colour, but of the fame 
form and fize. It is the moft elegant and beautiful 
variety of all hitherto known ; its pofition, when it 
walks, is very panicular, for it elevates one half of 
the body, viz. the breaft, and part of the belly ; 
but the female does this in a greater degree than 
the male. The common Pigeon is by the Arabians 
called Haram; the Turtle Dove they call Jamaraj 
the Ring Dove Jofie. The latter of thefe migrates 
at Cairo; it lives in the holes of the adjacent 
houfes, from the filling of the canal of Trajan until 
it is dry ; but is not feen during the reftiaining part ' 
of the year. The common Pigeon builds her nefts 
in the following manner : the male gjathers ftraw, 
&c. and carries it to the fitting female ; but he gives 
it to her in. a very peculiar manner, leaning his neck 
over hers, fo that flie receives the materials fronl 
the oppofite fide, and lays them ulider her belly, 
building a round neft. It was in this manner, the 
firft variety of the Pigeons, here defcrlbed, pro- 
ceeded in building its neft. I had it for foine time 
in Cairo. 

46. Alauda hifpanica. The Spanifli Lark. 

I SAW this in the Mediterranean, coming from 
the Spanilh fhore, the i8th of November, 1749, 

and 
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and gaye an account of it m that part of my 
journal 

47. Sturnus yulgarisT. The Starling. 

It comes toEgypt in the winter, from the Southern 
parts of Europe, France and Italyr 

48. Emberiza meHteniia. The Eaftern Bunting. 

I SAW it in the Mediterranean, coming on board 
from Malta, and then dcfcribed it.. 

49, Emberiza africana'. The African Bunting* 

It came on board the firft of November, 1 74^* 
from Africa ; I then defcribed it in my jouiinaU 

50. Motacilla (yvica) corpore fufeo viridifcentc, 
peftore ferrugineo. The Wagtail from Yvica.^ 

It was caught on board the (Iiip the 1 8th of 
OAober, i749> and came from the ifland Yvica. 

51. Motacilla corpore ex fufco viridifcente^ pe6lore 

ferruginea The Red-breafled Wagtatk 

I SAW at in the Mediterranean, near the Spaniik 
Ihore, whence it had come on board the 15th of Oc- 
tober, 1749, and hare already defcribed it in my 
journal. 

y, Lin. Syft^ Nat. P. 167. N. i. » P. 174. N, 20. 

52. Motacilla 
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52. Motacilla Hifpanica. The Spanifh Wagtail. 

It came on board the 15th of Oftober, i749f 
from the Spanilh Ihore. It feeds on flies. 



The Arrival of Migrating Birds in 
Egypt, obferved in the year 1750. 

T N the months of September and Oftober, at the 
end of the former, and beginning of the latter, I 
have obfervcd the wading birds called Grallae. 

Ardea Grus • (Crane) from Greece and Turkey. 

I KNOW not whence this bird came. The Egyp- 
tians tell me, that it is an inhabitant of Eigypt, and 
that it is met with in the Southern parts of the king* 
dom in fummer, biit comes to Lower Egypt in au* 
tumn. If this is true, it differs from the nature of 
other, birds, which gp from the North to the South 
at that time ; but this, on account of food, comes 
to the North. The bird of this kind, which I de- 
fcribed at Smyrna, was brought from Greece, ac- 
cording to the accounts of the Turks : but how can 
this agree with the relation of the Egyptians? 

Tringa autumnalis. The autumnal Plover. 

Tringa segyptia. The Egyptian Plover. 

Tringa Vanellus^. The Baftard Plover. 

' It comes in great numbers in the beginning of 
pftober, and remains all the winter. I faw it about 

* Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 141. N. z. ^ P. 148. N. 2. 

Cairo 
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Cairo the 15th of December, 1750, where it is 
efteemed good eating. 

Several other fpecies of Plovers, which I have 
already defcribed. 

Pelccanus Onocrotalas ^. The Pelecan. 

This bird comes to Egypt in the middle of Sep- 
tember. In flying, they form an acute angle, like 
the' common wild Geefe, when they migrate. In the 
fummer they inhabit the Black Sea, and coafts of 
Greece ; and, in their migration, remain for a few 
days near Smyrna, and the other parts of the coafts 
of Natolia, but never ftray far from the continent: 
they fly very high. Some of them remain at Da- 
miata, and in the iflands of the Delta, in the Me- 
diterranean, but the greateft part goes to Egypt. 

The Motacilla Ficedula arrives in September. 

The Alandje (Larks) Fringilla Carduelis (Gold- 
finch) and domeftica, with feveral others of the Spar- 
row tribe (Pafleres Linneei), remain all the year. 

NOVEMBER. 

In this month all forts of water fowl abound in 
the places lately overflowed by the Nile; for here 
they find plenty of fmall frogs for food : they re- 
main till near the end of the fpring, and come, per- 
haps, from Europe ; nor are they, at this time, left 
numerous in Natolia and the iflands. 

Anas Bofchas ^. The Duck. 

This appeared on the tables about the beginning 
of this month ; they are flibt, but in no great plenty. 

« Lin. 9yft. Nad. P. 1 3 2. N. i . ^ Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 1 1 7. N. 34. 

Anag 
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Anas Penelope «. The Wigeon- 

This kind was btdiight alive in great numbers^ 
sibout the middle and lattdr etid df this month : they 
are caught in nets at night, juft before the water is 
entirely returned or dried up* 

MARCH. 
Tetrao Coturnix ^. The QuaiL 

An amazing number of thefe birds come 16 
Egypt at this time ; for in this month the wheat 
ripens. They conceal themfelves amongft the corDi 
but the Egyptians know extremely well that there 
are thieves in their grounds ; and when they ima* 
gine the field to be full of them, they fpread a net 
over the com, and furround the field, at the fame 
time making a noife, by which the birds are fright*- 
ened, and endeavouring to rife, are caught in the 
net in great numbers, and make a vaoA delicate and 
agreeable di(h. 

In December and January, 1749^ I fawTringae, 
Charadrii, and other migrating birds, of the genus 
of Scolgpax, fuch as Woodcocks, &c. at Smyrna i 
I afterwards faw in the following year, 1750, at 
the fame time of the year, fome of the &me 
kind of birds in Egypt. Hence we fee, that 
migrating birds are not at all obliged to go to the 
fame climate or country ; but it is fu^icieat for them 
to find a place where the air is temperate, and food 
in plenty, in which they may winter ; neither do 
thofe which winter in Egypt, come from the fame 
places as thofe that winter in Natolia; for Ihave 
found by^ experience^ that birds go in a direft Une 
from North to South, and never take their courfe 

^ Iin» Syft» Nat, P. lz6. »4. * Lin* Syft. N«t ?• x6i» N. 1 j» 

P from 
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from Eaft to Weft, or Weft to Eaft.^ Hence it feems 
probablci that thofe which winter in Natolia, come 
from the borders of Mufcovy, Tartary, &c. and 
thofc which winter in Egypt, from the oppofite 
parts of Greece and Southern Europe, 



The Birds of Damiata in Egypt, 175 !• 

Fulica atra. The Coot. 

Ana« grifea mediocris, roftro apicc piano lato ro- 

tundato. The grey Duck. 

Felecanus Onocrotalus. 

T^ HE Pelecan, I faw at Damiata, was quite* white ; 
and that I few at Smyrna was of a greyifh, or 
dark colour. The inhabitants of Damiata make a 
teffel out of the upper part of the beak, with which 
tliey lade the water out of their boats. 

Anas Cygnus s. The Swan. 
I SAW this on the coaft of Damiata, near Egypt, 

Poulle de Ris of the French. 

This is of the Hen tribe (Ordo Gallinaccus 
liinnasi.) Corolla coccinca, reflexa in vertice. It is 
plentiful in the fields, during the growth of the 
Rice. The feafon was not. yet come, in which it 
miglit be procured ; for about this time thefe birds 

« Lin. Syft. Nat P. 1.22. N. 1. 

arc 
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are fcattered over the defarts, and hatch their 
young. They coma in May, aad the foUowine 
months, taking up their quarters in the Rice fieldf 
^tmg the valuable food wWch nature defigned f6r 






The Animals wJiidi I faw in the 

Holy Land. 

<^u ABil ir PE D E s. 

I. Hyftria criftata. The Porcupine. 
IN the moHm of temptation near Jordan. 

2. Canis aureus, the Jackcall." Chical of 'the 

turks, 

Ijj the hedges near Jaffa. 

3- Canig Vulpes. The Fox, 

In the vineyards-near Bethlehem and PhUift^a in 
great plenfy. *"u ruumwa, m 

4- Capra Gervicapre. The Roi* Goat. 
In mount Thabor. 

« 

5- Ccrvus Dama. Fallow Deer. 
■ In motiat ITiabori 

^2 BIRDS. 
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6. Vultur Fercnopterns. The Egyptian Vulture. 
Neak Jerufalem. ' 

7. Falco Gentilis. The Faloxi. 
With the Arabs. 

8. Falco Tinnunculus* Keltrell. 
In the mountains near Nazareth. 

9. Vultur. A Vultuft 
Near Cana in Galilee*. 

« 

10. Corvus Monedula. The Jackdaw. 
In numbers in the oak woods near Galilee. 

II. Picusmidis. The Green Wood Spite. 
At the fame place. 

1 2. Merops Apiafter. The Bee-catcher. 

In the groves and plains between Acra and 
Nazareth. 

1 3. MotaciUa Lufcinia. Nightingale* 

Amongst the willows at Jordan, and Oltve-trees 
of Judea. 

14. Alauda arYen&. The Field Lark* 

Etert where. 

15. Fringilla 
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15. FringillaCardaelis. GoldfinciL 
Ii^ the gardens near Nazareth. 

16. Tetrao rufus. The Red Partridge. ^ 

1 7. Tetrao Ifraelitarum. The Quail of the Ifraelites. 
In the defarts near the Dead Sea. 

1 8. Tetrao Coturnix. The Quail. 
In Galilee. . 

' 19^ ColumbaTurtur. The Turtle Dove. 

20. Golumba Palumbus. Ring Dove. 
In Galilee. 
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53. Lacerta crocodilus. Tlie Crocodile. 

54. Laceria chamieleon. The Chamasleoa 

55. Lacerta ftcUio. The Lizard Stellio. 

56. Lacerta aegyptia. The Egyptko Lizard. 

57. Lacerta gecko. The Lizard Gecko. 

58. Lacerta fcincus. The Seine. 

59. Lacerta nilotica. The Lizard of the Nile. 

60. Coluber vipera. The Viper of the Shops. 

61. Coluber ceraftes. The horned Viper. 

62. Coluber haje. The Viper Haje. 

63. Colubri duse fpccies. Two Species of Vipers, 

64. Anguis jaculus. The Snake Jaculus. 

65. Anguis colubrina. The Viper Snake. 

66. Anguis ceraftes. The horucd Snake. 

Lacerta Crocodilus*. The Crocodile. 

THE Crocodile fwallows ftones to aflift digeftion, 
after the manner of feed-eating birds, which 
commit to the ftomach the Xvork of maftication, as 

« 

* Linn. Sylleni. Nat. Pag. 200. No. i. 

.well 
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Well as coQCoAion, being deftitute of the inftrdments 
adapted to that purpofe. 

The Egyptiaos fay that bis excrements do not pafs 
through the anus .* this feemstoT>e confirmed by the 
ftrufture of the gut, which is near the Pylorus ; for it 
<!annot eafily be conceived^ that excrements fliould 
pafs thro' fo narrow a paiFage, feeraingly deftined fot 
the Conveyance of the Chyle only; but the ftrufture 
of the parts, and the Gut being f6 near the Pylorus^ 
Ceem to indicate that the excrements pafs throngh it 
into the Vemriclc, and are Vomited up. The inha^ 
bitants above Cairo fay, they fee this daily, and ob- 
ferve that the Crocodile is obliged to come on fhore 
as often as be has ocdafion to eafe himfelf* There 
is a Folliculus, of the bignefs of a Hazel nut, under 
the fhoulders of the old Oocodiles : this contains a 
thick matter, which fmells like mufk. The Egyp* 
tians are very anxious to get this when they kill a 
'Crocodile, being a perfume much efteemed by the 
grandees. I did not find one in any I differed. 
When the male copulates with the female, he turns 
her with his fnout on her back. 

The> eggs of the Crocodile are larger than a 
Hen's egg, but not fo large as that of a Goofe, be- 
ing covered with a hard cruft, of a rugged furf ace, 
and a cloudy white colour : thefe were taken out of 
a female 30 feet long. 

The Egyptians ufe the fat againft the Rheuma- 
tifm, and ftillhefs of the tendons, efteeming it a pow- 
erful remedy outwardly applied. • 

They fay the gall is good for the eyes: they 
make ufe of it as .a certain remedy for ban^miefs in 
women, taking about fiKd^ins internally, and out- 
wardly they apply a Pell|Ppii-.ide of cotton, and the 
gall of a Crocodile- 

P 4 •' The 
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TiTE €yes of the Crocodile are the befl Aphro» 
difiac of any known by the Arabs, who prefer it to 
all coofedion$ of Dia-fatyrii, Hyacinth!, &c and 
even to Amber-greafe, 

The Crocodile does inexprdHble mifchief to the 
common people of Upper £gypt» often killing and 
devour ing wpm^q who come tp the river to fetch 
water, and children playing on the fhorc, or fwim- 
ing in t)ie riv^r. (p the ftqmach of otie dtfleded 
l>efore the {Ingliih Cpnful, Mr. Barton^ they found 
the bones of the legs and ^rma of a womaut with 
the rings which they we^r in Egypt for ornaments: 

He breaks the pets of the fimermeui if they come 
in hi? way» and they are often expofed to greak 
danger. I fpund a fiiliing hook in the palate *pf the 
Crocodile which I diiTeJled, ^ 

Job* iii c. iy.v. 20, aiketh, ^ Can a man draw up 
the Leviathan (Crocodile ?)" And anfwers it in the 
negative ; for it ^as kt)Own even in his time» xh^t 
this animal pofTefTed the art pf deflroyiag the hooks 
and other utenfils of fiihermen. 

I TOOK this defcription at Cairo from one alive^ 
the 30th of January, 1751, 

i.iNNvEu s hath giyen a defcription of the external 
parts of this creature, in the firft volume of. hia 
Amocnitate; Academ. p. 1 2 2, 

54. Laccrta Ch^m^spleon * • The Chamseleon, 

I FOUND the remains of various infcfts in its 
ilomach, viz, Tipulac, Coccipnellap and Butterflies. 
} faw part of an eqtire ear of Barley in the excrcn 
ments, >vhich is very fmi^r. I eould not find the 
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This animal is very iuDJeft to the Jaundice, tft 
ptcially il it l^ made angry > it feldpn^ changes ua- 
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kfs It is made angry, from black to a tcflaw, or 
greenifti colour, that of its gall; which laft, being ' 
tranfmittcd into the blood, appears very plain, as the 
mufcles of the Chamasleon are very thln^ and the 
/kin tranfparent or pellucid. 

This Lizard, of which the ancients have related 
fo many -true and fabulous ftories, and which i$ 
known to all writers in Natural hiftory, under the 
compound name of Chameleo, I procured alive about 
this time, when the fpring had induced it to leave 
the retreat wherein it had paffed the winter, THis 
elegant creature is frequently found in the neighr 
boorhc^xl of Smyrna, particularly near the village 
Sedizeud ; h^re it climbs the trees, and . ruw 
^mongft the ftpnes. The people of the. country 
lold me that it lived in hollow trees ; I have not 
been an eye wftnefs of this, but have often feen 
it climb on the branches of the Olive-tree^ 
Plane, &c. Every out knows the qualities attri- 
buted to .this animal ; that it changes colour^ and 
lives on air, without- requiring other food. 

I DID not fail making all the enquiry I could con- 
cerning its nature, in a -place where it is fo fre* 
quemly found. The inhabitants told me that it 
; would affume the cobur of a piece of cloth, or other 
painted or coloured fubftance, which might be put 
before it. Some have affured me that it live$ 
only on air, but others have told me that they have 
ieen it catching a fort of very fmall flies. 

I wii,L now relate what I obfervcd myfelf, in one 
I kept alive a conCderablc time; and firft concernin) 
the cplour. I could never obfervc that it aflumec 
the colour of any paijjtcd objeft prefcnted to its 
view, though I have made many experiments, with 
jiiU kinds of colours, on diiferent things, Flowers, 
Qgth, F^iptings, ' $cc. Its natural colour is iron- 
grey, 
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xaal is very fingular, as it exhales from the Lobtifi 
of the toes. The animal feeks all places and things 
impregnated with fea fait, and paf&ng over them 
feveral times, leaves this very noxious poifon behind 
it. In July, 1750, I faw two women and a girl, in 
Cairo, at the point of death, from eating cheefe 
new faked, bought in the market, and on which 
this animal had dropt its poifon. Once at Cairo, I 
had an opportunity of obferving how acrid the ex« 
halations of the toes of this animal are^ as it ran 
over the hand of a man who endeavoured to catch 
it; there immediately rofe litde puftules over all 
thofe parts the animal had touched; thefe werfe 
red, inflamed, and fmarted a litde, greatly refem* 
bling thofe occaiioned by the flinging of nettles. It 
emits an odd found, efpecially in the night, from its 

throat, not unlike that of a frog. 

* 

58. LacertaScincus^ The Seine. 

This is found in Fetrsea Arabia near the Red Sea, 
and in Upper Egypt, near the Nile. It is much 
ufed by the inhabitants of the Eafl as an aphrodi- 
fiacum, but not at this time by the Europeans, The 
ileih of the annnal is given in powder, with fome 
Simulating vehicle ; broth made of the recent flefh, 
is likewife ufed by the Arabs. It is brought from 
Upper Egypt and Arabia, tb Alexandria, whence it 
is carried to Venice and Marfeilles, and from thence 
to all the apothecaries ihops of Europe. It has been 
an error, common to almoft all authors, to imagine 
the Sciqcus to be a fifh. 

^ Lin. Syft.Nat. P. soj. N. ss. 

$^0 Lacerti 
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59. Lacerta (nilotica) canda tereti longa, corporc 
toto glabro, fquamis angulo obtufo notatis. The 
Lizard of the Nile. 

This is mec with in the moid places of Egypt; 
Dear. the Nile. The Egyptians fay» that this Lizard 
piroceedi frtmi the eggs of the Crocodile hatched in 
iht fand» bttt that the Crocodile proceeds from thofe 
which are laid in the water. I need not add» that 
this is in every refpe^l faife. 

60. Coluber Vipcra «♦ The Viper of the Shops. 

It is found in Egypt, and affords all thofe prepa* 
rations which are to be had in the ihops : Sal Vi- 
perse, Viperarum caro exficcata, Trochifci yiperini^ 
are prepared from this Viper, fufficient for the in** 
habitants, and for Europe. A confiderable quan» 
tity is yearly carried to Venice, to make treacle; 
and this is the true Viper of the Shops. 

6i. Ccjuber Ceraftes ^. The horned Viper. 
It is a native of Egypt. 

6t. Coluber Hajc*. The Viper Haje. 

r 

Th£ Arabs call it Haje. It is found in Egypt. 
When angry, it blows up its throat and neck to four 
limes the fize of its body. 

5 lAn. Sy!t. Nat. P. zj6. > P. 217. * P. ^25. 

63, Ifaw 
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6^ I faw two fpedes of Vipers at Cyprus 

1. Out is called Afpic ; of this they relate : 

(a) That it contains the moft fubtile poifon, kill- 
hag within a few hours, with a univerfal Gangraene. 

(b) That it changes its colour to that of the 
ground on which it lieSf ufing this faculty as a ftra*- 
tagenou the better to enable it to feize its prey. 

2. Of the other they iay r 

(a) That it is at enmity with the firft, and 
kills It 

^b) That one devours others of its own fpecies. 

(c) That it feizes on Larks, Sparrows, and other 
birds, with an incredible agility, whilil they are at 
rtHf devouring them entire ; and this I have myfelf 
feen. 

($4. Anguis jaculus K The Snake Jaculus. 
6 $4 Anguis fcolubrina^ The Viper Snake. 

66. Anguis ceraftes"*/ The homed Snake. 
These three arc all met with in Egypt. 

« Lin.Syd. Nat P. ui ' P. U%, »» P. a«8. 
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67, Muraena anguilla *. The Eel, 

68. Echeticis oeudrates ^, Sucking fifb. 

Alexandria. The Arabs call it Cbamd or Fcrr- 
hun : it is very rare in thefe waters, 

m 

.69. Gobius paganellns*. Gudgeon^ 
Harbour of Smyrna, 

70. Scorpaena porcus ^, 
Harjbour of Smyrna, 

71. Cha3to4on nigrcfcens *♦ . 
^ THRRedSea. 

' 72, Sparus mormyrus ^ 
Hahboxjr of Smyrna, 

•* P. 266. N. I. • P. 274.N. g. 'f . 2«i. N. 20. 4 

73. Sparns 



1 
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73« Sparus aurata s. Gilt Head^ 
Smyrnai 

74* Spartis orientalise 
Smyrna, 

75. Spams niloticus. 
Nile* The inhabitants call it Giralle. 

J 6. Sparus galilacus ^. 
Lake Genazereth in Galilee. 

77. Labrus Pavo** 
The Mediterranean, on the coafls of Syria. 

7 8. Labrus niloticus ^. 

This is the beft fifli of the Nile. The Arabs 

CaU it Bulci« 

* 

79. Labrus orientalis. 
Smyrna. 

80. Scisena umbra K 

The Mediterranean fea^ near Damiata. The 
Arabs call it Schifsctu 

81. Perca aegyptla. ^Egyptian Perch. 

The Mediterranean and Egypt. The Arabs 
call it Charms. 

« lin.Syft.Nat. P. 277. N. I. ^ P. aBz.N. tz. * P. 283. N. 8. 
kP. i86,N. 24. 'P;289.R4» 

82. Pcrca 



82. Perca nilooca ■». TUx "Pcttk oit the Nile. 

The Nile, near and alxJve Cairo, the Arabs 
tail it Kefchr : the French, whd dwell in Egypt 
Variolei The flefli has a (weet and exqtiiCte fla- 
vour, and is not hard, but toy white* It is cme of 
the beftfiOtes of the Nile j and as it is of thd largefl: 
«ze inEgypti it adorns a table, if brought on it en- 
tire, atd well '^"'"* 




83. Pcrca LudL The Damiatic Perch* 
t)anuatai The Jtcabs call it Lutk 

B^i Sconib^r TVachurus «"i 
Thje Mjcditefraaeaa fca ; Smyrncu 

85. Gafteroftcus Duftor*. 
The Mediterranean; 

8^. SilvBT® Glariasfi 

It lives in the Nile, and is called Scheilaii by the 
At^ajjsi if It pricks any one with the bone of the 
breaft in^ k is dangerous, being poifofloiis. I ha?c 
fccn the ccfoft of a Swcdifh merchant-fliip die of 
the prick of this fiih* 

87* Sllurus anguillaris 1, 

^ 88# Silurps 
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' 88. Silurtis Myftus '• 
The Nile, near Cairo.. 

89. Salmo niloticus •. The Salmon of the Nile. 

The Nile, near Cairo. This fiih frequently 
weighs I oolb. The Arabs call it Nefafch. The 
flefh IS fweet, and one of the befl in the Nile. 

90. Atherina Hepfetus '. 

The harbour of Smyrna. The Turks call it 
Jumifch baluk, i. e. Silver fiiL 

. 91. Mugil Cephalus". The Mullet. 

The Mediterranean Seaj Smyrna; Nile. The 
Arabs call it Buri. 

92. Clupea Alofa ^. A kind of Herring.. 

The Mediterranean Sea at Smyrna, and in the 
Nile neap Rofetia. This fOh goes up almoft as high 
as Cairo, in December and January: they fill it 
with wild Marjoram, and fry it, wlicn it almoft in- 
toxicates the eaters. The French call it Sardaiiie ; 
the Arabs at Cairo, Sagboga. This fiih eats tery 
well, efpecially if fried in oUve oil, or butter. 

93. Cyprinus orientalis. 

94. Cyprinus niloticus *. 
The Nile. 

» Uto/Syft. Nat. P. 305. N. 4. • P. 312. N. tz. < P. 315. i- 
■P. 316. N.I, ''P. 318. N. 13. «P. 332. N.9. 

95* Cyprinui 
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95* Cypriiius-DentexT. 

The Nile. The Arabs call it Kalb El Bar, I c- 
Sea Dog. 

9 (J, Mdrmyfus anguilloidcs ^. 
The Nife. The Arabs call it Cafchive» • 

97- Tetraodon (Fahaka) corporc tcrctuifculo, abdo- 
mine inflato utrinque aculeato, infra anum glabro; 

' The Nile^ about Cairo, where it hath been 
' found but of late, and never known in former times, 
accprdiDg to the inhabitants. It came, perhaps, 
from the . Mediterranean. The Arabs call it Fa- 
haka, and fay that it grow^ to a prodigious fize. 
^ When. it is jufl caught, -it pricks the Ikin, if it is 
taken in the bare hands, and produces fmall puftules, 
in the faine manner, as nettles. This I have been 
told by fifliermen ; Who likewife informed me, that 
the fieih is a fudden poifon. I have never had an 
opportunity of trying it. 

98. Syngnathus marinus. 
r Lin. «yft. Na^f f . jaS. N* zi. * ?. $27. N. z. 
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99, Scarabseus Ceratonia?. The Beetle of tke 
Carob-trce, 

00. Curculio Cypri. The Wcevcl frdm Cyprus. 

01. Meloe CichoriL The BUftering Sly of the 

Ancients. 

02. Cerambyx fmyrneiilis. The Capricdtn Beetle 

frcMn Smyrna. 

03. Grylius arabicus. The Locuft from Arat>ia. 

04. Sphinx Atropios. 

05. PhaUena ficns. The Moth of the fig-trtc* 

06. Phalasna. 

07. Fhala^na amygdali fruQus. The Moth of the 

Almond. 

08. Pkal^na Mori. The Silk Wcmu 

09. Panorpa G)a. 

10. Cynips Pfenes. The Gall Fly of the Fig. 

11. Cynips Sycomori. The Gall Fly of the 

Sycamore. 

12. Cynips «gypti. The Egyptian Gall Fly. 

13. Tenthredo fodomitica. 

14. Tenthredo daftyli. 

15. Ichneumon natolia^ 

1 6. Ichneumon vitis. 

17. Apis mellifenu The Bee. 

iiS» Cule» 
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1 18. Culex cjrpri. The Gnat of Cyprus. 

119. Culex aegTpti. , The Gnat of Egypt. 

12 p. Mufca buphthahni. The FJy of the O*- 

Eye. 
121. Acarus citri. 
•12 2. Acarus teftudinis. 

123. Aranea galitea. The Spider of Galilee. 
X 24. Aranea vitis. The Spider of the Vine. 

125. Aranea Coa. The Spider of Coa* 

126. Cancer curfor. The Kunning Crab. 

jpp. Scarabasns ceratonia?*. The Beetle of the 

Carob-tree. 



I 



FOUND this at Cain>, fieeding on the leavei 
of the Carol^^trpe. 



IQP. Cqrculio (Cypri) mediocriSy fufcus,.linea lon- 
gitudiQali atra in d^H'fo. The Weipvet pf Cyprus. 

This I catched at Cyprus* 

1 01. Meloe cichprii K The Bliftering Fly of the 

Ancients. 

This liTes and feeds o» the flowers of Succory. 

>P2, Cer^mby;^ fmymcqfis. The Capricorn Bectlf 

Qf Smyrna. 

I FouNP this at Smyrna, in the burying place of 
«he Jews, 

J 03, Gryllus arabicus. The Arabian Locufts. 
• Im, Sjrft N«.P. 353. N. 57. «» P. 419. N. 5. 

<^3 The 
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The ufe of Locusts for Food in 

Arabia. 



T\URING my ft ay inEgvpt,! ufed every means 
to learn whether Locuits are to this day eaten, 
cither in this or the neighbouring countries. I was 
the more folicitous to be informed of this, as I thought 
the aofwer would determine what St. John lived on 
in the defart. Whether the axf/Jj? of this holy man 
are Locufts, according to the literal fenfe of the 
word in all Grecian authors, or whether thefc 
dx^iiii are the fruit of fome tree, or a kind of birds* 
The firft has been the opinion of all interpreters 
of the fcripturcs, who attended only to the contents 
of them; others, who have tranflated the New- 
Teftament, were for fhewing their refined genius; 
affcrting, that St. John never eat Locufts, as they arc 
an minatural food, never ufed by any body, and not 
adapted for fuftenancc. This is the ftrongeft ar- 
gument, bv which they endeavoured to deftroy the 
true meanmg ; and this feigned unnaturalnefs, has, 
as I imagine, occafioned an alteration, where there 
needs none, and induced fome to crack their brains 
in finding for St. John other food, than what he really 
cat, during the rigorous courfe of life which he led 
in the defart. If it can be demonftrated, that Lo- 
cufts arc to this day eaten in the neighbourhood o\ 
the place where St. John dwelt, the impoffibilir|r and 
unnaturalnefs of this diet can no longer be ailerted, 
and the weakeft pcrfon will form the foUowing 
conclufion ; 

If 
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. If Locufts are to this day eaten in thofe places, 
where St. John dwelt, I cannot fee why he may not 
have lived on the fame infeft, according to the evan- 
gelic hiftory, which therefore needs no alteration. 
'Axfifig will remain what they have been, and are^ 
neither changed to birds nor fruit. 

A TRAVELLER is thc Only perfon who can learn 
whether Locufts are to this day eaten in the Eaft ; 
to accomplifh his defign, he muft either be an eye 
witnefs, or receive informations from thofe^ who 
have been on the fpot, where they could know the 
truth of it; of whofe veracity he muft be as well 
affured, as if he had feen and eat them himfelf. 
Arabia is the place where thefe informations are to 
be obtained, a country inacceflible to Europeans : it 
is therefore evident, that no European ever could, 
or perhaps fcarcely ever will, be an eye witnefs to 
the truth of this. Informations and relations there- 
fore, procured from perfons who have vifited, and 
feen the cuftoms of, the country, on which one may 
depend, are the only means we have left to come at 
the truth ; and thefe I have earneftly endeavoured to 
obtain, during my travels in Afia and Egypt. I 
have alked Franks, who have long lived in the Eaft, 
whether they ever heard that Locufts were eaten 
there ? They all anfwered in the affirmative, and 
thofe of greateft veracity I got iu Egypt (Chaffin, 
firft French interpreter in Alexandria, who had 
lived thirty years in Egypt) and Aleppo (Bonard, 
French Chancellor in Smyrna, who had long lived 
at Aleppo) being the places where fuch informa- 
tions may be ealieft obtained. I have aiked Chrif- 
tians, inhabitants of the country, Armenians, Gre- 
cians, Coptites, and Syrians, who were born here, 
and travelled in Syria, near the Red Sea and Egypt, 
if they knew whether the Arabians eat Locufts ? 

9^4 All 
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All anfweredy that they have partly feeh them tat 
tbeiDf and partly heatd it faid that they were % 
^ommoQ food ampngft the Arabians; But the in-^ 
formations I had from Greeks, who had irayelled tq 
mount Sinai* are thofe I can moft depend on ; fqr 
the Grecian church has a noted convent diere« The 
Arabians live in the places adjacei^t and near it, 
wherefore they have a gpod opportunity of inform^ 
ing themfelves of their cuiloms : I at length met 
with a perfon who gave me better ipfornutions, and 
ftronger aflurances than all the reft. This was a 
Scheck, with whom I was acquainted at Cairo ; one 
of the mod learned and mod ingenious of any 
there, who had been fix years at Mecca. Him | 
alked, ia the prefence of Mr. Le Grand, the prin- 
cipal French interpreter at Cairo ; and Mr. Fo^ir- 
mont (nephew to the learned Fourmout in Paris, 
who was fcnt hither at the expcnce of the royal 
French academy, to learn the Eaftern languages) 
whether he knew that the Arabs fed on Locufts i 
And he gave me the following anfwer: "At Mecca, 
which is fumifhcd with corn from Egypt, there 
frequently rages a famine, when there is a fcarcity 
in t^gypt. The people here are then obliged, as iri 
all other places of the world, to fupport life 
with unufual food. Locufts obtain a.f^lace then 
amongft their viftuals : they grind, them to flower, 
in their hand mills, or powder them in ftpne 
mortars: they mix this flower with water to a 
dough, and make thin cakes of it, which they bake 
like other bread, on a heated griddle ; and this 
ferves ihft^ad of bread, to fupport life, for want of 
ibmcthihg better." 1 further enquired whether the 
Arabs do not ufe Locufts, without being driven by 
neceflity ? He anfwered, that it is not uncommon to 
fee them eat Locufts/ when there is iio famine : but 

"' •• '•• • theni 
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thai they boil them a good while in water, afterr 
iwards flew them with butter, and make a fort of 
fricaffeej which, he fays, has no bad tafte, he 
jhaving tafted them, I further enquired, whether 
the Locufts of the Arabians were different from 
ihofe in Egypjt ? He anfwered, No ; and faid he 
Ibad feen none in Arabia, but thofe he had feen 
in Egypt, of larger and fmaller kinds ; that they 
take little and big, without diftindion, for this ufe; 
and that at certain feafons of the year, thefe in* 
fe£b are as common in Arabia, as they are fcarce in 
Egypt, at this time; where they, at leaft, never oc- 
ca^on a plague to the country, as they do in other 
' pla 



104. Sphinx Atropos ^ 
This i^ fometimcs found in the houfes of Caira 

;o5; Phalaena (Ficus) minima gregaria Candida. 

The Moth of the Fig-tree. 

• 

I FOUND this between Acra and Tyre, fitting on 
the Fig-trees; near the road which Alexander 
made for the paflage of his army. , 

1 06. Phalaena parva atra fubtus ferruginea. 

This I found on the mountain of Precipitation, 
near Nazareth. 

107. Phalsqna amygdali fruftus. 

It is odd, that Almonds cherifh a Moth, when 
moil other fruits nouriih a Dermcftes, Tenthredo, or 
jfome other infed. 



108. Phala?na mpri 4, The Silk Worm. 

« Lia. Syft. Nat P. 490. N. 8. ' P. aoq. N. 18. 
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The manner of breeding Silk Worms 

in Syria. 

THE eggs are laid in a warm room : the women 
often carry them, in their bofoms, or lay them be* 
tween the holders in a bed, where they are hatched ; 
and to the Worms they immediately give Mulberry 
leaves, to which they ftick faft« They eat and 
grow for forty days, all that time laying on (lages 
made of reed, in an arbour formed of boughs 
of trees. The worms arc covered once a day with 
Mulberry leaves ; and creeping upon thefe leaves, 
they feem ahnoft to cover them, by the time a hew 
layer of leaves is to be put over them. When they 
begin to change colour, the people fet up branches 
of various trees ; thefe they climb up, and begin to 
fpin. When they have left oflF fpinning, they are 
taken from their habitations; fuch as are to be 
ufed for filk, which is by much the greateft part, 
are laid in hot water, and wound on a reel ; the re- 
mainder are kept alive to' be transformed into moths, 
for preferving the breed. When the Moths arc 
come forth, the attendants fpread a black carpet in 
•the room ; on this they lay their eggs, which are pre- 
ferved in fmall bags. Thunder frequently deftroys 
the worms, and Ants are their enemies, wherefore 
they cannot be bred in Egypt. Seyde (Sidon) ex-^ 
ports yearly filk to a great value, as does alfo Tri- 
poli, The former of thefe places fends the greateft 
part to Damafcus, where they manufafture the 
beautiful watered half filks, viz- Cotton and Silk 
mixt, which are not to be equalled in any other 

4 part 



1-N, SECTS. ^35, 

part of the world. Tripoli fends moft of its (ilk to 
Europe, which the French and Englifh carry away. 
The filk which comes from Baruth, and is manu- 
fa&jroion Antiliban, is faid to ^xcel all the filks of 
Syria. 

109. PanorpaCoa^ 

This^ I found on the ifland Meteljne and Stan- 
chio (formerly Cous) in the Aithipelago.- 

1 10. Cynips Pfcncs f. Tht Gall Fly of the Fig. 

I SAW this at Smyrna. It lives in the female Figs» 
the germina of which I have obferved to be eaten by 
this infe^findingone of them in almoft every germen. 

Is this infeft the Cupid of the Fig, carrying the 
pollen to the female ? The Fig is to be confidercd as 
its gall ; it eats the germen of the figs, and does 
more* harm than good. When it is hatched, does it 
do the office of a mediator ? (Vid. Amoen. ^ad. tonu 
p. 4i.> 

III. Cynips Sycomori 8. The Gall Fly of the 

Sycamore. 

. It dwells in the fruit of the Sycj^more. 

112; Cynips jEgypti. The Gall Fly of Egypt. 

I HAVE found this in the leaves of various, trees 
in Egypt, but particularly the Sycamore. 

• Lin. Syft. Nat. P. 55a. N. 3, ' P. 554. N. 13. « P. 554. 
K 14. 

113. Tenthrcdo 



9^6 I H S E C T S; 

iig. Tenthredo fodomidca« 

I RAVE found this in the Mad Apples, near 
mount Thabor and the Dead Sea. 

1 14« Tenthredo Dadyli. 

This I found in the item of a Date tree at Xhr 
miata. 

X15. Ichneumon NatoUff. 
Katblia. 

I X 5. Ichneumon VitiiL 
I sAvt thi$ on the vine at Smyrna. 

H7, Apis melHfera\ The Common Bee. 

l^HE Clgyptian Bee-hives are very imgular in 
their kind. They ^e made of coal duft and clay^ 
which being well blended together, they form of 
the mixture a hollow cylinder, of a fpan diameter, 
and as long as they pleafe, from fix to twelve feet : 
this is dried in the fun, and becomes fo hard, that it 
may be handled at will. I faw fome thoufand of 
thefe hives, at a village between Damiata and Man- 
fbra ; they compofipd a wall round a boufe, after 
having bec6me unferviceable in the ufe they were 
firft xnade for. 

* Lin. Syft. I{aL P. 576, Ni ^7, 

?20, C«lc^ 
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1 1 8. Cule^ cfpti diinlmus fubfufcus, antainis bre- 
Tiifimis fafciculis plamoiis, alls ovatis. The Gnat 
I' ofCypruSk « 

This is aa infcft peculiar to Cyprus, and occa- 
fions great uneaiinefs, by its painful bites in the 
night; tehich leave puflules more inflamed, and 
longer Of duration, than thofe made by the commoa 
Gnat. 

Up. Oilex €i^7pti articulationibus candidis. The 

Gnat of Egypt 

Ifio. Mufca Bii{)htbalmi. The Fly of t^ie. Ox 

Eye. 

This is found in the common Ox £ye» near 
Danuata in Egypt, in great numbers. 

121. Acarus citri. 
I HAVE feen this infcA in a rotten lemon* 

122. Acarus teftudinis. 
This liy^son the Land Turtle at Smyrna. 

123. Aranea galilsea. The Spider of Galifed 

This I found near the Fountain (^ Solomon in 
Gahiee. 

1 24. Aranea vitis. The Spider of the Vine. 
This I found on the fines in Natolia. 

ia5r Araapf 
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t. Irk tiiber6£u FIoWer-de-Lucci 

84 Cornucopise cucullataou The Hord of Plenty 

Grafsr 
3« Hypecoum pfocumbens. 
4« AnagaUi$ mooelli* Pimpeitiel« 
5* Mirabilis jalappa. Marvel of Peril, 

6. Sdanum lanfhim. The Kight Shade of llgyptr 

7. Cordia myxau SebefteUr 
S. Lvcium atrunu Boxthortt. 

o. Cnenopodium segyptiacuia iEgyptian Gbofe 

Foot. 
10. Cicuta virofa* Water Hemlock* 
2 1. Linum ufitatiiUmutiL Flax. 

12. Omithogalum umbeUatum* Umbeltaced Sta^ 

ofBethlchcm, 

1 3. Aloe perfoUata. Mitre-fhaped Aloe* 

14. Lawfonia fpinofa, Alhenna« 

25. Anagyris foetida. Stinking Bean trefoIL 
2 6. Cai&a Sophera. Wild Senna^ 
1 7. ■ Fiftula. 

28. — Ketfchta. The wild Senna of Egypt^ 

29. Funica granatunt Pomegranate* 
«o. Rofie Yaric; Rofcs. 

U4 N]rmph«ai 
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2 r . Nymphxa lotus. The Egyptian Water Lilly 
2 2. Mimofa-Iebbeck. Acacia of Upper Egypt. ' 
2 3.-Miinofamlotica. Gum Arabic Acaciaf 

24. Anemone corbnaria. Wind-flower of Natolia. 

25. Clematis orientalis. Oriental Virgins Bower' 

26. Origanum aegyptiagum. Wild Marjoram of 

Egypt. y 

27. Nepcta fyriaca. Syrian Nep. 

28. Orob^nche lasvis. Broom rape. 

29. Draba verna. Common Madwort. 

3°- ^**^J"^ a^gyptiacus. Egyptian Chickling 

31. Dolichoslablab. 

32. Carthamus tinftoriuf. SalBower. 

33. Artemifia dracunculus. Tarragon. 

34. Viola odorata. Sweet-fcented Violet. 

35. Arum colocafia. Colocafia. 

36. Urtica dioica. Great Egyptian Nettle. 

37. Platanus orientalis. Oriental Plane. 

38. Momordica lufia. Balfara Apple of Egypt 

39. —^ Balfamina. Balfam Apple. 

40. Cucurbita lagenaria. The Bottle Gourd 

A.1' ■ ■■■- l!ifi»iillfi<» TXT^*^— TiiT ^1 _ 

42 

43 
44 



— CitruUus. Water Melon. - 
Cucumis fatiyus. Cucumber. 
^Melo. Melon. 

chate. The Queen of Cacumbers, or 

iMan lVri»lr«n 



Egyptian Melon. 

45. Rufcus aculeatusw Prickly Knee-holly. 

46. Ceratonia filiqua. Carbb-tree. 
47- Mufa paradifiaca. Plaintaln-tree. 

48. Ficus fycomorus. The Scripture Sycamore; 
49' Phoenix daftylifera. The Date-tree. 
50. Bryum asgypti. .^Igyptian Bryam Hofs. 
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I . Iris tuherola •. Tuberous Fbwcr-dc-Lnoc; 
2 FOUND this at {Smyrna. 

2. Cornucopiae cucuUatum ^. The Horn of Plentj 

Grafs. 

I FOUND this plant the 2 2d of March» in the 
neighbourhood of Smyrna, towards Barnaba : this 
is one of thofe which I was very deCrous of feeing. 
It is a grafsy in appearance quite different from all of 
its tribe. I was the more rejoiced to find it, as it has 
been feen and defcribcd by very few botanifts in its 
natural ftate. It is to be found in the valds round 
Smyrna, and has not been met with growing wild in 
any other place ; nor has it ever entered any bota- 
nical garden. I have defcribed it well, gathered 
the roots x>f it, and ufed all my endeavours to have 
it fent to the botanical garden at Upfal, as Pro- 
feffor Linna?us had thought proper to charge mc 
with this in particular. 

3. Hypecoum procumbens «. 

* 

This grows near the garden walls at Smymt, 
and is by the Turks called Blebleli Tchi<Jgeck. The 
Bees coU«ft much honey from the ne^arium of the 
bloffom. 

y 

4. Anagattis monelli ^. Blue Pimpernel. 
T!ms grows aboat Smyrna. . 

• Lin. Syft. Nat. P. $8. N. 19. ^ P. 79. N. i. « P. i«i. 
K» I. <* P. ziuH^i* 

5. Mirabilift 
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5. Mirabilis jalapa •. Mm vel of Peru. 

This is cultivated in the gardens and walks at 
Caira 

6. Solanum fanaum ^ The Night Shade of Egypt 

The Egyptians call it Meringam* The fruit i$ 
much eaten in Egypt 

7* Cordia myxa <• Sebeften. 

This grows in the gardens of Egypt ; the fruit 
ripens in November, and is the Sebeften of the 
(hops. 

« 

8. Lyclum afrum ^. Box Thorn. 

This grows on the banks of' the Nile near 
Cairo. 

9. Chasnopodium asgypdacum. ^gyptUn Goofc- 

foot« 

This grows in the ruibs of Alexandria, near the 
coafts or the Mediterranean Sea, and flowers in 
May. ' The Egyptians ufe it in fallads, on account 
t>f its faltifh-aromatic tafte, which is agreeable* 
Kali is poffibly made from this in other countries ; 
but here they ufe a Fig-MarigoLd (Mefembryanthe- 
mum) which likewife grows in the ruins of Alex- 
andria. 

• Lin.Syft. Nat. P. %t a. N. u ' P. stfo. N. s6. s P. ^73. N. il 

kP. 277.N. 2. 

A a 10. CS^b 
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10. Cicuta virofa». Water Hemlock. 

This grows in plenty on the banks of the I^ilo 
:ind on the coafts of the iilands. I faw it in Na- 
vcmber, 1750, growing on an ifland, oppofite that 
on which the Nilometer (the houfe where the 
height of the Nile is taken) (lands, and tjiough all 
the other plants on the ifland were greedily dc- 
▼ourcd by the oxen and cows, yet they never of- 
fered to touch this. I muft in this place refer toi 
the Diflbrtation de Viribus Plantar, in the firft vo- 
lume of Linn. Amocn, Acad, where I treated on the 
Marfli Hemlock and Water Hemlock. The above 
circumftance confirms what I there affcrted, and 
proves, that nature afts always confiftently with her 
own defighs. 

II. Linum ufitatifTimum ^. Flax. 

This is much cultivated in Egypt, efpecially the 
' ifland of Delta, and near Damiata. A confiderable 
-quantity is yearly exported to Venice and Leghonj. 
It is foft and good, but not better than the Euro- 
pean. They make to this day, cloth of it in 
Egypt, which is coarfe, and of little value, when 
compared to what is made in Europe; however, the 
Turks purchafe it, as dp the Europeans, aa account 
of Its cheapnefs. By what we can fee from the 
linnen wrapt round the Mummies, the famous 
linnen of the ancient Egyptians, was not better 
•thaii what is made at prefent in this country. But 
it was then the beft, its Egypt alone poflcflfed the 
art of cultivating and manufafturing Flax. The 
Egyptian liimen is, not *fo thick .as the European, 

* Lin. Sjjft. Nat. P. 336.. i. k p. 3^7. n. j. 

'2 being 
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laeiag fofter, and 0^ a loofer texture; for which 
reafon it lafts longer, and does not wear out (o foon . 
^s ours, which frequently wears out the fafter, on 
jiccount of its ftiffnefs. The common people in 
Egypt are cloathed in linnen only, dyed blqe with 
indigo; buf thofe of better fortune have a black 
cloak. over their fliirt, or linnen. Flax grows very 
high in Egypt. I have feen a ftem four foot high, .V 
and as thick as the Hem of the common Rufli. Ir 
llowers in winter. 

12. Ornithogalum umbellatum ^ Umbellated Star 

of Bethlehem. 

A ' 

J FOUND it in Smyrna. 

- • • • . » * 

13. Aloe perfoliata vera ^. Mltre-fhapecJ AIoc» 

This is a kind of fymbolick plant to the Maho- 
metans, efpedaily in Egypt, and in fome meafure 
dedicated to religion j for whoever returns from a 
Pilgrimage to Mecca, hangs this plant over his ' 
ftreet dooi:, as a token of his having performed thi? j 
holy journey. The fuperftitious Egyptians be- 
lieve, that this plant hinders evil fpints and appa- 
ritions from entering the fcoufe ; and on this ac- 
count, a perfoh who walks the ftreets in Cairo, will 
find it over the doors of Chriftians and Jews, who 
have in all ages been fond of trifles. I fcarcgfly re- 
member to have feen this cuftom any where but in 
Cairo. It is a plant very common in the gardens of 
Egypt. 

Th& Egyptians diftil a water from this plant, 
which IS fold in the apothecaries Ihops at Cairo, aijd 

f lifl. Sy&. Nat, P. 441. N. 9. a f, 458, 
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^8 recommended in cought. It is likewife giten wttli 
good fnccefe in hyfterics and afthmai* I have my felf 
feen its good ctE^ in the beginning of a jaundice, 
unaccompanied by a feten An experienced French 
chirurgeon ga?e a Coptite, forty years old, affiided 
with the jaundice, four tea-cups full of the diftilled 
water of Aloe, and cured him in four days. This h 
a remedy unknown to ovir apothecaries, but it cer- 
tainly meriu their attention ; nor is it difficult to ob^ 
tain it, as the plant might eafily be raifed in the 
Southern parts of Europe, The Arabians caU 
|i Sabbara* 

14. Lawfonia fpinofa *. The true Alfaenna. 

This plant grows in India, and in Upper and 
Lower Egypt, flowering from May to Auguft. The 
leaves are pulverized, and made into a paite with 
water : they bind this pafte on the nail$ of their 
hands and feet, keepipg it on all night. This gives 
them a deep yellpWi which is greatly admired by 
the Eaftern nations. The colour lafts for three or 
four week^i befpre there is occafion to renew it. 
The cuftom is jfo ancient in Egypt, that I have 
feen the nails pi the Mummies died in this manner. 
The powder is exported in large quantities yearlyi 
|itnd may really be reckoned a valujible commodity. 
The Arabians! call it Chcnna. The dried flowers 
afford a fragrant fmell, which wpmen whp have <:oii? 
(ceiyed cannot bear* 

• 

15. Anagyri$ fpetida ^. Stinking Beaurtrefoilf 

This grows no^ Smyrna, sm4 flowers in Jfi^ 
puary. 

^ Lin. Syft. Nit. P» 49*. *" P, kJjl N. I. 
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16. Caffia fophcra *. Caffia df Wild Senna. 

• * * 

This tree is cultivated in the gardens at Cairo, 
and by the Arabs called Sopher. 

z 7. Caffia fiftula 9. The Caffia Ftftula. 

1 HAVE ieen and described this plant in a fertile 
plain, near the canal, which teads from the Nile to 
Alexandria. There were feveral of them growing 
aihongft the Date-trees, being about twelve feet 
high, and from two to three fpans thick. It flow- 
ers in May* The Arabs call it Hearfciambar. 

• 

x8. Caflia Ketfchta. 

This plant is a native of India and Arabia, but 
is very feldom to be met with in the gardens of 
Egypt, where I faW only one tender Ihrub of it. 
I have been informed that the fruic of it is full of a 
thickifh white juice. The Arabians call it Ketfchta. 

19. Punicagranatum'. Pomegranate-tree. 

I MET with a variety of this. The ftem was 
fmaller than in the common ibrt ; the leaves greener, 
and the flower barren. The inhabitants of Cyprus 
called it Balauftia, and ihewed it me as a Angular 
tfee,' becaufe it bore no fruit, for which -they could 
not account, being ignorant of the myileries of 
nature. 

P Lin. Syft.Nftt. P. 541* N. tZi »P, 540. N. 14.. '^T. 676. 

R 4 20. Rofa 
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20. Rofa «. The Rofc. 

The Arabians call this at prefent Uard, which 
does not at all agree with the Hebrew naftie Bar- 
kanim Celjii hierobotankum 2, p. 192. Perhaps th6 
people of the Eaft have given different names to the 
different varieties, fo that the Hebrew name may 
have been formerly given to Rofa damafccna hort. 
Upf. (Rofa centifolia Linti.) but the Arabian to the 
Rofa rubra (Red Rofes) which is common in Arabia. 
At this time Uard is the name given to all the va- 
rieties in Egypt, where they are almofl: all 'to be 
had. 

Rofa gallica *. Red Rofes. 

* 

These are common in the gardens at Rofetta and 
Damiata, where they plant them for the purpofe of 
making rofe-water. This rofe bears fmall floWers, 
and thofe of no ftrong fcent; for which reafon it is 

ef no great value at Cairo* 

• . . .* 

Rofa Cinnamomea "• The Cinnamon Rofe. 

This is fomewhat fcarce. It is cultivated at Pa- 
miata and Upper Egypt for its beauty. ' / 

Rofa alba^. White Rofe. 

This is cultivated in confiderable quantities in the 
province Fajhum, of Upper Egypt^ not far from 
the Pyramids. It is of a pale colour, not quite 

» Linn. Hort. Upf. 132. i; Spec. Plant. 704. * Spec PI. 8. 
Rofa Rubra Multiplex Hort. Upf. 13. » Spec. PI. 4. Rofaodo- 
re Cinnambnic, fimpiex Hort. Upf. ^ Sp. PI. i3« Roia alba 
flore Pleno Hort. UpH 

white. 
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white, but rather inclining to red; the flower is 
double, being frequently of the fizeof a man^sfift, 
and emit the moft fragrant odour of any I have feen. 
The ihrubs live to a great age. From this fort the 
Turks and Egyptians diftil the water. An incfedf- 
ble quantity is diftilled yearly at Fajhum, and fold 
in Egypt, being exported to other countries. An 
apothecary, who kept a Ihop in the ftreet of the 
Franks, bought yearly. 15001b. (about 180 gallons) 
which he caufed to be brought to the city in copper 
veffels, lined with wax, felling it to great profit at 
Cairo. 

The Eaftern people ufe the water in a luxurious 
manner, fprinkling it on the hands, face, head, and 
cloaths, of the guefl: they mean to honour, after- 
wards perfuming them with frankincenfc, the wood 
of aloes, &c. 

21. Nymphsea Lotus *. Egyptian Water Lilly, 

This grows in vaft quantities in the plains of 
Lower Egypt, near Cairo, during the time they 
are under water. It flowers about the middle of 
3eptember, and ripens towards the latter end of 
Oftober. The Arabians call it Nuphar. 

22. Mimofa Lebbeck 7. Acacia of Upper Egypt* 

This flowers in June, growing to be a large 
tree. It is cultivated in the gardens at Cairo ; but 
I know not whether it is a native of the country. 
The Arabs call it Lebbeck. 

* Linn. Sp, Pi. P..729.N. 3. r p, 1^03. N. 22. 

23. Miinofa 
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1^ Miaioft Nilotica •. Gum Arabic Acachu 

The Arabs call it CharacL This plant, and not 
the Mimofa Senegal Linn. Spec. PL 1506. 32. as 
ttaturalifts have hitherto imagined, produces the 
Oummi Arabicum (Gum Ar22)ic) Gummi Tburis 
(Fraokiocenfe) and the Succus Acaciae. 

N* B* This fpedes, and the Mimofa Senegal, 
grow together promifcuouilY : hence it happened, 
that the Mimofa Senegal having been by chancre 
brought to Europe^ ioftead of the Mimofa Nilotica, 
and Alpinus not having diftinguifKed one from the 
other, tbe Mimofa Senegal was by all Writers in 
Botany, and Materia medica, believed to be the 
plant that produced the above-memioned gums ; but 
the true plant was only known to thdfe who culti- 
vated it in Egypt The Egyptians know one from 
the other e:ttf emely well, and have given them dif- 
ferent names, calling the true one Charad, and the 
other, which is neither of ufe nor value, Fetne. 
They both grow in Lower Egypt, whdre they afc 
planted in gardens: I have, however, feen them 
grow wild in the fandy defart, dear the ancient 
Sepulchres of the Egyptiails, and have been hi* 
formed that the Mimofa nilotica (Acacia vera) grows 
plentifully in feveral parts of Upper Egypt* The 
gum is gathered in vafl: quantities from the trees 
growing in Arabia Petraea, near the North Bay of 
the Red Sea, at the foot of mount Sinai, whence 
they bring the Gum Thus (Frankincenfe) fo called 
by the dealers in drugs in Egypt, from Thur and 
I'hor, which is the name of a harbour in the North 
^ay of the Red Sea, near mount Sinai, thereby dif* 

^ Linn, Sp. PL Pag, 1506. N. 34. 

tinguiflung 
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tinguiihingit from the Gum Arabic, 'vt^ich is brought 
from Sucx, another port o( the tied Sea, not far 
from Cairo. Befidcs the difereiit places from which 
thefe gums are brought, they differ alfo in fome 
other particulars^ The Gum Thus i^ more pellu- 
cid, white, or of no colour at all ; but the Gum 
Arabic is Icfs pellucid^ and of a broWt or dfirtjr yd- 
low colour. " 

t^. Anemflne ebrdnaria ^. Wind-flower of Na- 

tolia^ 

I H4V£ feen this growing in the plains and bot- 
toms of mountstilni, tiear Smytm in Katolia* 

^5. (3cmatig oriefltalis *. Oriental Vii^jins Bowen 
Trti^ giwrs in the hedges rotrnd Smyrna. 

t6. Origanum fi&gyptfacum ^. Wild Marjoram 6( 

Egypt- 

I HAVE feen this in the gardens at Cairo, bein^ 
introduced there on a<xiouttt of its fmdlj trtiidi is 
' Wronger than that of the Dittany of Crete (Of igai- 
num Tgticum) aromatic, and comforts the head. 
The Arabian^ (all it Z^t^rhendif i* e» Origanum 
indicum. 

27, Nfipeta fyriaca, Syrian Nep, 

This grows in great plenty in the gardens, and 
pear the walls at Smyrna. 

« LJua. Sp. PI. Pag. 760. N, 8, ^ P. 765. N. 4. « P. 822, 

aS. Oxtmanche 
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tZ. Orobanche lasvis '• Broom-rapCf 
This grows in moift places round'Smyrna. 

29. Draba verna *• Common Madwqrtt 
About Smyrna. 

30. Lathyrus segyptiacus pedunculis unifloris, cirrhif 
tripbylUs, foliolis en£ifgrmibu9# 

This grows in the fields of Damiata. 

31. Dolichos lablab^ 

Alpinus fays, that this grows wild in Egypt ; but 
it is cultivated in gardens, and I am certain does not 
grow wild in Lower Egypt. The Egyptians call it 
Ful Frangi, i. c. the European bean: hence one 
might con}e£hire that the Europeans firft brought 
it to Egypt. The Egyptians make pleafant arbours 
of this in their houfes and gardens, by fupporting 
the ftem, and leading it where they think proper. 
They not only fupport it with flicks and wood, b^t 
tie it with cords, by which means the leaves form 
an excellent covering and an agreeable (hade. 

32. Carthamus tinftorius «. SaflElower. 

This is cultivated in large quantities in Egypt. 
The flowers are gathered thrice a year. The flow- 
ers are much ufed for dying, and are a valuable 
commodity to Egypt. The manner of preparing 
them is as follows : they are gathered frein, and 

* linn. Sp. PL P, 881 . N. I, • P. 896. N. 2. ^ P. loio. N. %. 
s F« 1161.N. I. 

prelTc^ 
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preffed between two ftongs, to cxtraft the crude 
juice which h thrown away : the flowers, after be- 
ing preiTed, are wafhed feveral times in fpring 
Water, which is brackifh in Egypt ; by this the re- 
maiqing acrid juice is waflied away : they are then 
taken out, as much at a time as a perfon can hold 
in his hand, and the water is fo well preiTed our^ 
as to leave the imprelfion of the fingers. They arc 
then put on the flat roofs of houfes, and laid on 
matts, being now of a yellow colour. In the day 
time they are covered with ruflies or ftraw, left they 
ihould dry too faft, and too much by the heat of the 
fun ; but at night they are uncovered and expofed 
to the air and dew. The dew changes them into a 
deep yellpw; they are dried by the moderate heat 
of the night ; and for this reafon there are peoplj 
conftantly employed in turning them. They are 
afterwards fold to France, Venice, Florence, and 
England, under the name of Saffranoh. ^ The 
young leaves are ufed for fall ad in Egypt: at 
Smyrna they powder them, and put them ipto milk 
to coagulate it ; and in this manner all cheefe is 
made in Egypt. The feeds are eaten by the Parrot 
of Alexander, which is very fpnd of them : tp other 
birds or beafts they woukl be a mortal potfbn< 



«.« 



.33. Artemifia dracunculus ^. Tarragon^ ;.'* 

The Egyptians fay, that if Flax feed is put into ^ 
an onion, and afterwards planted in rich gi^oiind, ir * 
will produce this plant. A fine fable. 

^ Linn. Sp. PI. Pag. 1 189. N. 19* 

34. Viola 
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34. Viol^odorata^ The fwcei>iccitted Violet. 

This i$ one of the plants mofl: efteemed by th<? 
Egyptians and Tarks, for its excellent fmell anci 
agreeable colour ; but efpecially for its great ufe ii| 
Borbet, which they make of Violet Sugar, dif** 
folrcd in water, and drink frequently; but efpe* 
dally when they intend to entertain their guefts in 
an elegant manner. This is one of the manj forts 
of drink, which are originally Arabic, and by themt 
called Sorbet ; the other forts are made with raifins, 
boiled in water ; capillaire, mixed with water ; the 
decoAion of Jiquorize, and perhaps other things; 
the grandees fom'etimes add ambergreafe, which is 
the higheft pitch of luxury and indulgence of their 
appetite. The Arabians call thefe flowers Neps. 

35» Arum colocafia^. jSgyptian Wake HobiQf 

called Colocafia. 

This is met with in the fields and gardens of 

36. TJrtica diojca ^ The greateft ^Egyptian Nettle. 

Th£ Arabics call it Curcis. It is found in 
Egypt. 

■ 

37. Platatws orientaUs ". The EaAern Plane. 

^ linn. Sp.Pl.Psg. 1189. N. 19. ^P. 1368. N. j. 'P.ijjie, 
N.6. "P« i4i7«N. K 

38. Momordica 
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38. Mmierdica lolTa ^. ^yptiaii Balfam Apple. 

The Arabiam call it liff and Lu£ ' It is culti- 
^ted ia gardens, and climbs up on Falm-trees« co- 
Terin^ and elegantlj adorning the item of tbem» 

39. Momordica baUamina ®. Baiiam Apple. 

V 

This plant:is famous in Syria for curing wounds. 
Tbey cut open the unripe fruit, and infufe it in 
fweet oil, expofed to the fun for fonie days^ .until 
the oil is become red, which they prefer vc for ufe. 
It, is applied to a frefii wound dropped on cottoa. 
The Syrians reckon this the beft thing to cure, 
wounds, next to balfam of Mecca ; and have found 
by e3cperience> that it often cures large wounda 
within three days« The leaves and (lems are be- 
£des u/ed for arbours or bowers. It is cultivated in 
gardens. * 

40. Cucurbita lagenaria P. Bottle Gourd* 

* The Arabians call it Charrah. The poor peo- 
J>Ic cat it- They boil it, and feafon it with vinegar : 
they likewife fill the flicU with rice and meat, and 
thus make a kind of puddiiig. It grows in all parts 
erf Egypt, and the defarts of Arabia, wherever the 
mountains arc covered with rich foil 

41. Cucurbita CitraUus 4. Water Mtloo. 

Th£ Arabians call it Batcch. It is cultivated os 
id}e banks of theJMtle^ in the rich claiey eartbiWhidb 

• linn. Sp. PL Paj. 143J, N^^. • P. 143}. N. 1. ^ P«K434- 
If. 1. ) P. I4j£. N.. {# 

Cttbfidct 
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fubfides during the inundation, from tbe beginning 
of May until the overflowing qS the Nile, i. e. fo the* 
end of July, or beginning of Auguft ; and in the' 
ifland Delta, efpecially at Burlos, whence the largeft 
and beft are brought. This fcrves the Egyptians' 
for meat, drink, and phyfic. It is eat in abundance'^ 
during the feafon, even by the richer fort of peo- 
ple ; but the common people, on whom Providence 
hath bellowed nothing but poverty and patience, ' 
fcarcely eat any thing but . thefe, and account this 
the beft time of the year, as they are obliged ta 
put up with worfe fare at other feafons': they ear 
them with bread, and fcarcely ever taft.e them ripe*- 
This fruit likewife ferves them for drink, the juice 
refrefliing thefe poor creatures ; and they have lefs 
occafion for water, than if they were to live on 
more fubftantial food in this burning, climate. Tliey 
make a hole in the melon, in which all the juice is 
coIleAed. This fruit alfo affords phyfic ; but it* 
is not every kind of melon that anfwers this end/ 
There is a variety fofter and naore juicy than the 
common fort, and not fo plentiful. This comes from 
Burlos. When this is very ripe, and almoft putrid, 
they hollow part of it, gather 'the juice there col- 
lefted, and, mixing it with rofe water and a Rttle 
fugar, they give it in burning fevers, being the 
only medicine the common people ufe in thofe dif- 
tempers. It is, however, not fo frequent as AI- 
pinus and Veflingius relate; for it can be had at 
only one feafon of the year, and that is when the 
fruit' is ripe,' which dbfes not continue above three 
weeks. This is very comfortable to the patient,, for 
it cools and refrefhcs him. This variety is by the 
:Arabs called Et-Naovi, which fignrfies water. Al- 
pinus, therefore, miftopk the origin of tbe word. 

• A 
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A CAUTION,. 

; This fruit fliould be eaten with great circum- 
fpcftion ; for if this cooling fruit be taken in the 
heat of the day, when the body is very warm, bad 
confequences often enfue, and it occafions colicksi, 
loofenefles, fluxes, a foul ftomach, &c. I have bectt 
told by a perfon from Europe, a man of veracity^, 
that he la(l year faw a merchant from Damafcus, 
die fuddenly at Damiata, upon eating a whplc water 
melon when he was very hot. When I came to 
vEgypt I was much delighted with the- appearance 
and tafte of this fruit, having never fcen it before; 
and tho' I was very cautious, eating only a little at 
-a time, yet it chilled my ftomach, as if I had fwal- 
lowed a bit of ice, which obliged me to defift from 
tafting it afterwards, and I likewife advifed others 
from it; for tho' it is very agreeable to the palate, 
yet it can't be eat without danger. It is wellki;own 
.that people are much troubled with wornj^, at the 
jtime this fruit is ripe. 

42- Cacumis fativus. The commqn Cucumber.. 

This grows with the Water Melons. The 
^vulgar boil and eat it with vinegar ; the richer peo- 
ple fill it with flcfh and aromatics, and make a kind 
of puddings, which eat very well. This ripens a 
litrie later than the \V^ater Melon, but then it is in 
feafon longer, ai^d ^^^\] the latter end of the au- 
tumn. 



43. Cucumis 
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43. Ciicumift mt\o ^. Melon, 

This is cultivated in the (anie places, and fi|>ens 
at the fame time with the Water Melon : it is xtrf 
near as large as the tVater Meldti, the fielh h fofter 
than with us, but ifiore infipid; and hit tlt>t the 
agreeable fweetnefs of ours, efpecially when v?fe 
{)roicure the feeds fr5m Siberia* The richer pc6pie 
eat them id the manner we do, to gratify the pav 
late i the p'oDrer fort eat them but feldom. 

44. .Cucuiftis Chatft «, The Egyptiafi Aiefoh- 61: 
Quedi of Ciicumbers. AbdeUa^i of Alpinuf. 

- ■ • 

This grows in the fertile earth round Cairo, after 
the inundation of the Nilr, and not iiJ iriy othct 
VHtt itt Eg^t, not ddei it grow in imy other foil. 
It ripcfts with tlie Water MeloAs. Thii friiit i^ a 
Krtle Watery, the fltfh is ailmoft of the fame fiiB- 
ftsmce as the Melons, it taftes fomewhat fweet and 
cool, but is far from being a^ cool sts the Wateir 
Melons. 

This the grandees and Europeans in Egypt eat 
is the irioft plcafarit fruit they find, and that from 
which thev have Icaft to apprehend. It is the mod 
Excellent fruit of this tribe, of any yet known. The 
l^riuces and graildecs in Europe may wifli they Cbuld 
get it into their gardens, foi: it is certainly worth a 
j^Iace on their tables. 

45. Rufcus aculeatus ^. Prickly KtieeKolly. 

* Lin. Sp. PI. P. 1436. N. 5. « Lin. Sp. PL P. 1437, N. 7. 
< tin. Sp. PI P. 1474. N. I. 

46. Ceratonia 
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<^$. Ccf atohia Siliqaa «. Carob tree. * 

4 7. lyiL^jfa psir^fiaca ^. T^c Plaintala-tree, . 

This flowers in Egypt in the months of Oftobci? 
and November, i. c. arter th^ inundation of the 
fifile. It flowprs, therefore, at a time when the air 
is temperate, and the earth moift, and the fruit ri- 
pens when the air is exceffively hot. The fruit is 
iweet, rather hardifli, or between a pear and a 
date, a little vifcid and mealy, melting in the mooiii 
without being chewed. It fooh becomes four, and 
can't be kept above fix days in Egypt, after it 19 
taken from the pl^nt. Jt is to be had frefli from 
the latter end ot May to the latter end of OAobcr, 
growing plentifully near Rofetta; but it is very 
fcarce at Cairo, thp' it grows there, but the treei 
are almoft all barren, producing but little fruit, 
which is ki^pt for ladies of the firft quality, 

48. Ficus fycomorq^ «• The Scripture Sycamore^ 

Thi.5 i9 a huge tree, the ft em behig often fifty 
jFeet thiclc The fruit is pierced or bored by an in- 
jfeA (Cynips fycompri) about the time it ripens, in a 
very remarkable manner. There is ah opening 
made in the Calyx, near the time the fruit ripen^ 
which is occaficnaed in two different manners : 
1. When the Squama;, which cover the Calyx, wi- 
ther and are bent back, as in the Ficus Carica (cotli* 
moQ Fig-tree) tho' this is not very comnjon in thp 

• Lin. Sp.Pl. P. 1513.N. I. / P. 1477.N. I. « P. 151J. 

N. 2. 

S 2 Syc^nuH^ 
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Sycamore. 2. What follows is worth attention, and 
may ferye to excite our admiration. A little.below 
the fcales on the fide of the flower cup, there ap- 
pears a fpot before the fruit is ripe ; the fruit is arf"- 
feded with a gangrasne in this place, which extends 
kfelf further, and frequently occupies the fpacc of 
a fingers breadth ; it withers, the place afFe^ed be-^ 
comes black, the flefliy fubflance in the middle of 
the calyx, for the breadth of a quill, is corroded, 
and the male bloflbms, which are nearefl to the 
bare fide, appear naked, opening a way for the in- 
feft, which makes fcveral furrows in the inlldc of 
the fruit, but never touches the ftigmata, tho^ it 
frequently eats the germina. The wounded or 
gangrasnous place is at firft covered or fliut up with 
the bloflfoms, but the hole is by degrees opened and 
enlarged, of various fizes, in the different fruits, 
):he margin and fides being always : gangra^nous, 
black, hard, and turned inwardly. The fame gan- 
graenous appearance is alfo found near the fquam2ei 
after the mfeA has made a hole in that place. 

Of this tree the ancient Egyptians made coffins, 
wherein to lay their embalmed dead. The wood is 
.very proper for this ufe, as it does not rot for fc- 
veral ages, and not until it is very old. The Mum- 
;Dtiies which I faw in Egypt, were all preferved in 
coffins made of this wood, which, as well as the 
corpfc, had kept found for 2000 years. This large 
and branchy tree, by fpreading out its boughs, af- 
fords excellent fhade, being of great ufe to people 
living in a fcorching climate, and travelling through 
Jcfarts, as they may frequendy reft their wearied 
limbs and drooping bodies, under the fhade of a 
.Syc3.more. The fruit taftes pretty well; when 
quite ripe it is foft, watery, fomewhat fweet, with 
.», very little portion cf an aromatic tafte. After I 

once 
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once had taftcd'it, I could fcarcely refrain froni 
eating ; and if I had thought the frelh fruit whole- 
fome, I (hould certainly have eaten a great deal of 
it : the' the receptaculum is flefliy enough, yet but 
little of it is good, the infefl: having eat much of it, 
and often made its furrows to the outward (kin. This 
tree grows in the plains and fields of Lower Egypt, 
where I have feen it very common. It buds in the 
latter end of March, and the fruit ripeils in the be-* 
ginning of June ; it is wounded or cut by the inha»- 
bitantsat the time it buds, for without tnis precau- 
tion, as they fay, it will not bear fruit. 

4$. Phoenix da<ayRfera\ The Date-tree. 

This palm is of great ufe to the inhabitants of the 
Eaft, &c. The fruit or Dates are commonly eaten. 
In Upper Egypt many families fubfift almoft en- 
tirely on Dates ; in Lower Egypt they don't eat f© 
many, rather chufing to fell them. The inhabitants 
hete yearly fell a confiderable quantity, which arc 
chiefly carried to the towns in Turkey ; for which 
reafon we fee Dates expofed to fale in every town. 
The Egyptians make a conferve of the frefli Dates, 
mixing them with fugar ; this has an agreeable tafle. 
The ftones or kernels of the Dates are hard as 
^ horn, and nobody would imagine that any animail 
could eat them. But the Egyptians break them, 
grin'd them on their hand mills, and, for want of 
better food, give them to their camels, which eat 
them. In Barbary they turn handfome beads for 
paternofters, of thefe ftones. Of the leaves they 
make ba/kets, or rather a kind of fhort bags, which 

* Lie. Sp.Pl P. 1658, N..I. 

are 
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arc.ufed in T^r^Sf pq iomr^ies^ a^d 9 ;^^|r bou£cf, 
lu Egypt tbcy fSPkc %-ftapp q^ tl\e», cpiivcoicot 
eoough j(o 4riy:e avay the uuqaerou^ jipic^ w^ic^ 
incooiniqdc 9^ m^n iif. this cpyntry : I hstvic ' like- 
yifc j(bca brvflkc^ 5i?dc of thcq?, v?t$ wi](ic]^ 
they dean their fo^as a^d doaths. T^ har4 
J)oygh3 they .«fe (qt fepcqs rcMW^^ tl^ey gv4€;P8, ^c^ 
cagest to keep their (owls in, wltk whish tjiey carry 
on a great tra^ ; they alfo ^fip the bo^igbs for fe- 
deral other thipgs in hu/]ban4ry^ inile^d of other 
«ood, which they arp dcftiw^e o^. T\^ XfW^ QT 
ftem is fplit, and \^fjc4> ff>r thp fiyp? pprp^fis? ^ th^ 
branches: they even ufe it for beams to build* 
houfes, ^s they ^re ftrqi^ enough for fmall, build- 
ings : it is likewife ufed for firing, when there is 
3Krant of better. The wood is (oft and fp.W^» but 
bums well. They lay a whole itr^e acrp/$ theif 
<iflerns, on which they wind the rope when they 
\draw~ the yater. The integuwefuuxn (co^erin^ 
.which co.vers the tree between the boughs* en- 
iirely refembles a web, and has threads, which rpp 
{)erpendicularly and horizQj»)tally oTcr ojae ^npther : 
it is of coofiderahie ufe in £gypt, for of if. they 
make all the ropes which they life at their c^l^^riis,. 
&c. They haye alfo riggipg of the f^joie J^if^d fcf 
xheir fmaller yeflels ; it is pretty itrong ^jxd lifting. 
They reckon in Egypt, that palm-tr^s aford to 
their owners a f^quin annually of profit for e^ch 
tree. It is common to fee two, three» tp four hun- 
dred , fruit-bearing Date-trees all bi&loQgingtp qj^ 
.family, and one may fometijpdes f<je t.hree to fjQur- 
^thoufand in the ^(>ScSx<m of Qin^ man, which, at the 
above rate, bring in a coniid^rabJe revenup iq ihfiir 
owner, for the little fpot of ground they occupy. 
A full grown Date-tree does iK>t, at moft, take up 
2 above 
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above four feet in diameter, fo that they may be 
planted within eight feec one of another. 

50. Bryum ae^ti. iEgyptian Mofs. 

This flowers in Noyembcr on the walls, ruins, 
and ciflerdt in Eg^pt. 
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MARCH 12, 1751. 

These flowered near the Nile, on the banks of 
the branch that leads to Damiata. 

Scorpiurus fulcata. Caterpillar. 

Medicago polymorpha. Snail Trefoil. 

Oxalic comiculata. Wood Sorrel. 

Fimpinella Anifum. Common Anife. 

Cichorium Intybus. Wild Succory. 

Citrus Aurantium, Orange-tree. 

Cnicus bcnediftus. Bleffed Thiftlc. 

Cardui fpecies foliis radicalibus ovatis, caulinis pin** 

natifidis. A foecies of Thiftle. 
•^Conyolvuius Scammonia. Scam^lony• 

MARCH 14. DAMIATA, 

Adianthum capillas veneris. Maidenhair^ 

Ranunculus foliis trilobis. The trilobed Crowfoot. 

• • • 

In the gardens, 

Hypnun^ 
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HypQwn foliis crenaiis* 
In moid places and walls of the Aquedufts. . 

MARCH t6. DAMIATA, 

Pe^rofelin^m aaifum^ A dubious Plant. 

Spnchus oW^ceuSf . Sow Thiftle. 

Scnccio j acobaeus. Ragwort. 

Alfine foliis ovato4anc^olatis. Chickwcc^* 

Euphorbia pqplus. Spurge. ; 

Phalaris panicula tomentofa, Canary Gi!a;f$. . 

Lathy rus segyptiacus. j^yptian chickUag Vet^h. 

Meliffa honenfis, Baunu 

Citrus Aurantium. Oraage-treci 

J'eftuca? fpccus* ^Egyptian Fefcuc Grafs. 

Common in Egypt. 

MARGH 19. DA MI AT A. 

Miufa paradiilaca. Plaintain-tree. 

The fruit of this is often eat by Field Mice (Mui 
agrcftis), who run on the tree and devour it, 

Saccharum officinarum. Sugar Cane. 
Vitis yinifers. Vine. 

Thjs is cultivated here for the fake of es^tlng the 
gtapcs, and not for wine, which rs brought from 
Candia, Cyprus, Scopuli, &c. and Europe, for th^ 
ufe of the Chriftians. 

iEfch.ynome>ae.fe{ban. Baftard fenlltiv^e Plant. 

A Willew by the Arabians, cajled Safsaf. 

Phoenix daftylifera. Date-tree. 

T .MARCH 
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MARCH 22. D AMI ATA- 

Solidago virgaurca. Golden Rod. 

Craffula ponulacaria. I-cffcr orpin. 

Planrago major. Plantain. 

Vicia foliis obovatis acuminatis pubcfcemibm, fti- 

pulis deflexis laciniatis, laciniis acuminatis plu* 

rimis* A fpecies of Vetch. 
Matricaria chamomilla. Chamomile. 
Feftuca, Phalaris, Avcna. Fefcue Grafs, Canary 

Grafs and Oats. 
Rumex acetofella. Sorrel. 
Caffia fiftula. 
Phoenix daftylifera. Date-tree. 

Of this eleven trees were grown together at the 
bafis. 

Atriplex vulgaris. Orkch. 

Arcnaria^ fpecies. A fpecies of Sand Grafs. 

The Lichcnes of mount St. Cruz in Cyprus. 

Lichen cruftaceus flavus. 

Lichen cruftaceus virefccns. 

Lichen lamellofus flavus. 

Lichen lamellofus grifeus. 

Lichen cruftaceus grifeus. 

lichen cruftaceus at^r. 

Lichen cruftaceus ex flavo & atro per circulos va- 

riegatus. 
Lichen foliaceus laciniis flnuatis. 

Pancratium maritimum. The Sea Dafibdik. 

This the modern Greeks call xf»W. Did not the 
ancients know it by the fame name ? 

. A Crinum 
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Crinum aethiopicum. The Afphodel Lilly from 

Ethiopia. 

It flowers in Auguft. 

Polianthes tuberofa. Tubc-rofc. 

This flowers in Auguft. The Egyptians put the 
flowers in fwcet oil, and by this means give the oil a 
moft excellent finell, fcarce inferior to Oil of Jcf- 
famine. 
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L A P I D E S. 

S TON E S. 

Opalus G£MMa. The Opal. 
Cos Damiatje. The Whetftone of Damiata. 
Natrum ^gyptiarum. The Nitre of the An- 
cients. 
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TH E Opal is one of the rareft Gems to be 
met with. During my ftay at Alexandria, 
J was (hewn a ftone by Mr. Robojy, the French 
Interpreter, which was of the (ize of a hazel-nut, 
in the form of a half globe, and fet in a ring ; if 
it was held horizontally, it had a very fine olive 
colour ; but if it was held perpendicularly, between 
the eye and tbelight, it had the colour of the fined 
ruby. The prefent pofleflfor had procured it by 
Accident from a Peafant, who found it amongft 
fome old ruins, and fold it for five orlix-pence. 
The Interpreter, who knew not what it was, fee 
no great value, on it, and alked me, whether I 
knew the ftone, and how much I thought it 
worth ? I anfwered, that it was an Opal ; but 
could not tell him the worth of it, as I was not 
ufcd to prize fuch things, the value being often 
proportioned to the tafte and inclination of the 
purchafer •, I however told him, that it was worth 
having and keeping^ and might be of confiderable 
^alue to a perlbn who was fond of Gems j this being 

T dnc 
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one of tKc fcarccft to be got. Some time after, 
Mr. Roboly came to Cairo, where Mr. Liron« 
court, the French Conful, a learned and very 
curious man faw, admired, and eafily obtained 
the Stone. Lironcourt accepted of the prefent 
vrith pleafure, without knowing its value i I^was 
therefore afkcd the fccond time about it, and an- 
fwered as before ; upon which Mr. Lironcourt 
compared it with the deicriptions which Pliny, 
and fcveral other Authors, which he had in Im 
line library, had given of the Opal, and was by 
them confirmed that I was right. But he knew not 
yet the value, and foon after fet out for Conftan- 
tinople. He there Ihcwed the Stone to a Con- 
noifleur, who told him it was an Opal, and thitt 
he valued it at feveral thoufand ducats. The An- 
cients knew the Opal perfeftly wdl, and without 
doubt it was more common with them, than itii 
Ht prefent. This, which I have defcribed, had 
probably lain concealed in the ruins Of Alexandria, 
ever fince the time when all kinds of Gems and 
Jewels were part of the riches of its powerful in- 
habitants. There is fcarcely any kind of St6ne, 
accounted precioUs by the Ancients, which is noc 
to be found in the ruins of Alexandria and old 
Cairo •, Ibme of them poHfhed, others rough. 1 
have feen the Chalcedon, Aga*-onyx, Sard«onyx, 
Cornelian, all found in tho(e pfaces. I forbear 
mentioning Emeralds, and Sapphires, which are 
frequently found there, and are hot fo fcarce at 
prefent as the former. The attentive Tavernier, 
who was a great Connoifleur of Stones, fays, that 
the Opal is not to be found in any place in the 
World, except in a mine in Hungary-, but the An- 
cients, without doubt, had this and many other 
.Stones, of which wc know not the country or place 

whence 
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whence they are brought, thofe places at prefent 
being buried in oblivion. But we, on the other 
hand, know the way to the diamond mines of In- 
^ifi, with which the Ancients were unacquainted ; 
therefcHV the Stone which in our times is mo^ 
efteemed, with its companion* the Ruby, was 
not lb common with the nations of the ancient 
World, as at prefent. 

Cos Damiat*. Whetftone. Lapis foramiriibus 
ex cavatus, me^us, insqualis, ex CE^ruleo nigref* 
cens. This large rugged aiid almoft black Stone, 
with many fmall ho^, is found in PaleAine and 
Oalilee. 

It is brought tp Damiatit for mi!l-ftoncs, and 
ought to be better examined in the place from 
vhenq; it cojnes. 

Natrum, a fait dug out of a pit or mine, near 

Manfura in Egypt-, it is by the inhabitants called 

pis Calcareus (Lime- 

negar, of a whitiih 

IS ufe it, (i.) to put 

(2.) To wa(h lir.en 

ave been informed, 

he tooth-ach, in the 

s powdered and put 

jnlo.vjqegVjit fe^^leI^^s-i^)^^ediately, and fublides 

.to the bottom. The mouth is wafbed wjih this 

vinegar during the raroxfym, by which the pain 

is initi|^te,d, ^'^Q' cajc^n off entirely. 



T^ .HIS TORI A 



i76 THE NATURAL HISTORT 



> » t 



HISTORIA NATURALIS 

PAL^STIN^, 

THE NATURAL H I S T O R V 

OF ' • 

PALESTINE. 



I. J A F F A. 

HYOSCYAMUS aureus. Golden Heft- 
bane, 

J:^arietaria oiEcinalis. Pellitoiy of the fhops. 

L.ycmm fpinofum. Boxthorn. The Latin Monks 
fay, that the trown of Chrift was made of this. 

Euphorbia /(?//« oblongis lanceolatis verUcillatisi 
herbacca, inermis, pedalis. This grows in hedges. 

Buphthalmum foliis duplicato-pinnatis. Ox-eye. 

Buphthalmum Joliis oblongis laciniatis^ laciniis 
denticulatis oppojitis. Ox-eye. 

Turritis cauk Jimpliciufculo^ foliis radicalibus 
longis lanceolatis laciniatis i terminali maxima dentata* 
Tower muftard. , 

Cnicus tomentoftts^ foliis cordalis ampUmauUbus 
dentatis integris. Thiftle. 

Papaver Rhoeas. Poppy. 

Malva vulgaris. Mallow. 

In bortis. In the gardens. 

Ficus Carica. The fig-tree. 

Rofa damafcena. The damalk ro&« 

Terebinthus« The turpentine tree. 

Sycomorui. 
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Sycomorus. The fycamore. 

Citrus aurantia. The orange tree. 

Amygdalus pcrfica. Peach tree. 

Cannabis vulgaris. Hemp. A few of thefe 
plants were growing in a garden being only ufed 
by the Mahometans : they powder the leaves, and 
make of them a Narcotick, which has the fame 
cfFcfts on them as opium. The Confeftion is call- 
ed Chafchis, and is muth ufed by the Egyptians. 

Animalia locL The animali of the country. 

Canis aureus. The Jackcal (Chical of the 
Turks.) This is common in Egypt and the Eaft, 
but very numerous in Paleftine. I faw many of 
its caves and holes in the hedges round the gar^ 
dens. This is fatal to the herds and flocks of the 
Arabians, and is therefore hunted continually, and 
they often throw great numbers of them into the 
fea. This is paft all doubt the Fox of Sampfon. 
A fpeciies of Muftela, which is very common in Pa*- 
leftine, efpecially during the vintage, and often 
deftrdys whole vineyards, iand fields of Cucumbers. 

Scarabaeus clypeo pedibus anticis dentatis^ on which 
were found numbers of XxtAt Acari. 

Chry fomela coccinea^ elytris tborace m^dio capiteque 
nigrefcentibus. 

II. A C R A. 

Silene foliis ohovatis lanuginqfis craffis fucukntis^ 
Vifcous Campion. 

Plantago caule ramofo foliis integerrimis lineari 
lanceolatis^ ramis brachiatis^ /pica foliofa. Plantain. 

Lagurus jJ>iVfl ovata^ comprejfa^ arijta tertia Ion* 
gijfima intorta. Folia breviufcula lineari acuminata, 
a caule diftantia, vaginantia. The Hares-tail 

Grafs. 

T 3 Phyfalis 
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Phyfalis Alkegcngi ? Winter cherry, Folii 
ovaca integerrima lanuginofa. Caulis lanuginofus. 
Filamenta non brevifliina, fed longitudine lacini* 
arum. 

III. JERUSALEM. 1751. April 7th; 

Feituca ? Fefcue grafs, Pedatis^ foliis linear^ 
hus tnolijjimis. 

This grows on the dry grounds round the 
town, and is very grateful to fheep and goats. 

Sifymbrium foliis cordato-Unciolatis^ Jiliguis fi'^ 
tniuncialibus longis pendulis^ peduncuHs cafitlaribia 
bajt tenmorihus. Water crefles. 

Geranium calycibus pentapbylliSj fcUis cordatO" 
cvath incifo crenatis. Crane's bill. 

Geranium foliis compofitis : foliolis alternis piH* 
mtifidis. Calyx pentapbyllus. Crane's bill. 

Cynogloflum foliis tuberculalis^ fcahris^ bifpidii^ 
Hounds tongue. 

Afpcrugo foliis ova/is. Great goofe graft. 

'Lzmium foliis albis. Archangel. 

Urtica pilulifera. Nettles. 

IV. Mount S I O N. April 8, 1751. 

Ranunculus lanuginofus^ tank procumbente^ foliis 
fuaternis^ foliolis pinnatifidis^ receptaculo ovato-acU" 
minato. Crowfoot; 

fietonica officinalis, Betony. 

Marrubium fiore purpureo. Hore hound. 

Bifcutella Jiliquis orbiculatis didymis^ foliis radi-^ 
talibus lanuolatis dtntaiis lanuginofis. Buckler muf- 
tard. 

Trifolium minimum montanum^ fiore purpurea, 
Trefoil. 

As 
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As this plant 13 here very fmall, one may fafely 
conclude, that the foil is barren. • 

Thlafpi foliis lobato-laciniaiis : laciniis ciliatis. 
Treacle muftard. 

Draba caule nudo^ foUis lanceolatis integerrimis 
margine ciliatis. Whitlow grafs. 

Anthemis ^tfrvn, foliis pinnatis capillaribus. Ca- 
momile. 

Feftuca? Fefcue grafs. Spithamalis, foliis ca- 
pillaribus. This grals grows in fand. 

Hieracium montanum parvum. Hawkweed. 

Buphthalmum parvumj foUis oblongis dentatis. 
Ox-eye. 

Draba ? foliis caulinis ovatis haft angufiatis mi^ 
nima. Whitlow grafs. 

y. JERICHO: In the Vale near the Town. 

April 1 2th. 

Solanum fraticafim quadripedak caule & foliis 
fpinojjs. Night fliade. 

Frutex foliis iritnfgularibus fpkndmiihus. This 
plant is very common in all the defarts c>f Paleftine. 

Aicltpms fcandens f rut icofa^ foliis cordaio acumina*. 
tis. Swallow- wort. This grows in the clayejr 
defart between Jericho and the dead fea. 

Lichen lamellis convexis. Liverwort. This 
grows on the furface of the earth. 

Didynamica graveolensj petalis reflexiSy fqliis 
vifcojis^ radice fibrnfa mqgna. 

Allium Cepa. Onion. The Arabians call ic 
^faL It grows ifx the plains near the fea. 

Tamarix. Tamarilk. 

Kali fruticofum (Salfola fruticofa?) Glaiswort, 

JExioLjinfpkxfriaicvfa. Heath, 

T 4 Mimofai 
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Mimofa. Egyptian Acacia. Schitta of the He« 
brews. 1 faw only one fhrub of this in the plain9 
near the mountains of Arabia. 

VL The Road of St. J E R E MI A H, be-] 
tween Jerufalem and Rama. 

Terebinthus. Turpentine tree, 
Vitcx. Chaftc tree 
Tamarix. Tamai ifk, 
Ceratonia. Carob. 

Sycomorus, only one tree at Rama. The fcrip-* 
ture fycamore. 

Cynara. Artichoke. 

Cicuta. Hemlock. 

Cardui & Cnici, fix fpecies. Thiftles. 

VII. At the S E A L E D Fountain of Solomon 

near Bethlehem. 

Columba Palcftinas. A dove. 

Rana corpore ovato, dorfo convexo, tota lucido« 
viridis. A frog. 

Tenthredo fafciata, fafciis candidis atrifqae* 
Scarabacus Bupbthalmi parvus^ aier hneis candidis. 

PLANTS. 

Adianthum. Maiden-hair. 7 .^ ^^^ ^^„^ 

Hypnum minimum. y 

Nafturtium aquaticum. (Sifymbrium.) Water 
creflcs. 

Achillcae affinis lutea. 

Gramen panicula nrundinaceay radice hulhfa. 
On the hills. 

Anagyria 
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Anagyris foetida. Stinking bean-trefoil. Upon 
the. hills, 

Ocymum; Bafil. 
Origanum. Wild Marjoram. 

VIII. Mount THABOR. 

Cynogloflum hifpidum. Hound^s tongue* 

Ononis foetida. Stinking Reft-harrow. 

Papavcr rhoeas. Poppy. 

Papavcr flore fiavefcente parvo. Poppy. 

Buphthalmum dentatum. Ox-eye. 

Cynara. Artichoke. 

Ruta. Rue. 

Umbellata cum difcc filamentofo. 

Carduina cauhfpinofo quadrangularu 

Laferpitium latifolium. Laferwort. 

Pimpinella officinalis. Burnet faxifrage 

Trifolium^ foliis ovato-lanuolatis^ /pica oblot^a 
faxa. Trefoil. 

Syngenefifta cum pericarpiis confertis. 

Quercus foliis dentato-aculeatis. Oak. 

Ceratonia. Carob tree, or St. John's Bread. 

Salvia: varias fpecies. Sage. 

(rramen fecalinum radice bulboja* 

Abfinthium romanum. (Artemifia.) Worm* 
ivood. 

Ilex. Holly. In the vallies. 

Terebinthus. The turpentine-tree. On the 
rocks. « 

Myrtus. Myrtle. 

Scorzonera. Viper grafs. 

Cichoreum Intybus. Succory. 

Hedcra helix. Ivy. 

Cepa montana^ Onion. 

Avcna moncana. Oats^ 

IX. In 
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IX, In Mount TEMPT ATION^ 

Cepa tnontana. Omen. 

Cordia febeften. Sebeften, 

Ricinus Palma Chrifti. 

Rhamnus fpina Chrifti. Buckthorn^ called 
Chrift's thorn. 

Vicex agnus caftus. Chafte tree. 

Elseagnus. Wild olive i of this is made the oil 
of Jericho. 

jlrbor magna^ fimhm hmer^ UhituU Ucimatis^ 
totis fanguineis. Foil is obverfe avatis fuoculeatis 
Jucido viridibus. 

Ficus carica. The fig tree. 

Euphorbia fcUis tir$$tbus fuuulentis. SpUf^« 

Ranunculus aq^Micus luteus. Crowfoot* 

Malva ruderum. Mallow. 

Buphthalmum commune. Ox«eye. 

Chenopodium ruderum. Goofe foot* 

Hyftrix criftata. Porcupine. 

Cimex acuUata^ laimtus abdminis vakU p^Otu^ 
htrantihuSf macutis ferrugineis^ 

X. At the Fountain of SOLOMON near TyrcS 

Salix fafsaf. Willow"! 
Vitex agnus caftus. Chafte tree. 
Ricinus communis. Palma Chrifti. 
Convolvulus foliis trinis. Bindweed. 
Solanum foliis hirfutis. Anei el dib of the 
Arabs. Night (hade. 
Mcrcurialis. Mercufy. 
Parictaria. Pcllitory. 
Didynamka^ flore mintmo rubio bSpedalis. 

XL The 



Xi> the HOt-BATHS of TIBfeRlAS. 

1. ^he fountain^ or fourcc df them, is at the foot 
of a mountain, at the diftance of Ji piftol-lhot from 
Jake Genazereth, and a quarter of a league from 
the coafts of Tiberiast 

2. The mountain confifts of a black and brittle 
Tulphurcous ftone, "which is onlv to be found 
in large tnaiSes in the neighbourhood of Tibe- 
rias; but in looie ilones alio oh the coafts 
of the dead feu^ as well as here at rfie lake Gena- 
Eereth. They cut mill-ftones out of it in this 
place, which are fent by water from Acra toEgypti 
J faw an incredible quantity of them at Damiaca 

3. The ipring which comes from the hiountain^ 
is in diameter equal to that of a man^s arm^ and 
there is one only. 

4. The water is fo hot, that the hand may be 
put into it without fcalding, but it cannot be 
kept there long ; confequently it is not boiling 
hot, but the next degree to it. 

5. it has a ftrong fulphureous fmelU 

6. It taftes bitter, and fomewhat like common 
felt. 

7. The fediment depofed by the water is black, as 
thick as pafte, fmells ftrong of fulphur,and is cover^ 
ed with two ikins or cuticles, of which that beneath 
is of a fine diark green colour, and the uppermoft 
of a light rufty colour s at the mouth of the out- 
let, where the water formed little cafcades over 
the ftones, the firft mentioned cuiicle alone was 
found, and fo much refembled a conferva, that one 
might eafily have taken this, that belongs to the 
mineral . kingdom, for a vegetable produftion ; 
but nearer the river, where the water ftood ftill, 

one 
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one might fee both (kins, the yellow uppermoft, 
and under it the green. There was a miierable 
houfe viith feats for bathing, built dofe by it i bu< 
it was not kept in repair, as no body here makes 
any ufe of thefe gifts of nature. 

XII. The DEAD SEA. 

1. The foil is a crumbly clay, impregnated with 
fait, and greatly refembles that of Egypt. 

2. Quartz, to which adhered a cruft of fait. 

3* Nodules of clay, which are round and com- 
paA. Thefe I faw in the clay near the coalt. 

4. Schiftus. Slate refembling flint, fcattered 
here and there on the banks. 

5. Perpendicular layers of a lamellated brown 
clay, in the common clay on the banks. Is this 
imperfeft flate ? 

6. No rufti or reed. 

7. No plants near the Ihore. A (linking plant 
with a labtated flower, at fome diftance^ and a 
plant of a fait tafte, in the plain. 

8. The Afphaltes is gathered by ^ the Arabs in 
confidcrable quantities every autumn on the (here, 
where it is thrown. It is carried to Damiata, and 
there fold for dying wool. 

9. Shell fifh were common on the fhore. 

10. The Arabs fay, therc^re no fifliin this fea ; 
however, I doubt the truth of this, as there arc 
ihell fifh. 

11. No navigation. 

12. The neighbouring mountains are compofed ' 
of a foft calcareous ftone, and appear to be tormed 
by this fea, which has gradually decreafed. 

13. The flate feen in the mountains has been 
Afphaltes, now changed into flate. 

14. The 
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14. The hardnefs of the remote mountains. 

jg. The Afphaltes appears like the balfam of 
mummies (Balfam. mumiarum)^ and is the fame 
iubftance ^ has there ever been a lake in Egypt im- 
pregnated with this matter ? 

1 6. The petrefadtions on the oppofite fhore are 
(he. fame now as thofe in the dry lakes of Egypt. 

17. Poma-fpdomitica. Mad appleS) are the fruit 
pf Solanum Melong^na. 
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PLANTS^ ANIMALS, ^se. 

Mentioned in t)ie $cripturbs. 
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CU C U M I S melo. Melon. Arab. Kaun. 
Cucurbita citrullus. Water melon. Arab# 
Batcech. Syriacis j abbas. 

Cucumis fativus. Cucumbers. Arab, chiar. 

Cucurbita lagenaria. Gourd. Arab, charrak^ 

BraiBca fativa. Cabbage, Arab, krump. Sy^ 
riac. malfuf. 

Cucumis colocynthis. Bitter apple. ArabJ 
Handal. 

Momordica balfamina. Male balfam apple* 
Balfamita. 

Momordica elaterium. Spirting cucumber. . By 
the Syrians called adjur el hemar» 1. 1^ Afles cu-* 
cumlxr. Thefe names may be compared with 
the Hebrew, to explain the fcriptures, where men* 
tion is made of the cucumbers of Egypt. 

Luke xvii. ver. 6. o-vxa/A/vor. . Chrift certainly 
meant the Sycamore of the Ancients, and Pharaoh's 
fig-tree of the Egyptians, which the Arabians call 
CuimeZj when he pointed to a large tree, which 
Jiei^^id lhe^i(ciples might, by faith, remove into 
the fea ; for fuch there zft now in Judasa and 
Galilee, where Chrift then was, fee ver. ii. of 
the fame chapter. Luther, therefore, tranflated 
it very badly in calling it a mulberry-tree, which 
is neither congruent with fcripture nor natural 
hiftory. 

Luke 
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Luke xiJc. vcr. 4. iruHf^vp^. The trcp oa 
iRFkiqh licile Zachceufi climbed near Jericho, toi fee 
Chrlft pafs. The Greek tcx; (hews \% wa(& a fyca- 
more; therefore cbe RpoiM Cathqlick^ Greeks 
and Armen tans' are led inu> an error, when they 
vUic the holy places, for they are fliewn a crce o£ 
a diSerent genus ^nd contend that it was on one 
of thofe Zachacus climbed. This is a-kin to th& 
prunus, (plumb- tree) and has oval leaves, &c. 
an Eleagnus? (wild olive?) it grows in the 
plains near the ruins of Jericho } from this fruit, 
tke Araba ^traS: an oil, which they fell to travel- 
lers, who keep it amopgft their other holy things, 
and preiend ic pofleflfes a fingular virtue in curing 
wounds, for which rdafoq, they call it the 0/7 of 
Zash^fu^^ Attributing its virtue to the (lay Zacbasos 
made on the tree. Of the ftone of the fruit, which. 
>s of an oval form, with four ridges, and almafl: the 
fize of a walnut, the Latin monks make beads, 
which they fend to Europe as being of great value. 
I have before obferved, thatilA^r interprrted 
this paflage very badly, when he called the tree 
a nmilberry-trre ; for the mulberry* tree is not, ac 
prefent, found growing naturally in the territory 
of the town of Jericho, where the affair hap- 
pened, and much lefs is it cultivated there at this 
time, as it fcarcely ever grew in Judaea, very little 
in Galilee, tyat in abundance in Syria and Mount 
Xiibanon : neither did I fee the Sycamore growing 
near Jericho, but it is probable it grew there for- 
merly, being to this day found in Judaea^ and 
was once doubtlefs very common, as it is men- 
tioned fo often in the Scriptures. 

Pma fodomitica^ or mad apples, are the fruit of 
Scdaaum Mebngena Lipnasi, by other authors 

cajiled 
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called mala infana ; thefe I found in plenty abduC 
Jericho, in the rales near Jordan, not far front 
the Dead S^. It is true, they are fometimes 
filled with a duft, yet this is not always the cafe, 
but only when the fruit is attacked by an infeft 
(tentbreJo) which turns all the infide into duft, 
leaving the (kin only entire, and of a beautiful 
colour. 

Nux Behen. Balfamum Aafaonis^ 

The oil of behen, which emits no fcentor fmell aC 
til, is very proper for preparing odoriferous oint^ 
ments and balfams. On this account it is much 
ufed by the inhabitants of the Eaft, who lay flow-* 
ers of jeflamine, narciflus, &c. in this oil| and 
thus make an odoriferous ointment, which thofe 
who love perfumes apply to the head, nofe and 
beard. And this is undoubtedly that with which 
Aaron, as is faid in the Scriptures, ufed to anoint 
the head, and David fo much praifed on account of 
its agreeable fcent. 

This tree grows in Mount Sinai and Upper 
Egypt. The Arabians call it feftuck el Ban. 

Rhamnus fpina Chrifti. The Egyptian buck-* 
thorn. 
CEnopIia fpinofa, Cafpar Bauhin, 477. 
'NAhc^ Paliurus atbefiieiy Alpin. ^gypt. 16. I9« 

The Naba or Nabka of the Arabians* 

In all probability this is the tree which afforded 
the crown of thorns put on the head of Cfirift ; it 
grows very common in the Eaft. This plant wa6 
very fit for the purpofei for it has many fmall 

and 



OF THE SCRIPTURES. 289 

^n'd fharp-fpines, which are well adapted to give 
pain ; the crown might be eafily made of thefe 
ib£t) round, and pliant branches, and what in my 
opinion feems to be the greatefl: proof, is, that the 
leaves much refemble thofe of ivy, as they are of 
a very deep green. Perhaps the enemies of 
Chrift, would have a plant fomewhat refembling 
that, with which emperors and generals were ufed 
to be crowned, that there might be calumny even 
in the punifhment. 

Spinse Biblicse. Of Thorns mentioned in the 

Scriptures. 

We know very few of the Thorns which are 
mentioned in the Scriptures. The reft-harrow, 
(Ononis fpinofa) that mofl: pernicious and prickly 
plant, covers entire fields and plains in Egypt and 
Paleftine. I make no doubt, but this is referred 
to in fome parts of the holy Scripture ; I (hall 
leave Philologifts to determine which of the 
Thorns there mentioned it is. The Arabians, at 
prefent in Egypt, call it akol. This is, perhaps, 
that which Mofcs means when he curies the earth; 
it grows in great plenty, promifcuouny with the 
large thiftles, in the uncultivated parts of Egypt. 

Labrufca. Of the wild Grapes of the Scriptures. 

Ifaiah in chap. v. ver. 4. fayeth : Whai could 
have been done more to my vineyard^ that I have not 
done in it ; wherefore when I looked that it Jhould 
bring forth gra'pesy brought it forth wild grapes? I 
am inclined to believe, that the Prophet here 
means the hoary nighrfliade (Solanum incanunj) 
becaufe it is common in Egypt, Paleftine, and the 
Eaft, and the Arabian name agrees- well with it. 

U T«e 



$90 THE NATURAL HISTORY 

The Arabs call it aneb el dib, i. e. wolf-grapes* 
The Prophet could not have found a plant more 
oppofice to the vine than this, for it groivs much 
in the vineyards^ and is very pernicious to thein^ 
wherefore they root it out 5 it likcwifc refemblea 
a vine by its (hrubby ftalk. 

Of the Oniona^ of the Ifraelites. 

Allium cepa. Onion ; by the Arabs called Bi(a!. 
That this was one of the fpecies of Onions, for 
which the Ifraelites longed, we may gucfs by the 
quantity to this day ufed in Egypt, and by their 
goodnefs there -, whoever has taftcd Onions in Egypt, 
muft allow, that none can be had better in any 
part in the univerfe : here they are fweet, in other 
countries they arp naufeous ^nd ftrong \ here they 
are foft, whereas in the North and other parts they 
are hard, and the coats fo compa£t,. that they are 
hard of digeftion. Hence they cannot in any place 
be eaten v^ith lefs prejudice, and more fatisfadion^ 
than in Egypt. The juft longing of the Ifraelites 
teaches us, that they were introduced into the kit- 
chen, about the time they left Egypt. They eat 
them roafted, cut into four pieces, with fome bits 
of roafted meat, which the Turks, in Egypt, caU 
kebab \ and with this difh they are fo delighted, 
that 1 have heard them wi(h they might enjoy it 
in Paradifc. They likewife make a foup of them 
in Egypt, cutting the Onions in fmall pieces ; this 
I think one of the bcft dilhes I ever eat. 

Allium fativum. Linnasi. Garlick. 

Is by the Arabians called Tum. This is alfo. 
much ufed^ but I am inclined to think, it was 
not known to the Ifraelites^ as it does not gi-ow in 



OF THE SCRIPTURES. 291 

Egypt, but is brought hither £rom the iflands iti 
Archipelago. 

jOHuiH porrum. Linn^i. Leeks. Karrat of the 

Arabians. 

This was certainly one of thofe defired by the 
Children of IfraeU as it has been cultivated from 
the earlieft times to the prcfent in Egypt. 
The^feafons for this, are the winter and fpring 
months : the inhabitants are very fond of it, 
eating it raw as iaute f6r their road meat ; the 
poor people eat it raw with bread, cfpecially for 
breakfaft, ufing the earth fbr a table, and would 
Icarcefy exchange their leeks and a bit of bread 
for a royal dinnci*. 

Leo. The Lioti. The Arabs call this Animal 

Sabbe. 

This is noli ftiet with in Syria or Paleftine •, but iii 
great numbers at Babylon, now Bagdad). It is not 
an inhabitant of Egypt, unlefs it be on the confines 
of Lybia, coming from the inland parts Of Africa. 
How is this confiftent with the Bible, where the 
Lion is mentioned as an animal c^onlmOh to Palef- 
tine and Syria, efpecially in the hiftory of Samp- 
fon ? Where did the fight between Sampfon and 
the lion happen I 

Locuftse Johannis. St. John's Locufts. 

s 

Of thefe I have already treated. 

Petra Mofis. 

The Rock which Mofes broke by a miracle, 
Exod. xvii. 6. and out of which he made the 

U 2 tables 
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cables for the Ten Commandments, was a faxum 
micaceofpatofum particulis quartzofis paucioribust 
in plain terms, a sranite, of which Mount Hareb^ 
where the miracle happened, confifts, as does 
IMount Sinaiy where the tables were formed. 
Mofcs had learned the ufe of this ftone, for in- 
fcribing letters and figures, from the Egyptians, 
as in Egypt hieroglyphick obeliflcs are made of 
the fame ilone, and are miracles of art. 

When the Arabians intend to defcribe a beauty, 
they make ufc of fcvcral fimilitudes. They com- 
pare her face to the moon, &c. &c. Amongft 
others, the moft remarkable and common expref- 
fion of this kind is, when they compare the eyes 
of a beauty to the eyes of a rock goat, (Capra 
cervicapra, Linnsei) which is a common animal 
in Syria and Egypt. I think this comparifon re- 
markable, becaufe Solomon in his Canticles uies 
comparifons, which are taken from the fame animal^ 
let us compare the Hebrew text to explain his mean- 
ing. We have therefore no reafon to doubt, ')>ut 
that the J^oe of Solomon was this Rock goat. The 
beauty of the animal, its being common in the 
countries where Solomon wrote his books, and 
finally, the cuftom, which has continued to this 
day, and is tha fame with that of Solomon, are 
all circumftances which help to confirm us in this 
opinion. 
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The Defcription of the true Balfam of Mecca. 

IT is of a yellow colour, and pellucid. It has a 
moft fragrant fmell,. which is refmous, baU 
iamick, and very agreeable. It is very tena- 
cious or glutinous, fticking to the fingers, and 
may be drawn into long threads. It fcarcely ever 
becomes fluid or liquid by the heat of the fun ia 
Natolla. 

I HAVE feen it at a Turkifti furgeon's, who had 
it immediately from Mecca, deifcribed it, and was 
informed of its virtues, which are : firft, that it is 
the beft ftomacbick they know, if taken to three 
grains, toilrengthen a weak ftomach; fecondly, that 
it is a mod excellent and capital remedy for curing 
wounds } for if a few drops of it are applied to 
the frefh wound, it cures it in a very fliort time. 

An Experiment to know whether the Balfam of 
Mecca be true and not adulterated. 

A DROP of the Balfam is dropt into a glafs of 
clear and freih fpring water; if this drop remains 
in one place on the (urface of the water, the Bal- 
fam is of little vdue ; but if it inftamly extends 
itfelf like a (kin or pellicle, over the whole furface, 
and with a hair, filk or thread, this ikin may be 
taken off the water, which muft afterwards be as 

U % clear 
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ciesLT as at firft, it is a flgn chat the Balfam is of the 
bed kind, and not adulterated. It is admittcdy 
even by the Turks, that it is very difficult to find 
Balfam which will (land this proof; tor the true 
Balfam of Mecca is fcarcely to be found any where 
but in the poircffion of • the Turkifh Emperor and 
the grandees ot the kingdom, who get it as a 
valuable prefent from fome traveller who hath been 
at Mecca. In order to make fure of getting this 
valuable drug unadulterated, it is necelTary either by 
friend(hip or money, at the time the caravan goes to 
Mecca, to gain the intereft ot a Turk, who will pro- 
cure it genuine from the firft hand, and then we may 
be afluied of its goodnefs, and that it po0e£^ 
the excellent virtues, which the innumerable ex* 
perimencs made by the inhabitants of the Eaft 
conBrm. 

Th% 2oth of Jpne, I went roond the city of 
Cairo to enquire for Balfam of Mecca, with an 
intention to buy fome* if I could get any that was 
good. I faw the manner in which an Italian 
nierchant, who had been thirty years at CairOt 
tried it, it was as follows : He dropped fome drops 
of the Balfam into a little China cup, filled, with 
clear cold water; if thefe immediately exten- 
ded themfelves in a fkin, and this ikin was even 
and clear, and entirely free from bubbles, he 
pronounced the Balfam good i bqt if it was fome 
time before they fpread over the water, and the 
Ikin was dirty, and had feveral bubbles or air 
bladders, it was a fure fign that the Balfam was 
adulterated and mixed with other things. If the 
^in can be gathered and wound up on a little 
^raWs without breaking or leaving any oil on the 
ivater, it was like wife good ; and on the contrary, 
if tbe Ikin cannot be gathered > but breaks into 

feveral 
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Several pieces, and leaves on the water fome oily 
polour, red particles, we may fafely conclude, that 
the ^alfam is adulterated. I faw experiments 
made, both of the true and adulterated, and 
found them well grounded. The bubbles in the 
firft experiment, and the breaking or dividing of 
the ikin in the fecond, are owing to the extra- 
neous particles with which the Balfam has btcn 
adulterated. The drugs ufed to adulterate the 
Balfam, or to encreafe it in bulk, but diminifti its 
virtues, are oil of {Se/amum) oily grain, which is 
iPXtraded in large quantities in Egypt ; Cyprus 
turpentine and the fat of oft riches ; thefe are not 
all mixed with it at one time, but according to 
the convenience of the feller i and in this manner, 
almoft all the Balfam expofed for fale is adulter- 
ated, even in the place whence it is firft brought. 

None of thofe who have wrote on the Balfam 
of Mecca, have been acquainted with the place 
whence it is brought.. Every body knows, that 
it comes from Mecca, and I believe imagine, that 
it grows fomewherc near that place. We have 
even travels and hiftories informing us of the . 
gardens round Mecca, in which this tree is plant- 
ed and carefully cultivated, of the prerogative the 
Turkifti Emperor enjoys, to preferve the beft for 
himfelf, of the guard the Turks conftantly keep 
that none of the trees may be carried thence. This 
ftory has been hitherto believed juft as it was re- 
prefented by the firft relator, who told us this, 
that he might not be thought intirely ignorant of 
the matter. It would be worth while to make a 
journey to the place where this tree grows, in or- 
der to obtain a true hiftory of it ; but this cannot 
be done by a Chriftian ; we muft therefore truft 
to the informations we can get from fuch as are 

U 4 permitted 
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permitted to fee thofe places, and believe the moft 
credible of them. I have afked creditable pcrfon?^ 
who had been in Mecca, concerning this affair^ 
and in particulpr, an Aga of the Cattle at Rofetta, 
and a Scheck in Cairo ; the former in the prcfencc 
of Mr. Chabert, a French merchant in Rofetta, 
and the latter through Mr. L^ Grand, the French 
Interpreter in Cairo. They both gave me a very 
different account of the place where the Balfam- 
tree grows, from that which I had read before in 
books. They aflbred me, that the Balfam-tree is 
as little known at Mecca, as in Egypt and Turkey, 
and that not a drop of Balfam is gathered within 
many miles of Mecca. The place whence the 
Balfam is brought, lies many day*s journey from 
Mecca, and in Petrea Arabia. There the trees 
grow in the mountains, and are polTrfled as a va« 
luable treafure by certain Atabian families. The 
Arabians carry the Balfam to Mecca, and there 
fell it during the time the Caravan from Egypt 
and Turkey tarries there ; by the Caravan it is 
carried to Damafcus and Cairo, thence through 
all Turkey, and farther if poflVble, but this is 
fcarcely credible, as very little of the genuine 
Balfam comes to Mecca. The Turkifh Eniperor 
enjoys no privileges, by which he may referve the 
beft for himfelf ; the Arabians are an independant 
and free people, they fell their commodity to 
whom they pleafe. 1 he Sultan orders fome con- 
fiderable man at Mecca, as the firft Scheck, or 
fome other, to buy a certain quantity of it yearly 
on his account, and therefore is fure to 1 ave it 
good. I have been aflbred, by thofe who have 
been in Arabia and feen the tree, that its leaves 
refcmble thofe of Myrtle^ but are a little larger. 
By the informations which I could obtain, I have 

reafbn 
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reafon to believe, that Dr. Linnaeus rightly gueflT- 
cd that the tree i» a Pifiacia^ or nearcft a-kin 10 it, 
and therefore dofcly allied to the Majlicb and 2«r- 
pentine trees *. 

Mastix, by the modern Greeks called fAxr^xai 
comes in large quantities from Scio^ and is much 
ufed by the Turks ; for the wives of the Turks 
in parcicolar, the Sultan's and Grandecs's, chcVir 
it conftantly, to keep their teeth white and clean, 
and their breath fweet. 

Olibanum. Frankincenfe. 

This is collefted in both the Arabia's, whence 
it is brought to Giedda, which is the harbour of 
Mecca, thence over the Red Sea to Suez, a harbour 
in Egypt, and fo to Cairo in confiderable quan- 
tities; it is likewife brought from Mecca over 
land, by the Caravan, When it is brought over, 
it is fo full of fmall ftones of Spar and Mica, that 
150 lb. will not yield above from 50 to 70 lb. of 
clean and pure Frankincenfe. The greateft part 
is carried to Marfeillcs, whence it is by the CHitch 
carried to Mufcovy where the greateft part of it ig' 
ufed in making the Ruffian leather; a large quan-*' 
tity is likewife burnt by the Mufcov'vtes andRomatv 
Catholics in their churches. It differs greatly both 
in price and goodnefs, mo lb. fellino; from 9 to 
23 Piafters, (each Piafter at 60 Medins) accord- 
ing to the goodnefs of it. The beft is in tears, 
of a fragrant fmell, pellucid, and of a yellowilh 

• Profcflbr Linna?us in a letter dated Upfala* Feb. 12th, 
1765. to John Ellis. Efq; F. R. S. fays, that the late Dr. For- 
Ikohl fent him a fpecimen of the Balfam of Mecca tree, by 
which it appears to be a fpccies of Amyris. N. B. Several 
fjpecies of this genus grow in Jamaica. 

Vbitifc 
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white coloor, brittle andtafily puivcrizad^ of this 
very little 13 to be found in large quantities i|i the 
common prankinccnfe, and is not to be ieparated 
from it, unrefs it be particularly 4erired for the 
Apothecaries (hops. 

An Example of the nutritive Virtue of Gum 

Arabic. 

The Abyffinians make a journey to Cairo eve- 
ry year, to fell the produfts of their country i 
Slaves^ Gold^ Elephants^ Drugs^ Monkeys^ Parrots^ 
&c. They muft travel over terrible defarts, and 
their journey depends as much on the weather as a 
yoyage at fea, confequentiy they know as little 
as a (eaman how long they muft be on the journey, 
and the necelTaries of life may chance to fail them^ 
when the journey lafts too long. This happened 
to the Abyffinian Caravan in the year 1750, their 
provifions being confumed, when they had ftill 
two months to travel ; necelfity obliges us often ta 
ufe things for food before unheard or unthoughc 
of ; this happened in the cafe in queftion ; they 
were obliged to fearch for fomething amongft their 
merchandize, wherewith they might fupport life in 
this extremity, and found nothing more proper 
than Gum Arabic, of which they had carried a 
confiderable quantity with them. This ferved to 
fupport ajbove loooperfons for two months. 

Gum Arabic is gelatinous, and undoubtedly con- 
tains fdme nourifhing particles. But here we may 
aflc. Whether this food did not make thefe poor 
people very coftive ? k muft in all probability have 
had this effeft, but of this I could not learn any 
circumftances. I know however, that the Cara- 
van 
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van arrived fiifc at Cairo, without any great lols 
of people either by hunger or difeafes. 

Opium. We are told that the Turks formerly 
confumed large quantities of this drug, at prefenc 
it is ufed by very few, and fcarccly by any, except 
thofe who ftriftly follow the laws of Mahomed, 
and therefore abftain from wine, and all other 
fpirituous liquors. But there are very few at this 
time who obferve them fo ftfidlly, efpecially a- 
mongft the vulgar ; perhaps there were formerly 
more, and then it is poffible Opium was more 
frequently ufed ; fuch as now make ufe of Opium 
have a trembling of the neives, arc fl^py, and be- 
come very weak, therefore the Turks, who fee 
this, with great reafon, leave off a cuftom fo evt« 
dendy defirudive* 

Caffia Fiftula. 
Ithe manmr of preparing it in Egypt. 

The Pods are collefted before they are quite 
ripe, and carried into a very clofe room in which 
has been previoufly prepared a bed of palm leaves 
and ftraw. fix inches thick, on this they lay the 
Pods in a heap. The door is then clofely Ihut, and 
the next day they fprinkle water on the heap, 
which is repeated the day following ; thus they 
lay heaped for forty days, 'till they become black. 
Others dig a hole in the ground to put them in, 
but this method is much inferior to the former. 

Scammonium. Scammony. 

The beft Scammony in the world is brouglit 
from Marafcb^ the refidence of a Bafliaw, about 
four days journey from Aleppo, near the confines 

of 




300 MATERIA MEDIC A. 

of Armenia. It is thence brought to Aleppo in 
fmall Ikins, and by the merchants fent to London 
and MarfciUcs, It was formerly, to be had very 
good from Mount Carmel^ by way of Acra, but 
at prefent, fcarcely any comes from that place, as 
the Arabian inhabitants of the mountain have 
neglefted to gather it, being more addided ta 
plunder than labour. I have fcen the Convolvulus^ 
from which' it is taken, grow wild in the vales 
between Nazareth and Mount CarmeL 

Schoenanthus Officinalis. Camel^s Hay. 

This grows plentifully in the defarts of both the 
Arabias ; it is gathered near Umho^ a port in Ara- 
bia Peirea, and exported to Egypt. The Venetians 
buy it in Egypt, as it enters the cotnpofition of 
the Venice treacle. This was undoubtedly one of 
the precious, aromatic and fweet plants which 
Queen Sheba gave to Solomon, being to this day 
much eileemed by the Arabians for its fwe.et fmell. 

They call it Helfi Meccavi, and Idhir Mecchi^ 

Senna. 

All the Senna grows wild in upper Egypt, It 
is gathered by the Bedovines or Arabian Peafants, 
who fell it to their Scheick or Headman. When 
he has collefted a large quantity he carries it to 
Cairo, where he fells it to a particular Perfon, who 
rents the privilege of felling this drug to the Eu- 
ropeans, from the corps of Janiflaries at Cairo, 
who difpoie of it to the beft advantage. At pre- 
fent Ibraim Kiacfa, the powerful Governor and 
Ufurpcr over Egypt, has aflumed this privilege* 
and rented it to two Jews, who were likewiib . 

farmers 
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•farmers of the cuftoms. Of thcfc the Europeans 
buy yearly as much as they want. But it is noc 
tvcry European that can buy, nor can any nation 
purchafe what quantity it thinks proper. They 
are obliged to make three lots, one for Marfeilles^ 
another for Leghorn^ and a third for Venice^ and 
each lot isto be purchafed by one merchant. Senna 
therefore is a commodity which, next to Nutmeg 
and Cinnamon, of which the Dutch are the folc 
pofleflbrs, is more monopolized than any other. 
The Egyptians may alfo fet what value they pleafc 
on this drug, as it is wanted ' in all parts of the 
world, and grows no where fo good as here. They 
fend to Marfeillcs yearly 600 Boats, each con* 
tainlng 10 Quintals, each Quintal at 20 Sequins, 
more or lefs ; a Sequin confifts of i lOO Medins. 

Myrobalani Officinales. 

The writers on Materia Medica know very lit- 
tie of the Myrobalans, which are but little ufed at 
prefent, and ftiould not obtain a place in the (hops. 
But they are ftill in ufe with the Egyptians and 
Arabians, who drink the decoftion of all the My- 
robalans as a purge, efpecially in Upper Egypt. 
This medicine operates as a corroborant as well as 
' a cathartic, and might therefore anfwer very well 
as a fuccedaneum for rhubarb, when this lafl: can* 
not be had ; but it is of no value as long as we 
can have rhubarb. The Arabian Phyficians firfl: 
Introduced the Myrobalans, which at prefent arc 
only ufed by them and their countrymen. Bota- 
nijls know ftill lefs of this fruit, which grows in 
India near Malabar, and on the confines of Ben- 
gal ; whence it is brought with other fimples to 
Meccai and over the Red Sea to Cairo. A tree 

of 
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of Myrobalans was feen at Farfchut^ a town hi 
Upper Egypt, fubjed to an Arabian Prince, by 
Jeremias Kerner, a Silefian ( Mifiionary from the 
Society to propogaie Chriftian Knowledge) who 
tflerts, that all the Myrobalans are taken from 
the fame tree, but do <iot ripen at one time ; and 
fays, that the inhabitants are very careful to dil^ 
tinguifh one from the other, and gather the ripe 
ones, without mixing or confounding them with 
the others, giving them different names according 
to their quali:its, Chabelu Ajfbat BtlkU; EmbliU^ 
Hindu Cbejri, I ordered a perfon to bring me one 
of thefe trees from Upper Egypt, but I coUld aoc 
get it before I left Egypt. 

Spica Celtlca. The Celtic Spiknard. 

The Spiknard is much more ufed by the Peo* 
pie of Inner Africa, Abyflinia, and Ethiopia, than 
by us } and in fuch quantities, that there are year* 
Iv 60 tons imported by way of Venice into Egypt 
from Germany, each ton is by the Ethiopian 
merchants bought for near 100 rixdollars. They 
make an ointment of it, which they ufe to keep 
the (kin foft in their fcorching climate, and to 
make it Ihine, for in this they think confifts its 
greaceft beauty. 

Mumia Mineralis. 

This is a bituminous, fhining, brittle, black, 
and almoft inodorous mafs, which is brought 
from Perfia. It is exccflively dear, for one drani 
of it cofts from 2 to 4 and 5 Sequins in Egypt, 
according to its fcarcity and goodnefs ; it is much 
dearer than Amber, wherefore the Grandees of 
Egypt and Turkey prcfervc it among their other 

. rarities i 
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KCiritres ; tbefe are : Amber, the true Bezoar ftone, 
, die horn of the Rhinoceros, particularly veiTels 
fiiade of it, out of which they drink water ; alt 
thefe are with them of the fame value, as precious 
Hones and jewels, and they prcferre them as care- 
fully. The Ambergris {ambra grifea) they offer 
to the Goddefs of Beauty, whom thefe people ve- 
nerate to the higheft degree ; the Bezoaf ftonc 
and Rhinoceros horn^ are both ufed as alextphar- 
mics, fudoriiks, and againft potion, for which 
reafon they preferve thtai as their tutelar Gods^ 
againft that kind of Death, to which the Gran* 
dees are fo much fubjeA, and therefore live in 
conftant fear. But this Mumia Miheratis, they 
^y» is * great vuflnerary. if experienie^con-^ 
firms the accounts the Egyptians give of it, .it is 
Certainly the greateft remedy hitherto known 
for curing wounds. They make an ointment of 
the Mumia Mineradts pulverized and mixed with 
fWeet oil i break the leg of a hen, anoint it with 
this* ointment and tie it up, if the Mummy 
is genuine, the leg is cufcd within three hours i 
and this is the method they ufe to try whe* 
thcr the Mummy is good ; but if the kg' is not 
cured within the time raentioiied, they rejed it as 
of no value. They fay, that the leg of a man is 
cyred within twenty four hours, if this remedy is 
applied. I have myfelf feeii and defcribed tte 
Mummy, but have not been an eye-witnefs of 
its efficacy, as k is very* dear and fcarce : but fe- 
veral fargeons in Cairo afferted the truth of it, and 
tdd me, they had fcen and admired the experi- 
ment; thefe were men of probity and veracity. 
It is certainly a fpecies of bitumtn^ but I am not 
able to fay, whether it is any of thofe hitherto 
known, if not the iirft in Linneei$*s fy fisem ot na:- 

lure. 
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tore« which is the fame as the Naphca of author^^ 
hardened by the heat of the fu;i. The Egypdatis 
call it* Mumia Mineralise from the exaft refemblance 
it bears to the mals, which is uken out of the 
Ikull of the Mummies in Egypt. 

Unguentum Mumiac. Oiiltment of Mumyw 

The Egyptians make an unguentum potabile, 
or liquid ointment of Mumy, by mixing the 
powder of Mumy with butter, which they call 
JManteg^ this they take inwardly when they are 
wounded. A credible perfon in Alexandria aC* 
fured me, that he faw a Moor perfedily cured in a 
ihort time, without having ufed or applied any 
other medicine, of a wound in the fide, becweea 
the ribs, made with a knife, which had pierced 
the mufculos intercoilales ; this man immediately 
drank a dofe of this ointment, about Ibij, and 
likewife anointed the wound with fome of it. 
The Egyptians ufe it alfo frequently for their 
cattle, camels, afies, (heep, oxen, &c. &c. both 
inwardly and outwardly, for wounds, fraftures, 
agaioft witchcraft, which they believe can hurt 
their cattle, and almoft in all difeafes with which 
their cattle are affli<fled. 

The method of making Sal Ammoniac in Egypt. 

Sal Ammoniac is made from the foot ariling 
from the burnt dung of four-footed animals, that 
feed only on vegetables, and of human excrements. 

This dung is collefted in the four firil months 
of the year, when all their cattle, fuch as oxen, 
cows, buffaloes, camels, iheep, goats, horfes and 
ailes, feed on fre(h fpring graf$> which in Egypt* 

is 
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is a kind of trefoil or clover : for when they are 
obliged to feed their cattle on hay, and their 
camels on bruifed date kernels, their excrements 
are not fit for this purpofe ; but when they feed 
on grafs, the poor people of Egypt are very care* 
ful in colledting the dung quite frefh, and for 
that purpofe follow the cattle all day long -, if it 
is too moift, they mix it with chaff, flubble, (hprc 
llraw, or dufl, and make it up in the form of cakes^ 
then they lay it on a wall to dry, till it is fit to be 
burnt. 

For want of wood, which none but the rich in 
Egypt can afford to buy, they burn this dung 
through the whole country, and fell a vaft quan- 
tity of foot to the falt-makers. If the country 
wanted this dung for manure, it would be bad 
oeconomy ; but ^s nature has provided Egypt with 
manure of a quite different nature, viz. the mud 
depofited by tne Nile when it overflows the coun- 
try, the inhabitants are much to be commended 
for applying the dung to another ufe. 

The excrements of the camel are not found at 
all preferable to any other, and its urine is never 
ufed for this purpofe,, although generally repbrted 
fo by authors. 

The fait workers pretend, that the human ex- 
crements, and thofe of goats and fheep, are pre- 
ferable to any other. In the months of March 
and April only they make the fait. 

The village Giza^ which is fituated at a fmall 
diftance from Cairo, is the only place near that 
city where they make this fait. There is no ma- 
nufadtory of it in Cairo 5 but there are numbers 
in the ifland Delia. 

A PERSON whp pofTefics a village, in which there 
is a fait manuf;adory, lets his peafants work it, 

X for 



306 MATERIA MEDIC A; 

for there is no ereat art in it. Thofe who work 
at it are miferable wretches ; as. indeed are ail the 
common people in Egypt. The foot, and every 
thing elfe requifite for malcing the fait, is weighed 
to them, and they are obliged to deliver fak in 
proportion, by which thev cannot wrong their 
matters of an ounce. I ihall now defcribe the 
method of making it, which, though it is very 
limple, has puzzled many chemifts. I doubt not 
butchemifts may invent fome better method, for 
this is very fimple. They build an oblong oven, 
about as long again as broad, of brick and mo\& 
dung I of fttch a (ize, that the outfide, or flat part 
of t& top of the arch, may hold fifty giafs veflels, 
ten in length and five in breadth, each veflel having 
a cavity left for it in the brick work of the arch. 
Thefe glafs veflels are globular, with a neck an 
inch long, and two inches wide. They are of 
various flzes, in different fait works, containing 
from a gallon to two gallons } but in general, zre 
but eighteen inches diameter. They coat each 
vcflcl over with a fine clay, (which they find in 
the Nile) and afterwards with ftraw ; they then 
fill them two-thirds full of foot, and put them into 
their holes on the top of the oven. 

They make the fire gentle at firft, ufing the 
above-mentioned dried dung for the fuel i they 
increafe the heat gradually, till they bring it to 
the.highefl: degree, which the workmen call hell- 
fire, and continue it fo for three days arni three 
nights together. When the heat is come to its 
due degree, the fmoke fticws itfelf, with a fourifli 
fmell, that is not unpleafant ; and in a Kttle time, 
the fait (licks' to the glalTes, dnd covers the whole 
aperture. The fait continues fubliming till the 
above time is expired y then they brf ak the glafles, 

and 
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and take out the fait, juft in the fame form^ 
and of the fame fubftance^ as it is fent over alt 
Europe. 

At each falt-work they have a glafs furnace> 
to melt the old glafles and make new ones^ 



The ingredients for the fine works, which aro 
made in France and Germany, of Papier 
Machee, as fnuff^ boxes, heads for caneS3 &c« 



Ol. Lib. Ibiv. 
Teme Umbra 5iv. 



9t IcbtyocolU Ibij. 
Mimi rubri 5y • 
Utbargyriiaurei'iiy. VitrioLalh. Jiv. 
Ceruffa ^ifs. Cohpbdnii $iij, 

EieSri Jviij. * / 
TerraTHpolitana Ibj. 



spirit, i:b*rebitab lb|. 
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Of Difeafes, and their Remedies. 



1. Pcftis. The Plague. 

2. Febris damiatae. The Fever of Datniata. 

3. Synocha. Fevers. 

4. Tertiana. The Ague. 

5. Cephalalgia. The Head ach, 

6. Colica. The Cholick. 

7. Calculus. The Gravel. 

8. Afthma. Afthtna. ^ 

9. Hyfteria. Hylterics. 

10. Imaginatio. Of theforce oflm^nadoai 

11. Taenia. The Tape worm. 

12. Ophthalmia. Difeafes of the eyes. 

13. Siphilis. The Venereal difeafe. 

14. Herpes Aleppica.^ 

15. Hernia. Ruptures. 

16. Sterilitas. Barrennefs. 

17. Puerperia. Of Child-bearing* 

18. Excreta. 

1. Peftis. The Plague^ 

I HAD a converfation with a praftidoner in phy* 
(ick at Smymay and was felicitous to know 
whether he had made any obfervations on this 
diftemper, in a place where it often rages. He 
anfwered me^ that neither he nor his collegues 
knew any thing of it, as they are clofely confined, 
and kept from all communication with thofe af- 

fliftcd 
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fliftcd with the Plague. For no Phyfician can 
fuccour thefe wretches, unlefkihe wtll fhuc himfelf 
out from all company, tind perhaps afterwards 
be condemned to (hut himfelf^ up in his houfe :^or 
forty days, and perform quarantine. 

He had, however, an opportunity privately to 
Vifit a patient afflifted with the plague, and ob- 
ferved that his eyes watered {lacrymatio oeukrum) 
and his tongue was covered with white puftules. 

The famous Count BonnevaUj diteovered a 
powder againft the Plague, ivhich had a furprifing 
^fFedt ; and he proved, that fcarce lo of lOo died, 
of thofe who ufed this powder.^' J have been in- 
formed, that there is a French furgeon, now in 
Conftantinople, who knows how to prepare this 
powder, ^ 

2. Febris maligna Vamtata Jingutaris. The Fever 

of Damiata. 

This rages during the wirtter, but more in the 
fpring, with a quick and high pulfe, great heat, 
violent thirft, dry and clammy tongue, inflamed 
eyes ; it ends in two or four days, with a red 
tumor and ftupor on one fide, but particularly the 
arm, foot and' leg on that fide fwelled, are very 
red and painfdl ; before this-crifis^ they perceive 
feme fcrum to fluftuate within the flcull, towards 
the under part of the os frontis. This crifis is not 
always a good omen, the patient often dying when 
it comes, on. If the patient efcapes death, yet the 
fwelling of the limbs and ftupor^of the fide often 
remain. The Arabians call it Nystham^ which 
fignifies/«^/o calida (warm fluxion; to diftinguifh 
it from the apoplexy^ which they call Nyft-bred| 
which Ggtiifits fiu}(ifi frigida (cold fluxion.). 

X 3 3- Synocha, 
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3. Sjrnocha^ Fewrs. 

TasY pound fli«]t<fi(h {(^ocbka) both Ihell and 
flefh, making a cacaplafin of them^ which they 
by on the fole of tha iooi v chia ierves for a vefi^ 
cacory, and draws 9 bli|[fcer on the iblc* It is the 
only remedy the Gree^ ai Athens,, Salonlca^ &c^ 
ule in violeivt fevers i and they apply it with foc-» 
cefs in the height of the difeale« . This they ufe in 
all feveta aa a dooieftick 



4* Tertiana^ Ague^ 

Afympathedck cuisfer the. Ague, which th^ 
Greeks, in the ifland Morea, prefcribe. 

When the patient begins to fhake, he goes and 
leans againft a.peach-rtreet until the fit or paroxyfrni 
is over ^ by this, they (ay, he lo&s his Ague, out 
the tree dies. away. This was told me by a per- 
ibn^ who lived a long time on Morea» and law it 
performed, as the diforder is commoa to all tb« 
jnbabitants of this I()and. 
• Takis an eg^ roaft it in aihes till it becomes 
quite hard, fprinkle it all over with pepper^ and 
eat k at once. A Swedifh merchant in Smyrna 
was by this cured of an Ague, which never re-* 
turned again^ 

5» Cephalalgia. Adoaaeftick eui^ ufed by tha 
Arabians, for the Head ach* 

In a violent Head ach they fliave the head, and 
with a knife cut feveral holes before the crown of 
^e head (fotura coronalis) \ the blood which runs 
out they ftroke forwards with a (harp edged piece 

of 
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of wood, letting tt then run as long as they think 
proper, or until the patient's pain is mitigated. 
They cut the holes in fuch a manner as not to' 
touch any vein, but only in the (kin or flefhy 
part, fo far refcmbling a icarification. 

6. Colicas Medicina. A Cure for the Cholic. 

Take the fnuffoi a candky and German fiaf^ 
mix /them well, and make pilh. This in the 
Levant is found to be a fure remedy againft the 
Cholic. 

Make pills of pitch (bitumen volgare) of the 
Ii2e of a pea, of which, three or four arc to be 
taken, when the fit or paroxyfm comc;^ on. This 
is faid to be a fovereign remedy againft the wind 
tholic in Tartary, which 1 learned from a, 
Man in Smyrna, who had long lived simongfir 
the Tartars. 

Colica fiatulenta. Gravidarum Pejfus. 

Take of powdered nutmeg, two grains; fwect 
oil, what quantity you pleafe. 

Make a tent of cotten, motften it with the a- 
bove mixture, and apply it. The patient muft 
fit in warm water, almoft up to her middle, for 
an hour, before the Pefius is applied. I faw a 
midwife at Cairo, with this remedy, cure a wo- 
man fix months gone with child, of a Colica 
fiatulenta, which the patient had erroneoufly taken 
for a fign of future or inftant abortion ; but the 
midwife prudently judged it to be the aforefaid 
diftemper. 

The women in Egypt frequently ufe Pefiaria ; 
but in Europe they are fcarcely. ever ufed, tho* I 

X 4 doubt 
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doubt not but they might be of fervicc A people, 
however, fo much given to lull as the Egyptians, 
often make a bad ufe of them. I was informed 
by phyficians, apothecaries and priefts, to whom 
they confcffed it on their death-beds, that they 
often ufe them to help conception, and tocauiea- 
bortion and barrcnnefs. But I was not informed 
of what fubftance, and in what manner they were 
made» nor did I think it worth my while to ca-- 
quire. 

A cure the Arabians have for their Horfes, when 
they are troubled with Gripings (Colica iive. 
Iliaca.) 

Thev give the Gall of Bears powdered and 
mixed with coffee to the Horfe 5 this is a moft 
powerful remedy againft this diftempcr, to which 
the Arabian Horfes are fubjeft. This Gall is very 
fcarce with the Arabians, therefore they pay dear 
for it when they can get it, and prefervc it as a 
valuable treafure to ufe it on this occaOon ; one 
cannot offer an Arab a more welcome prefent, 
than a bit of genuine Bear's Gall, which they know 
very, well, and cannot be impofed on with the 
Gall of other animals. 

7, Calculus. The Gravel. 

The inhabitants of the Eaft ufe the dried leaves 
of almands infufed in water to cure the Gravel. 

5. Afthma. 
• - • 

Take a fea gull, chop it in pieces, boil itjn 
water to make a ftrong broth, and drink it at 

once. 
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This domcftick remedy I learned in Smyrna, 
where it is faid to be ufed in the moft delperate 
Afthmas. 

9. Hyftcria, Hyftericks. 

Fill a date with the powder of mafticbj after 
taking out the ftone ; clofe it again, and lay it on 
coals to road. The patient is to place herfelf 
over the coals, and draw the fmoak of ir, which 
16 of an agreeable fmell, up her nofe; when the 
date leaves off fmoking, or when the mafiicb is 
melted and mixed with the juice of the date, the 
patient eats it. This is to be done under the 
paroxyfm, which I ahi told will certainly be ob- 
viated. 

Another : Lay the eggs of the fepia oftopodia 
the cuttle fifh with eight claws on coals, and draw 
the fmoke of it Up your mouth and nofe. Both 
thefe methods are uled in the Levant. 

10. Imaginationls ftratagema. 

A MAN afflifted with the hypochondriac difeafc, 
and of a very difturbed mind, continually com- 
plained of fomething in his throat which almoQ: 
fuffocated him, I endeavoured to cure him by 
ftratagem. I ordered a hen to be killed, and an 
egg to be taken out ; I then prefcribed for the 
Patient a light vomit, perfuading him that it 
would bring up what troubled him. While he 
was vomiting, I ordered the egg to be privately 
conveyed into the pot, and when the vomit had 
cealcd operating, I fhewed him the egg amongft 
what he had brought up % he was overjoyed, de* 

daring 
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daring he fell ic no niore9 nor did be afterwards 
complain of it. 

II* Taenia. The Tape- worm. 

The Tape- worm, which has of late years en- 
gaged the attention of many fftM Phyficians» is a 
plague, from which the inhabitanca of Egypt ate 
noc exempted, and which, in this country, affords 
opportunities enough for a Phyfician. to enquire 
into its nature^ of which we know yery little.. 
Mr. Foumace, furgeon to the French naoon^ ab 
Cairo, was the firft who told me this plague was 
Tery common in Egypt, and (hewed me three 
pieces of a Tape- worm, which he had, at variotts 
times, forced out of a woman : one of them was 
forty, the other about fifteen, and the third ten 
French friqne i it was near half an inch broad. 
After I had got this information, I ufed my beft 
endeavours to be better informed, and to colledr 
what obfervations I could get from him, and every 
body elfe who praftifed phyCc here, relative to a 
fubjeA of fo much importance. I here commu- 
cate them as they were related to me. The Tape- 
worm is fo common, that Mr. Foumace, who has 
pradifed phyfick here for feveral years, believes 
two-thirds of the inhabitants of Cairo to be trou* 
bled with them. The Jews, and the common 
people of Egypt, are mod: afflicted with this dif« 
order ; many of the Coptites are alfo tormented 
^ith them, but not many of the Turks. I did 
not fail afking the PraAitioners of Cairo, why the 
people in this country are more tormented with 
them than in other places, and why fome forts of 
the people here, are more fubgedt to them than 
others i But I got no fatisfa&ory anfwers. They 

all 
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all agreed that the diet was the principal caufe, but 
this was nothing new to me ; however, I am of 
opinion, that the miferable food of the poor peo- 
ple, and particularly the nourilhment they take 
great part of the year from melons, cucumbers, 
and all other kinds of ground fruit, deferve fome 
attention. One told me, that the Jews arc troub- 
ied with worms, becaufc they eat fo many fweet 
things •, and the women in particular, eat more 
fweet meets, confeftions, pruins, &c, than other 
food. It is the general opinion, that fweet things 
nourifli at Ipaft, if not occafion, worms inchildren^. 
The Turks live here as well as in other places on 
good and well dreffed viduals. Rice and Helh are 
their chief food.. They likewife eat much fifli, 
but the poor cannot buy them. The fi(h of the 
Nile do not perhaps contribute towards breeding 
worms, though we have reafon to believe, that 
the.fi(h of other rivers do. I made diligent en- 
quiry with refpeft to the Signsj by which we may 
judge, whether anyone has the Tape- worm or not % 
and was informed, that the furcft' method is to ex- 
amine the ftomach and eyes, viz, when a blue 
ring is fcen under the eyes, and when the ftomach 
fwells round the navel •, but I was i;old there is ne* 
ver occafion to fearch for more than one fign, and 
this is the fureft, viz. the Vermes cucurbitini 
(Gourd worms.) As foon as he knew that the pa- 
tient voided Gourd-worms, he never hefitated to 
prefcribe medicines againft the Tape- worm, and , 
be never remembered to have been difappointed 
in his conjcdures. It is very eafy to know here 
whether a patient has Gourd- worms, five perlbns 
out of ten, and perhaps more, void them when 
they go to ftool, fome in confidcrable numbers, 
and almoft all without attending to it, except when 

, theJ^ 
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they aik the advkc of a Phyfician, upon tlie vcr-' 
mins tormenting them, and he enquires whether 
they perceived them. They have no medicine in 
Egypt againft worms ; nor do they ever require a 
Phyfician to prefcribc any thing for them. Even 
they who know they harbour them, and are tor- 
mented with all the inconveniences they are wont 
to caufe, require only a remedy for the fymptoms^ 
e.g. gripes, hcad-ach, vomitings, but never fay 
any thing of the caufe, which is generally to be at- 
tributed to worms. They cannot conceive that 
the infignificant Gourd-worms, which they void 
with fo much eafe, can occafion a difeafe, and they 
never dream of the true caufe, I mean the Tape- 
worm ; for which reafon they are greatly terrified 
when a Phyfician expels one from them. A Phy- 
fician muft therefore know in what manner to 
prefcribe againft the real caufe, and not attend to 
what the patient fays of his fymptoms. I never was 
acquainted with more than one remedy prefcribed 
for the worms, by thofe who praftifcd phyfic in 
Cairo with judgment and applaufe, but this always 
fucceeded fo well, that they had no occafion to 
fcarch for another. This is Petroleum given in- 
wardly. Mr. Des Barats. M. D. of the Faculty of 
Paris, and Phyfician to the Conful at Cairo, com- 
municated this remedy to me. Both he, and the 
aforefaid Mr. Foumace, have ktn a confiderabte 
number in Cairo cured by Petroleum, and the 
worm Mr. Foumace ftiewed me, was expelled by 
it : they give it for three days fucceflively, for 
which purpofe they chufe the three laft days of 
the moon's lafl: quarter. When th«y have given it 
for three days, they try whether they can expel 
any of the worm which. they fuppofe to Be killed ; 
if this does not fucceed, they wait till the next de- 

creafc 
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^%itafe of die moon, and repeat the fame courfe« 
Cairo, July^ i, i75i* 

Ophthaimia £gyptiorum. Difeafes of the Eyes. 

No Difeafes dtt more common in iEgypt than 
lliofe that alFeft the Eyes, efpecially in Cairo, where 
the greatelt part of the inhabitants are afflidted 
with (Ophthalmia and Pforothalmia) fore and watrf 
Eyes. More than one caufe may be given for this 
endemic diibrder. The exceflive heat added to 
the incredible quantity of fine duft, which flies 
about the air of this dry country, is fufficient to 
make the difeafes of the, Eye more frequfcot ia 
Egypt,' than any where elie, ahd perhaps in 
feme places this alone may be the caufe. . But I 
am fully perfuaded, that it is not the only thing 
that occafions this diforder in the city of Cairo. I 
have there obfervcd one more remarkable. The 
inhabitants, efpecially thofe that live near the ca- 
fial, have under their houfes a fink or deep pit» 
that anfwers for a ncceflary-houfe, for the recep- 
tion of all kinds of filth and excrements. From 
this fink there is a drain that leads into the canal 
which runs through the city, and is never opened 
but, in order to clear it out, once a year, and that 
at the time when the heat is moft violent, and the 
canal has fcarcely any thing in it but the foetid 
mire left by the Nile : and to this filth and or* 
dure I afcribe the caufe of fore Eyes to the People 
in Cairo, for whilft thefe putrid fubfl:anccs are ihut 
up in the pit they infenfibly throw off^ fome noxi- 
ous particles, which become more perceptible when 
they are emitted into the canal, and unite their poi- 
fon with the circumambient air. To confirm my 
opinion,! need only ufe the argument, which induced 
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the learned Ramazzin to write his treatiie d^ 
Morbis Artificunit to which I refer tl^e reader. 

I HAVE feen one example of this, which was 
more remarkable than all the others i a European 
forty yeats of age had been in Cairo three years^ 
and was every year attacked wtth^ore and inflam- 
ed Eyes, juft at the time when the ftefich was 
greateft in the canal, on the fide of which he lived. 
He attributed his Difeafe to his fituadon, as it went 
away as foon as the caufe was removed, namely^ 
when the water at the rifing of the Nile flowed in« 
CO the canal. Cairo, June 27 1750. 

13. Siphilis. An example of t;f»^^^ Ulcers, being 
cured io Egypt with Tar-waler. 

* 

A MAN forty years of age had venereal Ulcers oa 
his forehead, nofe, chin, and in his throat, which 
had occafioned a hoarfenefs, &c. An Engliih 
Nobleman, who was travelling in Egypt) (aw 
this wretch, and immediately perceived die caufe 
of his condition. He knew that Tar^^aSer had 
been ufed with fuccefs in England in fuch ca(est 
tnd therefore defired the Engli(h Conful, Mr< 
Barton, to try whether he could by the fame 
means cure him of his Diftemper. He procured 
Swedilh Tar, from a Swedilh Ship at Alexan- 
dria, prepared Tar-water^ and ordered the pa^ 
ticnt to drink about a pint and a half a day. la a 
month the fwelUngs in his throat began to abatet 
and he recovered his voice. By degrees the Ul« 
cers in his face were cured, and when I faw him 
him, which was three months after he had begun to 
drink Tar-wafer^ there only remained an Ulcer on 
his nofe, and this was alfo beginning tP mend* 

Cairo, July 6th, 1750. 

14. Herpes 
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i4« Herpes Aleppina. 
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. (i.) Children and women never eictpe this 
Diieafe. (2.) Very few men, who come from other 
parts to Aleppo, efcape iC; the inhabitants fay. 
there is fcarcely one in a thoufand. (3.) If any 
efcape it, they are thofe who have black hair (of 
a hielancholy temper,) according to the obferva-* 
tions made by the inhabitants. (4.) It commonlf 
lafts for list months, but there are examples of its 
continuing a year and more. (5.) It often affeds 
the cheeks of the Ladies, and then does more da« 
mage by going off, than by Haying, for it deftroys 
their beauty by leaving a. fear. (6.) It is very in- 
conftant wkh regard to the place it occupies in 
men, Ibmetimes afieding the cheeks, fiioulders, 
aofe, and even the glans penis, iy.) Nobody 
coiild yet diicover the cauie of this Difeaie ; the in<* 
habitants commonly alcribe it to the water. (8.) 
The inhabitants apply no medicines for it, but 
ieave it to nature. 

Mr. Justi, fecretary to the Swedifii Conful^ 
told ine, that an Armenian fervant in the Swedi(h 
Fa£lory had the Aleppo Mark. ' I was defirous of 
being informed by the fervant of the circumftances 
of this Difeafe, he related to me what follows : All 
who are either born .at Aleppo, or come thither 
from other places, are attackol with a Difeafe, 
which has the following fymptoms and eflTei^a ; 
fome part of the body, fometimes feveral, often 
ten or twelve, is afFeded with a fore or rather efflo- 
refcence, which is red, foimewhat elevated, without 
heat or pain, and the patient fcarcely knows 
that he has it. There appear neither Vefides nor 
pimples. This continues a longer or a (horter time, 

and 
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and termtnates with a fcab (efchara), without hav« 
ing fuppurated* When this falls oflf, it leaves an 
ugly and deep fear, which the people in the Le- 
vant call the ylUppo Mark ; all who have dwelt in 
the city bear it, and perceive alfo more inconve* 
nience after the Difeafe, than while it is on them, 
efpecially thofe who bear the marks of it in the 
face. But there are feme who bear a much more 
unfortunate mark of this Difeafe, viz. thofe who 
become blind, when the fore affeds the eyes. This 
iervant had three fears, one on each cheeky pretty 
deep, of an irregular £^ure, and refembling much 
the fears which remsun after burnt fores. They 
who have once got over the Difeafe, are never af- 
ter afie£fced with it, and they are feldom in the 
town many days before it attacks them. The in« 
habiunts of the town and travellers afcribe the 
caufe to the water ; I afked the fervant, whether 
he ever perceived any fingular qualities in the wa- 
ter which is ufed at Aleppo, for meat and drink ? 
but he knew of nothing, except that the water is 
brought into the town by aqueduAs from a little 
inland river, and that it neither taftes nor fmells 
different from other water, only a little warm. 
Smyrna, December 30, 1749. 

15. Hernia, Ruptures. 

• 

I HAVE been told by fome perfons in Syria^ 
who had undergone the cauterium icroti in Rup- 
tures themfelves, and been perfe£tly cufed. 

1 6. Sterilitasr Barrennefs. 

The man and woman are to drink a tea cup 
full of clove water before they go to bed. This 

is 



M E D t C A; 59^ 

Is a iipv^reign remedy in Egypt in thefe cafes, and 
1 have been told, that womeh, wlio had been barren 
for many yearsj have conceived, by ufing this 
fimple medicine. A hiidwife, who told me this^ 
laid', that fhe h^d often prefcribed it With fucccfs. 
Cairo, December 26th, 1750. 

17. Puefperia. 

I THIS day procured the following informations^ 
concerning the birth of children, amongft the in-^ 
habitants of thfe Eaft. (i.) There are both Tur- 
kifli and Greek midwifes here, who have learned 
their art by experience, without being taught by 
any body. (2.) The wortien here have good time§, 
and we feldonl hear of diMcult labours in 
child-birth, niuch lefs of women dying in labour, 
efpecially artiortgft the Turks. (3.) When the 
child is born, they cut the firing of the navel, as 
with us, and apply cauterium aftuale, or a red hot 
iron to it. (4.) The head of the child is fprink- 
led over with the powder of gallnuts and nutmeg 
mixed together $ this forms a crufl: on the he^d, 
which they leave on till it falls off itfelf ; this 
Vfually happens within ten or twelve days, (g.) 
The mother or nurfc is very folicitous to bend the 
arms and legs of the child. They bend, for ex- 
ample, the left leg backwards over the loins, and 
take the right arm and lay it over the back, fb as 
to meet the foot, and in the fame manner the other 
leg and arm. To facilitate this, they anoint the 
joints with fweet oil : I have been aflTured by fome 
women, that this is the beft remedy to filencc 
children when they Cry, and that the child by a 
natural inftinft requires this to be done to it. May 
not this be the reafon, why the caftern people are 
fo much more aftive than the Europeans? The 

Y ' Greeks 
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Greeks chriften their children immediately after 
their births or within a few da)W at leaft, clipping 
them in warm* water, and in this refpeft they arq 
much wifer than their brethren the Ruffians, who 
dip them into rivers in the coldeft winter, Tlie 
Jews circumcife their children on the 8th day, 
which feems to be. a difficult and dangerous opera- 
tion at that age. But the Turks are wifer, for they 
defer this great ceremony in their religion, until 
their fons have attained the 8th year of their age. 

A Turk in Egypt had by feveral wives forty 
children, of which none lived, (2.) A Bey, who 
was murdered at Cairo about fifteen years ago, had 
at his death feventy (even women in his Haram, 
all with child. (3.). Children got in Egypt by fo- 
reign parents feldom live, whether they <come of 
Franks or Levantines 5 we therefore fee few Tur- 
kifli children, tho* the militia or army of Egypt 
confifts of Turks who take women flistves from 
Georgia, Circaffia, Ruffia, and other places. The 
reafon of it may in great meafure be attributed to 
the curfed cuftom of deftroying the foetus, as foon 
as they perceive they have conceived, in order to 
preferve the love of their hufbands, and exclude 
their rivals. , (4.) However, a Turk in Cairo had 
by 'eight wives, within ten years, eighty children, 
all living, of which I knew feveral. 

18. In Damiata, the NecefTary-houie is in the 
Kitchen, which is very Angular. We fhall fcarce- 
ly find fuch a difgreeable cuftom in any place. In 
the other towns, of Egypt, this place is always in 
the dwelling-houfe, but not in the room where the 
viftuals are drcfled. 

COM- 
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. !• The Riches of Egypt. 

2. The Trade. 

3. The Trade of the French. 

4. The Trade of Aleppo. ^ 

5. The Trade of Damiata. 

6. The Trade of Per fia. 

7. The Weights of Egypt. 

8. The Drcfs or Cloathing of the Turks. 
9* Cotton. 

. 10. Coffee. 

11. Incenfe. 

12. To give Wine an agreeable Flavour. 

I. The Riches of Egypt. 

THEY affure me, that Egypt pays 1000 
purfes a day to the Revenue, yet but a fmall 
part of this reaches the Sultan. The greateft part 
of it goes to the Beys in Cairo, who govern the 
country, and 4000 men only can be draughted 
from hence in time of war. Abdulha Baihaw, 
was by the Sultan fent to Egypt as Baihaw dur« 
ing my ftay at Cairo ; at his arrival he defired the 
Government to pay 200,000 ducats into his privy 
purfe, inilead of' the moneys he had a right to 
levy hereafter ; thefe were without further delibe- 
ration given him within a few hours. He like- 
wife defired Ibraim Kiaja to give him 5000 'du- 
cats, which was alfo complied with : thefe fums, 
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laid on one table, fhcw that Egypt docs not Want 
for money. Ibrahim Kiajdj who in my time was 
Ufurper of Egypt, gave the prcfcnt Balhaw, fomc 
days after his arrival, a grand entertainment, at 
which he and his brother Rodoau Kiaja, who 
was the other Ufurper, waited at table. After 
dinner, he gave the Bafhaw prefents to the a- 
mount of 30^000 ducats, which confifted of 
horfes with and without furniture, fluffs from In- 
dia, diamonds and coined gv>)d. An Ufurper, 
poffeffed of the chief power over Egypt, might 
make fuch a prefent without lofing by it, but he 
who received it, viz. the Bafliaw, muft certainly 
have been much grieved to find himfelf loaded 
with prefents from a perfon, whofe feigned re- 
fpe£t was intended to (hew him his power. They 
are not the moft agreeable prefents, which we are 
obliged, for certain reafons of date, to rec^ivp 
from thofe we would rather wifli to fee in a con- 
dition, in which it would be out of their power to 
make them. 

2. Of Gain in Trade. 

If wt can procure a commodity from the firft 
hand, and fell it ourfelves without a rival for con- 
fumption, we certainly may gain as much as we 
pleafe. The largeft fum is given to the planter 
or manufacturer, the merchant gains tlje profit, 
and the purchafer fuffers the lofs. This has been 
the foundation of riches in England and Hol- 
land. The French have endeavoured to follow 
their example in Egypt, but they have always 
been obliged to leave a (hare of the profit to their 
teachers. A Frenchman buys coffee at Mecca 
from the firft hand, he carries it to Marfeilles, 

and 
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ind there fells it to the Dutch, Gcnocfe and Swifs, 
by which he gains a little. Thcfe laft fell it to 
the Germans, S^wedes, Ruffians, &c. and gain a 
little; the Frenchman might likewife have had 
this profit, if he had himfelf carried it to thofe 
places where the Dutch, &c. fell it. 

3. The French in Cairo^ where they have 
eight merchants houfes, fell annually to the Turks 
in Egypt 5 or 600 bales of cloth, each bale at 
500 ducats Scrmahabub. They diligently remark 
what colour the people tike beft, of this they fend 
a fample to France, and order cloth fuitable to the 
tafte of the people. The cloth which the French 
export to the Levant, is not of the fame kind with 
that they manufafture for themfelves, the laft be- 
ing ftrong, thick, clofe and good, but that which 
they export to the Levant though very fine, yet 
it is thin, and foon wears out. They fell greateft 
part of it at the Beiram of the Turks, for then 
every one who can afiford it muft have a new fuit 
of cloaths. The Grandees and rich people in E- 
gypt at that time cloth their fervants, which are 
often 5 or 600 in number, and this recjuires much 
cloth. The Englifh, who have only one houfe 
here, have but a fmall (hare of this profit, as their 
cloths are much better, and confequcntly dearer, 
but the inhabitants prefer that which is cheapeft 
and makes a fine appearance, and care not much 
about the goodnefs, provided it lafts one year. 
The French merchants received this day goods 
from France by way of Alexandria, to the value 
of 600,000 livres ; thefe came in a (hip from Mar* 
feilles, which was the richeft that had come to 
Egypt in the memory of man ; it had befides on 
board a quantity of goods for the French mer- 
chants in Alexandria and Rofettc. The lading 
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confifted only of cloatbs and cochineal* Cain^ 
June 19th, 1750. 

4. In AUfpo^ which is the prettied town in the 
Turkifh empire, there are nine French and eight 
Engli& houfes. There arc more Englifti here, 
than in any other place in the Levant ; they trade 
to Perfia and India. When PerQa is at peace, they 
can gain 300 per cent, on their broad cloaths* 
For thefe ^e market is as good in PerGa, as it is 
for the French in Turkey 5 becaufe the country is 
colder^ and requires a thicker nianufafture than 
the thin and wretched French cloths \ it depends 
alfo on the different fentiments of the two nations. 
The Turks admire a brilliant colour and fplcn- 
did appearance-, the Perfians are a wifer pco* 
pie and know the value of goods. The Englifh, 
difpofe of 8 or 900 bales of cloth . tv^vf year at 
Aleppo, and the French the fame quantity. They 
get in return Silk, Drugs and Tefiic. The filk 
comes from Pcrfia^ and is much valued in £ng« 
land. 

5. The Trade of Damiata. 

They export large quantities of Flax every year 
to Venice, Leghorn, and fome to Marfeilles. They 
make linen here, and fell it to great advantage, to 
France and Italy for lining, and where courfe 
linen is required \ but moil of it goes to Syria» 
Greece, Conftantinople, and other places in Tur- 
key i to each of thefe are every year exported 100 
Jbales, each bale iix feet in length, and four in 
breadth and height, being valued from 3 to 500 
piafter. All Egyptian linen is coarfe, and much f£ 
the fame finenefs with the ten or twelve-penny Irilh 
linenj but with this diflferejncet that the Egyptian 
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is thin» and the Irifh clofe, and in this refpefb, I 
itaagine the former to be ftronger than the latter, 
which is confirmed by experience, and allowed by 
the rules of mechanics. The antients talk much 
of the linen of Egypt, and many of our learned 
men imagine it was fo fine and precious, that 
we have even lofl: the art, and cannot make it fo 
good. They have been induced to think fo, by 
the commendations the Greeks laviflied on the E- 
gyptian linens. They had good jeaibn for doing 
it, for they had no fiax themfelves, and were unac- 
quainted with the art of weaving. But were we to 
compare a piece of Holland linen with the linen 
in which the Mumies were laid, and which is of 
the oldeft and beft manufacture in Egypt, we 
jhould find that the fine linen of Egypt is very 
coarfe in comparifbn to what is now made. The E- 
gyptian linen was fine and fought after by kings 
and princes, when Egypt was the only country 
that cultivated Flax, and knew to ufe it. 

Hides and Rice are the other confiderable com- 
modities which Damiata affords. Through this 
town goes all the filk which is ufed in Egypt, it is 
brought from Syria and* Cyprus in confiderable 
quantities. 

6. The Perfian trade has, fince the reign of 
Thomas Kouly Kan, being utterly ruined. The 
Englifh and Dutch who were at Ifpahan had e- 
. nough to do to fave their lives, and were obliged 
to leave their goods and houfes to be plundered^ 
when the town was feveral times facked by the 
troops of the competitors for the crown. There 
came formerly from Perfia to Aleppo looo bales 
of the bed filk, which the Franks fent to Europe, 
who in return fent to Perfia a quantity of doth and 
other European goods. This trade is at prefent en- 
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tircly at a ftand. There came alfo formerly to 
Smyrna feveral rich Caravans from Perfia, which 
are not to be ieen now, nor do they continue to trade 
to PerHa, by way of Ba0bra ; and all this, becaufe 
this kingdom, formerly one of the moft powerful 
in the Eaft, is now entirely ruined, partly by the 
tyranny of Thomas Kouly Kan, and partly by the 
fadions which after his death contended for the 
Crown, 

y. The Weights of Egypt. . 

A Cantar of Cairo^ one of the greateft Weights 
in Egypr, commonly contains 105 Rotielij which 
make 38 Turkifh Gke. They have a Angular 
cuftom at Cairo, viz. each commodity is fold by 
Its own weight, different from all others, ib that 
a Cantar of coffee is different from a Cantar of 
myrrh or incenfe. There is alfo for every com- 
modity a different manner of counting money ; 
a piafter paid for incenfe contains fixty medins, 
when paid for another commodity it conuins per- 
haps forty, &c. 

8, Cloaths. 

The Turks, even the pooreft of them, muft 
abfolutely, have new Cloaths at their Beiram^ which 
fucceeds the Ramazan. By this the Europeans, 
but efpecially the French, who deal in Cloaths, 
become confiderable gainers. It is very expen- 
five to thofe who hold great offices, and confe- 
fequ'-ntly keep a number of flaves and fcrvants \ 
for theie they muft alfo cloath at this time. They 
reckon that a Grandee in Cairo can't cloath his 
fervants for lefs than 20,000 ducau at the Beiram. 

9, Cex- 
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9. Cotton is the chief produce of Cyprus. 
This is the belt and inoft valuable of any in the 
LiCvant, and much in requeft amongft the French 
and Venetians. Cyprus produced formerly 6000 
Cantars of Cotton, which was fold in the year 
1751, at 170 piaftersa Cantar; at other times it 
commonly fells at 1 50 piafters a Cantar ; but the 
fcarcity whi^h was for feveral years together oc- 
cafioned by great droughts and locufts, and add 
to this the want of people, owing to the tyranny 
of the Turks, have made this and other products 
of Cyprus very deir and fcarce. 

xo. Coffee. 

There are yearly brought 36,000 bales of 
Coffee from Mocka to Egypt, each bale felling 
for fixty piafters. A Cantar of Coffee is fold ac 
Cairo for eighteen Mahbub, each Mahbub con- 
iifts of 1 10 Medins« 

II. Jncenfe (UEncens, Incenfo) 

Sells according to its goodnefs, from nine to 
twenty -three piafters, at fixty medins each, per 
Cantar, confiftingof no rottoli. 

12. A Method of giving Wine a fine Flavour; 

Pluck the flowers of the vine, when ttcy arc 
juft come forth and in full blollbm, dry them in 
the ftiade, but by no means in the fun or a ftrong 
heat ; powder and preferve them. Take what 
quantity you pleafe of this powder, tye it up in 
linen, and hang it in the caflc, when the new 
Wine begins to ferment. Nothing is more natu- 
ral. 
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ral, and nothing more efficacious in giving Wine 
a high flavour^ than this powder. The quintef- 
fence of the virtues of a plant lies in the flowers. 
By drying them flowly, the evaporating fubtle 
particles are concentrated, and they may be pre* 
ferved a long time without lofing their virtue. 
When the Wine ferments, it aAs oo thefe fine 
particles, and the motion thereby occafioned is 
fufficient to mix them with the Wine, w^uch foy 
thefe iheans; contains all the virtues of the grape 
and flower. I know that the Greek Bilhop in 
Smyrna, from whom I learned this method, had 
a Wine of no fine Flavour, made of grapes which 
grow at Urla^ a place near Smyrna ; but by this me- 
thod he gave it a fmell and Flavour far furpafling 
any of the fame Wiae not thus prepared. I know 
not whether this has ever been tried in other places, 
vet I make not the leafl: doubt but that it would 
be attended with equal good fuccefs, in any place 
vnhtrt vines are planted, as nature is always the 
fame, and never varies. 
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LETTERS. 403 



Dr. H a S S E L Q^U I S T's 

LETTER S, 

To Profefibr 

CHARLES LINNiEUS, 

Knight of the Polar Star, and firft Phyfician to the King^ 



Smyrna, Dec. 16, 1749. 

I Never undertook a talk fo agreeable as tht 
prelent, when I have the honour to write to 
you from fo diftant a part of the world, to affure 
you of my higheft regard and cfteem. 

The many favours you have conferred on me, 
and the care you took to forward my journey, give 
me hopes that you will- with pleafure condefccnd 
to receive a detail of what hajs happened to me 
from my departure to this day, and which I fhall 
now have the honour to give you, 

I Came to Smyrna the 27th of laft month, af- 
ter a voyage of fixtecn weeks. The fea agreed 
very well with me, though it is not without its in- 
conveniencies ; but by being cautious, and thro' 
the"bleffing of the Almighty, I have bore all with- 
out receiving any hurt, and am in as good a ftate 
of health at prefent, as I ever have been in my 
life, r have never been fick either at home or 
abroad; I am only forry that a boift^rous fea 
took from me all opportunities of feeing many of 
the wonderful works of nature. A filh, which 

fomfi- 
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. ^metimes .we caught with our hook, or fmall birds 
driven by the winds to feck fhelter with us, were 
all I had to facisfy my curiofity, and employ my 
time, in defcribing and reducing them to their 
proper tribe. The latter, viz. wag-tails, buntings, 
Iparrows, larks, vidt'ifd us oftener than we de- 
lired I as they never foreboded good. They be- 
gan their vifits in the Baltic, and continued them 
to the Archipelago, and as often as a little bird 
came on board us, we were always fure of hard 
weather. Thefe little creatures are as forward at 
fea as on (hore to take refuge with men. I fliould 
imagine, our Divines ought not to be ignorant of 
this propenfity in them, as it very well explains the 
reafon why Noah's dove, which was of the fame 
tribe, was fo faithful as to return to the ark, ra- 
ther than keep out at fea, or live in a world de/li- 
tute of men. 

I HAVE always taken care to get hold of fome 
of thefe travellers, and have defcribed about thirty 
of them i fome of which I have feen in Sweden, 
others not. I had them all prefervedi but Io(l 
them by an unlucky accident. 

It was entertaining to fee, when a lark intended 
to come and vifit us, which however never hap* 
pened, gnlefs we were near fome fhore, that it had 
the fame adion at fea as on land, fhooting down, 
and rifing again perpendicularly ; but it was ill- 
adapted to its nature, as there were no green fields 
whereon it might reft : this bird is not calculated 
to reft on the fea, therefore the greatcft part of 
them periftied in the waves ; a few only, and thofe 
almoft dead reaching us, I had a great inclination 
to fee the Peteril, but not one appeared, though 
there were frequent opportunities. I alfo afkcd 
f ur old feamen, who for many years frequented 

the 
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the Spanilh and Mediterranean fcas, whether they^ 
had ever feen fuch a bird 5 but they anfwered iii" 
the negative, I have reafon to beHeve, that it only 
appears in the great ocean near both the Indies, • 
and efpecially the weftern. I have only been on 
the ifland Milo in the Archipelago, which is one 
of the worft -, it was befides in the autunnn, and I 
had no opportunity of fcarching for plants 5 yet I 
colleded ibme as I went up to the town, which 
was in the middle of November, viz. autumnal 
dandelion^ {Leontodon autumnale) Nerium oleander^ 
which was already in feed, Maftich tree (Pijiacia 
Lenttfcus) an Anemone, which was in bloffom, 
with variegated blue and white flowers. In the 
town, the date tree was in bloilbm, the flowers 
were brought on the table with the defert, at a 
place where I dined, to regale us with their agree- 
able odour. Majoram was kept in a pot, and gi- 
ven me as a rarity. 

A black Qame^ (Tetrao urogallus) was fhot 
there in a palm tree. I could never have imagined, 
that this northern bird was .to be met with fo far 
to the Ibuth, if I had not feen it myfelf. Wood- 
cocks were alfo to be feen there, and I have flnce 
feen them, here ; they have their winter quarters {b 
far to the fouth, but in the fummer they quit this 
country. 

I COULD not get many fifhes on. my voyage, 
though they pleafe me moft. I have defcribed Zr 
ScombeTy which Artediua hath not amongfl: his 
fpecies, and 1 cannot find that he mentions it a- 
mongll his Genera. I got a Sparus at Milo, which 
I likewife believe to be a nondefcript. 

I ENJOY the entire good-will and friendfliip of 
cur more than good Conful Mr. Rydelius, where 
I board without expence. I am treated very 

politely 
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g>litcly by the French Conful, Mr. PeyfoneU the 
urch Count Hochpied, and fome Greeks of con- 
dition ; Mr. Peyfonel is a very learned man, and 
affords me much pleafure. 

The college or Phyficians of this town which 
confifts of five Doctors, all Greeks, who have ftu- 
died in Italy » Ihew me iQUch complaifance, and 
have called me feveral times to their confultaticms. 
This is a place, where I can do much in natural 
Hiftory, ii the long journey I have to make, and 
my little money, will allow me to tarry here a hw 
months. The lea affords fiihes and variety of other 
animals. Wild fowl are in greater plenty here 
than in other places, and are daily brought to 
market from the country and fea. The hills, dales 
and plains, will be rich in flowers when the fcsifbn 
once approaches ; and I can never have a better 
opportunity of looking round me in a foreign 
country than I have here. Our Conful's Interpret 
ters, Janiflaries and horfes are at my fervice, when- 
ever I picafe ; and befides, I live in a houfe, to 
which they daily bring fifh and wild fowl. * . 

The time I have been here has particularly 
afforded me an opportunity of feeing the kinds oi 
fifli and Ihell-fifh the Greeks ufe in their Lent. I 
believe no people make io much ufe of (hell-fi(b, 
and other fea animals, as the Greeks do. I have 
feen them eat ten different (brts of fhell-fifli, (lob- 
Hers, crabs, prawns and (hrimps are not iitcluded 
here, being ranked by Linnaeus under the clafs of 
* infefbs) when with us oyfters only are eaten. A- 
moneft others they fell here a Septa (Cuttle fifh,) 
which by them is called Urmitiiict ; it has only eight 
tentacula, all of equal length \ the whole animal is 
a foot long, and thick in proportion. Of this the 
Greeks have related me an anecdote, which I diink 

renaarkable : 
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remarkable : the Pinna muricata, or great Silk 
mufcie, is here found in the bottom of the fea in 
large quantities, being a foot long : the Urunroiia^ 
or cutue fifli with eight rays, watches the oppor- 
tunity, when the mufcle opens her Ihell, to creep 
in it, and devour her -, but a little crab, which has 
fcarcely any Jhcll, or has at Icaft only a very thin 
one, lodges conftantly in this Chell-fifh ; ihe pays 
a good rent, by faving the life of her landlady, for 
ihe keeps a conftant look out through the aper- 
ture pf the fliell, and on feeing the enemy ap- 
proach, (he begins, to ftir, when the irlyoc (for fo 
the Greeks call the (hell) ihuts up her houfe, and 
the r^^cious animal is excluded. I faw this fhell- 
fi(h firft at the ifland of Milo, and found fuch a 
iittle crab in all I opened : I wondered not a lit- 
tle what was her buHnefs there ; but when I came 
here, I was firft informed of it by the Secretary of 
our Conful, Mr. Jufti, a curious and ingenious 
man, who has travelled much, and lived long in this 
place. This was afterwards confirmed by feve- 
ral Greeks, who daily catch and eat both thefe 
animals. I have fufEciently defcribed thefe three 
animals, with the fifh and birds I have feen to this ' 
day, and likewife preferve them all, fome dried, 
others in fpirits of wine. I have the honour to tranf- 
mit a defcription oidiCoote CFulica), the others (hall 
follow, as ioon as I can copy them, and my journal. 
As to what relates to the continuing of my 
journey to Paleftine, I had at firft an intention of 
going to Conftantinople, and thence to Syria ; but 
believe I (hall alter my ttiind, and go direi^ly 
hence, for many reafons. Here the opportunities 
of getting veflcis are more frequent, the voyage 
is fhorter : I have alfo heard, that in a (hort time 
there will be a good opportunity of going in com- 
pany 
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pany with the Armenian Patriarch from Jerofaleni; 
who is here at prefent. The journey I have (till 
to make reauires more money than I imagined, if 
I accompUOi the purpofe I intended, i think ic 
would be a great pity, that a matter of fuch con- 
fequcnce, which has fo far been purfued, (hould be 
dropped for want of money. I will anfwer for it, 
that with a little addition or money, and the aflift^ 
ance of the Almighty, the natural Hiftory of Pa- 
leftine, and the adjacent places, (hall be as well 
known, as that of any country, except Sweden. If 
my money would permit, I could take a fervant 
wich me from this place, who might be my Inter* 
preter, and without one, I (hall lofe many fair op- 
portunities of informations, in places where they 
don*t fpeak fo many European languages as in 
Smyrna ; but there are befides other necefiary 
expences in thofe places, without which I cannot 
advance a .ftep. 

I HOPE to have a (ine coUeftion of living and dead 
natural curiofities, by the time I intend to return 
home. Mr. Rydelius, our Conful, hath promiied 
me fome living pheafants, of incomparable beauty, 
from the borders of Per(ia : a kind of patridges 
called Francolins, which are not defcribed in the 
Syftema Naturse, fome turtle doves, and a Pelican 
preferved ; I know a method of getting a living 
rock goat, befides a number of known and ua^ 
known filhes, birds and plants, which I have alrea- 
dy got, and (hall hereatter coUedt. 

Smyrna, January 29, 1750. 

1WAS this moment informed of a vefTers going 
to Europe, and therefore muft not omit the' op- 
portunity of writing to you, 

I AM 
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AH only forry, that time will not permit rnt to 
ftiake fuch expeditidn as I could wifli in forward* 
ing to you all the obfervations and defcriptions I 
have made in Natural Hiftory to this time. But 
they (hall fpeedily be tranfmitted. 

Francolins and PouEe de Montagnts are new 
bird?, whith I apprehend have not been defcrib- 
ed, and are of the genus fetfao i the firft was 
drawn by Tourhefort, in his travels, but badly. 
I have a kind of Blackbird which fings exceeding 
Well, is black and grey, and comes from the 
iflands in the Archipelago ; it is often fold foi* 
fifty piafters at Conftantinople. I have a living 
Turtle-dove^ of a very rare fort, which came 
from Abyflinia irt Africa, artd is as white as chalk. 
,1 have the Pelican ftuftedi I have feen all our 
Swedifli fea fowl here. Mr. Rydelius is very de- 
firous of procuring birds, and has lately taken mea* 
fures to get fome Oftrichcs and other rare birds from 
Egypt, all which he intends to fend to Sweden. 
I have often feenj and have well defcribed the 
Rock Goat. It is fuch a fine creature, that Solo- 
mon could not mean any other animal than this 
by the Doe, to which he fcompared his Bride in 
the Canticles. And they are found in abundance 
in the mountains of Syria and Palefline ; but they 
are more like Cervus Capreolus in outward appear- 
ance, than ^ Goat. Canls aureus ( Jackcal) is found 
in greater numbers here, than the inhabitants 
wifh ; I intend foon to go out and (hoot one, and 
ftiall then make a compleat defcription of it. 

I HAVE botanized here feveral times this winter, 
and never loft my labour* I fhall without delay 
have the honour to tranfrait my whole colleftion 
of plants and defcriptions j in the mean time, I 
fend one inclofed, which I imagine to be new ; at 

Z ^ ^ leaft, 
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lead, I cannot range it under any genus in Synge«» 
ncfiai Monogamia, though it belongs to the or- 
der. I have completely defcribed and fufficiently 
dried it. 

I HAVE not omitted to fearch for proofs of the 
iea's diminution ; and I have found fome, which 
are I think very evident ; I (hall do myfclf the 
honour of tranfmitting them the firft opportuni- 

5^ to the Royal Academy of Sciences. For five 
ays pad, the cold in Smyrna has been unufually 
fevere. The Florentine thermometer points to 68. 
The ice has been fo thick at the fides of the har- 
bour, that the Dutch have (ksuted on it. The old« 
eft people in the town do not remember fuch fe- 
vere weather to have lafted fo long at any time 
before. If the winter in Upfalat is in proportion 
as fevere as this, God alone can fave Upfala garden. 
Being accuftomed to Swedtlh winters, I Ihould 
not mind this, if I had but a Swediih ftove. I am 
obliged to fit at a miferable coal fire to write this, 
and never was fo cold in Sweden, as }n the miie- 
rable architefture of this country. I know not 
yet how foon the Patriarch, in whofe company I 
cxped to travel to Jerufalem, fets out ; but be- 
lieve, I fhall remain here another month. 

Smyrna,. February 9, 1750. 

1 JOYFULLY embrace every opportunity I 
have of writing to you, and think myfclf hap- 
py, whenever I can fulfil this my duty. 

I HAD the honour of tranfmitting a plant to 
you fome days ago, which I know not, the defcrip« 
lion now follows *, together with one of a Sefia{Cut* 
tie fifii.) If any millakes have crept in to my de« 
fcripdons, I requeft your favourable corre&ion, as 
they are made by a young beginner. I have firft 

learned. 
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learned, during my travels, to defcribe well the 
produftions of nature ; I improve every day, and 
if I can only in time arrive at a fmall fhare in the- 
learning and ingenuity of my great matter, I will 
not exchange it for the art of the greateft Painter, 
No natural curioficies are fo difficult to defcribe, 
as /hells and corallines, which are iiere found in 
great plenty, and I by no means pafs them over. 
I poflefs in you a friend, ,who kindly and wifely 
correfts my errors. I have now a fine bundle of 
defcriptions ; I fhall fend them over, as foon as I 
can copy them. 

The inclofed, I requefl, you will deliver to Dr. 
Rofen and Dr. Bseck, the King's Phyficians. I 
have given the former an account of the prefent 
ttate of Phyfic in Smyrna ; the latter of an en- 
demical difeafe in Aleppo 5 the copy of thefe I 
fliall have the honour of tranfmitting to you foon. 
In this manner I intend to pay my rcfpefts to mf 
Patrons. 

• - 

Smyrna, Ap"' ^* 

I STILL continue in the place, from which I 
havefeveral times had the honour of writing t6 
you. I have tarried here longer than I intended, 
for want of a proper opportunity ; but I do not 
repent of my ftay, on account of the opportunity 
I have had of fiving during a fine fpring, at a 
place fo rich in natural curiofities, as this neigh- 
bourhood of Natolia is. Each day brings to my 
knowledge new things in Botany, and this has 
been the cafe for a month paftj if 1 had feveral 
to affift me, we fhould all have enough to dp. 

Some time ago, I made a journey in Natolia 
to the town of Magnefia, eight leagues from 
hence. I botanized there on the mount Sypilus 

Z 2 ' of 
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of the ancients, one of the higheft in Afia, which it 
covered with fnow all the year. I (hall have the ho- 
nour of giving an account of the plants I found 
there, when I fend the bulk of my colledion. 

I FOUND alfo infeAs there, which had never been 
before difturbed. I daily colled numbers of them ^ 
and it is remarkable, that many of them, are men^ 
tioned in the Fauna Suecica, but fome are peculiar 
to this country. I have the honour of tran(mitting 
a little fly, which I took yefterday in the fruit of a 
fig-tree ; it lies inclofed in the germen of the fe- 
male fig, which it has eaten up. Whether this is 
the infed that ferves afterwards to impregnate the 
fruit, I cannot yet determine. . Before I quit this 
place, I (hall endeavour to acquire a clear idea of 
the fig-tree's infers; this muft be a Cynips,^ and 
the fig its Galla i I have completely defcribed ic. 

I HAVE diverted myfelf for fome time with the 
Cbamalicn and Turtles^ to fee their qualities, when 
I had them alive in my chamber. I Ihall in time 
publifh the obfervations I made on them. I wifli 
I had fome of the latter in Upfala to ornament 
your garden ; it is very eafy to get them home 
alive ( 1 (hall endeavour to. accomplifh*it. It is 
very amufing to fee how they make love. I have 
got a quantity of the ComucopU^ the rare grafs, 
which you were pleafed to recommend fo much to 
me, to fearch for round Smyrna \ I have likewife 
defcribed it ; and inclofed, fehd you fome fpeci- 
mens. I ihall gather the feeds when they are 
ripe, and fend them to the Academical Garden, 
wnich 1 hope will be the firft that gets this fine 
plant. 

This (hort account how I have employed my 
time, is all I can have the honour to impart to 
you at prefent. I fliall not omit to give vou a 

larger 
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larger colleftion of my obfervations before my 
departure hence* 

I AM now determined to leave this place next 
afcenfion-day, and go from hence in a French ihip 
to Alexandria in Egypt, there I intend to obtain 
what information I can in a ftiort time, and fo go 
over to Palaeftine. 

Smyrna, April 28. 

I AM now at the point of leaving this place» 
from whence I have had frequent agreeable 
opportunities of writing to you. 1 have got a 
Turkifli pafs, and expeft every day an oppor- 
tunity to continue my journey in fome veflel, 
which in all appearance will be firft to Egypt, by 
way of Cyprus to Alexandria and Cairo, whence 
I intend, with the help of God^ to go to the place of 
my deftination, Palseftine. I hope thefe places, in 
a promifing time of the year, will afford me fuf- 
ficicnt opportunities for obfervations in Natural 
Hiftory, which I wifli in time to lay before you. 
I (hall efteem myfelf happy, if there Ihould be any 
amongft them worth your attention, and (hall have 
gained the greateft reward I can exped; from my 
poor endeavours. 

Flora begins now in tKis country to put on 
her beft attire, fine varieties of /inem ties adorn the 
plains : Hy^cintks grow near the roads : Ranun- 
culus of a large and fine variety is common in the 
vineyards: the Almond- tree hloffoms^ on the bare, 
branches, and gives the hills an elegant appear- 
ance, where they are mixt with the ever-green 
olive-trees. I often wifti, that thefe were as com- 
mon in Sweden as Fumitory and Treacle muftard 

Z 3 are 
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are heret with (cvtrd othen, which I.find arc na* 
tives of Natolia as well as Sweden. 

The following obfervations about the fig-tree 
I have acquired here, and now ihall have the ho- 
nour of communicating them to you, as I got 
them. 

The poflcflbrs of fig-trees arc very follicicous^ 
that the much-talked-of fly Ihall pierce the fig» 
and unlels this is done, they arc perfuaded they 
(hall have no fruit. 

Another infeft perlecutes this and kills it, t6 
the lofs of the poflcflbrs; this tbey hinder bjr 
fmearing a paint on the tree,Jiift beneath the 
branches ; this confifts of common red paint and 
water, which the pernicious infcA dares not to 
pafs. I have in all places feen many fuch rings 
painted on the tree ; but cannot know the infe(5lsp 
as the feafon of the year permitted me not to fearch 
for it^ perhaps it is a piimire. 

Those, who cultivate fig-trees, take the black 
figs (thus they call Caprificus), and fallen them oa 
a thread in the form of a necklace, which they 
hang on the fruit-bearing trees, and believe it to 
contribute towards producing good and great 
plenty of fruit. 

The fig-tree is fubjeft to a fcurf (XiTrja Graec. 
hod.) I'faw plenty of this fcurf yefterday, and 
found it to confift of a quantity of infeds cells 
placed on the bark of the branches, of the fize of 
a pea, the top of them deprefled, and a little 
pointed in the middle, of a very brittle fubft?nce, 
being eafily rubbed to duft between the fingers j 
they confift of two membranes, of which the in- 
ward is brown, and the outward greyifli, there are 
always three placed together, fo as to form a trian- 
gle. They were dry and dead on all the trees 

when 
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when I faw them, nor could I find either living or 
dead infedts \i\ any of them ; however, I defpair 
not of finding, at a proper time of the year, the 
infers which make them. 

The Caprificus is planted in quantities round 
gardens for hedges ; 1 fuppofe, no Swedifh gardener 
will venture to plant thele trees for the fame ufc; 
but by the fine hedges which ivy makes round the 
badly laid out gardens of this town, I am per* 
fuaded it would ferve for the fame purpofe, if we 
had it in fufficient quantities. The defcriptions, 
which I made to this time of quadrupeds, birds, 
amphibia and plants, amount to about 500 fpecies, 
which are all completely defcribed ; to which I 
may add as many obfervations on various fubjedb 
in Natural Hiftory. I (hall have the honour of 
fubmitting to your favourable judgment, as many 
of them as Tcan copy off, before my departure. 
I fend one incloied ; I know not whether this bird 
is defcribed or not. The fubfidence of the fea is 
fo evident in this place, that it can fcarcely be 
eafier demonftrated in any other place, that the 
fea yearly decreafes. In the inclofed letter, to 
Secretary Elvius, I have fpoke my mind freely and 
clearly on this fubjedt, but fome things I have re- 
ferved to myfelf, which I wilh in time to relate to 
you in perfon ; and until then fhall fay no mone 
on that fubjedt. 

May the Supreme Being let us fee the time, 
when our country may acquire honour and benefit 
from thofe things, which foreigners have pafied 
over on their travels, in which, as well as in almofi: 
every thing elfe, we have been the laft^ but God 
be praifedT we hope not the worft in the world. 

Z 4 Alexandria, 



t 
\ 



4i6 L E T T E R «• 

Alexandria, May i8, 1750, 

IHA VE now the honour to write to you, from a 
difFcrcnt part of the world, than I have hither- 
to done. I came hither the 1 3th of this month, 
after I had tarried in Natolia above five months. 

In the few days I have been in Egypt, even in 
the moft barren places that I have feen, I find 
that this fine country can afibrd an infinity of 
curious fubjcfts in Natural Hiftory, to employ 
my time in the three feveral kingdoms of Nature. 
The four days I have looked round nfie, give me 
reafon to hope much. 

The firft thing J did after my arrival was, 
to iee the Date-tret^ the ornament and a great part 
of the riches of this country. It had already 
blofiTomed, but 1 had, neverthelefs, the pleafure 
of feeing how the Arabs afllft its fecundation, and 
by that means fccurc to themfelves a plet\tifui h^r-^ 
veil of a vegetable, which wa$ fo important to theni, 
and known to them, many centuries before any 
Botanift dreamed of the difference of fexes in ve- 
getables. The Gardener informed me of this, 
before I had time to enquire, and would fhew me, 
as a very curious thing, the male and female of 
the Date or Palm-trees •, nor could he conceive 
how I, a Frank, lately arrived, could know it be- 
fore ; for, fays he, all who have yet come from 
Europe to fee this country, have regarded his re- 
lation cither as a fable or a miracle. The Arab, 
feeing me inclined to be further informed, ac- 
companied me and my French interpreter to a 
Palm-tree, which was very full of young fruit, 
and hadi by him been wedded or fecundated with 
the male, when both were in bloflfom. . This the 
Arabs do in the following manher : when ihtfpa^ 
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Ji9(^ \i2S female Jkwers^ that comes out of its fpatba^ 
they fearch on a tree that has male flowers^ which 
they know by experience, for a fpadix^ which 
}ias not yet burfted out of its fpatba : this they 
open, take out the fpadix^ and cut it lengthways 
in feveral pieces, but take care not to hurt the 
flowers. . A piece oi i\i\^ fpadix^ with male flowers^ 
they put lengthways between the fmall branches of 
x\itfpadi9f "^^ixch: \idX\i female flowers^ and then lay 
the leaf of a Palm over the branches. In this fi- 
tuation, I yet faw the grcatcft part of the fpadices 
which bore their young fruit ; but the male flowers 
which were put between were withered. The 
Arab befidps gave me the following anecdotes : 
Firft, unlefs they, in this manner, wed and fecun* 
date the Pate tree, ' it bears no fruit. Secondly, 
they always take the precaution to prefcrve fome 
unopened ^j/i>4* with male flowers^ from one y?ar 
to another, to be applied for this purpofe, in 
cafe the male flowers fhould mifcarry or fuflTer 
damage. Thirdly, if- they permit the fpadix of 
fhe male flowers to burft or come out, it becomes 
yfelefs for fecundation : it mud have its maiden-^ 
heady (thefe were the words of the Arab) which 
is loft in the fame moment the bloflbms burft 
out of their cafe. Therefore the perfon, who qui- 
tivates D^te-trees, muft be careful to hit the right 
time of afliifting their fecundation, which is dmoft 
the only article in their cultivation. Thirdly, on 
opening the fpatba^ he finds all the male flowers 
full of a liquid, which refembles the finelt dew ; 
\t is of a fweet and pleafant tafte, refembling 
much the tafte of frefli Dates ; but much more 
refined and aromatick: this was likewife con- 
firmed by my interpreter, who hath lived thirty- 
two years in Egypt, and therefore had opportuni- 
ties 



4i8 LETTERS. 

ties enough of taftiog both the nedUr of At 
blofibmSt and the frelh Dates. 

Thus much have I learned of this wonderful 
work of Nature, in a country, where it may \fe 
leen every year. I (hall have the honour to give 
a relation of the ule, and divers other qualities of 
the Date-tree, at fome other opportunity. 1 hope 
in tinie to be able ro give you a complete hiftory 
of this Palm. I wifli I was as fure of an oppor- 
tunity of feeing all the Palm tribe. 

The other plants I faw in this neighbourhood, 
are Egyptian Acacia, (Mimofa nilotica) Chafte- 
tree, (Vitex agnus caftus) Palma Chrifti, feveral 
ibrts of Goote'foot, (Chenopodium ) and Fig- 
marigold, (Mefembryanthemum.) I never faw 
a fpecies of Goofe-foot in Natolia, where other- 
wile every thing grew ; but I have feen veiy little 
in Egypt vet. Alexandria is the word part of ic^ 
and is only a port for {hipping off the r'^ches of 
Egypt, Arabia and Abyflinia. Pleafe God, I 
fliall foon fee RoCette, the garden of this king- 
dom ; and * the Nile, the repofitory of its natural 
curioiities. In Cairo, I fhall endeavour to get 
ibme fragn^ents of the Natural Hiflory of Arabia 
and Egypt. I have great hopes of learning the 
hiftory of the Balfam of Mecca ; I have already 
got a number of informations from the Mecca 
travellers, and only wait to get a little fhrub of it 
from a Turk, at the end of the year, if polTible, 
or at leaft a branch,and perhaps blofibms, for which 
1 have already taken proper meafures. There is a 
poflibility of getting the plant, which yields the 
Myrrh, by the caravan from Ethiopia to Cairo; 
but it requires time, and fome expences ; I fhall 
do all in my power. If it is poUible, I (hall make 
a tour to Upper Egypt i but of. this I can fay 

nothing 
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nothing for certain, before I come to C^ra^ 
Pleafe God, I fhall fee Palaeftine, which is ihy 
chief buHnefs, next Autumn, and perhaps remain 
there to the Spring following, that I may fee the 
two principa,l feafons of the year, viz. AutumA 
and opring, when, every thing is in bloiS>m* 

I REQUEST you wiU pleafe to honour me with 
a letter before that time, and inform me, whether 
you would have me enquire after any thing in par* 
ticular, and whether Dr. Celfius knows a»y thing 
in particular, which he would have me look after. 
Though I fearch after every thing; yet I may by 
fuch informations have an opportunity of clear* 
ing up fome (hings, which, without them, I 
might perhaps pafs over. 

I REQCTEST you Will pkafc to alk Dr. Celfius^ 
whether thie writers on Scripture plants have ever 
thought what vegetable David refers to in Pfalm % 
ver. 3. under the nanf>e of the Tree of the Righteous 
David attributes qualities to this tree, which plai^r 
ly (hew, that he means fopie partic^jlar vegetable 
And thefe qualities are fuch, th^c they can^not be 
attributed to any, but the Nmum (oleander) whic^ 
grows in abundance in this country. One word 
about St. John's Locufts, which have puzzled tb^ 
^learned fo much. They, who deny infeds tp hay^ 
been the food of this holy man, urge, that tbil 
infed: is an uncuftomary and unnatural food ; but 
they would foon be convinced of the contrary, if 
they would travel hither to Egypt, Arabia or 
Syria, and take a meal with the Arabs ; roafted 
Locufts, are at this time eaten by the Arabians, at 
the proper feafon, when they can procure them j io 
that in all probability, this diih has been uied in th^ 
time of St. John. Ancient cuftoms are not hece fub- 
jedl to many changes. The yiftuals of St, John ar* 

not 
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not believed unnatural here ; and as I was once 
(peaking to a judicious Grceic Pricft about this af- 
lair, and told him that the learned in Europe were 
of different opinions, whether St. John in the de- 
fiut, eat a kind of bird, or a plant, alking hitn 
which of thefe opinions he thought the true one ? 
He anfwered with a laugh, that both were alike 
erroneous. Their church had never taken this 
food to be any other, than what is exprefled in the 
Teftamcnt, nor did he know any thing to contra- 
dict it. 

I HAVE the honour to lend here inclofed the fly 
called Panorpa Coa, which I took on the iOand Me- 
teline in the Archipelago ; I have never feen this 
fpecies in Sweden, and know not whether it is 
Swedifli, if it is, it was unneceflary to fend it fb far.* 

Likewise the meafure (28 feet,) containing the 
Chicknefs of the Plane-tree, which Is k prodigy ia 
our father's kingdom, I mean Stanchio, the town 
in which Hippocrates was born. This tree has 
forty-feven branches, each a fathom thick, fup- 
ported by ftone pillars, and covers a very large 
terrace, (hades feveral houfes of various (izes, being 
above twenty in number ; I imagine, in feeing it, to 
have beheld thelargeft, oldeft, and moft remarkable 
inhabitant of the vegetable kingdom. All' the ob- 
fervations and colle6tibns I made in Natolia, I have 
left in Smyrna, in the houfe of Conful Rydelius. 
I (hall have the honour to fend you copies of a 
great number of them, which I have taken with 
me in notes, as fad as I can write them. I am 
alone, and if I had only one to aflift me in writ- 
ing, I (bould do twice as much ^ but bow fhaR 
fve get bread in the wildernefs ? 

A CERTAIN afl^air has happened to me, of which 
this opportunity will not permit me to fpeak, 

which 
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which will make my journey to Egypt eafy and 
fiot expenfive ; but in Syria and Palaeftine, I 
cannot avoid expence. Conful Rydelius, whofe 
goodnefs I can never enough commend, has ta- 
ken upon him to furnilh me with money. . . 

Cairo, September, ^750. 

SI N C E my laft, I have feen more of Egypt, 
and had an opportunity of acquiring fome 
knowledge of a country, which is certainly one 
of the moft remarkable on our globe. You will 
find by the inclofed lift, what I have done in Na* 
tural Hiftory. I could have increafed it with a 
larger number; but I would only mention the 
principal fubjeAs, and fuch as I had time to finifli 
as well as I poflibly could upon a journey and de- 
ftitute of Books, which are fometimes neceffary to 
refer to. I (hall add a few defcriptions, and have at'* 
tained my wilhes, if you approve of them. The 
account how to prepare Sal armoniac, I intend 
for the Royal Society, having compofed it on the 
ipot, where Sal armoniac is made.. I hope it will 
not be unnacceptable, as it is the fir ft account 
which, as far as I know, has been written at 
large and diftin£tly on the fpot, and by an eye-* 
witnefs. I fend it open to you, defiring you will 
pleafe to read it over, and afterwards feal it, and 
fend it to the Royal Academy of Sciences. 

I HAVE not put down in my lift, the Pyramids 
of Egypt, nor the MumUs and their fepulchres ; 
but I ought not to pafs over in filence my having 
feen them, which is fufiicient. \ cannot ^detain 
you longer with thefe things, without following the 
common track of every voyager, who never for- 
gets to fpeak largely about the width, depth, 
height and breadth of thefe things, which now 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely dcfcrvc the Icaft attention of a trareller, 
after having been fccnby fomany thoufands. But I 
eftecm myfclf happy in havina Iccn fomcthing dfe 
in Egypt, which alone certainly defervcs a voyage 
to this country, I mean the flowing of the Nile^ 
which may with rcafon be called a wonder of na- 
ture, aifted by art. But the mpft furprifing thing 
of all, is, thatthe fields of Egypt owe to our northern 
mountains their fertility, and of courfe the coun^ 
try its felicity. This is a matter which is certain- 
ly known to our natural Phijofophers, as it is al- 
lowed by all the Wifemen of Egypt, who have it 
from their matters through many generations. 
They fay, that the water, which every year en- 
creafes the Nile, rifes from the earth towards the 
North Pole, is changed into clouds, and thus tra- 
vels, when thefe have a proper wind, over Europe 
and Africa, as far as the Montes Luna in Ethiopia, 
where it falls down in rains, runs in abundancy 
from the rocks of the mountains, and is. gathered 
in the Nile, which hath its fountain there, and 
below its fall is hy channels led over all Egypt, 
according to the wife conceptions of the ancient 
Egyptians. This is the opinion of thofe of the 
Egyptians, who believe themfelves tp have fome 
knowledge of nature, of which fome are yet to be 
found here, defcended from the Arabian fchool. 
I have thought this account worthy of relating, 
juft as I received it, and will leave others to fcarch, 
whether any ufcful information can be got hence, 
in a thing beyond the plan of my enquiries. 

I SHALL rather purfue that which comes under 
my own fphere, and fpcak of what Botanifts may 
expe£t from Egypt towards the increafe and im- 
provement of that art. Of this I have now an idea 
entirely different from that which Alpinus gave 
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flic in Sweden. This Author made me believe^ 
that I fhould find a botanical magazine in Egypt^ 
but this is not the cafe. Egypt has very few indige- 
nous plants. The greatelt part of thofe to be feea 
here, and which are noticed by Alpinus, are cul« 
tivated by art ; forthis reafon we fipd here a Flora 
oeconomica, which is without doubt one of the 
richefl: under the fun. The quantity of corn, 
ivbeaty barlty^ beans and peas^ the abundance of 
rice J the fuperfluity of fiax^ which this country 
yearly produceth, are evidences of this 5 befidea 
the quantity of indigo^ fafflower^ dates^ caffm^ and 
Jennay with which the country enriches its poflef- 
fors. The (ituation of the country and feafons is ' 
fuch, as will not permit many fpontaneous plants 
to come forth, of which I hope to give you mf 
obfervations more circumftantially another time. 

1 HAVE gathered the flowers and feeds of cverjr 
thing planted here,, and defcribed and collected 
every thing I found wild. What plcafeth mc 
mod of any thing I have found here in the vege- 
table kingdom, is, the knowledge I have got of 
the Date^tree^ and fcripture fycamore^ two plants, 
which alone might deferve a Bptanift's journey 
to Egypt. With refpeft to the former, 1 have with 
tolerable cafe collected every thing that was ne- 
ceffary ; but thp latter has given me more trouble* 
This is a tree which in its frudification, manner 
of growing, living and dying, is doubtlefs one of 
the mod lingular in the vegetable kingdom. I 
. have opened, not hundreds, but thoufands of its 
figs (Receptacula) before I could get an idea of 
its frudification ; I have however at length acquir- 
ed fame infight with refpeft to it : it has herma- 
phrodite and male flower cups di(lin(5t one from 
the other^ as the common fig *, but the latter dif-- 

fcr 
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fer much from this. An infeft called C;mps hath its 
dwelling and works in the male flower cups, buf 
whether it ever enters the hermaphrodite cups, and 
whether it contributes any thing towards its fecun* 
dation, I have much reafon to doubt ; I fliall however 
make fome farther enquiry with refped to this4 
It is alfo fingufar in this pknt, that the male cups 
are ufeful, and may be earen ; but the herma-^ 
phrodites ferve for no ufe, Juft the reverfe of the 
common fig ; I fhall» pleafe God, fend a cutting 
of this tree to Upfala garden next year, together 
with plaintain, Chrift^s thorn, &c. 

I WOULD fpeak of the Plantain-tree or Mufa, the 
queen of plants, but it commands me to be (ilent, as 
it has had the good fortune t6 be completely de^ 
Icribed by the greateft maftcr. I will however men- 
tion an odd ftory, which is taken for granted by tht 
Egyptian gardeners : they fay, that it can be pro<» 
duced by planting the kernel of a Date in the root 
of Colocafia^ and that this was its firft origin -, a 
fingular hiftory of creation. I afked them, whe- 
ther they ever made trial, as they fo obftinately 
defended the truth of it ; but they anfwered no» 
and that it was not worth while, as the plant 
grows fo freely without culture ; et fahulofa juvant. 
About this time we daily eat ripe Dates. I wifli 
it were poflible to get feme baflcets of^ them to 
Upfala, as I with joy could fend them. In Europe^ 
we feem to envy the felicity of the people who en* 
joy thefe fruits. I confefs they are good to tafte 
once or twice ; but though I have got over the age 
when fuch things pleafe moft, yet I would gladly 
rive two bufliels of Dates for half a bufhel of good 
twedifh apples, and am periuaded, I fliould find 
thoufands in Egypt ready to make the fame ex-' 
change. jlppUs are fcarce here % they are brought 

hither 
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lather from mount Sinai, where the Grecian 
Monks have delightful orchards full of the fineft 
apple and pear-trees, whence without doubt the 
fineft varieties we have in Europe were firft brought. 

AccoRDmG to all appearance, I fhall remain 
in Egypt all the win^r, though I could with to 
leave this land of (lavery as foon as poffible. It 
is very dilagreeable to travel in Egypt. This 
country is governed by rebels who have been 
flaves ; it may therefore be eafily imagined, what 
order and police is kept up here ; a Chriftian can 
fcarcely be more defpifed, and worfe treated in any 
place than this. I think no affront can be more 
grating, than that a Chriftian is not permitted to 
ride on any creature but an afs ; and to encreafe 
the affiront, muft alight from his afs when he hieets 
one, who was perhaps a few days before a rob- 
ber, but for his (kill in murdering,^ is made Com^* 
mander in a place over a number of rebellious 
foldiers« This is our cafe daily, and to avoid all 
the trouble to which we are expofed, we muft live 
as it were in a kind of civil arreft, keeping within 
oitt chambers, and when we intend to go out in 
the town or country, commit ourfelves to the 
hands of foldiers, who conduf): us with ftaffs and 
pikes through their villainous brethren. So that 
to travel to Cairo, and live there for fome time, 
is like doing penance for crimes. I am however, 
always in a merry humour, and the (ingular life 
of Cairo gives me frequent opportunities for va- 
rious pleafant rcfledions, which pafs the time away. 

It is paflible I may this winter, have an op- 
portunity of travelling to Upper Egypt, in com- 
pany with fome Engliih gentlemen, who are ex- 
pefted hither. If it happens, I am fure it will 
ainply reward my labour. ,,sr-- 

Aa I'iNT^:«D 
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I IKTEND next fpring to fee firft PalarfUne; 
then Syria, mount Lebanon, and other remarka* 
ble places'-, I hope to perform this tour with greater 
eafe, in a country where the Franks are more re- 
garded, and are at more liberty. I wi(h I had been 
empowered to purchafe Arabian manufcripts for 
our Ubrary, as the moft curious are to be had her^ 
tt a reaibnable rate. Other nations have got e- 
nough from hence ; through the acquaintance I 
have made with (bme learned Arabians, I have 
goc fome on Phyfic and Natural Hiftory. I ' 
could with much eafe ferve our Library in this af- 
fair, if I were tlefired and* fupplied wherewith to 
do it. I remain, &c. 

A List of the Obfervations which Dr. Hailelquift 
made, and had already finilhed, and were by 
him defigned for Profefibr Linnaeus* 

X • Obfervations and remarks on the Tape-worm 
in Egypt. 

2. The caufe of the Egyptians di/ea/es #/ th 

3. The defeription of a kind of eruption or 
fcab at the flowing of the Nile. 

4. Of the baliam of Mecca, its country, the 
method of knowing it, with its ufes in the Eaft, 
its adulteration, and a defcription of the tree* 

5. The ufe of the Mumies for phyfic in Egypt* 

6. An unexpefted ufe of Gum arabic^ when it 
for the fpace of two months fupported leveral 
thoufand fouls. 

7. The preparation of Sal armmaic in Egypt, 
fent to the Royal Acfidemy of Sciences. 

8. The preparation of CaffiafiHula. 

9. The ufe of locufts foribod in Egypt. 

10. The 
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10. The ufe of the D/Ue-inem the cecoriom/ 
iDf the Egyptians. 

11. How Indigo is manufaftured in Egypt. 

12. The culttvatton; of Si^fioxver in Egypt. 

13. The cultivation of Rice in Egypt. 

I4t MUkofa {Arabis LeMeek. ) Egyptian Acacia 
deferibed, and fent tc^ the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at UpTaht. 

,15. The Natural Hiftory of the fcriptofc fycl- 
more. 

17. Twone^ ipediesfof goofe-feot (Gbcnopo- 
dium) in Egypt. 

18. A cefcription of the Chrift thorn by thii 
Arabsy calTed Nakta, 

19. Cirenna^ and its ufe. for dying yellow^ 
2ii,/Afcw SioMes of at (inguiar kind. 

is. 'A defcription of all the P^Pnfa^i&ns ia thff 
Egyptian Pyraimdii. - 
. 2 jf. The Siraia of tkt ear$k in Egypt^ 

25. Two fpccies of Bees defcribed. 

26. Pbaraam^ an primal* (IchnctinMn) which goes 
in the houfes like cats, and every thing curiouid 
relating tb it. «. 

27. A (pecies of RaiSj which b«ve a head like 
a.hare^ a inout like a hog^v a body like a^ rat, tail 
like a lion ; can never touch the ^^ound with their 
fore fefet, but bop^ Kke grafhoppers, and live in 
the mountains between Egypt and Arabia. The 
whole defcriptiori of thiff very wcsiderful creature 
isfent to the Royal Academy of Sciences at Upfala. 

28. Cameh partialis t the Camel deer, which has 
fcarce been feen by anf other eircept Bellonvus, 
with its whole defcription, fent to the Royal Aca* 
ckmy df Sciences. 

29. A Parrot^ the prcttieft of \ti kind. 
. |0. A little Dofierir from Alexandria. . 

A a 2 sz.Cafuarius^ 
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31. The oftrich and its tribe, with the fnipes* 

32. Cafuarius^ a very fmall kind of oftrich from 
Damiata. 

33. A Pigeon^vittk ftraight and ered feathers on 
its back* 

34. A curious Turtle-dove^ common in Egypt. 
38. Four fon% of Serpinis^, well diftinguifhed by 

their Scuta abdominaUa amongft rhefe are the 
Cerafies alpim^ or the true ^fpis and Jaculus or Ser- 
pens Evas, which have never been defcribed before. 

40. Two Uzards defcribed in Egypt. 

41. The Lizard GeckCf which through the feet 
emits a dangerous poifon. 

43. The defcription of the fucking fifh and^^r* 
daigne. 

55. Twelve Fijbes from the Nile, making at 
many new genus's. 

50. The Dermeftes which confumes dates. 

57* Cerambyx nihHcus. The Capricorn beetle of 
Egypt. 

58. A butterfly, from the fubterranean paflagei 
at Alexandria. 

60. Two lingular new genus's of Infers. 

75. Fifteen new fpecies of InftRs. 

76. The Cancer curfor of Beilmus^ or a crab,' 
which runs on the (hore. 

77. The Pi/mires^ which run in the fand near 
the Egyptian Pyramids. 

78. The litde Pifmirej which keeps in the 
houfes at Cairo, and is one of the feven plagues of 
Pharaoh. 

79. An jifrican fcorficn. 

* 

These and much more Mr. Haflelquift has al- 
ready amply defcribed in Egypt. 

December^ 
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December, 29, 175Q4 '^^j- 

THE 6th of laft Odtober was one of my 
happieft days, as I on that day received both 
your letters, one dated the 27th of Febrftary, the 
other the 20th of April, and both forwarded to 
me by Conful Rydelius. 

I AT the fame time received Counfellor Carle- 
fon*s bill for 130 ducats in fpecie, which werefent 
me to the Levant. Thefe were agreeable tidings, 
efpecially as the Counfellor was pleafed to add, 
that more might be got. None in Sweden khows 
better than Mr, Carlefon, how expenfive it is to ^ 
live in the Levant, even for thofe, who will live 
moft fparingly, to do which I ufe my beft endca* 
yours. My long ftay in Egypt has coft me mo* 
ney enough; but I fhould never have dared to 
tarry here fo long, if I had not found other means 
of fupporting myfelf, than with the public money ; 
an affair for which I am to thank fortune, as I got 
.by it an opportunity of accomplifhing my pur- 
pofe, which was to inform myfelf of the Naturd 
Hittory of this remarkable country. Perhaps I 
fliould never have come to Egypt, if I had not 
got this opportunity ; at lead, 1 could not have 
lived here all the feafons of the year, without which 
little could have been done here, in regard to the 
objefts of my enquiries. Next to your kind^carc, 
I with profound refpcft acknowledge myfelf in- 
debted to the moft reverend Archbi(hop*s, the 
Faculties of Divinity and Philofophy, Counfellor 
Carlefon's, and to the other gcntlemen^s bounty, 
who contributed to defray the expenccs of this 
journey. Wherefore I moft carneftly requeft, that 
you will pleafe to prefent them my moft humble 
thanks, and aflure them, that I (hall have no- 
thing more at heart, than to fhow to the world, 

A a 3 than 



430 LETTERS. 

how much free gifts from Swedes can contribute 
to the encreafe of Science. 

The news you were pleafed to favour me with^ 
£ron> the botanical world, were as many rcfircfli- 
mcnts to me in a country, which inftead of Eu- 
phorbu5*s, Mcfues and Avicennas, is filled with a 
number of Fortune-tellers, and ftrol ling quacks, 
and where, inftead of the Alexandrian Library, 
one fees millions of murdering fabre$ and pikes : 
a country, in which a traveller has need of ail die 
comfort he can get. I lament the death of the 
Librarian Mr. Norrclius ; I had feveral conferences 
with this learned man before my departure, about 
the animals mentioned, in the fcriprures, in which 
he had gheat knowledge : I wifli I could have con- 
tinued them to him after my return, when I hope 
to have fome knowledge in that msktter as a Natu- 
ral Hiftorian. The great age of Doftor Cclfius 
puts me in fear, that 1 (half likewife lofe the ad- 
vantage I wifli to have, at my return, to fubmit to 
this great man's judgment, the ofofervations I have 
made on the fcripture plants. 

I H0P£ that my defcriptions of, and obfervadons 
on, the Comuccpi^ (horn of plenty graft) Pan&r^ 
fa Coa Cervus Camelopardalis^ (camel deer,) Mus 
Jaculus (jumping moufe), &:c. &c. which I had 
the honour to fend you from time to time, pardy 
from Smyrna, partly from Egypt, have come 
fafe to hand. The Herpes aleppina^ the hiftory 
of which I fenttothe King's Phyfician, Dr. Basck, 
is a very remarkable endemical difeafe in Aleppo, ^ 
and I believe not yet taken notice of by^ any Phy- 
fician. The attention, which I know the Royal 
Academy of Sciences paid to the obfervadons 
made in feveral places about the decreafe of the 
fea, hath encouraged me to fend my opinion of it 

to 
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^ to Secretary Elvius. I know not how far this a- 

ble Mathematician is inclined to* this fyftem ; but 
' I am almoft alTured, that thofe who have feen the 

proofs of the decreafe of the water, which I have 
obferved on my travels, cannot avoid being con- 
firmed in this remarkable hypothefis, which you 
^ and the late Profefldr Celfius laid before the 

\ public with obfervations. I have at prefent the 

E Honour to fend you a colledion, Angular in its 

I ^ kind, like the country from which it is fent. It 

c confilts of Serpens^ znd Uzards^ terrible animals, 

t and the proper native productions of Egypt ; 

I which can only pleafe thofe who ftudy and know 

2: Nature. I have not forgot with what care you bid 

t me get fome knowledge of the Hamorrhais^ Dipfas^ 

f .^iV, SepSj &c. of the ancients, of which we know 

3^ nothing % but lament, that notwithftanding all the 

IS pains I took, to get fome information about thefe 

{. terrible animals of the ancient^, I have not fuc- 

I ceeded with more than Seps and Afpis, which ac- 

n cording to the information I got, are one and the 

fame ferpent* The account is this : on the ifland 
I of Cyprus, there is a ferpent by the modern Greeks 

^ called dto-7ri.ic, it is fliort, feldom above a foot long, 

I but of an difproportioned thicknefs, fometimes as 

I thick as a man's arm. The poifon of this is the 

, moft terrible of any known in the Eaft. When a 

man is bit by it he falls into a ilumber, by 4^* 
grees changed into profound deep, which within 
twenty four hours becomes eternal, without any 
violent fymptoms or other figns of death, than 
that the pulfe grows \veak by degrees, and the 
whole body becomes of a blackiih yellow colour 
in a moment, and within the next twenty four 
bour^ rgt^ as if afTe&cd yrith a gangrene. 

A a 4 £>Q 
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Do not we then find in one and the fame ieiv 
pent, the qualkies of two of the Ancients ^ I mean 
JfpUj which kilkd fo eafy ; and Sepr^ which tilkd 
in a very ihort time, with the like terrible fymp- 
toms, and effeds as this does to this day. 

Hav£ not the Ancients^ who nerer gare com-^ 
plete descriptions of thofe curiofities in Nature, of 
which they might have left us any aecount, and in 
which the name, characters, or defcriptions are ei- 
ther omitted, or made and given in &ch a manner, 
as rather to confound the Reader, than to inftruft 
him ? Have they not perhaps, I fay, given two 
names to one animal, becauie it had two difl^renC 
qualities ? Examples of this kind are not wanting. 

It is very poflfible, that the Seps of Lucan is 
the fame as the A/pis of Horace ; both have in- 
formed us of their efFeds ; but neither of them has 
given us any defeription. I therefore conceive it 
is laudable to endeavour, by the informations which 
Natural Hiftory affords us, to explain their mean* 
ing, as they do not always exprefs their thoughts 
fo clearly as to be comprehended by their Readers. 

1 HAVE the honour to fend three deferipctons of 
the ferpcnts I found in Egypt : the firft is the viper 
of Egypt. If this has been completely dfcfcribci 
before, the viper of the (hops would be known ; if 
not, this famous viper has to this day been un- 
known. I have always been of the opinion that our 
common viper {Coluber vulgaris Fn. fuec.) was the 
fame with the viper of the (hops ; but I changed 
my opinion, as foon-as I faw how much the viper, 
from which the Venetians carry over all that i^ re- 
quired in the fhops, differs in number of feutac 
and fquamae, head and tail, and appearance from 
that which is found with us. The true -w^fr^ 
0jkinaliSy I fuppofe, isrfcareely met with in Italy» 

a$ 
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as it has from time immemorial been carried irom 
"Egypt to Venice, from whence its preparations are 
fent all over Europe. r 

The fecond is a horned viper (Coluber Cerafies.) I 
have found two ferpents with horns in Egypt of 
different genus's, as the one is a fnake, (Unguis) 
and the other a viper (Coluber.) As different as they 
are with regard to their genus, fo different are 
they alfo with refpeft to their horns ; thofe of thc^ 
former, are two large teeth, which bore thrpugh 
the cranium, fo that their bafis ferves for teetn, 
and the upper pointed parts of them for horns i 
Whereas thofe of the latter are only two (harp 
points faftened to the head. ' 

I SHALL not abfolutely determine which of 
thefe Alpinus means by the. name of Ceraftes, of 
which he has given a bad figure, and a worfe de* 
fcription. I am apt to believe, that he has theni 
both under one name^ as they both have horns. It 
was in this manner, that in former times they 
thought it fufiicient to reprefent natural beings, by 
giving a figure without any deicription, to draw in 
a ftriking manner, what would excite the curioficy 
' df the common people i for example, a ferpetU 
with horns \ fo that no attention was paid to the 
wife inftitutes of nature, before our Linna^s 
taught us to open our eyes in beholding and dif> 
tinguifhing her with clearnefs and precifion. The 
third is the before mentioned angms dentibus mola^ 
ribus cranium perforantibus. 

I HAv£ found acdnfiderable number of Uzards^ 
the other branch of this terrible tribe ; but moft 
of them were known before, except Ibme few* 
fmall ones, which! found in the burning fand in 
thedefart: there is noplace wherein fome kind of 
living icreature is not appointed to dwell. That 

which 
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which I have the honour to fend I have preferred 
to the reft, as it is the only one I know, of which. 
has hitherto been ufed, but was neverthek& tul- 
fcnown both to Naturalifts and Phylicians. 

This lizard is the true Scink^ which is found 
)n plentv in the mountains between Arabia and 
Egypt, It is caught in great numbers by the Egyp* 
tian peasants, dried and fold to the Venetians in 
Ouro, who export a large quantity of it over to 
Europe^ I had this alive, as well as every thing 
clfe which I have hitherto defcribed. 

I HAVB likewife preferved every thing hitherto 
by me defcribed, partly in fpirits of wine, pardy 
ftuffed, with which I intend to increafe the natu- 
ral colleftion at Upfala, if God permits me to 
return home. At the beginning of next year, I 
intend to fend fbme things over to you, viz. The 
feeds Beben Nux^ Cuffia Sopbtr^ and feveral othersi 
amongft the reft a ftuficd oftrich. 

BsroRE I leave Egypt, I likewife intend to 
fend to Upfala garden Ibme trees, as j^lbenna, 
fcripture Sycamore^ the buckthorn, of which the 
cipwn of Chrift was made, CalTia fiftula, the Flan-r 
tain tree, &c. They (hall be fent by way of Leg- 
horn, to Stocholm, addrefied to Mr. GrilL If it 
be poflible, I fhall fhonly make a iourney to mount 
&nai. I have already been on the way to it, but 
was kept back by the excurfions of the Arabians. 
If the fcheroe, which I have in view, turns out 
well, I hope to attain my wiihes and fee this fa« 
mous place with fafety. 

I SHALL after that be^ my journey early in 
the fpring for Palsftine, and take fuch rpeaflires, 
that 1 may be on mount Lebanon in the moft fuit- 
able feafon of the year* After that, no place in 
the Levant remains^ which I want to fee, except 

' Cbn-' 
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Conftantinople, from which city I could wifh to 
return again to my nadvc country. 

C^o» February 18, iy$i. 

AT the fame time, I have the honour to write 
to you by way of Leghorn, I fend addrefled 
to Mr. (jrill, a fmall colle&ton of natural cutiofi- 
tksp of whld^ I have here cncloTed a )i&. 

Seeds of 

Caflia fiftula from lower Egypt. 

Ci^a, (Arab. Kefchta) from Arabia. 

Caflia, (An Sopher) frofti Upper Egypt. 

Nux Behen from Upper Egypt md Sinai. 

Cordia Sebeften from Upper Egypt. ~ 

Rhamnus, (Ar. NaUc) from Lower Egypt. 
' Cucumis (Ar. AbdeJUvi) from Cairo. 

Mimofa niloiica. The true Acacia. 

Lawibnia Ipinofa. Alhenna. 

Preferved Dates in two large rellelfi covered with 
leather. 
' The Male flower of the Date. 

The Web (Tela) covering the bafis^xf the leaves. 

Stones. 

Silex, a Flint which is opake, and variegated 
fron[i the deferts of Egypt, 
femipellucid with a variegated Arata. 
Onyx ? 

femipellucid and unicolor (of one colour) 
from the deferts of Arabia. - 
Melon, from mount Carmel. 
jirgilloj a fandy day, which is yearl|r depoficed 
by the Nile. 

Animals. 



43« LETTERS. 

Animals. 
A Vulture with a naked head* delcribed. 
Oftracim^ a filh with a blown up belly, defcribecL 
P^Uo Sulianus^ the Sultan Butterfly. 

*Mifcellaneoos Things. 

Fejfels made of clay^ hardened by the hest of the 
fun, for drinking cold liquors, from Mecca and 



Opobalfamum genuinum^ or true balfam of Mecca 
Ibfs ; with Carolus Linnasus wrote in Arabian 
letters* 

Thiy are pardy for your taUe, and partly for 
your Mufaeum. For the former I have deftined 
two veflels of dates, which 1 have had prepared 
in fuch a manner that I hope they will keep. And 
I Ihall efteem myfelf happy, if you think the other 
fmall coUedions worthy a place in the latter. 

I HAVE fent as many feeds, as I have myfelf 
been able to collect, from the trees themfelves. J 
wifh they may come fafe, for I fee, that it is al- 
moft impoflible to fend trees alive from Egypt to 
Sweden. I have had all the rare trees here taken 
up, and planted in pots, in hopes of fending them 
to you, by way of Marfeilles or Leghorn, but 
they die notwichftanding all imaginable care ; what 
would then become of them during fo long a voyr 
age, their freight would be very expenfive,for water 
is a dear commodity when bought of a failor. 
The wonderful' fycamore, the frudification of 
which has puzzled me more than any thing I 
have yet feen in Nature. TJiis, I fay, I hope will 
;irrive at Upfala ; I have two in readinels that 
promife well, which I intend to fend by way of 
Marfeilles, addrefled to Mr. GrilU 

I HAVB 
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' I HAVE the honour to iiend you a defbfiption of 
the Egyptian vulture^ a ii(h of the genus of OfirU'^ 
cm and a Moih ; th^ firft I have tranflated into 
Swedilh from my Latin manufcript, to give it in- 
to the Royal Academy of Sciences. If you will 
favour Counfellor Carlefon with the defcription 
of the fifh, he will perhaps, as a curious gentle- 
man, read it with pleafure. 

I HAVE lately been employed in anatomizing a 
crocodile, of which I fhall have the honour to give 
you an account. 

The parts of the Yifcera, which I think deferve 
the greatefb attention in a crocodile, are the Fefi^ 
€ulafelka (Gall bladder) and Pancreas. The wife 
laws of the Creator, which Ke concealed in all his 
works, that man may give himfelf the trouble 
to fearch for them, appear in a particular manner 
in the parts abovementioned. 

It is well known, that the crocodile is a carnivo- 
rous voracious animal, and I believe more fo than 
any other rapacious animal whatever; it cannot 
chew, but muft fwallow every thing whole, for 
though it can open its jaws extremely wide, yett 
it cannot move them fideways. For fuch a diet» 
and this manner of eating, there was certainly oc* 
cafion for ftrong menftrua to pronK)te digeftion : 
thefe it is fupplicd with, in proportion to its fize, 
more amply than any other animal. A crocodile, 
whicii I opened, three foot and a half long, had 
a gall bladder as big as a hen's egg, which con- 
tained three ounces of gall, thick, of a fine eme- 
rald green colour, and more bitter than any thing 
I have yet had on my tongue. The Pancreas was 
five inches long and four broad, and all its plicse 
or folds were filled with a yellowiih and fomewhat 
frothy liquid. Both appeared to me larger than 

thoie 
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tKofe in an ox, bat with refped to the other paHs 
cf thefe animalsy they are not to be compared to- 
gether. His gut, which is quite rigid or ftiff^and- 
compofisd of ftrong thick tnembranest is (6 nairrow^ 
that a fmaH eoofe-qotU caa fcarcely enter h ^ it js 
alio remarkwle, that the Intefttnum reftum U 
neaieft to the pylorus, whereas in other animals k 
is clofe to the anus ; the crocodile's return is filled- 
with excrements, which retwit the feme way they 
came in, the narrow gut ferving only to amrtf 
the chyle. 

I HAVX now had the pleafdrie for a moiith toge-' 
ther of feeing the method in which the Egyptianar 
hatch chickens in ovens. Nothing can be more 
amufing to behold, or eafy to peribrAr diaii tbis^ 
operation, which the ancient ' Egyptians learhed 
from the crocodile and oftrich. It is fdeafeat ck 
nough to fee an oven 6AI of eggs, from whmce 
hop out in a moment many thoofand new inhabi- 
tants into our world, without a midwife, and I 
had almoft feid without a mother ; fhe has at lexft 
no concern in bringing them forth. This is fo eafy 
to perform, that i am perfuaded, every old won 
man with us might do it in her ftx>ve, if fhe were 
told it was poffible, and a few ounces of fuperfti- 
^n was added. They might be ddne to great 
advantaige with us, and afford in the large towns 
plenty of fo agreeable a di(h; as broth made withr 
fowls is, efpecially if made in the Swedi(h manner. 
How much time and trouble does it take to hmo 
6000 chickens hatched in the natural way ^ And 
thefe come forth in Egypt in a month's time, with^ 
out any farther trouble, except that one perfixi 
takes care to turn the eggs and heat the oven.- 

Thx tafte of the fowls fo hatched, does not 
quite equal that of thofe hatched in the natural 

way^ 
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way $ Art would gain too much on Naturt, could 
it equal her in her perfeftions. Ic is reafonable^ 
chat the latter (hould always retain it» precedence. 
The difference is, that the Egyptian fowU hatched 
in an oven are always mott dry, and have not 
the joice^ which ^ves that agreeable tafte to ihofe 
hatched in the natural w!ay. This difference majr 
like wild be partly owing to the manner in which 
they are fed, which^ confidering the number and 
cheapnefs of them here, cantiot be fb proper as iri 
Europe. The Egyptian fowls are fed, as indeed 
are aunoft all their poultry, with beans, which are 
never given to any of thefc creatures with us, as we 
inuft feed them with good corn, if we exped ai 
palatable difh. 

They are however good in Egypt, and much 
better than I imagined, from accounts I had fe^ 
ceived of them in Europe, and what recommends , 
them, is, the reafonable price, which is fcarcely to 
be found in any other place. I have (befid^ what 
I obferved in the bringing up of the young ones^ 
myfelf ) received a defcription of it from Achmia^ 
a little' town in Upper Egypt, which is the com- 
pleateft, if I am not miftaken, that has *&s yet been 
made public. I fhall have the honour to commu^ 
nicate it to you at a proper time. 

I FORGOT an obfervation, when I ^oke of the 
crocodile, which I made for the fervice of our Di- 
vines. I ferve them with pleafure^ they are my 
patrons. 

Job afks, chap. xli. ver. t. Canft thou draw 
out the Leviathan with a hook ? I coi^clude, .He 
means the crocodile by that which happens dkily^ 
and without doubt happened at his time ki the 
river Nile, viz. that this voracious animal, far 
from being drawn xip with a hook^ bitesr ofiF, and 

deitroy^ 
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deftroyt til fi(hing uckle of this kind, which am. 
thrown out in the river. I found in one that I 
opened, two hooks which it had fwallowed, one 
fticktng in his ftomach, and the other in a part of 
the thick membrane which covers his palate. 

H o w is it poflible, that Job could by the 
Leviathan mean the Whale, as feveral have 
txfisMed his term, and as has lately done a 
French Author; who, in his language, wrote the 
works of the fix days ; when we reflect on what 
Job and David have faid of the works of the Crea* 
tor i How, I fay, could he fpeak of an animal, 
which never was feen in the place wiiere he wrote, 
and at a time when he certainly jcould have no 
hiftory of ^ Greenland and Spitzbergen i Befides, 
the whole defcription of Job comes much nearer 
the crocodile than the whale, if we cgn/ider, that 
he wrote in a figurative oriental ftyle* 

I INTEND foon to depart from hence for Palae- 
ftine, and there enjoy the fpring. I have been a 
fufiicient time in Egypt, and thank God, have 
difpofed well of my time in this remarkable coun- 
try, which ought to be the cf welling of the Gods, 
if they could take a place amongft mortals ; but 
is condemned, I know not by what turn of for- 
tune, to harbour Egyptians. I bee you will fa- 
vour me with a few lines, which I could get in 
Conftantinople at our Envoys, Mr. Celfing's 
houfe, or in Smyrna, at Conful Rydelius's. I have 
frequent informations from the latter, of the mo(b 
material afiairs which happen in my native coun* 
try I but I cannot expe£fc any thing from him but 
politics : the learned are of mpre confequence to 
me, and of thefe I expe6k news from your good- 
nefs. I (hould be in particular pleafed to hear who 
fucceeded Dr. Wallerius, as Profeflbr extraordinary 
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in tKcS^culty of Phyficians, after he was appoint* 
ed Profcflbr of Chcmiftry. I conjefture, it is one 
of itiy companions. 

Mr. Rydelius is alfo very curious, and what 
is moft material, as it happen^ fo feldom, his at^ 
tention is to Natural Hiftory. This is plain 
from by his colledion of birds, which is the beft 
in the Levant, and will in a few days be encreaf- 
ed with divers rare birds from -Ethiopia, Nubia, 
and Arabia ; thofe I find here, I (hall fend alive to 
Smyrna, after I have kept them a long time with 
me, to learn and obferve their nature and manner 
of living, and defcribed them. Amongft thefeis 
the beautiful Guiney ben^ which I have got from 
Abyffinia, a bird, greatly to be admired for the 
regular manner in which the feathers are marked, 
with its crefl: or comb on the head, and for irs 
Ihrill creaking voice, which is fo piercing, that I 
thought I felt it afFc6ting me in my very brain, in 
the fanie manner, as certain harfh notes on fome in- 
ftruments, (trung with wire. It would certainly be 
admired in Europe, if it had not the misfortune, 
like the Peacock, to be already common, efpecialiy 
in Malta and France. In time, fome of them may 
come tp Sweden, if fortune will favour their journey. 

Cyprus, Auguft 8, 1757. 

I HAVE now the honour to write from Cy- 
pfu$, where I arrived a few days ago,, having 
travelled through Judea, paft of Arabia Petrea, 
Samaria, Galilee and great part of Syria. 

As there is a vcflcl going this day for Mar- 
fellies, I embrace the opportunity, of (hewing my 
duty to you, by writing this letter, though I have 
no time to tranfmit any of my obferv,ations. I 
cannot, however, baVroent ion. the C^uail of the 

B b ^ Ifraelites j 
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Ifraelites *» this is a new fp^cies of Tetrao, which I 
found at Jordan, and in the wildernefs near the 
mountains of Arabia Petrasa. This Quail, very 
much refembles the red partridge, but is not larger 
than a turtle dove. I expert, in a few days, to get 
a fcore of them alive, which were promi^d me by 
a perfon at Jerufalem, whither the Arabians c^rry 
many thoufands to fell at Whitfunude, 

If Natural Hiftory can give any information in 
the interpretation of the Bible, this bird is certa}j»]y 
th^ fame with the Quails of thelfraelites> and they 
alone would deferve a journey to Jordan ; for Qiy 
part, I was fo pleafed with this difcovery, as to 
forget myfelf, and almoft loft my life, before I 
could get one of them into my DofTeirion. 

I SHALL write more particularly and fend to yoi) 
leveral obfervations before I depart from Cyprus. \. 

Smyrna, Auguft 29, 1751. 

AFTER I had returned from my travels 
thro* Egypt and Palseftine, I was in hdpes 
to write to you by this time from Conftantinopie, 
to which place I had already began my journey 
from Syria ; but Heaven,which has this year pouied 
over that place all the plagues, which its wrath 
had in ftore, has for a time prevented my defign 
of vifiting that city. 

For thefe three months paft there has been a 
plague Jn Conftantinopie, which fometimes has 
taken off 10 or 12,000 fouls a day : a fire which 
lafted for twenty four hours, and reduced t^.aihes 
many thoufand houfes, and amongft others, the 
Guard-houfe of the JanifTaries: an eardiqpakcy 
attended by a ftorm of hail, which deftroycd, by 
common report, 40,000 boats^ and killed a num- 
ber 
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ber of the rowers : an infurreftion amongft the 
foldiers, which threatens the fgbverfion of the go- 
vernment, nor is famine wanting to complete their 
miferies. Thefe are fufEcient reafons to deter 
a traveller from going thither ; but as foon as 
I am informed, that the Almighty has withdrawn 
the rod, which he has extended over that city, I 
f)urpofe vifiting it, and feeing what natural curio- 
lities this famous place, which is fituated between 
two fea$j, affords ; and afterwards, pleafe God, I 
Ihall think of returning home. 

Inclosed, I have the honour to tranfmit you 
a defcription of the little Arabian Quail, which I 
found near* Jordan. I imagine, this bird to be 
new, and not before defcribed. If th^ Wri- 
tfers on the fcripture can prove, that Sdaw was a 
birdi they may be aflured, that it was no other 
than this ; but I have reafon to believe, that the 
food in queftion of the Ifraelitqs, was neither bird 
nor fifli, but rather infe<Sls, and moft prObably"^ lo- 
cufts. 

It is not in the. leaft probable, that Selaw was 
the flying' fifli -, how fliould the flying fifli, that 
fcarce lifts itfelf a few yards above thcf furface of 
the fea, and that only at fun-fet, come up into Ara- 
bia Petrsea, and in fuch numbers, as to fupply the 
whole camp of tht Ifraelites ? If I (hould even per- 
foade myfelf, that the Mediteraneari, at that time, 
came up to the walls of Jericho, which is now 
three days journey diftant, yet I could not give 
Credit to it. . 

St. John's locufl:s, thofe fo often difputed lo- 
cuflis, come now at lertgth in queftion. I have 
the honour to fend a colleftion p^ all the obferva- 
tions I could get relating to this affair, which I have 

B b 2 digcfted 
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di^efted in order, to be inferted in the tranfaftiont 
ot the Roval Academy of Sciences. 

I SHALL leave Writers on the fcriptures the liber- 
ty to make what they pleafe of St. John's dTi^iii^y 
calling them the Gemmae or buds of different 
kinds of trees, according to the old Grecian Fa* 
therlfiodorus Peluflota} the fruit of the Crab-tree, 
according to fome Interpreters } or birds, as fome 
Qalvinifts imagined i but it is certain that this hy- 
pothefis is fuch, that ^lianus, Thucydides, De- 
mofthenes or Ariftotle, could never know their 
meanine. I am of opinion, that if any Interpreter 
of the fcriptures (hould aflfert, that the »)if(hf of St. 
John are not locufts, and draw this conclufion^ 
that Si. John did not eat locufts^ becaufe they have 
never been eaten by atrf nation \ he ought to make a* 
pilgrimage to thofe places where they are eat at 
this day ; I am perfuaded he would not long re* 
main an unbeliever in this matter. 

Befoiu I quit this fubjeft of locufts, I will im- 
part to you lome obfervacions I have made on 
thefe infodls, which for feveral years have afibrded 
fo much matter for difpute in Europe, that it is 
become well worth our attention to fet this affair 
in a clear light. 

(i.) The grafhopper or locuft is not formed for 
travelling over the fea i I had an opportunity of 
obferving this on my return from Cyprus . to 
Smyrna^ As we were becalmed for fome days on 
the coaft of Carmania, we daily got fome graf- 
hoppers on board from the continent, and I then 
had the pleafure of feeing what miferable failora 
thefe infeds are. The locuft has, like the lark». 
a quality from Nature, that it it cannot fly far, 
but muft alight almoft as (bon as it rifes. If they in^ 
tend, I know not by what inftind, to fly over a fea 

oc 
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or river, they find their attempt fucceed no better 
than the lark, of which 1 believe I have given you 
an inftance before, which I obferved on the Spanifli 
coaft, where I fawhow miferably this bird periflied, 
when it intended to come on board us. I faw 
the fame happen to the locufts, and for one that 
came on board, lOO were certainly drowned, 
though we were but a piftol-fhot from the ftiore. 
But better proofs of this are yearly feen at Smyrna^ 
when they attempt to fly acrofs the fea, after they 
over-run the country near it. We obferve in 
the months of May and June, a number of thefe 
infects coming* from the fouth, direfting their 
courfe to the northern fhore ; they darken the 
Iky like a thick cloud, but fcarcely havfc they quit- 
ted the fhore, before they, who a moment before 
ravaged and ruined the country, cover the furftce 
of the fea with their dead bodies, which occafions a 
great nuifance to the Franks, who have their bal- 
conies near the harbour, on account of the ftench 
which proceeds from fuch a number of dead infefts, 
as they are by the winds driven clofe to the very 
houfes. By what inftin£t do thefe creatures under- 
take this dangerous flight ? Is it not the wife in- 
ftitution of the Creator, to deflrroy a dreadful 
plague to the country ? Has the like dcftrudlion to 
the locuflis been obferved during their flight to 
Europe for feveral years part? Could they not by 
fright, or fome other metho'd, be turned from their 
dreadful courfe, to fleer for fome river, and by th^ 
means be obliged to deflroy themfelvcs, as they 
cannot be overcome by any other means ? 

(2.) But if locufls cannot fly over a fea of any 
extent, how could they come from the continent 
to Cyprus, which is entirely deftroyed by Turks 
^nd locufls ? Could they not as leall come 

B b 3 in 
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in vcffels from the concinenc of Syrila, having Ifiin 
concealed during the voyage ? But how then came 
they to Roflagia,as you were pleafed to (hew me be- 
fore my departure from Upfala ? Could it be done 
in any other manner but by Ihips from Dantzick, 
or fomc place adjacent, where they infefted the 
country thatTummer ? Would it not therefore be 
proper, that all mailers of (hips (hould be obliged 
to take care, left they bring over fuch a deftrudlivc 
vermin ? This ought to be done in the fame ftrift 
manner» as is now praftifed to prevent the plague 
from fpreading. 

(3.) I know of no one Europe who has made 
fufficient obfervations, relating to the migration oif 
locufts : of the place from whence they firft fet 
out, and of the courfe they take. I have had an 
opportunity of making the following in AGa and 
Africa. 

The locufts, according to all appearance, feena 
to be directed by the fame natural inftinft as the 
Alpine rat {Mus Lemmus^ Lin.) in a direft me- 
ridian line, by keeping nearly from fourh to 
north, as the other does from north to fouth, 
turning very little either to the eall or weft •, they 
come from the defarts of Arabia, take their courfe 
over thro* Palseftine, Syria, Carmania, Natolia, gq 
fometimes through Bythinia by Conftantinople, 
and continue their journey through Poland, &c. 
as has happened in thefe latter years. They never 
turn from their courfe, for example, to the weft, 
wherefore Egypt is not vifited by them, though 
fo near their ulual track. The locufts therefore, 
z/t not to be reckoned amongft this country's 
plagues in our times, as they were when Mofes 
lived there, tho' frogs, lice, cock-roaches, gnats, 
and all the vermin, which are mentioned amongft 
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the pkgues of Pharoah, torment the inhabitants 
and travellers in this country to this very day. Nei- 
ther do they turn to the eaft, for I nev^r heard that 
Mefopotamia, or the confines of the Euphrates, 
were ravaged by them. None but thofe countries 
of Afia which I mentioned, vi 25. Arabia, P^teftine, 
Syria, Carmania, and fometimes the fea coafts of 
Natolia, are infefted with them yearly, either more 
or lefs. * 

I DO not know whether the fame generation of 
locufls which comes from Arabia can come to 
Europe, or whether it is the fecond or third gene- 
ration. It might eafily be known, if obfervations 
were made in two different places, when they are 
at either of them ; and perhaps that would be to 
fome purpofe, as it might furnilh means to deftroy 
them, or at leaft, leffen their number. 

The inhabitants of Afia,, as well as Europe, 
fometimes take the field againft locufts with all 
the dreadful apparatus of war. The Bafliaw of 
Tripoli in Syria, fome years ago, raifed 4000' fol- 
diers againft thefe infefts, and ordered thofe to be 
hanged who refufed to go. Thus a miferable in- 
feft, can put ir\ motion an army of ftubborn Turks, 
whom often an Ottoman Emperor with all his 
power cannot oblige to go farther than they chufe, 

^ Smyrna, Sept. 13, 1751; 

I Shall foon have the honour to fend you a 
number of obfervations, which I made on the 
Natural Hiftory of the Bible, on my travels in 
Patlaeftine. I have been particularly follicitous to 
fearch for the great defigns which King Solomon 
executed here, efpecially thofe thj*t contained any 
of the vegetable kingdom ; whetJier t could find 
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any traces of his vineyards or gardens, of which 
he fpeaks in the Scriptures ; for to attempt to illu- 
ftrate that kind of.Botany, which Solomon un- 
derftood, I think is the fame as to look for the 
place where the Tower of Babylon ftood ; though 
it cannot be denied, but that Solomon knew much 
more of Natural H.ftory, confidering the time 
and circumftances of the nation, over which he 
reignedi than any other of thofe times. But to leave 
his Botany, and return to his plantations i there is 
now not the leaft trace remaining of them ; we 
can judge by certain circumftances, where one or 
other of his pleafure gardens was fituated ; thus' 
have I found the fituation of his vineyard in £^7 
g^Jda^ in which he introduced vines from Cyprus^ 
to which he compares his beauty, in his Canticles, 
ch. i. vcr. 14. Here the Arabs have vineyards to 
this day, and fell the wine to the Chriftians *, but 
the vinps are now fo degenerated, that they will 
not produce the rich Cyprus wine. It was not 
difficult for Solomon to get vines from Cyprus 
and plant them, but whence did he get the 
KheniOi vines, which he planted at Hebron, and 
which grow there to this day, affording a Rhe- 
ni(h wine, equal to any, that Europe produces, 
which I, and all the Franks who came to Jerufa* 
lem, took be real Rhenifli wine ; the Latin Monks, 
buy from the Arabs the fmall quantity, which they 
make yearly at Hel^ron. This kind of wine docs 
not grow in any place of the Eaft, nor in the 
Archipelago; perhaps this kind of grape has al- 
ways grown wild in Palnsftine, and was by Solo- 
mon tranfplantcd into his garden. Might not the 
Europeans have got the firft vines from hence, 
which they planted on- the Rhine? This feems 
;nore probable, than that Solomon (hould have got 

his 
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his from Europe; it is alfo poflTible, that both have 
the fame quaUties, though the vines are of different 
origins. 

Smyrna, Sept. 22, 175 1. 

IN my laft, of the 13th inftanc, I promifed ta 
anfwer the queftions, you were pleafed to pro- 
pofe to me, in your letter dated the i ith of Dec. 
1750. I fliall now fulfil my duty, having an- 
fwered fome in my preceding fetters. 

I HAD no opportunity of feeing the Gall-nuts of 
the Tamariik ; I have, however, (een a little 
Jpbis^ that builds a nefl; between its leaves, but 
this I cannot take; to be a Gall. 

Calaf^ is a little Willow, which never grows to a 
large tree ; it has a ilrait trunk, with a fmooth 
oval lancet-fl^aped leaf, deeply fawed on the edges. 
No tree in Egypt is more famous amongd the 
inhabitants, on account of the water that is diftilled 
in the fpring from its bloflpms, which is much 
more ufed as a family medicine by the Egyptians, 
than treacle by our peafants. They are fcarcely 
afflifted with any difeafe, but they life thjft water 
of Calaf, There are Apothecaries in Cairo, whofe 
chief, and almoft only employment, is to fell Calafi 
for thus they likewife call the water. It is cooling, 
promotes perfpiration, and is fomewhat cordial, it 
therefore ferves in the continual fevers, which are 
fo common in Egypt, during the fummer feafons. 
I fuppofe it to approach neareft in quality to the 
waters that are in Europe diftilled from the blof- 
foms of Cherries, Limes, and Acacias. 

I HAVE got enough of the fruit of Babobabj 
though I could neither fee the plant or flower, as 
it only grows in the remoteft parts of Upper 
Egypt, wjiere it has been introduced from the 
weftcrn parts of Africa, 

I HERB 



450 LETTERS. 

I HERB fend inclofed, the Rowtra c( JECchyno^ 
mene Selhan (baftard fenfoive plant) which is ufed 
for hedges round plantations, and affords an a- 
greeable profpedt. 

JiftUf is a Cafllia. S^pber^ is likewife a Caflia, 
of which 1 tranfmitted fcedst and in mj laft IctEer 
the defcription, together with that of the wild 
Marjoram or Xatarbtndi of Alpinus. 

Kali III, of Alpinus, maft be a little fig mari- 

gold (Mc&mbryenthemum) confimon in bgypt; 
lit it is fomewhat difficult to clear up the names 
of Alpinus, efpeciallj all his Kali. I tranfmitted 
the feeds of the Alhenna, amongft my colledioti 
of laft winter, and the feeds of the Plantain-tree, 
were in my laft letter ^ and the Gall fly of the 
Scripture Sycamore, in my laft but one. I have 
thejumpinjK Moufe, in fpirits of wine, and all the 
Egyptian fiflies, of which I hare fome preferved 
and laid on paper, in the manner you taught me. '/r?//"^'"^ 

i^S^ *"d lichens arc fcarce enough, though 
not entirely wanting 'in the Eaft. The PyramtdSy 
the oiiieft buildings in the world, have no Ucbenes 
cruSiacHy which otherwife are the common marks 
of age ; neither can they have them, for perhaps 
there never fell a drop of rain on chem, widiooc 
which, this kind of vegetable does not thrive. 
All the kinds are to be found on the old walls of 
Jerufakm; and out of the wall at Solomon's 
Well, there grows a little mofs ; ntay not this be 
his Hylbp i It is, at leaft, as little, as the cedar is 
large, and therefore the other extremity. 

Jt is not long fince I fent you the dcfcription of 
the Egyptian Water lily (Nympha^a^. 

I HAVE defcribed the wonderful little Crab, the 
Cancer cur/or ; but who can conceive, why this lit- 
tle animal comesupin fuch large numbersout of the 
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fea at fun-fet, and runs on the (hore ; and why the 
JOolphins and Flying-fifh^ at the fame time,lift th«m- 
fclves above the furface of the fea ? It is probable, 
that each of therii has fome urgent, reafon, which, 
at prefent,, we do not comprehend. As I was 
travelling from Tyre to Sidon, I followed the 
fea-ftiore for two hours about fqn-fet, and had 
conftantly the pleafure to fee this little crab run by 
hundreds to and from the fea. I caught feveral, 
in order to fee whether I could find any thing 
about them to carry food, but found nothing. 
No creature can run fo faft, in proportion, as 
this. The moment one fees it two or three yards 
from the fea, yoadbferve it to turn back and re- 
turn into it. 

YoT) were plcafed to afk, how do the plants fub- 
fift in Egypt half a year without rain ? This feems 
very odd to us in Europe, where we are ufed more 
|b wet than dry weather; but what (hall one 
think, when I fay, that there are plants in Egypt, 
which have lived 600 years, and perhaps have n&c 
got 6 ounces of rain, in all that time, for nourilh- 
,ment •, this may with reafon be faid of the old Sy- 
camores round Cairo and in Upper Egypt, where 
perhaps, every fccond or third year, fall ten drops 
of rain. .But if the Egyptian plants want rain, 
they do not therefore want water. The Nile, 
the wonderful Nil;;, lingular in its kind, affords 
that, which heaven denied them. The coun- - 
try of Egypt is a river from the beginning of Au^ 
guft: to the latter end of Oftober. ,A traveller com- ^ 
ing to Egypt at this time, and being unacquainted 
with the true reafon for the overflowing of the 
water, would immediately confidcr it as a mira- 
cle in Nature. He would imagine he beheld a fea ; 
producing vegetables very different from Sar- 
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gazOy Fucus's Reeds, Rufhes, &c. He would 
imagine he beheld, fpringing from the bottom of 
the fca. Sycamores, Buckthorn, Acacia, Caflias> 
Willows, and Tamarifks, which form fmall woods 
or groves, above the furface of the water. This is 
the genuine appearance of Egypt, whilft it is o- 
verflown. Tlierefore the Egyptian plants, which 
confift chiefly of evergreen trees, are in no want of 
water, and art fupplies thofe which are deprived of 
this benefit of Nature ; for the Egyptians are very 
expert in hydraulics, and take great care to fupply 
their gardens with water. 

From this time, to the beginning of April, ano- 
ther.feafon fucceeds, the water is dried away, and 
the whole country is covered with (lime or mud, 
depofited by the water, which makes Egypt afruitJ^-'^ 
rountry. The hufbandman then fbws his corn 
with lefs fweat, and more aflbrance of a plentiful 
crop, than the Europeans ; this work is done in the 
months of October and November ^ then come 
forth the fpontaneous plants of Egypt, which are 
very few, fome indeed come up with the corn, but 
their feeds mud have been tranfported thither by the 
birds, as they are European. The trees then caft 
their leaves, that is to fay, in the latter end of De*- 
cember and beginning of January, having young 
leaves ready, before all the old ones are fallen 
off J and, to forward this operation of Nature, few 
of the trees have buds (gemmae) ; the Sycamore 
and Willows indeed have fome, but with few and 
quite loofe ftipulae. Nature did not imagine buds 
fo neccflfary in the fouthern as in the northern coun- 
tries i this occafions a great difference between 
them. 

The Plantain and Date tree, the riches and or- 
nament of . Egypt, alfo at this time prepare to 
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bring forth their valuable fruit. After the latter 
has thrown off the lowermoft old leaves, the new 
ones (hoot out from the top, and at the fame time 
the new Spatha come forth in the months of De- 
cember and January ; at this period alfo, the 
branches of flowers of the Plantain-tree appear. 

This feafon concludes with the harveft, in the 
month of April, and no (igns are afterwards to be 
feen of Egypt's having Hood under water the pre- 
ceding year. 

Egypt is not abfolutely deftitute of rain in the 
months of November, December, January, Feb- 
ruary and March; but it muft be particularly ob- 
ferved, that this does not extend farther than to 
the fide nearer the Mediterranean fea; where it 
rains fo hard (bme ycars> cfpecially at Alexandria, 
Rbfetta and Damiata, as. to occafion very cold 
weather, to the great inconvenience of the inhabi- 
tants \ it fometimes happens at Cairo, about this 
time, that a fcattered cloud lets fall a few. drops of 
rain in paffing. This has been fcarcely obferved 
by any traveller, therefore they have no true idea 
of the Egyptian climate in Europe •, fome faying 
it rains there, others aflerttng the contrary, and 
both are in the right. After harveft, and with 
the month of May, begins a dreadful feafon in 
Egypt, a fumnier, which makes the earth refem- 
ble, in fome refpcft, that of Norland in the months 
of January and February. , Then the earth ap- 
pears full of fiflures, and, by the exccffive heat, is 
brought into the fame fituation, that the fcvercft 
frofts occafion with us, but with this difference, 
that the ruggednefs of ourfrozen earth, is concealed 
by an ufeful and not difagreeable fnow, whereas the 
parched earth of Egypt has no veil to hide its 
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mifcrV) the fight of which every mortal dreads 

to benold 

EoYPT, two months before, well deferved a 
journey from the north and fouth pole. According 
to the accounts of fome travellers, with whom I 
have converted on the fubjed, and who had feeti- 
both the Indies, all Europe, the greatefl: part of 
Afia, and the acceffible parts of Africa, there is 
not fuch a glorious profpeft to be feen under the 
fun, as an Egyptian field, when the earth is in it^ 
verdure, and ek)eciaUy if ic can be beheld at that 
fame time and from the fame place which I faw it, 
namely, the latter part of December, from the 
top of the higheft Pyramid, where I was in com* 
pany with fome Engliihmen, feveral of whom had 
travelled in the Eaft, others in the Weft Indies, in 
Barbary, and in Europe. ' 

Egypt, which is fi> agreeable in our winter, is 
thus, to the highefl: degree, horrible in our fummen 
The birds defert it^ and fiy to nu)re northern 
dimes. The vegetable kingdom is in no better 
fituation. The ipontaneous plants are withered, and 
thofc they cultivate are removed; the Rcft-harrow 
and Succory alone remain ; of the former, thefe 
flower in the ftrongeil heat^ and amonglt the lat- 
ter, the banks of the Nile are covered with all kinds 
of Melons, Cucumbers, and oily grain (SefamumJ 
which ripens in the fields^ where it is fown af- 
ter the corn ; and this, I prefume, is the reafon, 
that fome travellers fpeak of two and three har- 
vefts in Egypt. 

All Egypt however does not fuffer alike from 
the heat of the fummer. The rifing grounds about 
Rofetta and Damiata are to be excepted, being 
at this time covered with Rice, whkrh is planted in 
May, and harvefted in Odober, to eife(% which, 
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the water is carried with much labour from the 
Nile. The inhabitants of thefc places have there* 
fore the ^leaTure of bebplding green fields^ whea 
the Egyptians fee nothing but a parched earth -, but 
they pay dear for their pleafure,, f<)r all the plagues 
of Pharaoh, fr<^s, fiiesq^ gnats, &c. which delight 
in putrid wafier and a moid: earth, make thqii? 
dwellings almoft uninhabitable, . 

It is in this ex/celTive hot weather, that we xmB: 
admire . the. wifdom of God, who ordered thac ja 
quantity of Dew^ fhould fall ia the evenings an4 
mornings, and prevent the total deftrudion of the 
country. 

This Dew is particularly ferviceable to the trees, 
which would otherwife never be able to refift this 
heat ; but with this affiftance they thrive well, 
bloflbm and ripen their fruit. Therefore, the 
upper parts of the Egyptian trees^ at one time of 
the year, do the office of roots, attradting nourifli- 
ment by their abforbent veffels, the leaves, from 
the moid air ; which the root, at other feafons of 
the year, draws from the datpp earth. It is far- 
ther tp be obferved, that the dew falls at the fame 
time, that the heavy clouds move from the north 
to fouth ; and by the number of thefe, the 
Egyptians judge of the future affluence of the 
Nile. Thefe darken the Heavens in the morning ; 
but in the day it clears up, and the nights are as 
refplendent with as many ftars, in the midft of 
fummer, as the lightefl: and cleareft winter nights 
in the north -, this appearance of the ikies in Egypt 
never changes, and has been, undoubtedly, a 
great inducement for the ancient Egyptians, and 
afterwards for the Egyptian Arabs, to ftudy aftro- 
nomy. I am furprized, that none of the European 
Academies of Sciences, have ever thought of fup- 
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pordiiff an Aftronomer in Cairo, which b faroumi 
~'^^ the fermcft horizon, a conftanc mild climate 



and clear Iky ; and thefe would, I imagine, zffbrd 
opportunities for eafy andconftant obfervations. He 
might, perhaps, hare fome trouble from the inha* 
bitants, on account of their fuperftition, but even 
this, he mi^t foon g^ over. He would find 
learned Arabs, powerful men, who love and ftudy 
Aftronomy in'thdr manner, whole protefidon 
would doend him from the people9 and the 
cxpence would not be very great. 
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The END. 
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